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Code Subject Title Cr. Hrs Semester
SOC-301 Research Methodology 3 Vv
Year Discipline
3 Sociology & Sociocultural Studies
Objective:

S

The course aims to learn about the basic concepts of social research, various research
methodologies, both quantitative and qualitative. The students will learn about the usage of
various methodologies while conducting research on different topics. The main tools and
research techniques will be studied. It is assumed that the students have a background in basic
social statistics and in social theories. The students will also learn about certain specific
computer software like SPSS, NUDIST and Ethnograph.

1. Introduction
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The basis of Sociological Investigation
Characteristics of scientific social research
Theory and research

Research Orientation: Basic, applied & evaluative

Types of social research

Purpose of Research

Steps of Sociological Investigation
Qualitative and Quantitative
Quality of good researcher

2. Steps in Research

3. Sampling
a.
b.
C.
d.
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Choosing the problem and its significance
Review of relevant literature
Justification of Topic
Theoretical framework
Formulation of Objectives
Formulation of research question
Conceptualizing and Operationalizing
Derivation of research hypothesis
The time dimension:

1. cross sectional studies

ii.  longitudinal studies

Types of Sampling

Sampling Techniques
Preparation of Sampling Frame
Sampling Size

Error and Control

4. Tools of Data Collection
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Questionnaire

Interview Schedule

Checklist

Observation

Focus Group Discussion / Interview(FGD/T)
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5. Data Collection and Processing

a. Sources of Data
b. Methods of Data Collection
i.  Survey method

ii.  Experimental method
iii.  Case study method
iv.  Content Analysis

c. Data Management

d. Data Analysis Techniques
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