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3

Semester
VII

Aims:
To introduce students to a wide range of linguistic analyses of language used by and
about women and men; to examine models of explanation for gender differences and to enable
students to explore gender in the structure and use of language at different levels of linguistic
analysis (speech style/pronunciation, vocabulary, sentence construction, discourse) and in
different social and cultural contexts.
Contents:
This course explores:
x The relationships between language, gender, and society: In what ways do men
and women use language differently? How do these
differences reflect and/or maintain gender roles in society? understand
the primary linguistic approaches to the topic of gender and language
x Appreciate the past history of the subject as well as the present issues and controversies
which dominate the field.
x While the course takes primarily a linguistic perspective, it will also draw on
insights from anthropology, sociology, psychology, and
women's studies.
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