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c. Explain how globalization has altered the character and focus of social movement politics 
and, as part of your explanation, distinguish between the politics of identity and recognition, 
on the one hand, and the socially conservative politics of reactive social movements, on the 
other.

d. Discuss the main policy imperatives and policy constraints associated with the new 
globalized context of Pakistan public policy, and explain what is meant by the 
‘internationalization’ or ‘globalization’ of public policy.

4 Interests, Power and Policy: Society-centre Theories 

a. Define ‘explanatory theory’ then distinguish between explanatory and normative theories.  
b. Discuss how the following theoretical perspectives explain state and public policy: liberal 

pluralism, elite theory, and class analysis.  
c. When reading an article that employs one of the society-centre explanatory theories, identify 

which perspective is being used.
d. Form an opinion (even a tentative one) on which society-centered theory you find most 

convincing and useful.

5 Institutions and Policy: State-centered Theories 

a. Define what institutions are and discuss the notion of ‘institutional causation’.
b. Discuss how the following theoretical perspectives approach the tasks of explaining and 

understanding public policy: structuralist institutionalism, state as an actor theory, and 
institutional rational choice theory.

c. Identify which theoretical perspective is being used when reading an article based on one of 
the state-centered perspectives on public policy. 
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