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members and staff of the Ingtitute to keep their predecessors’
names and works alive are much appreciable. In this regard the
family specially acknowledges the dedication, love and
contributions of Prof. Dr. Jamila Shaukat. May Allah bless al
those who are associated with the Ingtitute of Islamic Studies in
any capacity, guide them to the right path, grant them success,
reward them and elevate their status in both this world and the
Hereafter. Aameen!

With profound regards and request for prayers,
All family members of Prof. Dr. Aman Ullah Khan

25" May, 2023
Lahore, Pakistan

* %k kK Kk
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organizational leadership and management subjects to executive
students a IBA and IAS, University of the Punjab, as visiting
faculty member. His third son, Imran Ahmad Khan is an
experienced and highly competent engineer, presently appointed
as Chief Engineer in Sui Northern Gas Pipdines Ltd (SNGPL),
and serving the nation with commitment and devotion. The
youngest son, Irfan Ullah Khan after completing Master of
Business Administration, successfully worked at renowned
industrial setups in different managerial capacities and is
recognized as an honest, outstanding and talented manager. His
daughter, Sadaf Khan whom he loved the most among his
children, achieved many academic distinctions including President
Taent Award and a gold meda in MSc Botany for obtaining the
first position from Lahore College for Women University. She has
also been working there as Assistant Controller. Entire family
members greatly admire his guidance, teachings and endeavors in
their intellectual and moral development.

He always taught to have unwavering belief in Almighty Allah
and to follow the Sunnah (traditions) of the Holy Prophet Hazrat
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). He
aways upheld the principles of honesty, truthfulness, piety,
modesty, simplicity, self-sacrifice, humility, forthrightness,
selflessness and altruism, and at the same time endeavored to
ingtill these qualities in his children and students. This celebrated
scholar of Islam left for his final abode on 17" February, 2006 and
was buried at the graveyard of Quaid-e-Azam Campus, University
of the Punjab, Lahore. May Allah accept his sincerity to strengthen
Pakistan and dedicated efforts for the cause of nation building.
May Allah reward him for his devotion in spreading the light of
Isam. May Allah shower His blessings upon him and grant him
the highest place in Jannat-ul-Firdous’. Aameen!

We al cherish the pleasant memories associated with the
Institute of Isamic Studies. There has always been a strong
ingtitutional culture of mutual respect and affection among the
faculty members, staff and the students. Participation in each
other’s moments of happiness and grief, speaks volumes of the
strength of the organizational culture. The family like atmosphere,
mutual respect, caring attitude and effective management
demonstrated during the excursions, specialy the northern areas
trips was commendable and unforgettable. Efforts of all faculty
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Muslim scientists and philosophers’ contributions in the
advancement of natural and socia sciences, awakening and
enlightenment of the humanity, and towards culture and
civilization; Idamic judicia system; Isamic concept human
resource development; contemporary challenges faced by Pakistan
and the Ummah and their solutions taking into account the
governance modd of the State of Madinah and the Pious Caliphs.
Besides that, he was a distinguished speaker who kept on sharing
his prolific thoughts at Radio Pakistan and Pakistan Television on
the teachings of the Holy Qur’an and Sunnah, and gave solutions
to multidimensional issues related to Pakistani society and the
present-day Islamic world. He delivered around one thousand such
speeches. PTV’s popular weekly program ‘Tajalli’ (literally
meaning manifestation, revelation or disclosure) was hosted by
him, where discussions of great academic and practical value were
generated. He was member of more than twenty learned academic
bodies. He participated in more than fifty nationa and
international conferences and delivered lectures to Pakistan’s
military leadership, judicial officers, civil bureaucracy and other
students as guest speaker at National Defence University
Islamabad, Command and Staff College Quetta, National Institute
of Public Administration Lahore, Pakistan Administrative Staff
College, Civil Services Academy Lahore, WAPDA Staff College,
University Grants Commission (present day Higher Education
Commission), Ulema Academy, International Institute of
Economics, and many other reputable institutions.

We the family members of Prof Dr. Aman Ullah Khan,
remember him as an affectionate father, a loving husband and a
caring brother. He together with our mother, Mrs. Farhat Ara
Aman (may Allah have mercy on her) — an educated, simple,
selfless, kind-hearted, thoroughly dedicated and practicing Muslim
lady, groomed us to become good human beings, devoted Muslims
and patriot Pakistanis. His son, Wing Commander Rizwan Ullah
Khan, an outstanding fighter pilot of Pakistan Air Force embraced
‘Shahadat’ (martyrdom) in the line of duty in 2005, and was
awarded ‘Sitara-e-Basalat’ (posthumously), the highest non-
operational gallantry award of Pakistan Armed Forces. His eldest
son, Major Salman Ahmad Khan Zaighum fought ‘Siachin War’
and was also decorated with ‘Sitara-e-Basalat’. After retirement
from Pakistan Army, he did MPhil and has been teaching
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the prestigious Department of Islamic Studies at University of the
Punjab, Lahorein the year 1963.

Allama Ala-ud-Din Siddiqui, then chairman of the department
who later became Vice Chancellor of University of the Punjab,
soon selected his brilliant student Aman Ullah Khan for the
doctorate of philosophy, considering his talent in research. Under
his able guidance and supervision, he completed his PhD in 1971,
“A Critical Study of Al-Bladhuri as a Historiographer” that was
the first ever PhD produced by the department and also first ever
indigenous PhD in Islamic studies from Pakistan (http://pu.edu.pk/
images/Departments/I slami c-Studi es/Li st-thesis-M Phil-PhD . pdf).
Dr. Aman Ullah Khan had the honor of supervising twenty-four
PhDs, accomplished by Idamic studies students that included
foreign nationals who had come to Pakistan for their doctorate
(details in the reference quoted above). He was promoted as
Assistant Professor in 1970, Associated Professor in 1978 and
Professor in 1982. He was the favorite teacher of students who
enlightened their thoughts and always created an atmosphere of
interest in the class. Besides students’ learning, he always focused
on their character building. He remained Chairman of the Islamic
Studies Department for ten years. His efforts helped in
establishing a strong foundation of research culture in the Institute
and strengthened its reputation at national and international levels.

Prof. Dr. Aman Ullah Khan had a tremendous aptitude for
research. His published work includes hundreds of research
articles to his credit. He remained member of the editoria boards
of reputed research journals. His research focused on the
importance and applicability of the concepts of science,
exploration of the universe, welfare state and society, equity and
justice, social justice, economic justice, governance, human
development, human rights and responsibilities, women education
and rights, labor rights and dignity of work, moral development,
respect and dignity, accountability, tolerance and universa
brotherhood, in the light of the Holy Qur’an, Seerah (life) of the
Holy Prophet Hazrat Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him), Figh (Muslim jurisprudence), Islamic history and the
works of the great philosophers like Imam Ghazzali, Al-Farabi,
Ibn-e-Sina, Ibn-e-Khaldun, Shah Wali Ullah and Allama
Muhammad Igbal. He extensively wrote on the relation of Islam
and science, modern political, socia and economic system;

42



* Salman Ahmad Khan Zaighum

Prof. Dr. Aman Ullah Khan

Family Memoirs

In the name of Allah, the most Beneficent the most Merciful.
Praise be to Allah, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the Worlds.
Peace and blessings of Allah be upon Hazrat Muhammad (PBUH),
and upon his relatives and the companions.

Prof. Dr. Aman Ullah Khan (may Allah have mercy on him),
former Chairman Department of Islamic Studies, University of the
Punjab, Lahore was born on 25" of April, 1933 at Kharian in a
respectable family that had deep roots for the love of Islam and its
teachings. His father Mr. Muhammad Usman Khan and
grandfather Mr. Qudrat Ullah Khan were devoted Muslims and
well-known for their passion for knowledge and learning. His
mother Mohtarma Sultan Begum was a practicing Muslim lady.

His family had preserved a large collection of books of great
scholastic value which proved to be a source of great inspiration
for their son in the quest of knowledge and wisdom. In those days,
matriculation exams were conducted by University of the Punjab.
Young Aman Ullah Khan passed that exam in first division. In
view of his interest in further education his parents decided to shift
to Lahore, where he kept on pursuing his academic goals. After
doing Masters of Arts in the subjects of Islamic Studies and
History in 1958 and 1959 respectively, he was appointed Asia
Foundation Research Fellow in 1961. He was selected lecturer in

* MSBA scholar at Lahore Garrison University, Pakistan
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“The objectives of education in Mughals Period of India have been
stated as follows:

1. During the Muslim period, the education was meant to
extend the knowledge and propagate |slam.

2. The impartment of education took place with the
propagation of Idamic principles, laws and socia
conventions.

3. Education was based on religion and its main purpose was
to make the individual s religious-minded.

4. The Muslim education aimed at the achievement of material
wealth and prosperity.

5. The Mugha period made immense contribution in the
system of education. During this period, the Mughal
emperors acquired enormous understanding for learning and
recognized the significance of education to a maor
extent”(%)
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He composed a book entitled Mufassal. He had aso skill in music.
Babor initiated a form of handwriting “The Babarui handwriting”
and wrote a copy of the Koran in that script. Fond of books as he
was, Babor took possession of Ghazi Khan’s library. He was also a
lover of paintings. Babor made the diffusion of education a duty of
the state. Babor had a society of literary men. Babor’s Shurhrat-am
(Public works Department) was entrusted with the duty of
publishing a Gazette and buildings and colleges.(*)
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Agra, in the reign of Akbar, was a famous seat of learning and a
celebrated centre of education. It had several schools and colleges,
where students flocked from far and wide for listening to the
lectures of learned and distinguished teachers. A big madrasah
existed there.(%)
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Lahore too was, at this time, an eminent abode of literary geniuses.
It was here that celebrated Tarikh-i-Alfiwas written and the
Mahabharata and the Rajtarangini were translated into Persian.(*))
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He took with him a good library from Guijrat. He paid 3,000 gold
coins for the purchase of rare Persianmanuscripts. He appointed
Muktab Khan as the librarian of the Imperial Library and keeper of
the picture gallery.The Mughal painting reached its zeneth during
Jahangir. Farrukh Beg and Abul Hassan were famous painters of
histime. Jahangir Namah was ornamented with paintings.(*)
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“Painting received his encouragement. Shah Jahan also ordered the
writing of Padshah Namah andencouraged learned men by
rewards. Amin Qazwini and Abdul Hakim Slalkoti were among
the most shining of his court. Architecture was a specia
contribution of Shah Jahan.(*)
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*Dr. Amanullah Khan

‘llm Al-Hadith and ItsInfluence
on Historiography

The Holy Qur'an, ever since its revelation, has served as the
basic source of inspiration and guidance for the Muslims of all
times. It very clearly enjoins the believers to show obedience to
Allah and to Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). Obedience
to the Prophet is second only to the obedience to Allah. There are
anumber of versesin the Holy Qur'an in this connection, e.g.

()altT g o 388 Jg LT alad 54
[Whosoever obeys the Messenger, he indeed obeys Allah.]
() AT p&d gadTo AllT gt pi€ o U3
[Say: if you love Allah, follow me, Allah will love you.]
The Mudlims are further enjoined to accept the Prophet as the
pertect Exemplar. The Holy Qur'an says:
(Yaias 53l allT Jody § 43 08 S
[Verily inthe Apostle of God ye have a good example.]

Under the influence of such Qur'anicinjunctionsand in obedienceto
such dear ingtructions of the Prophet as %1 ols &c 1sib (*) [Circulate

from me though (it be) a sentence], the followers of Ilam set out
to collect and preserve the traditions of the Prophet his sayings,

* Journal of Research, University of the Punjab, Lahore, Val. I, No. 2, pp. 163-171, July
1966
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actions and silent approvals. They were, however, warned to
proceed with great caution. The Prophet said:

oo biia ¢lgulidd Tueaie e S ey -l gl as lgaly
() (sleed! 8l55) 5L

[Circulate from me though (it be) a sentence...And
whosoever fabricates falschood against me intentionally,
let him seek hisabodein fire.]

Every believer had to take the conduct of the Prophet as a
model for himself in al the affairs of life. Consequently, great
endeavour was made to preserve every picce of information
regarding his conduct with perfect exactitude. How careful and
strict were the four Orthodox Caliphs of Islam in the acceptance of
tradition is a matter very well known to scholars of Muslim
learning. In spite of this strict attitude the quest for collecting the
prophetic words or reports of the Prophet's deeds went on
increasing, and the devotees of Isdlam preserved the prophetic
wisdom with great care and reverence. This attitude brought about
the collection of alarge amount of traditions about the practice of
the Holy Prophet (PBUH).

In course of time as this record of traditions related to the
prophetic practice increased in volume, misguided persons began
to fabricate traditions and attribute them to the Prophet. The
Muslims accepted the challenge of the fabricators and developed a
"Science of Tradition" or 'llm al-Hadith by which they could
judge the authenticity of the reports and the reliability of the
reporters. What marvellous job they did in order to preserve the
traditions related to the words and deeds of their Prophet and to
discriminate the reliable from the unreliable, astonishes the world.
The Muslims are rightly justified in taking pride in their Science
of Tradition. In fact, they have no rival in the world in the task of
collecting and preserving the details of life and the sayings and
actions of their Prophet with perfect exactitude. What arduous task
they performed in thisfield can be judged by the fact that, in order
to sift the traditions of their Prophet, they preserved the records of
lives of about half a million persons who were in any way
involved in the narration (riwayat) of the Hadith.

Hitti, the well-known Orientalist and historian, says. "Among

2
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al peoples Modems stand unique in having developed a science
(ilm) out of their mass of religious traditions." (°)

Juynboll, while appreciating the science of tradition, in his
article on the critical investigation of isnad's has caused the
Muslim scholars to make thorough researches. They endeavoured
not only to ascertain the names and circumstances of the
authorities (ridjal) in order to investigate when and where they
lived, and which ot them had been personally acquainted with the
other, but also to test their reliability, truthfulness and accuracy in
transmitting the texts, to make certain which of them were
"reliable" (thigah). This criticism of the authorities was called al-
djarh wa'-ta' dil (wounding and authentication).... The so-called
"knowledge of the men" the commentaries on the collection of
Tradition therefore contain more or less copious details concerning
the authorities.(")

We come across scores of such works composed by the
Muslim scholars as convey information about the life, character,
reliability or unreliability and categories, etc., of the reporters of
tradition. Some of such works are Tabagat Ibn Sa'd, Usd al-
Ghaba fr Ma'rifat al-Sahaba of Ibn a-Athir, 7abaqat al-Huffaz, by
Dhahabi, Shadharat al-Dhahab by Ibn Imad, al-Isaba fi Tamyiz
al-Sa/mba by Ibn Hajar al-‘Asgalani and Lisan al-Mizan and
Tahdhib al-Tahdhib by the same author.

Similarly, we see standard works composed on ‘l1lm al-Hadith
or the Science of Tradition. According to Ibn Hajar al-‘Asgalan,
the first known comprehensive work of this type was composed by
Abu Muhammad Ramahurmuzi.(®) His work entitled Kitab al-
Muhaddith al-Fasil bain al-Rawr wa’l,... is preserved in the form
of a number of MSS. but has not yet been published.(®)
Ramahurmuzi was soon followed by a-Hakim Abu Abd Allah
Muhammad b. Abd Allah a-Naisaburi (321-405 A.H.) who
compiled Kitab Ma'rifat Ulum al-Hadith in which he deat with
the whole subject, dividing the materia into different categories.
An edition of this work has been published by Dr. Mu'azzam
Husain (Cairo, 1937). Other works on this subject are Al-Kifaya
by Khatib Abu Bakr, Ilma’ by Qadi ‘Iyad and a treatise Ma La
Y asa al-Muhaddithu Jahluhu by Abu Hafs Mianji. Another work
of importance, which may be mentioned here, was composed by
Hafiz Abu ‘Amr ‘Uthman b. a-Salah ‘Abd a-Rahman a-

3
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Shahrazurt (d. 643 A.H.). His work is generaly known as
Mugaddima Ibn al-Salah. 1bn Hajar al-Asgalani, the well-known
traditionist and a great critic, already mentioned above, improved
the arrangement of the work and prepared its summary giving it
the name ¥ Jol pllyas 3 Sl aes (Nukhbat al- Fikar Fi
Mustalih al-Athar). As this work was considered too brief, Ibn
Hajar wrote, on the demands of his contemporaries, a commentary
on it known as Sharh Nukhbat al-Fikar.

This work may well be considered to be a classical work on
'lm al-Hadith. It was a natural and necessary step towards the
systematisation of the various studies which had been carried on
since the Muhaddithun (the Traditionists) began to investigate the
credentials of transmitters and the value of their traditions.

Ibn Hajar has discussed the various aspects of this sciencein a
very systematic order. According to the different chains (ways,
Turug) of transmitters the following categories are distinguished:

1. Mutawatir: A communication handed down from the very
beginning to its compilation, through so many sources that
there was no scope left of any objection and suspicion
against it.

2. Mashhur: A statement which is handed down by at least
three different authorities.

3. ‘Aziz A communication which 1s transmitted by at least
two persons.

4. Gharibisin general arare tradition. With reference to the
Isnad, Fard-i Mutlag or Gharib-i Mutlag means a
tradition which is transmitted in the second generation
only by one Tabi'i and Fard-i Nishi or Gharib-i Nishi isa
tradition which is transmitted by only one definite person
of later generations.

The last three categories are further distinguished as Ahad.
Such traditions are again of three grades, according to the
authenticity and reliability of the reporters, viz. Salih (sound),
Hasan (good), and Da'if (Weak). Likewise, if the chain of
transmitters is unbroken and complete, it is called Muttasil; and if
the chain is broken or incomplete it is called Mungati'. Similarly,
traditions have been placed into many categories like Mu‘allaq
(suspended), Mursal (defective), Munkar (unknown), Ma'ruf
(known), Shadh (contradictory), Marfu' (raised), Mauquf

4
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(retarded), etc.

Every Hadith has two parts: (a) Isnad (the chain of narrators),
(6) Matan (the text). The text is suffixed to the Isnad. For
example, in the tradition:

Ol yoe ool dil e e adl oo (S oo g oo
Jeadi delemtl o (JU pluwy adde il o il Jooy

(F)azys oardicy pouy Jall 8o
[Y ahya reported to me on the authority of Malik, on the
authority of Nafi', on the authority of Abd Allah ibn Umar
that the messenger ot Allah (Peace Be Upon Him) said:
Prayer in congregation is twenty-seven times better (as
regards rewards) than one offered alone.]

From gius t0 yee ool (Ibn ‘Umar) isisnad or chain of rawisand
from .1 (Anna) to the end is matan (i) or text.

This method of giving the Isnad with the text, we find for the
first time used by the Arabs. The history of any other nation does
not contain the chain of narrators of every text along with it. It is
completely lacking in the historical literature of the Greeks, the
Romans, the Hindus and the Chinese.

It is remarkable that this method was also extended by the
Muslims to other branches of learning such as history, geography,
etc.

Margoliouth says, "The anxiety to know more about the
Prophet and the heroes of early Islam led, as we know, to greater
labour and effort among the Muslims than in any analogous case;
and the study of the traditions of the Prophet is largely responsible
for and to be credited with the growth of geography and
biography; if the way to test the authenticity of a tradition was to
estimate the trustworthiness of the transmitters, it was
indispensable to learn as much as possible about their lives; it was
necessary to know when and where they had lived, and this
rendered geography and history requisite." (")

In the beginning Hadith and history were very closely related
to each other, and it was from amongst the class of Muhaddithun
that arose another class known as Akhbariyyun (the narrators of

5
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traditions), the genealogists and the authors of the accounts of the
campaigns of the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him), who were later
classified as historians.

Shaikh 'Abd al-Haggq Muhaddith Dehlvi considers history an
indispensable branch of learning for the student of Hadith and
mentions the close relation between these two branches thus:

EP0, 4 Jam(,wLﬁd)/md,muljﬁ{d,wﬁ/mcw
M(!L’”:/;QILL&C!Z")L’”C)JI;,G'U'rﬁuy/)éuj»/)l
;ﬁdyLd,wumd&&!uﬁudTK;fd)/md,qutg
é:.éjt"kufl,b./du!é,: c«)lg!;’/d;!u:lguﬁ;fﬂélc;
;L“//t,y,iqy;;/'udlgwt@ﬂt;at;JutJ?uan(#f,g/;
Kd;ytaiu@;m,l»?_“u Y ore /fmt_qﬂd:‘; et s
J}?}/U#@l‘r,d! - b0 5K e o sl =l élr‘/;! O)%
Lt B a7 L e Yoot f 2 2

(12)_+/l,u/b/?gl/’b’5'6/L‘,‘H&K&,wﬁuﬁgn
[The knowledge of a broken chain of authorities and
dropping of a reporter depend upon the information that
the reporter and the person from whom he reported did not
see each other, and this in turn can be ascertained by the
tact that they did not meet each other, and the transmitter
did not collect his information from whom he is
transmitting and the reporter was not given an ijaza
(permission) to transmit traditions. This al is known
through history, which deals with the reporters, copyists
and rijal (authorities) of Hadith, their birth, death, period
of their collection of Hadith and their journey, etc.... in
short with almost all the affairs of life. Due to this very
reason the Muhaddithun and Mashaikh al-Hadith consider
history...a very basic thing and of immense importance,
and in one degree 'llm-al-Hadith is based on history.]

All the scholars of Idamic history hold the view that the

6
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Muslim historians off early period followed in their works on
biography, genealogy, conquests and other historical composition,
like loca histories, tabagat, etc., a style which was adopted by the
traditionists in their oral and written transmission of Hadith. Even
the form of their presentation was that of the Hadith, and it was
primarily the study of Hadith which necessitated the study of
history.

Professor Hitti in his article on "History" in the Engyeopaedia
of Social Scionces, while discussing the diferent infuences which
were responsible for the development of Mudslim historiography
and while mentioning the early historical works composed by
various Muslim scholars, observes:

In these carly historical works and in others which followed
the torm of presentation was that of the stereotyped religious
tradition (Hadith). Each event is related in words of eye-witnesses
or contemporaries and transmitted to the final narrator-the author,
through a chain of intermediary reporters. Thus al-Baladhuri
introduces his story of the capitulation of Ngjran to the Prophet:

Bakr ibn a-Haitham related to me that 'Abd Allah ibn
Salih related to him, on the authority of a-Layth ibn Sad,
on the authority of Yunus ibn Yazid a-Ayli, on the
authority of a-Zuhri, who said....(*%)

Appreciating this form of presentation, he continues, "this
tracing of the event to its ultimate source served to develop
exactitude, as did also the insistence on dating occurrences even to
the month and day." (*%)

Similarly, in his introduction to Kitab Futuh al-Buldan, he
elaborates the above statement by saying: The chief source from
which history writing flowed was tradition (Hadith); it was a pious
custom that when Moslems met, one should ask for news (Hadith),
and the other should relate a saying or anecdote of Muhammad.
Each event is related in the words of eye-witnesses of
contemporaties and transmitted to the final narrator through a
chain of intermediate reporters. The authenticity of the reported
fact depends on (1) the continuity of the chain and (2) the
confidence in each reporter?(*)

Comparing this form of presentation with the modern
historical methodology, he pays it a high tribute by observing:

7
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This form of historic composition is unique in the case of the
Arabs and meets the most essential requirements of modern
historiography, namely, "back to the source" and "trace the line of
authorities".(*°)

Margoliouth, another great Orientalist (editor of a number of
valuable Arabic works, and an author of many books), while
tracing the beginnings of Arabic history, compares the form of
presentation of the Mudlims with that of the Greek historians and
acknowledges its superiority over their system, as well as over the
Chrigtian and Jewish historical as well as religious literature and
observes: As we have seen, the Arabic historians render the
tracing of sources far easier than those of other nations by the fact
their history is a development of Ahadith (the Traditions). It does
not begin with either the continuous or the offcial chronicle, but
with the narratives of the eye-withesses. The possession of this
system gave the Muslims an obvious advantage in their
controversies with Jews and Christians, who gave more the
appearance of taking their information on trust. They had no chain
of authorities for either sacred or secular history. Where, e.g., the
Greek historians are not describing their own experiences, they
rarely give us the opportunity of testing the sources of the
information which they present; we have to assume that it was
obtained from people who knew. Ultimately the Jews had to
compose an isnad for their Taurah."(*)

It would be enlightening if we examine our above point of
view in the light of certain historical works produced by the
Muslim scholars.

Ibn Hisham relates, in his Sra of the Prophet, the Prophet's
grief a the martyrdom of Jafar in the battle of Muta:

Says Ibn Ishaq that Abd Allah ibn Bakr told him, on the
authority of Umm-i-Musa al-K huzaiya, on the authority of Umm-
i-Jafar bint Muhammad b. Jafar b. Jafar b. Abi Tdib, on the
authority of her grandmother Asma bint Umais who said....(*)

Jahshiyari in his Kitab al-Wuzara w-al-Kuttab, while tracing
the causes of the daughter of the Bermicides at the hands of Harun
al-Rashid, prefixes an Isnad to the text by saying:"And said 'Ubaid
Allah b. Yahyab. Khagan: | questioned Masrur, the elder, in the
days of a-Mutawakkil...about the cause of the murder of Jafar at

8
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the hands of al-Rashid who said...(*)

Al-Baladhuri gives an account of the Prophet's instructions
issued to Amr ibn Hazm, while sending him to al-Y aman, thus:

oe ol Whas JUB {a.{l e oo JUB ruad] (susg
() ool Jgasy &8 Bloessl o9 dama
[And al-Husain told me on the authority of Yahya b.

Adam, on the authority of Ziyacd on the authority of
Muhammad b. Ishaq that the Prophet of Allah....]

A similar style is adopted in their works by Ibn Jarir Tabari,
Ibn Athir, Ibn Kathir and other important Muslim historians.

Another way of handling traditions, to which the Mudim
historians have sometimes resorted, is that in which the compiler
combines diferent traditions into one continuous whole, prefixing
a statement of his authorities or contenting himself by interrupting
the narrative, wherever need may be, by citing the particular
authority.

For instance, a-Baladhuri himself acknowledges in the
beginning of his Futuh al-Buldan, "I have been informed by
certain men learned in tradition, biography and the conquests of
lands whose narrative transmitted, abridged and pieced up together
into one whole.(*)

A very recent example of traditional method of presentation is
to be found in the historical work produced by Shah Wali Allah
Muhaddith Dehlavi. In his book Izalat al-Khafa ‘An Khilafat al-
Khulafa, heisvery careful in prefixing Isnad to the text.

This application of the method of Hadith to historiography by
the Muslims has enhanced the value of their works, and has
infuenced the modern historical methodology to such an extent
that it seemsto be an offshoot of the ‘Iim al-Hadith.
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*Dr. Amanullah Khan

Early Mudlim Historiography

Historiography was among the earliest disciplines cultivated
by the Muslims after the advent of Islam. Numerous definitions
have been attached to the word history. It would be noted with
interest if we give below some definitions from scholars — modern
and ancient, Non-Muslims and Muslims:

James Thompson Shotwell observes:

Theword history is used in two senses. It may mean either
the record of events or events themselves. Originaly
limited to ingiry and statement, it was only in
comparatively modern times that the meaning of the word
was extended to include the phenomena which form or
might form their subject...

History in the wider sense is all that has happened, not
merely al the phenomena of human life, but those of the
natural world as well. It includes everything that under-
goes change; and as modern science has shown that there
is nothing absolutely static, therefore, the whole universe
and every part of it hasits history.(*)

Henry Elmer Barnes informs:

In an objective snese history is to use the words of
Professor Robinson, ‘all we know about everything man

* Journal of the Research Society of Pakistan, University of the Punjab, Vol. VIII, No. 4,
pp. 1-13, published by Research Society of Pakistan, Lahore, 1973
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has ever done, or thought, or hoped or felt’. Subjectively
or psychologically expressed, history may be regarded as
arecord of al that has occurred within the realm of human
consciousness. (%)

Henri Barr and Lucien Febvre remark:

That in the broadest sense history comprises nature as well
as humanity... In its narrower sense — history is the study
of change in humanity. The formula that history is the
study of human facts of the past athough general and
perhaps allittle vague, excludes no element of history. (%)

Allama Sakhawi (831-902 A.H. / 1427-1497 A.D.) had given a
broader view of History long before:

In sum, the term Tarikh signifies a branch of learning that
is concerned with research regarding the occurances
which take place in time, in the intention to establish their
character and their place in time. In fact, it is concerned
with everything that was (and is) in the world.(*%)

Earlier, in the first half of the fourth century of Muslim era,
Al-Mas‘udi (d. 346) commenting on history observed:

History is a branch of knowledge which is enjoyed by
both scholars and ignorant persons and which is relished
by both the stupid and the intelligent. Everything
remarkable becomes known through history. Every marvel
gains its appreciation through it. Noble and sublime
character qualities are derived from it. The political
education of kings and others is based on it. History
collects for you the first and the last (of persons and
things), insufficiency and abundance, nomadic life and
city life (persons and) things of the past. Many judgments
(regarding the moral and legal character of things) are
based upon history. The knowledge of it is considered as
an asset in any gathering and station.(®) Al-Mas‘udi
continues that his incentive to write works on history
(tarikh) and world events (akhbar) was the desire to follow
the aim which was aspired to and followed after by
scholars and sages, and the wish to leave in the world a
praise worthy memory and ready, well arranged
knowledge.(®)

12
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Ibn Khaldun (d. 1406 A.D.), the great Muslim philosopher,
gave new meaning to history:

History is a discipline widely cultivated among nations
and races. It is eagerly sought after. The men in the strest,
the ordinary people aspire to know it. Kings and leaders
viefor it.

Both the learned and the ignorant are able to understand it.
For on the surface history is no more than information
about palitical events, dynasties, and occurrences of the
remote past, elegantly presented and spiced with proverbs.
It serves to entertain large, crowded gatherings and brings
to us an understanding of human affairs. (It shows) how
changing conditions affected (human affairs), how certain
dynasties came to occupy an ever wider space in the
world, and how they settled the earth until they heard the
call and their time was up.

The inner meaning of history, on the other hand, involves
speculation and an attempt to get at the truth, subtle
explanation of the causes and origins of existing things,
and deep knowledge of the how and why of events.
(History), therefore, is firmly rooted in philosophy. It
deserves to be accounted a branch of (philosophy).()

Taking of the excellence of historiography and critically
appreciating the various approaches to history, Ibn Khaldun stated:

It should be known that history is a discipline that has a
great number of (different) approaches. Its useful aspects
are very many. Its goa is distinguished. (History) makes
us acquainted with the conditions of past nations as they
are reflected in their (national) character. It makes us
acquainted with the biographies of the Prophets and with
the dynasties and policies of the rulers. Whoever so
desires may thus achieve the useful result of being able to
imitate historical examples in religious and wordly
matters. The (writing of history) requires numerous
sources and greatly varied knowledge. It also requires a
good speculative mind and thoroughness (Possession of
these two qualities) leads the historian to the truth and
keeps him from dlips and errors. If he trusts historical
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information in its plain transmitted form and has no clear
knowledge of the principles resulting from customs, the
fundamental facts of palitics, the nature of civilization, or
the conditions governing human social organization, and
if, further more, he does not evaluate remote or ancient
material through comparison with near or contemporary
material, he often cannot avoid stumbling and slipping and
deviating from the high road of truth.(®)

There is one thread that runs through all definitions. It is
accepted that the History is the study of humaa past. This view of
History, however, narrower helps to initiate further useful
discussion.

In the field of historiography, innumerable Muslim historians
made their valuable contribution. Ibn Nadim devotes a long
chapter to the studyof historians, Akhbariyyun, Genealogists and
Biographers. He opens the discussion with an account of Ziyad.
Other historians whose lives and works were reviewed included
among others "Ubaid b. Sharyah, ‘Awéanah, Muhammad b. Ishagq,
Abu Mikhnaf, Ishdg b. Bishr, Al-Zuhri, Muhammad b. Saib al-
Kalbi, Hisham al-Kalbi, al-Wagidi, Muhammad b. Sad, Haytham
b. 'Adi, a-Madaini, Muhammad b. Habib, Abd al-Hamid, al-
Katib, Musab b. Abd Allah al-Zubayri, Zubair b. Bakkar, al-
Azragi, a-Baladhuri, Abu'l Farj al-Ispahani and al-Jaltidi. (°)

Al-Mas‘udi has already been mentioned (*°). The renowned
bibliographer Haji Khalifa (1599-1658) made a thorough
investigation into the names of the historical works produced by
the Mudlim scholars. He gives along list in aphabetical order of
one thousand and three hundred such works.(*') And it is evident
that it is not a complete one. It shows the deep interest of Muslims
inthe field of historiograpny

Recent efforts of reputable orientalists, Wustenfeld and
Brokelmann, to collect information about names, lives and works
of Arabic historians, show the great interest and industry of the
Mudlimsin thisfield of learning. Muslim scholars kept themselves
engaged in contributing to this noble art. Beginning of Muslim
historiography and channels through which it flowed merit
attention of scholars.

Many Orientalists(**) hold that the main influence which
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contributed to the devel opmeat of the Mudlim historiography came
from the Persian books of history. Khuda-i-nama, which was
trandated into Arabic by Iba al-Mugaffa (d. 757) under the title
Siyar a-Muliik al-Ajam,(*®) has been specially mentioned. But this
opinion can be revised in the light of comments of Franz
Rosenthal. In his book, A History of Muslim Historiography, he
states:

The available evidence as to the form of Iranian
historiography in the seventh century is very sim. This
much, however, seems certain: There is nothing that
would permit us to assume that the Persians used an
annaligtic arrangement. Everything tends to show that they
did not, and there is the additional theoretica
consideration that the absence of a continuous era would
have made the compilation of a long-range historical
works a difficult task. All those who preferred to stress the
predominance of Persian indvence upon the origins of
Muslim historiography failed to give proof that
simultaneoudy with dynastical historio graphy also the
annalistic form was introduced under Persian infuence, In
fact, this cannot have been the case(*).

He elucidates his point further:

Even supposing that the Hwataynamak and similar
products of Sasanian historiography were based upon
official annals, that would not mean that the historical
works were written in annalistic form... According to the
Arabic versions of Hwataynamak, the only data contained
in it concerned the length of the Teigns of the individual
rulers.(**)

In fact Mudim historiography began and developed under
different influences semi historical, historical, and religious.
Among these, the influence of Islam was dominant. These could
be taken up individually. This will help to assess their impact on
the Muslims historiography.

Pre-Isamic History
Professor Morgoliouth has discussed this aspect:
That Arabic history owes nothing to Greek history and

15



S il gl i,

little if anything to Persian history, seems clear ; but it al'so
appears to be independent of pre-IsSamic Arabian
chronicles.(*)

Professor Hitti adoptsthe sameline:

Although rudementary elements of historiography can be
traced back to the descriptions of the "days', i.e., the
battles between the tribes and such stories as the
"Maribdam”, "the owners of the eephant", and the
digging of the zamzam well-all of pre-Islamic antiquity-
yet Arabic historical writing, in the strict sense of the
term, is a branch of Islamic literature".(*) The writer on
the other hand, of the Articles on Tarikh in the Urdu
Encyclopaedia of 1slam, has tried to trace the influence of
pre Islamic inscriptions, oral and tribal traditions on the
beginning and development of the writing of History
among the Muslims.(*®)

It is a fact that in southern Arabia, especialy in Yemen, the
cradle of ancient culture and civilization, there were many
inscriptions. Some of them survived the destructive hand of ages.
These inscriptions tell the name of the kings of those regions and
the stories related to them. They depicted imperfect, but
comparatively less exaggerated picture of the century preceding
Islam. In the words of Morgoliouth:

We may call many of the inscriptions historical records,
though normally the form which they take is to give the
reason why some votive offering was presented to a god.
Such inscriptions commence with the name or names of
the donors and an accouunt or list of the services whereby
the deity had earned such a gift.(*)

Theinfuence of inscrsiptionsis further explained:

Pcople used to tdl stories about their past in an
exaggerated form. These stories were transmitted through
oral tradition to the Muslims of the first century of their
era, who with the help of their imagination devel oped such
stories further and continued transmitting those to the
succeeding generations, who continued considering such
stories as ancient history. "Ubaid b. Sharyah and Wahab b.
Munabbih gave place to such storiesin their works and the
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former was among the authorities of 1bn Ishag. Thus this
infuence crept into the works of later historians and
affected the development of critical outlook and
obstructed in the way of understanding ancient history.(*)

This discussion encourages further explanation:

That such inscriptions had little attraction for the Muslims,
for, what these inscriptions record directly is not tribal or
national history, but the record of service rendered by a
fictitious deity, rewarded by a pagan rite. The very names of
deities and offering of images were sufficient to evoke dislike
in the minds of the Muslim Arabs.

No doubt, ‘Ubaid b. Sharyah on the orders of Hadrat Amir
Mu‘iwiyah wrote'Kitab al-Amthal and Kitab al-Multk wall
Akhbar al-Madiyyun'(**) and Wahab ibn Munabbih composed
'Kitab al-Mubtada’(*%), but these works are not before us to see
how they utilized the oral tradition-whether or not they
accepted that with criticism.

Arabic historians in general seem to be very cautious in
accepting ancient history. Even in the first century of their era
they had under the infuence of Islamic teachings in genera
and under the injunctions of the Qur’an and Hadith in
particular, developed an excellent critical outlook. Especialy
the Science of Tradition had contributed much to the cause of
history by furnishing the Muslim historian with a science of
criticism, which he applied to every aspect of the field.

If, a all, the above influence, through certain sources, crept
into the sphere of Muslim historiography, it is so insignificant
that it does not merit attention.

The pre-Islamic Arabian influence of Northern regions made

some inroads in the sphere of expression. The method of narrating
the tribal traditions and the geneology could not remain
uninfluenced.

The Arabs of this region had their tribal traditions. For

preserving them, their memories served as archives. These
traditions were mostly in the form of poetry. On certain occasions,
prose was also used. The mode of expression was inherited by the
Muslim Arabs. Historians narrated the mgjor events in the poetic
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form. It was easier system of history writing for the Arabs, who
even after the advent of 1slam, continued to live in a semi-tribal set
up.

Another infuence though less conspicuous, came from the
pagan Arabs. It was Ansab. The Arabs had devel oped deep interest
in preserving their genealogies from the early times. Respect and
dignity were based on descent. The study of genealogy received
new impetus when Hadrat Umar b. a-Khattab introduced the
system of Atd The task of assigning state pensions required
careful scrutiny of the genealogical relationship of each Muslim
Arab. His kinship to the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) and his
precedence in accepting Islam determined the quantum of pension.

Religious Influence

The preservation of the Qur’an and the Hadith were the chief
aims of the Muslims. This mission shaped the historical outlook of
the Muslims. All other considerations were only secondary.

In the introduction to the History of Maagah (Malaga), Abu
Bakr Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Ali b. Khamis (d. after 636
A.H./ 1239 A.D.) emphasised the importance attached by the
Muslims to the study of history.

Next to the Qur’an and the Sunnah, the most deserving
subjects of assiduous study are history and biography.
They serve to remind (man) of the fact that time turns its
children up and down. They show the remarkable events
(anba) which happened in former times. They cal
attention to the (religious) scholars whose activities must
be followed and whose qualities and stories (akhbar) must
be written down. Those scholars will thus be (as) familiar
to you, as if they were standing before you together with
other (living) men, were in contact with you and spoke to
you, and were shown to be exactly as they are said to be.
Those who never saw them personaly will read their
marks. Those whose age did not permit them to see them
will witness their good actions. Their rank and position
will thus be known. It will be known who among them
was conversant with the knowledge acquired through
tradition and understanding and who excelled in the
knowledge acquired through observation and through
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books. It will become clear who was well educated and
equipped for leadership. Great zeal will be displayed in
order to reach them and share their status.(**)

Allama Igbal the great poet philosopher also shares with other
Muslim scholars, when he attaches an immense importance to the
study of history for the growth of Muslim community.(*)

In fact, the Holy Qur’an has laid emphasis on history as a
readistic and purposeful account of facts of human experience.
Allah has said thisin the Qur’an:

Lw x
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In their history verily their is a lesson for men of
understanding. It is no invented story but a confirmation
of the existing (scripture) and a detailed explanation of

every thing, and a guidance and a mercy for folk who
believe.

A practical incentive for the study of history came from the
fact that the Qur’an contains abundant historical data. The Qur’an
tells past events. There is a detailed information about the people
of Nth, Hud, Madyan and Thamid. It gives the narratives of the
Prophets Miasa and Héarlin (peace ba upon them) and about
Fir‘awn and Qarlin, about Ashab al-Kahf and about Namriid and
about the Prophets Ibréhim, Yaqub, Yasaf, Dawiid, Sulaiman, 'Tsa
(peace be upon them). These narratives convey moral lessons.
Through them the likes and didlikes of Allah the Almighty are
told. Avoiding the didikes and following the likes were the ways
towards human good. In fact, the Muslims got their historical
realism due to these records of the past.

Asthe art of Tafsir developed among the Muslims, the Qur’an
interpreters were forced by the above circumstances to look for
illustrative historical information. In the course of time, the
occupation with the historical material of the Qur’an came to be
considered one of the branches of learning that were developed in
connection with the Qur’an.

The Qur’an infuses in its followers with enthusiasm to
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preserve the events of the contemporary history. Predictability is
an important feature of the study of history. The Qur’an gives us
the guidelinein this respect:
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The Romans have been defeated in the nearer land and
they, after their defeat will be victorious within ten years--
Allah'sis the command in the former case and in the latter
and on that day believers will rgoice. In the Allah's help
to victory. He helpeth to victory whom He will. He is the
Mighty, the Merciful.

Moreover, many events concerning the life and times of the
Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) are enunicated in this Holy
Book. These events very soon became historical happenings of
supreme significance to the Mudims, and stimulated historical
research.

The most Gracious and Merciful Allah gives an idea of the
science of time reckoning to his believers by revealing:

(27) :{L ’ k44 )‘:’la % ‘9;950 f_gj
We made night and day two signs. We darkened the sign
of the night, and We made the sign of the day luminous,
so that you might desire excellence from your God and
know the computation of years and (the science of time)

reckoning. And everything we have expalined with a
detailed explanation.

Again Herevedls:
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They ask thee about the new moons. Say, They are means
for measuring time for (the general good of) mankind and
for the Pilgrimage.
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At another place we find:
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It is He Who made the sun a "luminary”, and the moon a
light, and ordained for it stages, that you might know the
number of years and reckoning (of time). Allah only
created that for a good reason establishing distinct signs
for people who have knowledge. Surely in the variation of
the night and the day, and that which Allah has created in
the heavens and the earth, there are signs for people who
keep their duty.

The Qur’anic injunctions were followed when annalistic
fixation of history took place during the caliphate of Hadrat Umar
ibn al-Khattéb. He invented the Islamic Era.

Professor Morgoliouth says in this connection:

..We note certain mcthods devised by the Arabic
historians for ensuring accuracy in the record of events.
One is dating them by the year and month, and even the
day. The historian of civilization, Buckle, states that this
practice in Europe is not earlier than 1597 A. D. Among
Arab historians we find it developed in Tabari and an
earlier author al-Haitham b. Adi, born 130 A. H., is
credited with a history arranged in order of years. For such
a purpose an era was nhecessary, and it is asserted that the
practice of dating by the Prophet's Hijrah was introduced
by the second caliph.(*)

The Musims took keen interest in the personaity and
teachings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him).
The compilation of traditions relating to his life, activities, and
teachings became their chief concern. This task also coloured their
historical outlook.

The scholars who devoted themselves to this stupendous work
were described as Muhaddithun. From amongst them arose
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another class known as Akhbariyyin, genealogists and writers of
the campaigns of the Prophet (peace be upon him) who were later
on identified as historians. The works on Traditions were different
from those written on Siyar (biography) and campaigas of the
Prophet (peace be upon bim). Historical method was first of all
introduced and applied at a large scale to the works composed on
biography and campaigns (Siyar and Maghazi). This is correct in
the light of the evidence of the earliest works. They arein the form
of biogra phies, books of conquests, genealogies and classified
sketches (tabaqgat) of Traditionists. A rare attempt was also made
by a Yamanite story-teller ‘Ubaid b. Sharyah(*'), who composed
for caliph Mu'awiyah (661-80) number of works dealing with the
ancient history of South Arabia. But the presentation was weak
and failed to attract the Arabs.

The domains of Siyar and Maghézi in their carlier phases
overlapped and were not distinctly delimitated. The works
generally included events relating to the life of the Prophet, his
activities, and the accounts of his battles, etc.

The caliph ‘Umar bin ‘Abd a‘Aziz gave specia attention to
the science of Maghazi and issued orders that separate study
circles should be set up for the writing of the battles of the Holy
Prophet. He also ordered ‘Asim b. Qatadah Ansari (d 120 AH or
104, 119, 127, 129), who was a specidist in this science to give
lessons to the people in the congregational Mosque of Damascus
on Maghazi and Managqjib.(*¥)

About the same time, Imam Zuhri wrote an independent work
on Maghazi and it was the first book in this subject(*). It was due
to Imam Zuhri that the interest in Maghazi and Sira was
augumented. His school produced many persons who were experts
inthisart.

Of the pupils of Imém Zuhri, Masa b. ‘Ugbah (d. 141 AH),
acquired a great reputation. Imam Malik was Musa's pupil in
Hadith and was his great admirer. He used to tell people in
persuasive discourses to learn Maghazi from him if they really had
liking for it. His works showed a special care in verifying the
authenticity of the traditions and he had the general affection for
giving details. His works, therefore, could he considered as
comprehensive histories.
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[The discussion in this article provides vital information for

the understanding of the subsequent Muslim Historiography.
Whatever was written in the realm, it showed a deep imprint of the
early era. It would be rather correct to assume that the subsequent
Muslim historiography is incomprehensible without a rea
awareness of the knowledge of the early Muslim historiography.
This, indeed, is true of the present and the past historiographical
cfforts of the Muslims of Pakistan. Editor.]
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*Dr. Amanullah Khan

Al-Waqidi — An Assessment of His
Position asan Historian

Abu Abd Allah Muhammad b. Umar b. Wagid al-Waqidi, a
renowned scholar of the second Century of Mudim Era, was a
native of Madina. Information about his life, activities and works,
and about his position as a Traditionist and an Historian, can be
collected from such sources as:

Tabagat(1), al-Maarif(?), Fihrist(®), Tarikh Baghdad(*),
Mu‘jam a-Udaba(®), Wafyat a-Ayan(®), Mizan-a. I'tidal(’),
Tahdhib al-Tahdhib(?), Tarikh adab al-Lughat al-Arabiyya(®),
Lectures on Arabic Historians(*®), Encyclopaedia of 1slam(*), the
monthly Maarif(*), and G.A.L.("%), etc.

Al-Wagidi was born in the year 130 A.H. He was so called
after his grand father a-Wagid; and he was called a-Adami as he
was a mawla of ‘Abd Allah b. Buraida who belonged to the
Medinite family of Aslam- a descendant of Salim. Al-Wagidi was
avery industrious student and was interested in different branches
of learning. In order to quench his thirst for knowledge he would
go to the renowned and erudite scholars of histime. Thelist of his
teachers includes such important persons as Imam Malik b. Anas,
Sufyan a-Thauri, Abu Mashar, Ibn Abi Zi’l, ‘Umar b. Rashid,
Rabiah b. Uthman and Muhammad b. Tjlan, etc. Ibn Juraij, who is
associated with the commencement of the study of Tradition, was

* Chairman (R), Department of Islamic Studies, University of the Punjab,
Lahore
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also among his teachers.

Likewise, the list of his pupils, who delivered traditional
information on his authority, includes a nunmber of distinguished
luminaries of histime, like his secretary Muhammad b. Sad, Abu
Hasan a-Ziyadi, Muhammad b. Ishag-al-Sughani, Abd Allah b. al-
Hassan a-Hashmi and Harithb. Osama, etc. Imam Shafi"i, Abu
Ubaid a Qasim b. Sallam and Muhammad b. Y ahya a-Azdi have
also conveyed information on his authority.

The range of a-Wagidi's studies coverd Tafsir, Hadith,
Jurisprudence, Genealogy and History. A specia attention was
paid by him to History in which he acquired the greatest skill and
fame. By the year 170 A.H. he had become a prominent figure
among the Medinese scholars of repute. It was mostly due to his
erudition and skill in History that he, on the occasion of Harun al-
Rashid's pilgrimage in the above year, was recommended to him
as the best authority on the holy places of his native town. So he
acted as a guide to the Caliph and his most benevolent vizier
Y ahyahb. Khalid, when they visited the sacred places.

Khatib Baghdadi tells us how al-Wagidi, in 180 A.H. when he
met with the financia difficulties, paid his first visit to Baghdad.
There at first he went to the residence of Yahya b. Khalid and
called on him. He was kindly received by that great vizier who
gave him rich gifts and provided him with abundant money to
repay his debts. He also provided him with a furnished house to
livein; and when al-Wagidi requested him to allow him to go back
for a time to Madina for paying off his debts, he made
arrangements for his journey. On a-Wagidi's return to Baghdad,
he was once again warmly received by Yahya and this time was
presented to Harun al-Rashid at Rakka where he was holding his
court. The Cadliph recalled with pleasure his visit to Madina and
gave him rich gifts.(*Y)

Yagqut al-Hamavi conveys us the information of a-Waqidi's
being appointed by Harun, judge of the Eastern quarter of
Baghdad.(*®) But J. Horovitz criticises the statement of Yaqut by
saying, The older sources make no reference to his receiving from
Harun the office of Kadi of the castern quarter of Baghdad, the
story first appearsin Yagut, Udaba, VI, 56 without a source being
given".(**) We may solve this puzzle by referring to Khatib
Baghdadi and Ibn Haar al-Asgalani. Khatib says in this
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connection:
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Al-Waqidi entered Baghdad and he was appointed Qadi of
the eastern quarters of the City.

Ibn Hajar makes it more clear by giving a statement on the
authority of Ahmad b. Mansur a-Rimadi. He says:

Gl o e lde aud cgolapdl Hguaie ol el JLEg
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Says Ahmad b. Mansur a Rimadi: Ali b. a Madini came
to us in Baghdad in the year 87 or 88 (i.e.,, 187 or 188
A.H., when Harun al-Rashid was ill in the seat of

Cdliphate); and he said further that at the time al-Wagidi
was working as our Qadi.

From the above statement it is quite evident that al-Wagidi
worked as a Qadi of Baghdad in the Cdiphate of Harun al-Rashid.
And it is quite clear that he was appointed Qadi by no other person
than Harun himself.

Afterwards in the Caliphate of Mamun-al-Rashid he was
appointed Qadi of Askar-al-Mahdi (Al- Mahdi's camp) in Rusafa
which position he held till his death.

Both the Abbasid Caliphs, Harun and Mamun, and the
Bermicide vizier Yahya held Wagidi in very high esteem. They
met his demands, bestowed their favours upon him and provided
him with facilities. Khatib tells us an anecdote of considerable
interest which depicts the very good nature of al-Wagidi and at the
same time shows his close reations with Mamun. He says,
Al-Waqidi wrote to the Caiph complaining of some difficulty
which had compelled him to run into debt, mentioning the amount,
Mamun replied on the reverse of the letter received by him. You
have, | see, two qualities, munificence and modesty: the former
has caused you to deal lavishly with your possessions, the latter
has induced you to mention to us only part of the debt which you
have incurred. And we have ordered such and such amount for
you. If we have fulfilled your request, then practise even grcater
liberality than before, for the treasuries of God are open, and His
hand is stretched out in munificence, You yourself reported to me
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when you were a-Rashid's judge that the Prophet said to
al-Zubair: The keys of wealth are in front of the Throne, and God
Al-Mighty sends down to mankind their provision according to
their expenditure, whoso spends much will receive much, and who
so spends little receives little. Wagidi stated that he had forgotten
that tradition, and was more rejoiced at Mamun's reminding him of
it than by his gift.(*)

His Faith

Al-Wagidi is described by Ibn al-Nadim a Shiite of the
moderate school. He says:

() - ! s iy S5
We are further told by him that he considered the practice of
Tagiyyato be lawful.

(%) -4zl o3y
Anditisalsotobefoundinthe Fihrist:
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That he transmitted the statement that Ali (Peace Be Upon
Him) was one of the Miraculous signs of the Prophet
(Peace Be Upon Him) like the rod of Musa (Peace Be
Upon Him) and the revival of the dead by Isa lbn Maryam
(Peace Be Upon Him).

J. Horovitz also holds the same opinion as is professed by Ibn-
a-Nadim, and according to his view a-Waqgidi had a great
inclination for Shi‘ite tendencies and he practised tagiyya even in
his kitab al-Maghazi. He says. When we are further told in the
Fehrist that Wakidi also studied takiya(®*®) (Yazamu'l takiya) this
isin keeping with his point of view in the Kitab al-Maghazi; for
there Ali's name is not mentioned in several accounts of eventsin
which Ibn Ishak expressly mentions his participation and Wakidi
did not suppress traditions hostile to Ali....On the other hand, the
very title of the monograph Mawlid al-Hasan wal Hussain (see
above) reveals a Shi‘i attitude-a non-Shi'i would hardly have dealt
with this subject-and the zeal for Ali is aso seen in the fact that
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Wakidi collects a great deal of evidence of Muhammad's having
died in Ali's bosom...(**)

But it is remarkable to note that the same biographer of
Waqidi, after arriving at the above conclusion, says: The story in
the Fihrist seems, however, to be isolated and the Shi'i rijal books
do not quote Wakidi.(*)

His Death

Al-Waqidi died at Baghdad in the year 207 AH, while he had
reached the 78" year of his age. He was burried in the Khaizuran
cemetery and the funeral service was conducted by Muhammad
b. Samma‘ah al-Tamimi.(*®) Such a munificent person was he that
when he died, even shroud cloth could not be found in his house to
cover his body. Al-Mamun became aware of the fact, and he made
arrangements for his funeral.(*")

HisWorks

The list of Wagidi's works is lengthy and varied, and is to be
found in the Fihrista(®®) and Mufjam-al-Udaba,(*) etc. Mostly his
works are of historical nature and they cover the early history of
Makka and Madina as well as the Muslim period. From the titles
of the works severa of which are monograph types-it is gathered
that Waqidi favoured that style which was favourcd by al-
Madaini. Like a-Madaini he has composed monographs on
specia incidents in the history of Islam such as "Wafat al-Nabi,"
"a Sagifa wa-Baiat Abu Bakr", "Siffin," "a-Jama", "Magtal
a-Hussain" and "al-Ridda", etc. But he is considered to be a more
serious personage than either Madalini or Hisham a-Kalbi.(*)
Three of a-Wagidi's compositions seem to be very comprehensive
books on the early history of Isslam. One is his "a-Tarikh al-
Kabir" (the Great History), the other is "al-Tabagat" which is the
foundation of the Tabagat of Ibn Sad, and the third is his "a-
Tarikh wal Maghazi wal Mab'ath," it.,, an account of the
Prophet's mission and his campaigns. Some of the titles of his
other works are:

Akhbar Makka", "Futuh-al-Sham," "Futuh al-Iraq”, "Harb al-
Auswa'l khazraj", "Amr al-Habshawal-Fil", "'a-Sira", "Azwgj al-
Nabi", "Srat Abu Bakar wa Wafatuhu", "Mawlid al-Hassan wal
Hussain," Darb al-Dananir Wal-Darahim" and Tarikh al-Fugaha',
etc.

29



S il glel i,

According to Margoliouth the only work of al-Wagidi which
has seen the light of the day is a part of his Maghaz, published in
Calcutta, and a translation in German of a fuller Ms. preserved in
the British Museum.(**) A photostat copy of the above manuscript
is also found in the library of the Punjab University, Lahore. Jurji
Zaydan gives the following titles of his published works:

1. Kitab al-Maghazi.

2. Futuh a-Sham

3. Fath Ifrigiyyah

4. Fath al-Ajam

5. Fath Misr wal Iskandriya

and a number of books on conquest like Fath Minaf wall Jazirah,
etc. A manuscript copy of his "Tafsir al-Qur'an” is aso to be
found.(*)

But according to Margoliouth and Horovitz, the Futuh al-
Sham and Futuh al-1raq have not been preserved; the books which
go under these names belong to a later date and have been credited
to Wakidi.(¥)

His Evaluation:

Al-Wagidi has been a very controversia figure with the
Muslim scholars of repute. While some recognize him as an
authority in the field of Hadith and History, others reject him for
Hadith proper. Khatib Baghdadi, Ibn Hajar Asgalani and Allama
Dhahabi have collected the verdicts of different luminaries, both
favourable and unfavourable to him. Among his admirers and
supporters are persons like Drawardi, Yagub b. Shaiba, Musab
Zubairi, Ibn Numair, Yazid b. Harun and al-Baladhuri's teacher
Abu Ubaid a-Qasim b. Sallam, etc. And those who do not accept
him as an authority in the matters of Hadith and who doubt his
reliability are: Imam Bukhari, Imam Nisai, Imam Shafi'i, Ibn al-
Madini, Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal, Yabya b. Muin, Imam Abu
Daud, Abu Hatim and Imam Darqutni, etc. Imam Dhahabi saysin
"Mizan al-I'tidal"

(*)-31501 a9 e g laa¥l il
Thereis consensus of opinion on the weakness of al-Wagidi.
This side of the critics of Wagidi is very strong and it includes
the Imams of the Science of Tradition. So we are constrained to
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say that in the matters of Hadith, al-Waqidi is not to be relied
upon. But in the field of history he is to be recognized as an
authority. In history he has been quoted and relied upon by such
important historians as Tabari, Ibn Sad and a-Baadhuri. Even
certain Imams, as we will see in the course of our discussion, have
collected historical information from him and have considered him
to be the most authentic source on history. Aftergiving an account
of the favourable remarks passed about him by the different
scholars, Yaqut says:
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With all this (praise) he has aso been criticized and
termed as Da'if (reporter) by a section of traditionists...
But in the matters concerning History, Biography, Figh
and al other branches of learning, he is reliable
unanimously.

Khatib Baghdadi pays bim a tribute in the following glowing
words:
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Al-Wagidi entered Baghdad, and he was appointed Qadi
of the Eastern quarters of the city. He is one of those
persons whaose reputation has reached the four corners of
the world. His personality is known to dl, those persons
who know about the history of people. The riders have
spread (in the world) with his books on Maghaz,
Biography, Tabagat, Akhbar al Nabi, on the events which

occured in the Prophet's life and after his death; and with
his works on Figh and the differences of people in Hadith
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etc. And he was a munificent and noble person and was
famous for his generosity.

From the study of Tarikh Baghdad we come to know that al-
Waqidi was very careful in collecting information for his historical
works. He would go and personaly inspect the places of the
battles of the Prophet, and would have information only from the
most reliable persons.(*") God, the most Merciful Lord, had given
him a very sharp memory. Yagut gives an account of the size of
Wagid's library. When he moved from the Western to the Eastern
side of Baghdad, his books formed 120 camel loads: for al1 that he
boasted that whereas other people possessed more books than was
stored in their memories, in his case the contents of his memory
were the more copious. He says thus:

j\S‘ ‘LngY‘ a o L -JB «l 6.\5‘3.” o daw (ol (899
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It was perhaps due to his erudition, sharp memory and
carefulness that he was held in very high esteems by the great
Imam Malik, and he was consulted by the Imam in the matters
concerning history. Khatib records an anecdote wherein the said
Imam is shown collecting information from al-Wagidi and he is
depicted using praiseworthy words for him. Khatib proceeds thus
ade dil o @il o @I B e ol o S Jide
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Imam Malik b. Anas was asked as to what treatment was
extended to that woman who poisoned the holy Prophet
(Peace be upon him) in Khyber. He expressed his

ignorance about the matter and told that he would collect
information about it from the learned men. Afterwards, he
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met Wagidi and said 'O' Abu Abd Allah! What the holy
Prophet did with that woman who poisoned him in
Khyber. The reply was that she was got killed. Now Malik
said (to the enquirers): | have collected information from
the learned men and the information is that she was killed.

European scholars hold him very high and consider him an
authority of first order on carly Muslim history. His specia
attention to chronology has won him praise from them, and has
made his work much valuable. J. Horovitz says, Wakidi's merit
lies mainly in his transmission of a very large amount of material
and in fixing its chronology.(*) His particular style, as is seen in
his Kitab al Maghaz, that is, assimilating the different stories
together so as to reproduce them as a comprehensive whole and
prefixing the list of his authorities in the beginning of the book and
sometimes in the beginning of cach chapter, has also made him
favourable in the eyes of modern scholars of history. Though this
was a style already adopted by Imam Zuhri and Ibn Ishag, yet it
was a cause of criticism of the traditionists who pay the highest
attention to the chain of authorities for each event and each saying.
This very style, though in an improved form, was afterwards
adopted by a-Baladhuri in his Futuh al-Buldan. Even then J.
Horovitz complains that Wakidi's work is of a style adopted in the
works on Hadith. He says, "In Wakidi also the traditions either
separately or digested into one record follow one another without
being linked up together just as in works on Hadith, but quite
contrary to the method of Ibn Ishag who gives them great cohesion
by adding a connecting text.(*)

Kitab al-Maghaz:

The manuscript contained in the British Museum, a photostat
copy of whichisalso to be found in the Punjab University Library,
comprises 252 falios, i.e., 504 pages. In the very beginning of the
work we find a list of al-Waqidi's authorities from whom he
collected traditional as well as historica information. Many of the
authorities, quoted by Wagidi, like Imam Zuhri, Musab. Ugba and
Abu Mashar, etc., had themselves composed works on Maghaz.
The list comprises entirely the names of well-known and well-
informed scholars. Sometimes in the beginning of the new
chapters of his book Waqgidi also gives the names of his other
reporters. And sometimes he prefixes a chain of reporters to the

33



S il glel i,
most important information.

The book, as appears from its title, deals with the campaigns
of the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him) and it throws no light on the
Prophet's life at Makka and his Hijra, After giving the names of
different battles of the Prophet and the expeditions despatched by
him, and fixing their dates, Al-Wagidi goes on giving a detailed
account of those battles and expeditions. He discusses in fullest
details the battles of Badr, Uhad and Khandag, the pact of
Hudaibiya, the battles of Khaiber and Mu'ta, the grand Victory of
Makka, the battles of Hunain, Taif and Tabuk, etc. and throws
light on almost all other battles and expeditions. Banu Nadir, Banu
Quraiza and Fadak, etc. He also sheds light on the He has aso
discussed the affairs of acceptance of 1slam by Amr Ibn-al-As and
on the Hajj of Abu Bakr, known as Hgjj-Akbar in the history of
Islam. A very detailed description of the Hijjat d Wada, the last
sermon of the Prophet-a gist of his teachings and his last words-
are aso to be found in the book. The book ends with a mention of
the preparations which were being made for the despatch of the
Muslim army under Usama b. Zaid in the year 11 A.H.
Throughout his work it is seen that he is very careful in fixing the
dates of each event and each battle. Before giving an account of
each battle he would definitely fix its date and year. It is
remarkable to note that he has furnished us with the minutest
details of the important battles of the Prophet. He would give the
names of the participants, would throw light on the preparations
made, and would draw a scene of the battle field bcfore our eyes.
He would also discuss the treatment extended to the prisoners and
would mention about the division of the bounties. Moreover, he
would bring to light the difference of opinions of the companions
of the Prophet on certain matters and the verdicts of the holy
Prophet in that connection.

His interest in the holy Qur'an, Hadith and Figh is seen
throughout his work. He quotes verses of the Qur'an revealed in
connection with diferent battles, thus he discusses Sura Al-Anfal
in connection with the battle of Badr and tells us what was
revealed in the Holy Qur'an about Uhad, Banu Nadir, the battle of
Khandaqg and the battle of Tabuk, etc. It is remarkable to note that
he closes his book even with a Qur'anic verse by which Hadrat
Abu Bakr argued that the despatch of Usama b. Zaid's army was
essential.

34



S il glel i,

He also uses poetry, as was a general practice in those days, as
a vehicle of history and quotes poetical couplets in making the
narrative more comprehensive. But unlike lbn Ishag, he does not
make a very extensive use of it.

It is strange to note that Wagidi neither includes Ibn Ishag
among authorities, nor quotes in his work, his remarkable work on
Maghazi. Harovitz has tried to solve this problem by saying:
...Wakidi never mentions by name his most celcbrated
predecessor in the field of biography of the Prophet, Muhammad
b. Ishag. Thisis all the more remarkable as he not only (in Tabari,
I11, 2512) passes a very favourable verdict on him but undoubtedly
made very great use of his book and obviously follows him in the
arrangement of the material...; he possibly wished to coneal his
indebtedness by not mentioning the name of 1bn Ishag.(*)

We may conclude with the words that the importance of this
work as a valuable source of the Prophet's campaigns and his life
at Madina and the Muslim History during the Prophet's time is
very great.
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Ahmad B. Dawad Aba Hanifa Al-Dinawari
(d.c. 282 A.H./895 A.D.)

Abi Hanifa Ahmad b. Dawid al-Dinawari, a well known,
erudite and celebrated Muslim scholar was born at Dinawar — a
city of Persian Irag, Probably in the first decade of the 3 century
of Hijra. The sources, which throw light on his life and works are:
Fihrist(*), Mu’jam al-Udaba(®), Bughyat al-Wu’at(®), Khizanat al-
Adab(?), and the Encyclopaedia of Islam(®), etc.

Y aqat says about him:

ol 4S1g C;&é}ﬁ‘j Cy}..aﬁ;.” YRy ‘LSJ}L.""H o> gl
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(°)-4a8 &),
Abi Hanifa al-Dinawari received his education from the
scholars of Basra and Kiafa, and profited chiefly from Ibn
al-Sikkit. And who was a grammarian, lexicographer,

geometrician, astronomer, mathematician and the most
reliable reporter.

He further records on the authority of Abt Hayyan al-Tauhidi,
a debate which took place in the salon (alarge room or a place for
socia gatherings) of Abu Sa‘id al-Sairafi, the grammarian, as to
whether Abti Hanifa al-Dinawari or the great Jahiz of Basra was

* Chairman (R), Department of Islamic Studies, University of the Punjab,
Lahore
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the better stylist. Aba Sa’1d endeavoured to settle the controversy
making Abu Hanifa’s more idiomatic Arabic whereas Jahiz the
more original in his matter and more attractive.(")

The study of Mu’jam al-Udaba shows that Aba Hanifa
occupied a unique and most honourable place not only among his
contemporary Muslim scholars of repute, but also among those
luminaries who had passed before him and who succeeded him.
Abu Hayyan says that he placed three writers at the head of all
who had ever composed any work: They were Jahiz of Basra, Aba
Hanifa a-Dinawart and Abt Zaid Ahmad b. Sahl a-Balkhi. About
Abi Hanifa he says:
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And he was among the greatest scholars. He combined the
wisdom of philosophers with the eloquence of the Arabs;
in every department of knowledge he had a standing and
these are his remarks about his book ‘Al-Anwa’, which
lead us to believe that he was a proficient astronomer.
About his book on Botany he says — ‘He combined in it
knowledge of the Bedouin with the eloquence of the true
Arab.

To prove Abi Hanifa’s greatest skill at Philosophy, Yagat
guotes a story of the great Mubarrad coming to Dinawar, where
his host ‘Isa b. Mahan asked him the meaning of a difficult word
in the Prophetic Tradition. Mubarrad being unprepared for the
guestion, improvised a meaning for the word, and when asked for
a quotation as a proof invented a rgjaz couplet for the purpose.
Later on when Abi Hanifa was consulted in the same matter, he
asserted that a-Mubarrad’s quotation was a forgery, and that the
word had quite a different sense from that which Mubarrad had
assigned it. Al-Mubarrad was constrained to admit that Aba
Hanifawas right. (°)

In addition to his profound scholarship, he was gifted with
excellent moral qualities, which won him the respect of the
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general public and the Caliphs aike. He attracted the notice of al-
Muwaffag Billah, the son of Al-Mutawakkil, who became his
patron. Abi Hayyan after acknowledging his high position as a
scholar says:

(°)-6548 Az bua 39 e 39 aa Iy
And it is in addition to his piety, supreme devoutness to
God and greatness of his position among the public.

Al-Dinawart is said to have been staying at Ispahan to make
astronomical observations, which he recorded in his ‘Kitab
al-Radd ‘Ala Rasad al-Isphania. He afterwards seems to have
spent most of his time in his native town, where his observatory
was pointed out for several centuries later.

The dates given for his death vary; according to Y aqat he died
in 282 A.H. or before 290 or in 280 A.H., according to Khizanat
al-Adab, in 282 A.H., and according to A’lam and Tartkh Adab al-
Lughat al-‘Arabiyya also in 282 A.H. So 282 A.H./895 A.D.
appearsto be the most reliable date for his death.

HisWorks

The list of his most comprehensive works, which is to be
found in the Fehrist, Mu’jam al-Udaba’ and Khizanat a-Adab, is
very miscellaneous.  Geography, Botany, Mathematics,
Astronomy, philosophy, Literary as well as General History and
Qur’anic Tafsir, etc., are all represented. The list includes works
like ‘Kitab al-Shi‘r wa’l Shu’ara, Kitab al-Fasahat, Kitab al-Anwa,
Kitab a-Bahth Fi Hisab a-Hind, Kitab a-Jabar wa’l-Mugabalah,
Kitab al-Jama’wa’l-Tafriq, Kitab a-Buldan-al-Kabir, Kitab al-
Nabat and Kitab al-Akhbar al- Tiwal, etc.

His works which seem to have acquired fame and won
appreciation are his Kitab al-Anwa, Kitab al-Nabat and Kitab
Akhbar a-Tiwal, Abt Hayyan’s remarks about his Kitab al-Anwa’
are sufficient to prove the importance and utility of that work.
About his Kitab al-Nabat which is the most famous work on
Botany. Y agut on the authority of 1bn al-Nadim says:

(M-l sline § iivay o
No work in that subject has ever been composed like his.
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This work, as is the case with his other works with the
exception of Kitab Akhbar a-Tiwal, has aso been lost. But
according to Borckelmann, numerous extracts of it have been
preserved in the lexicographers, particularly Ibn Sida, and aso in
Ibn a-Baitar. This work was of much greater importance to
Science. According to the same writer:

It was the result of philological study of the old poets and
was intended to explain the numerous plants mentioned by
them... Besides, the description of plants, which have for
the most part alone survived, the work, which was till
accessible to the author of Khizant al-Adab in six large
volumes, in addition to numerous illustrative quotations
from the poets, must have contained many philological
and historical excursus on the latter. It began with a
detailed account of the kinds of soil and formation of
Arabig, its climate and distribution of water, and the
general condition necessary for the growth of plants. It
then proceeded to treat of the classification of the plantsin
general and the morphologica structure of the individual
plants. ()

His third work namely, Kitab Akhbar a-Tiwal actualy not a
book of lengthy narratives as the title suggests, has come down to
us in its entirely. It was edited by W. Guirgass and published in
Leiden, intheyear 1888 A.D.

It isauniversa history on a small scale comprising 402 pages.
It opens with an account of Adam, and the narrative is brought
down to the end of the caliphate of Mu‘tasim (d. 227 A.H./841
A.D.) the ‘Abbasid Caliph. A feature of this work is that it omits
Isnads, a practice which was an early departure from the general
Muslim way of writing History. The narrative is continuous. There
can, however be no comparison between his work and of his
contemporary Tabari’s; a universal history which occupies 402
pages is obvioudy on a wholly different scale from the most
comprehensive work of the other. Al-Dinawari, unlike Tabari and
al-Baladhuri, has not discussed the Prophet’s (Peace be Upon
Him) life in detail, rather he has given, so to say, a passing
referenceto it. Likewise, he throws light only on certain important
aspects of the Orthodox Caliphate. It, however, devotes particular
attention to matters of special interest to Persians. He, therefore,
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gives a full account of the history of Alexander, of the Sasanids,
the conquest of Irag by the Arabs, with a detailed description of
the battle of Qadisiya and of the administrative arrangements
made by the Muslims in Persia. He also describes the battles of the
Camel and of Siffin, the affair of the Kharijites, the tragedy of
Karbala, the risings of Azraqis and Mukhtar b. Abi ‘Ubaid; the
caliphates of ‘Abd al-Malik, Walid b. ‘Abd al-Malik and ‘Umar b.
‘Abd a-Aziz. After throwing light on the fall of the Umayyads, he
proceeds to tell the story of the rise of the Abbasids, conveys
information about some of their Caliphs and of the foundation of
Baghdad, of the conflict between Amin and Mamun. The account
is closed as has been pointed out already with the death of Al-
Mu’tasim which occurred in the year 227 A.H. Margoliouth
criticises his above work by saying:

He tells history in the style of aromancer; wherein private
conversations are reported at length and the parties are
made to bandy verses with each other. He exhibits little
critical power. (*3)

The value of this work as an early source of Muslim History,
however, isvery great.
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*Dr. Amanullah Khan

Al-Baladhurt and His Contribution
to Muslim History

Al-Baladhuri Ahmad b. Yahya b. Jabir b. Dawad, one of the
greatest Mudlim historians, was born at Baghdad in the end of the
second century H, i.e, in the beginning of the second decade of the
ninth century of the Christian era.(*)

It would be quite proper and interesting to note here the joint
statement of C. H. Becker and Rosentha about the life of
Al-Baladhuri, given by them in the Encyclopaedia of 1slam.

Al- Baladhurt Ahmad b. Yahya b. Jabir b. Dawtd, one of
the greatest Arabic historians of the 3'/9" century. Little
is known of his life. Neither the year of his birth nor that
of his death is directly attested... As he is said to have
been atrandator from the Persian, Persian origin has been
arbitrarily assumed for him... The statement that he was a
tutor of the poet, ibn a-Mu'tazz, appears to be the result of
a confusion of our historian with the grammarian Tha‘lab,
and the story that he died mentally deranged through
inadvertant use of Baladhur, a drug believed beneficial for
one's mind and memory, is meant to refer not to him but to
his grand father, but even so, it constitutes a puzzle for
which no satisfactory explanation is offered by the
sources. (%)

* Chairman (R), Department of Islamic Studies, University of the Punjab,
Lahore
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Keeping in view the remarks of the above two great
Orientalists, every possible effort has been made to search out
authentic information about the life of Al-Baladhuri.

Both from interna and external evidences it is proved that his
complete name was Ahmad b. Yahya b. Jabir b. Dawud. His
surnames were Abu Jafar, Abu Bakr, Abul-Hasan and Abu'l-
'Abbas, and his most important nisbah was al-Bal adhuri.(%)

The puzzle about his nisbah can be solved from the account
given by lbn al-Nadim,(?) 1bn Asékir,(°) lbn Kathir,(°) Khair-ud-
Din Zirkili(") and Professor P, K. Hitti,(®) about Baladhuri.
Brockelmann, the great scholar of the history of Arabic literature,
has contended, on the authority of al-JahshiydrT, quoted by Yéqiit
in his Mu‘jam a-Udaba, that it was Jabir b. Dawid who took
Baladhur and not Ahmad b. Yahya.(®) But the account given by
Jahshiyari in his Kitab a-Wuzra' wa'l-Kuttab, on which both
Yaqut and Brokelmann have based their findings is in itself
confusing and it seems as if Jahshiyari, himself could not collect
correct information about Ahmad b. Yahya and Jabir b. Dawad,
hence the confusion. On the other hand, 1bn a-Nadim (d. 335 H.),
avery careful author, isvery clear about the matter. He says:

L&Lﬂ; O 9 - colo cuasll oSS s sus Oy
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And his grandfather Jabir was secretary to Khasib, the
minister of Egypt, and he (Ahmad b. Yahya) was a poet
and a historian, in his old age he was mentally deranged.
So he was confined to the hospital, until he died init. The
cause of his illness was that he took Baladhur

inadvertantly and then happened to him which is well
known.

Al-Baladhuri belonged to a noble and respectable family
which had a long-standing tradition of government service. His
grand father Jabir served as secretary to al-Khasib the minister of
finance in Egypt, during the caliphate of Hariin al-Rashid,(*") Jabir
was a very good scribe and a reputed scholar. He must have
passed this educational tradition to hisson Yahya, the father of our
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historian.

This educational atmosphere prevailing at home served as a
source of inspiration for a brilliant child like al-Baladhuri.
Whereas on the one hand, he was inspired by his family traditions;
on the other, his zea for learning was further augmented by the
literary pursuits and creative activities of the then Muslim world.
This was an age of the golden prime of the Abbasids. By that time
the Muslims had not only acquired the Greek and Indian sciences
and the ancient lore of Persia, but had adapted and enriched these
to their own needs and ways of thinking. Bayt al-Hikmah or The
House of Wisdom" had aready been set up by a-Mamam.
Religious sciences had taken definite shape. Specialists of each
subject were too numerous to be mentioned even in volumes.
Tremendous progress was being made in the field of different
branches of knowledge like Quranic studies, Tafsir, Hadith, Figh,
Arabic Grammar, Poetry, Literature, Philosophy, Scholasticism,
Mathematics, Astronomy, Medicine, Geography, History, etc.

In such an atmosphere a-Baladhurt set out to acquire a skill at
different branches of learning. He travelled in quest of knowledge
to the various centres of Islamic learning and availed himself of
the well-known scholars of his time. A very long list of his
teachers is to be found in the early sources, A few are mentioned
here. In Irag, he studied with luminaries like 'Affan b. Muslim
(131-220 H), 'Al1 ibn d-Madini, Musab al-Zubairi (155-236 H),
Abt ‘Ubaid a-Qasm b. Saléam (157-224 H) Uthman b. Abi
Shaybah, 'Ali b. Muhammad a-Madiani (135-225 H.) and
Muhammad b, Sald al-Katib al-Wagidi (168-230 H.)(*)

His teachers in Damascus were Hisham b. 'Ammir and 'Umar
b. Said, and others and in Emessa and Antioch, were Muhammad
b. Musaffaand Muhammad b. Saham, and others.

The well-known scholar of literature and lughat Mamar
b. al-Muthanna (110-209 H.) about whom Jahiz has said:

blix (40 -0y e poladl pazmy olol (oY1 & oS0 o]
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There was none in the world who excelled him in any of
the branches of knowledge, and he was one of the Huffaz
of Hadith. Some two hundred works are ascribed to
him)...was also among his teachers.
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Al-Baladhuri's quest and tiresome labour for knowledge bore
fruit very soon, and he was admitted to the noble assembly of the
great scholars of his times. The branches of learning in which he
acquired a skill were Hadith, Ansab or Genealogy, History,
Geography and Poetry, etc. The great Yaqit says of him:
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And Ahmad b. Yahya b. Jabir wae a man of learning, a
meritorious scholar, a poet, traditionist, geneaogist, an
accurate and perfect learned man, and in addition to all
these qualities he was a great satirist.

This al-round knowledge of Al-Baladhuri won him praise
from the Caliphs and their subjects alike. The Caliphs tried to
attract him to their courts, and the people thronged around him to
get a share from his erudition. Consequently he was admitted to
the boon companions of the Abbasid Caliphs like a Mutawakkil,
a-M'ustain and al- Mu tazz, and others, Abbasid ministers like
Ubaid Allah b. Yahya and Ahmad b. Salih, also became his
friends.

A very long list is given of his pupils, which includes some of
the greatest scholars of his time, like Yahya b, Ali b. al-Mungjjam
a-Nadim (241-300 H). Ja‘far b. Qudamah (d. 310/319 H.), Abl
Yusuf Naim b. Qargar al-Azdi and Ahmad b. 'Abd Allah b. Ammar
and others. Abd Allah the most celebrated poet and brilliant son of
the Caliph al-Mu'tazz was also one of his pupils. The account given
by Khatib throws sufficient light on this matter,(**) Moreover the
modern scholars like Professor Margoliouth, Professor Hitti, Jurji
Zayddn and Dr Khurshid Ahmad Férig, who are noteworthy
biographers of a-Baladhuri, al agree that a-Baladhuri Was
appointed by al-Mu'tazz teacher of his son Abd Allah.

Al-Baladhur was a man of strong character. Dr S.D.F. Goitein
says of him: It is impossible to see in Baladhuri's exposition any
partisan tendency. Above, it has been made clear that his position
at the court of Abbasid Caliphs did not have the dightest influence
on him, when he described Omayyads.

It is characteristic that the Shiite al-Sharif a-Murtada, who
made very extensive use of Baladhuri, says of him:
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It is well known that he is an accepted Sunni authority,
that heis far from supporting the Shiah and he is accurate
in whatsoever he records.

Like the great Abl Mikhnaf whom he apparently valued very
highly, Baladhuri, if one may so express, was a partisan of one
class only: his own class of authors who wish to be interesting and
therefore cannot resist a sensation and even a touch of scandal.(*°)

Y aqut has given a very lengthy account of al-Baladhuri in his
Mu‘jam al-Udaba. If, on the one hand this account throws light on
the greatness and self-respect of al-Baladhuri on the other it brings
to light a great defect in him. He took a special interest, as has
already been quoted in satiric invectives, but the language of some
of his couplets by Yaqt is utterly lacking in sobriety and nobility.
The use of such language could not be expected, from a noble and
great person like al-Baladhuri, whose Futth al-Buldan apart from
other factors enjoys a very high reputation as regards the use of
excdlent language is concerned.

Al-Baladhurt was mentally deranged in his old age. The cause
or his illness was that he took Baadhur inadvertantly.
Consequently, he was confined to the hospital for some time, but
he could not recover firom hisillness and he died in the hospital at
Baghdad in the year 279 A.H, which date is attested by the most
reliable historian and Muhaddith Hafiz Ibn Kathir, who gives the
account of al-Baladhurt under the year 279 A.H., in his book on
history written in the anndistic form.(*") Moreover, the accounts
given by Ibn 'Asakir and Yagqiit also in a way support the above
year.

Now we come to the second part of the article, i.e
contribution of al-Baladhuri to Muslim history. Al-Baladhuri has
with justice earned a high reputation as historian. The earliest
mention of names of al-Baladhurt's works is made by al-Mustdi
in the introduction to his Murdj al-Dhahab. He places his work on
history very high and appreciatesit in the following words:
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And Kitab a-Tarikh (Book on History) of Ahmad b.
Yahya al-Baladhuri is aso on the history of countries and
their conquest by surrender or by force since the Hijrah of
the Prophet (that is) the story of the conguest in the
Prophet's days and afterwards under the caliphs. As
regards the history in it a-Baladhuri described the
countries in the east, west, north, and south and we know

no better work than his on the history of the conquest of
countries.

Ibn a-Nadim furnishes us with the following information in
this connection:
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The work he produced are: Kitab al-Buldan al-Saghir,
Kitab a-Buldan a-Kabir which he could not complete,

Kitab al-Akhbar wal-Ansab, and Kitab '‘Ahd--Urdshir,
which he trandated into verse...

Y &qut, on the authority of Ibn al-Nadim observes:

cud Joz QlS deny @y STl Gluddl QLS pasall
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And Says Muhammad b. I1shéaq al-Nadim: an the works he

produced were: Kitab a-Buldén a-Saghir; Kitab al-

Buldan al-Kabir, which he could not complete, Kitab

Jamal Nasab al-Asharf and that is his well-known and

famous work Kitab ‘Ahd-i-Urdshir which he trandated
into verse: and Kitab al-Futih.

The so far known works of a-Baladhuri, irrespective of the
differencein their names are:
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(1) Futlh a-Buldan or Kitab al-Buldén a-Saghir.

(2) Ansab al-Ashraf or Kitab a-Akhbar wal-Ansab or Kitéb
Jamal Nasab al-Ashraf.

(3) Kitab a-Buldan al-Kabir (an incomplete work).

(4) Kitab Ahd-Urdshir. An Arabic trandation in verse of the
original which was in Persian.

(5) Ar-Radd'ala ash-Seu'ubiyah.

The sixth book namely Kitab al-Futnk, added by Y aqut in the
list of al-Baladhuri's works seems to be a mere repetition of Kitab
al-Buldan or Futiilh a-Bul dan.

Three out of the above five works of al-Baladhuri namely
Kitab al-Buldan a-Kabir, Kitab ‘Ahd-i-Urdshir and ar-Radd'ala
ash-Shu'libiyah, have either been lost or are till under the veil of
ignorance. The other two, i.e. utilh al-Buldan and Ansab al-
Ashraf, have been indentified. Futiih a-Buldén has seen the light
and has aso been trandated into different languages like English
and Urdu, etc. Some volumes of Ansab al-Ashraf have also been
published, while others are still awaiting their publication.

The book Futtih al-Buldan is a concise history of the Muslim
conquests by force, surrender or capitudation right from the Hijrah
of the Prophet (be peace upon him), to al-Baladhuri own times.
The book has been divided into different parts. Thus the various
territories receive the attention of our historian under different
headings. The conquest of Arabia, Syria, Mesopotamia, Armenia,
North Africa, Andlusia, Iraq and Persia, Media, AdharbTjén, al-
Mawsil, Jurjan, Tabaristan and their districts, Faras and Kirmén
Sijistan and Kabul, Khurasan, and Sindh etc. has been dealt within
separate chapters.

Some chapters dealing with the socia aspect of histhory and
the colonigation have aso been included in this book, which
enhance its value in the eyes of the modern historians. In this
connectios the portions dealing with the wells of Mecca, the floods
in Mecca, declaring Arabic as a state language, Qaratis, the
founding of al-Kafah, Basrah and a Baghd&d are of worth our
attention. The last chapter dealing with the laws of Kherg Lands,
history of the 'Atain the Caliphate of Hadrat Umar bin al-Khattab,
the sedl, the coinage and Calligraphy, is of immense importance
according to the modern point of view of history.
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Commenting on the need of composing such awork says Hitti,
"Campaigns playing an important role in the life of Muhammad
(SAW) and the early Caliphs soon began to assert their claim for
specia attention and were treated in special books. Besides, the
necessity of recording and studying the compaigns arose from the
fact that in levying a tax (Kharaj) on the conquered land, those in
authority were first confronted with the task of determining
whether it was taken by Peace', by Capitulation' or by force', and
what the terms in each case were. This gave rise to many books on
compaigns (maghazi), are of the oldest of which is a Wakid's (d.
207/822). Some books were issued treating of the conquest of one
city, most of which books have been lost. Given a number of
books on the conquest of different cities, the next step would be to
compile them into one whole. That step was taken by al-Baladhuri
the last great historian of Moslem Campaign.(*) It is due to this
unique character of al-Baladhuri's work that his great
contemporary a-Mas Udi takes delight in saying about al-Buldan:

(?)-die crun! Iddl 7928 (3 i ¥
And we know of no better work on the conquest of
countriesthan his.

A thorough study of this work brings to light the following
additional facts.

(1) That the author is very careful in giving exact dates to the
important episodes.

(2) Heiscareful inthe matter of using appropriate language.

(3) Poetry isavoided asfar as possible.

(4) He takes great pains in order to give exact information.
Through out his work, the sincere efforts of the author to
convey the most authentic evidence is felt, It seems as if
he had to dispose of the conquest of Andlusia in a few
lines, only because he could not get a first hand
information about it.

(5) Hisgeographical information is accurate.

(6) Itsstyleismarked by condensation.

Al-Baladhuri's monumental work Ansdb al-Ashraf was in

modern times identified by Ahlwordt, who in 1883 A.H. published

a fragment of this book. Later on at the Thirteenth Internationa
Congress of Orientalists which took place in Hamburg in 1902,
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C.H, Becker announced that he had discovered a complete
manuscript of the Ansab in Istanbul, and that he proposed to
publish it. The proposal was supported by many distinguished
Orientalists and some offered their collaboration. But for various
reasons the effort proved ineffectual. Finally on the suggestion of
Professor C. Well the project was entrusted to the then newly
formed, School of Orienta Studies in the Hebrew University.
Consequently with the laborious efforts of Dr S. D. F. Goitein and
Max Schloessinger, IV-B. and V. Volumes of the work were
published. But unfortunately the work could not be carried on due
to the break of World War 1.

Some years ago the Arab League established a Department for
the revival of Arabic Manuscripts. This department undertook to
publish the whole work. The project was entrusted to Dr Hamid
Ullah, with whose tiresome effortsits first volume saw the light in
Egypt in 1959. Other volumes are still awaiting their publication.
The work has probably been stopped for reasons unknown. So far
published materia is even less than the one-third of the whole
book, which actually is in twelve volumes containing 1227 folios
or 2454 pages, each page measuring at about 9"x 4" and having
from 32to 37 linesin it.

A thorough appraisal of the work is impossible unless and
until we have a photostat, microfilm or published copy of the
whole of it before us. The frame work of the book is genealogical.
From the study of the published material and after going through
the summaries of contents of the whole manuscript prepared by
Dr. S. D. F. Goitein(*®) and Dr. Khurshid Ahmad Farig,(*) we can
easily understand the scheme followed by the author. The book is
adetailed history of the Arabs arranged in agenealogical order. At
the beginning of the book there is a brief outline of the genealogy
of the Arabs of Ismailite stock, from Noah to the tribal ancestors
of Quraish. Then there is a detailed account of the Hashmites,
which includes a comprehensive biograghy of the Prophet
Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him). Among the desendants of Aba
Talib, Hadrat 'Ali receives as specia attention of our author.

Among the Abbasid caliphs only the two first have been
described with any degree of completeness. On the other hand a
complete history of the Umayyad Caiphs with their
comprehensive biographiesis described.
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Their account covers about one-third of the whole work.

Less than a quarter of the book deals with the tribes of Mudar,
except Quraish, like Kinanah, Asad, Hudhail, Muzainah, small
tribes ascribed to Udd, the tribe of Tamim and the whole of Qais,
etc.

The book includes in its fold the biographies of statesmen,
poets, warriors, judges, wisemen and the religious leaders etc.

We may sum up some of the most important points in
connection with thiswork as follows:

(1) The book is not merely a genealogical and biographical
record; it provides within the biographies of the caliphs a
continuous account of the history of their times, even in
those matters in which the caliph was himself outside the
story.

(2) The book deals not only with the politica and
biographical details of important personalities, but also
imparts light on the lives, literary pursuits and
achievements of men of learning. Thus there are extensive
biographies of poets like Farazdaq and Jarir, of an
authority on proverbs like Aktham b. Saifi, of a notable
judge like Iyas b. Mu'awiyah, and aso of early religious
leaders like 'Abd Allah b. Masld and Sufyan al-Thauri,
etc.

(3) It is a comprehensive history of the times of Muhammad
(Peace Be Upon Him), four orthodox caliphs, Umayyads
and the first two Abbasid caliphs.

(4) A detailed history of the Kharijites and their literary
pursuits are to be found in this work.

(5) Arabic poetry has been preserved in this work to such an
extent that Dr Goitein is of the opinion: "When the Ansab
is completely published, it will be clear that this work
represents one of the richest collections of ancient Arabic
poety.(*°)

(6) Influence of the Science of Tradition is seen throughout
his work. The author is very particular in affixing a chain
of authoritiesto the text.

(7) The sincere effort of the author to convey exact in for
mation is felt throughout.

(8) The author is very accurate and careful in giving dates of

52



S il glel i,

the important events.

(9) The author is impartid in reporting his historical
information so much so that Dr Goitein suggests the other
orientalists to modify the generally accepted view that
Umayyad history, under the influence of the Abbasid
court, was presented badly or misrepresented. He says,
How was it possible for Baladhuri, a member of the
entourage of the Abbasid Caliphs, to descrilbe the
Umayyads not only at such length, but also with perfect
objectivity, or as appears from certain pages, even with
sympathy? Professor D. S. Margoliouth, in his small, but
very instructive book on Arab Historian (p. 16) points out
that Arab historiography was remarkably objective
because the historians enjoyed a position of financia
independence. However, Baadhuri was no landed
proprietor like Tabari, for instance, but a court official,
and he came of a family of oficias of the Caliphs. It
seems that we should modify to some extent the generally
accepted view that Umayyad history, under the infiuence
of the Abbasid court, was presented badly or
misrepressented. (%)

While evaluating of a-Baadhurt's above work the learned
doctor says:"To sum up the conclusions obtained so far: Baladhuri
was acquainted with the principal forms of historiography which
the three preceding generations of historians had devised, and he
made use of al these methods. In the essentials, however, he chose
to shape his book in accordance with a principle that was
peculiarly Arab, both in his selection of material and in its
arrangement.

A system of genealogies has specia advantages for the history
of the Arabs. For example, it is of some relevance that in this
volume, (i.e. V) immediated after the caliphate of ‘Uthman, we
find the account of ‘Uthman's family, and especially of the rise of
the Marwanids. The rise to power of the Marwanids only occurred
some thirty years after ‘Uthman's death, but was due, to a
considerable extent, to the part played by Marwan during
‘Uthman's caliphate. Such literary continuity mirrors faithfully the
historical sequence. Again, before describing the Abbasid caliphs,
Bal&dhuri gives us the extremely interesting story of this family
before its rise to power, in a chapter which is of considerable
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length. Another instance is the chapter which gathers to gather the
unsuccessful attempts of the 'Alids to assume the caliphate, which
extended over generation.(*')

His Evaluation as a Historian. Having critically appreciated
his historical works, it is how quite appropriate to evaluate al-
Baladhuri as a historian. It goes to the credit of this great Muslim
historian that two great forms of Arabic historiography named,
"Conquests" and Genealogy" saw completion in his person. Hitti
Says, "Two of the leading historians of the Moslem conquests was
the Egyptian Ibn ‘Abd al-Hakam (870-871)...and the Arabic-
writing Persian Ahmad b. Yahya a-Baladhuri (892) whose main
works were the Futith al-Buldan and the Ansab a-Ashraf. The
latter was one of the first to integrate the 'many stories of the
conquests of various cities and lands into one comprehensive
whole, thus ending the erain which the monograph was the typical
form of historical composition.(*®)

Rosenthal, while describing genealogical form of Muslim
historiography observes: "On a larger scae, as it has been stated,
genealogy influenced historical writing in the Ansab work of al-
Balddhuri, whose contents were exploited by later historians such
as |bn a-Athir in his kamil, and in the genealogical literature of
western Islam. (%)

Both of his above works, even since their composition have
enjoyed a high reputation among the Muslim and non-Muslim
scholars aike. Those who have written on Muslim history have
used him freely. The writers who quote Ansdb include scholars
like al-Sharif a-Murtada, Ibn Asakir, Yaqgut, Ibn Khallikén, Ibn
Hajar al-Asgaléni, al-Mas (idi 1bn al-Athir and many others.(*)

His Futiih a-Buldan has likewise, influenced immensely the
writing of many scholars of repute. Professor Hitti says in the
introduction of Futuh a-Buldan "Not only did later historians
draw freely from al-Baladhurt but subsequent geographers used
him extensively as a source.

The above sketched attempt to view al-Balddhuri in his
historic setting warrants the conclusion that the tradition recorded
by him was mostly communicated by him by word of mouth and
partly through book that have mostly been lost, and that it was a
source for al-Masudi and Y&qut, and through them for many
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subsequent Arabic historians and geographers.(*)

As regards his qualities as a historian, we have already
described some, while citically examining his works. So we need
not repeat those here. One thing, however, which invites our
specia  attention is his objective historical approach. It is
remarkable when even the Shi'ite Sharif al-Murtada says of him:

Lagally ancddl Aylis oo dadly doladl e 4aill g 4l
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It is well known that he is an accepted Sunni authority,
that he is far both supporting the Shi‘ah, and that he is
accurate in whatever he records.

In the opinion of De Gogje, he did not write any introduction
to his from existing works, for the only reason that he, unlike most
of his contemporary scholars, wanted to avoid unnecessary praise
of the caliphs. It may be noted that in those days it was a general
practice with many writers to show great reveren ce for the caliph
in seat and to lavish praise on him in the introduction of their
proposed works. ()

It has already been made clear that his position at the court of
the Abbasid caliphs did not have the dightest influence on him
when he described the Umayyads.

Appreciating this noble spirit of Al-Baladhuri, Dr Goitein
observes: Like the great Abli Mikhnaf, whom he apparently valued
very highly, Ba&dhuri, if one may so express oneself was a
partisan of one class only: his own class of authors, who wish to
be interesting and therefore cannot resist a sensation and even a
touch of scandal.(*))

Such noble qualities of Al-Baladhuri, and his valuable
contribution in the field of knowledge has won him praise from
scholars both ancient and modern. It would not be out of place if
in the end we quote the opinions of certain great scholars about
him.

Ibn 'Asakir who is a noteworthy biographer of a-Baladhuri
describes him as Sahib Al-Tarikh (tho author of history), any
further explanation being unnecessary.(*)

The opinions of a-Mas'idi, Sharif al-Murtadd and Yaqiit we
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have already quoted.

The great historian Ibn Kathir opens his account about him
with the words. Al-Baladhuri... one amongst the greatest
historians... (*°)

C. H. Becker says of him: Al-Baladhuri...one of the greatest
Arabic historians of the third/ninth century....(*")

Similarly Professor Hitti, Margoliouth, Browne, De Gogje,
Jurji Zaydan, Khairuddin Zirkili, Dr M. Hamidullah and others
have held him in very high esteems and have got a very high
opinion about hisworks.
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*Dr. Amanullah Khan

A Critical Appraisal of al-Tabar1’s
Contribution to Muslim Historiography

The third century of Muslim Era which saw the golden prime
of the Abbasids was one of the most fertile periods of Islamic
learning. To whichever field we turn our attention we find
standard works composed and we see scores of celebrated scholars
serving the noble cause of knowledge. So great and copious was
their literary activity that even in an advanced age like ours a
student of history and literature, while studying their lives and
activities is thrown into a state of astonishment. It is told that Abu
Jafar Muhammad bin Jarir, whom we are going to discuss here,
proposed to dictate a historical work to his students: the number of
leaves which he at first proposed to cover was 30,000, as the
students held that life would not be long enough for the
composition of such a work he reduced the number to one tenth,
3000 leaves which corresponds fairly with the bulk of the work in
the editions of Leyden and Cairo. This composition left him time
for awork of similar bulk on Qur'anic Tafsir, which also is said to
be one tenth of the amount originally contemplated. For the forty
years of hislater life the average amount which he wrote was forty
leaves a day; those who divided the leaves which he had covered
by the days of his life from the cradle to the grave found that he
had written fourteen |leaves for each days of his existence.(*)

* Chairman (R), Department of Islamic Studies, University of the Punjab,
Lahore
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Almost all the subsequent writers, while writing about Muslim
history and Muslim scholars have given Ibn Jarir a very high place
in their works. Some of the sources which have been consulted
while preparing this article are: 1bn a-Nadim(?), Ibn-K hallikan(®),
Khatib Baghdadi( *), Yaqut( ®), Subki,(°) lbn Haar( "),
Encyclopaedia of 1slam(®), Encyclopaedia Britannica(®) and De-
Gogji(*°) etc. These sources convey the information that Abi
Ja’far Muhammad b. Jarir al-Tabart was born at the end of 224
A.H. or in the beginning of 225 A.H. (838-839 A.D.) at Amul, the
chief place of Tabaristan, whence he is commonly named al-
Tabari. From his very early age he showed the greatest zeal for
learning and exhibited an extraordinary intelligence. At the age of
seven he learned the Qur’an by heart, a age of eight he led the
prayer in Mosgue and on reaching the ninth year of his age he
started taking down the Traditions. He started his studies at his
native town and upon the completion of his elementary education,
he obtained permission from his father, who was a well to do
person, to visit the great centres of Islamic learning, such as Ray
and Baghdad, besides other places in Iraq and Egypt. He was only
of twelve years when he left his native town in search of
knowledge. First of all he proceeded to Ray, where he benefitted
himself in Tafsir and Hadith etc., among others from such scholars
as Muhammad b. Hamid a-Radi and Ahmad b. Hammad al-
Dulabi. Says Abu Jafar. "We used to take down (Hadith) with
Muhammad b. Hamid al-Radi. He would come out to us severd
times in the night to ask us what we had taken down, which he
would proceed to read to ensure accuracy. We used to go to hear
Ahmad b. Hammad al-Dulabi who lived in a village some little
distance from Ray, and then run back like mad in order not to miss
Muhammad b. Hamid's lecture.(**) It is said that Ibn Hamid
communicated to him more than 100,000 traditions.(*%)

From Ray Tabari proceeded to Baghdad where he intended to
study under Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal, who however died shortly
before his arrival there. Tabar1 stayed for atime in this great centre
of Islamic learning and kept himself busy acquiring more and
more knowledge, with leading scholars of that place. His zeal for
learning took him to Basra also. On his way to Basra, he stopped
for a while at Wasit-the city populated by Hajjaj b. Yasuf. From
Basra he proceeded to Kafa, where he learned different religious
sciences with such luminaries as Abti Kuraib Muhammad b. al-Ala
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a-Hamdhani, Hammad b. al-Sarri and Isma‘il b. Masa etc. Aba
Kuraib was authority on Hadith. Says Abu Jafar, "In the company
of other students who desired admittance, | presented myself at the
door of Abu Kuraib, who put his head out of awindow and asked:
which of you know by heart what he has taken down at my
dictation? All the students looked at me, and said doubtless you
do. | replied in the afirmative, and | was able to reproduce the
Tradition (i.e. could satisfy the rigid test of the Shaykh)(*®) Tabari
obtained from Abu Kuraib more than 100,000 traditions.

From Kufa he again returned to Baghdad. This time he stayed
there for along time and took to the diciplines of law (Figh) and
the studies connected with the Qur'an. Thence he travelled
westward for Egypt. On his way he attended courses at Syrian
coastal and border cities, and he reached Fustat-the capita of
Egypt, in the year 253 A.H.(**) In Fustat, at that time, Abu-1-
Hassan Ali b. Sirg) al-Misri, was the most erudite and renowned
scholar and was the most hospitable as well. He found Tabari an
expert, not only in amost al the branches of learning related to
religion, but also having a great skill at poetry, Lughat, Nahv
(Grammar), Literature etc. Tabari was able to recite before him,
from his memory, the Diwan of Tirimmah, which Ibn Sirg had
been searching for.

At Fustat he founded a law school of his own, having
previoudy followed that of Imam Shafi'i. Yaqut tells a story about
Tabari, which indicates that even while at Fustat, his reputation as
a scholar had risen to the highest peak. There he was beset by the
learned persons of all sorts, examining him in the different
branches of knowledge in which they themselves had acquired a
skill. One day one of these persons asked him a question about
prosody (‘urud). Tabari had not previoudy devoted any attention
to that subject, but was unwill ing to plead ignorance. He got the
guestioner to put off his question for a day, and in the meantime
borrowed the treatise of Khatib b. Ahmad, the classical authority
on the subject. By the time, the questioner repeated his visit,
Tabari had become a Matrician (‘'urudis).(™)

From Egypt he again returned to Baghdad and this time to
settle there finally. During this stay at Baghdad he paid two visits
to his home in Tabaristan, the second visit he paid in 290 A. He
had to quit Tabaristan after his last visit, because the practice of
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maligning the three first Caliphs was rife in the province, and
Tabari was afraid of persona injury owing to his views. The
governor of the province sent his men to have Tabari arrested, but
he was informed in time by afriend, so he escaped.

At Baghdad he became a man of great authority. He devoted
himself to an extremely prolific and versatile literary activity and
continued imparting a very useful instruction unto his pupils, who
came from the remotest corners of the Islamic empire to hear him.
Such was the esteem in which he was held that a famous
theologian once said: Should you undertake the long journey to
China, only to hear Tabari explain the Quran, it would be worth
the trouble.(*) He however, got into trouble with the Hanbalites
owing to his remarks about Ahmad b. Hanbal, which sounded to
his followers disrespectful, and due to his interpretation of certain
Hadith related to 'al-Jalus 'Ala-al-'Arsh’. The enraged Hanbalites
flung inkstands a him and pelted his house with stones, which
were removed by the police In order to console the
uncompromising persons he had to compose a book wherein he
wrote about his faith and expressed his praise for Imam Ahmad b.
Hanbal. His monumental work Ikhtilaf a-Fugahain which he had
differed at certain points with Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal was not
published till after his death. Tabari died at Baghdad in the year
310 A.H., and his body was laid to rest in a house in Rahbat
Yaqub.

His Evaluation Particularly asa Historian

Tabari's literary activity, as has aready been pointed out was
very enormous. He has composed valuable works in different
branches of knowledge. Ibn Kamil tells us how Tabari divided his
day: from noon till afternoon he was occupied with writing. After
the afternoon prayer he would go to the Mosque and give lessons
in the Qur’an until the ‘Asr prayer. After that he would give
lessons in Jurisprudence and then he would return to his
residence.(*") Khatib Baghdadi pays him a tribute in the following
glowing words:
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And he was among the leaders of the scholars; disputes
were decided on his dictates and due to his knowledge and
erudition his opinion was held supreme. He had obtained
skill at so many branches of learning that no scholar of his
time could reach hisintellectua level.

Yaqut, on the authority of Abu Muoammad ‘Abd al-Aziz
b. Muhammad al-Tabari says of him:
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Abu Jafar was so erudite, well informed, intelligent and
had such a great memory that every body acknowledged
him. He is well-known in a.cquiring a great skill a so
many branches of Islamic learning, that no other among
the Muslims is known to have excelled him. And no work
of the authors and compilers has won the fame and
publicity as his books have acquired, He was especially
noted for his deep understanding of Quranic learning,
Qira’at, the history of Prophets, Caliphs, kings etc. and the
diversity of the opinions of thejurists.

Do Gosji while writing on Tabari and early ‘Arab Historians
says:

...All these histories are more or less thrown into the

shade by the great work of Tabari, whose fame has never

faded from his own day to ours, and who well deserves to

have this article on early Arabic histories placed under his

name. (%)

He goes on writing:

The success of the annals and commentary was due above
all to the author's personality. The respect paid to him by
his contemporaries appears in various anecdotes preserved
in his biography. His pupils had an unbounded admiration
for his extraordinary knowledge, and what he said seemed
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to them the best that could be said. In truth, both his great
works were the best of their kind, especilly the
commentary whih in the judgement of all impartial critics
has not been equalled before or since, in completeness,
learning, and independent judgement. A contemporary
says 'that it would be worth a journey to Chinato procure
the Book. So general was this view that the opinion of
Tabari was quoted as alegal authority.(*)

Thus Tabari occupies a unique position not only among the
Muslim scholars of repute but also among the most eminent
historians of he world, His great historical compilation Ta’rikh-al-
Rusul wal-Muluk, the distinguishing features of which are
completeness of detail, accuracy, and the truly stupendous learning
of its author that is Tevealed throughout, and that makes the work
avast store house of valuable information for a historian as well as
the student of Islam, is a standard authority of a high rank for early
Muslim history. In the words of Margoliouth: probably we are to
regard Tabari as nerforming for history a task similar to what
Bokhari and Mudliim did for Tradition. The selection of really
historical matter out of the quantity of material preser ted by the
works of Madaini and others. Followed by the difhcult and to
some extent dangerous task of bringing the record upto his own
time.(*%)

Rudi Paret observes. "Tabari's most important work is his
history of the world (Tarikh-al-Rusul wal Muluk). The well known
Leyden edition gives only an abbreviated text of the huge work
which is said to have been ten times as long but even it fills 12 ¥
volumes,(*®) Tabari procured the material" he says further, "for his
history of the world from oral tradition, for the collection of which
he had sample opportunity on his wide travels which were mainly
devoted to the talab al-ilm, and in studies under celebrated
scholars. He also used literary sources... Tabari did not work up
the material into a connected account of historical events. He was
rather content to record the different, often contradictory,
accounts, as they were handed down to him. He therefore declined
any responsibility for the reliability of the traditions collected by
him. But it isjust in the conscientious unharmonised repetition of
the collected materia of tradition that the value of Tabari's work
for modern historical research lies, especially when it is a question
of reconstructing the events of the early period of Islam.(*)
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Certain remarks of R. Paret, pertaining to Tabari's selection of
traditions, contradictary accounts given in the annals and
repetitions termed as unharmonious etc. can be reviewed in the
light of the opinion of De. Gogji who says, Nevertheless the value
of the book is very great. The author's selection of tradition is
usually happy, and the episodes of most importance are treated
with falness of details so that it deserves the high reputation it has
enjoyed from the first. This reputation rose steadily; there were
twenty copies (one of them written by Tabari's own hand) in the
library of Fatimite Caliph Aziz (latter half of the 4™ century).
Whereas when Saladin became lord of Egypt the princely library
contained 1200 copies (Magrizi 1.408). Only princes and rich men
could own a book which in the time of Aziz cost one hundred
dinars. We know that it had a place in most great libraries in other
countries, for we find that it was used in all hands. Thus the fact
that no complete copy can now be found anywhere and that the
Leyden Edition rests on old volumes lying in various places, gives
astriking image of what the east has suffered from barbarism.(*)

The text of the Annals contains the history from the creation
till the year 302 A.H. The work begins after an introduction with
the history of Prophets and rulers etc. of the early period. Then
comes the history of the Sasanian period, and of the period of our
Holy Prophet and the first four Caliphs, the history of the
Umayyads; and lastly the history of the Abbasids upto 302 A.H.
From the beginning of Mudims era the materia is arranged
annalistically under the years of Hijra.

We get an idea of the length of time taken by the physical
effort of copying such awork as either of his Qur'anic Tafsir and
history from the story of some one who claimed to have taken the
whole Commentary down from Tabari's dictation. It had taken
eight years, from 283 A.H. to 290 A.H. The history he then tells
us, was completed on Wednesday last but two of Rabi II, 303,
having been contiuned to the end of 302.(%)

A striking feature of Tabari's works is the impartiaity with
which he proceeds. Asis evident he was not a court historian. He
was never ready to accept any material assistance from the state
authorities. Although he had a modest competence an income from
his estate in Tabaristan, he rejected all financial advantages and
even refused lucrative officia position offered him. Even he is
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said to have been hesitating in receiving any gift which was
greater than he could match with a return gift. This strength of
character isalso visiblein hiswritings.

From the Encyclopaedia Britannica we come to know that the
Annals of Tabari soon came to be dealt with in various ways. They
were published in shorter forms with the ommission of the names
of authorities and of most of the poems cited, Then many
supplements were written, e.g. by Ferghani (not extant) and by
Hamdhani (partly preserved in Paris), Arib of Cardova made an
abridgement adding the history of the West and continuing the
story to about 365. Ibn Miskawaih wrote a history from the
creation to 369 A.H., with the purpose of drawing the lesson of the
story, following Tabari closely, as far as his book is known, and
seldom recurring to other sources before the reign of Mugtadir. In
352 A.H. an abridgment of the Annals was trandated into Persian
by Balami, why, however, interwove many fables. Ibn a-Athir (d.
630 A.H.) abridged the whole work, usualy with judgement, but
sometimes too hadtily... later writers took Tabari as their main
authority.(*")

HisWorks

In addition to his two monument works on Tafsir and history,
namely 'Jami Al-Bayan 'An Tawil al-Quran' and Tarikh a-Rusul
wa Muluk wal Khulafa, Tabari composed many other works, a
mention of which is to be found in the sources cited in the
beginning. The names of certain important works are given below:

1. Kitab Basit d-Qaul Fi Ahkam Sharai' a-ldlam'-a juristice
treatise.

Tarikh Al-Rijal Min a-Ashab wal-Tabi'in.'

'Kitab al-Qiraat wa Tanzil a-Qur'an.

Kitab Latif a-Oaul Fi Shara' a-ldam'-a monumental
work on Figh.

WD

5. Kitab Khafif a-Qaul.

6. Kitab Ikhtilaf Ulama al-Amsar.’

7. 'Athar al-Bagiyah 'An Qurun al-Khaliya.

8. "Kitab Tahdhib al-Athar fi'l-Hadith' — An account of the
traditions of the Prophet.

At the time of his death he was engaged on a great treatise on
ethics, similar in plan to Thya al-Ulum afterwards produced by al-
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Ghazzali. Unfortunately most of the works of this great author
have been lost to us. Those surviving in addition to his History and
Tafsr are:

© o N o g b W N

N
-O-

11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18’
19'
20
21
2
23
24

1.

2.

3.

A fragmentary compendium of his Tarikh al-Rija which
has been published as an appendix to the Leiden edition;
Fragments of work on the diversity of opinion of the chief
Jurists and,

The first part of a compendium on the principles of law,
entitled al-Tabsir.(*®)
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*Dr. Tahira Basharat

TheLegacy of Holy Prophet Muhammad (&)

and itsImpact on the Development of Islamic
Civilization — A Historical Perspective

I ntroduction

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) holds a unique
position in human history. Along with changing the Arabian
Peninsula, his teachings and deeds had a substantial and enduring
impact on the development of Islamic culture. Millions of people
around the world have been impacted by the teachings and ideals
of Prophet Muhammad (&), and his influence transcends all

boundaries of religion. It is necessary to comprehend his
contributions from a historical viewpoint in order to comprehend
the roots of Islamic civilisation. This study article analyses the
Prophet Muhammad's (#) substantia contributions to a range of

domains, including sociocultural, political, intellectual, and
scientific ones, in order to determine how they have impacted the
development of Islamic civilization. This research tries to examine
how the Prophet's teachings and deeds, which formed the basis of
Islamic civilization, had a transformative effect. It accomplishes
this by examining original historical sources, scholarly literature,
and current accounts. A major focus of the Prophet's teachings was

* Professor & Chairperson, Department of Islamic Thought and Civilization,
University of Management & Technology, Lahore
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on guiding principles that addressed the moral, interpersonal, and
gpiritual dimensions of human existence. Justice, compassion,
equality, and moral conduct served as the cornerstones of his
teachings. By thoroughly researching historica details and
inclusive social order, this study will shed light on how these
principles influenced the implementation of societal reforms,
ultimately leading to the establishment of ajust society.(*)

The Prophet Muhammad (&) strongly supported acquiring
knowledge and education. As aresult, this study will also examine
his contributions to the advancement of Islamic civilization's
intellectual heritage. It will look into how the Prophet encouraged
breakthroughs in fields like theology, philosophy, medicine, and
mathematics by emphasising knowledge acquisition, critica
thinking, and scientific inquiry. The Prophet set the stage for the
guest of knowledge that became a distinguishing feature of Islamic
civilisation by endorsing education as a path to enlightenment.?
This study will also look at the Prophet's position as a political and
administrative leader. It will examine his plan to bring together
many tribes and build the first ISlamic state in Medina. The study
will examine the democratic tenets, consensus-based decision-
making procedures, and egalitarian goals that characterised the
political system put in place under his direction. The investigation
will also focus on the Prophet's diplomatic abilities and
interactions with other societies, emphasising his efforts to
promote interfaith cooperation and settle disputes peacefully.

This research study seeks to shed light on the significant
impact Prophet Muhammad (g) had on the advancement of
Islamic civilisation by thoroughly examining both the historical
setting and the Prophet's (&) teachings. It aims to show how his
revolutionary ideas, principles, and deeds till influence Muslim
countries and serve as an example to people al around the world.
Appreciating the lasting relevance of his teachings in modern
times requires an understanding of the historical significance of
his influence. In summation, the goal of this research work is to
advance our understanding of the Prophet Muhammad's (&)
influence on the growth of Islamic culture. It tries to show the
varied character of his influence and its lasting relevance by
looking at his teachings, societal changes, intellectua
contributions, and political leadership. The study has
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consequences for academics, researchers, and those who are
curious about understanding the historical roots and current
applicability of Islamic civilization.

Resear ch Objectives

The godls of this study are to look at the teachings and deeds
of Prophet Muhammad (&) and how they have affected the

sociocultural aspects of Islamic civilization, to examine the major
ideas he emphasised and how they have influenced cultura
changes and promoted communa harmony within Islamic
civilization, and to look at the contributions of Prophet
Muhammad () to the intellectual growth of Islamic civilization
in particular. It assesses Prophet Muhammad's (g) continuing
influence on the development of Islamic civilization and its
implications for contemporary society in order to draw lessons for
promoting compassion, socia justice, and ethical behaviour within
Islamic society and to look at the significance of education and
knowledge acquisition in the intelectual and scientific
advancement of Islamic civilization under the guidance of the
Prophet Muhammad.

M ethodology

The purpose of the paper is to assess the historical impact of
Prophet Muhammad (2) on the growth of Ilamic culture using a

multifaceted methodology. It uses multidisciplinary approach to
examine the various aspects of Idamic civilization. Prophet
Muhammad's (#) influence is placed into the larger genuine,
social, and socio-political context of Islamic history using similar
and pertinent anaysis. This research takes into account the
historical evolution of Islamic societies, pre-Islamic Arabian
society, and relations between the Islamic civilisation and other
civilizations. Mora considerations are given significant weight
throughout the assessment process, ensuring respect for rigorous
sengihilities, socia diversity, and anaytical reiability. Analysing
and interpreting the Prophet's teachings and deeds requires careful
consideration of ethical norms. It is crucial to understand how the
research's methods and sources have limitations. Consideration
and discussion of potential biases in historical accounts, gaps in
primary sources, and challenges in deciphering ancient
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manuscripts encourage transparency and a nuanced understanding
of the research findings. By using this thorough technique, the
research study intends to add to the body of information already
known in the field by offering a thorough examination of the
Prophet Muhammad's (#) impact on the growth of Islamic

culture.
Data Analysis
Socio-Cultural Impact

The teachings and deeds of Prophet Muhammad (g) had a

significant sociocultural influence on Idamic civilisation. He
posed a challenge to established societal norms and hierarchies
with his emphasis on justice, equality, and compassion. The
Prophet promoted a more equal society by fighting for the rights
of the oppressed, such as women, slaves, and the underprivileged.
His ethics, morality, and persona behaviour teachings have an
impact on society by encouraging truthfulness, charity, and
kindness. The development of Islamic ethics in regard to issues
like family, marriage, and interpersona interactions had a
tremendous impact on the social structure of Islamic culture.(®)

Women's Rights

The status and privileges of women in Isamic society were
significantly improved by the Prophet Muhammad (). Women in
pre-lIsamic Arabia endured tremendous discrimination and had
few social and legal rights prior to his teachings. The Prophet
emphasised that men and women are equal before God in terms of
their rights and obligations. He gave women the freedom to run
their own businesses, inherit riches, own land, and pursue higher
education.(*) The Qur'an, the central religious text of Islam,
contains verses that emphasize the dignity and equal worth of both
genders.

It has been said in the Holy Quran:

 GAedST 8a Sl oLadllp53adST Laa Zual JI230
Men will be rewarded according to their deeds and women
Tequally[] according to theirs(®)

Treatment of Slaves. The Prophet Muhammad (#) fought for
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the freedom of daves and supported their humane treatment. He
underlined the importance of freeing daves while actively taking
part in the manumission of slaves. The Prophet's teachings
provided guidelines for how to treat daves morally, including
treating them equitably, providing them with adequate food,
clothing, and shelter, as well as giving them the opportunity to
become free. Imam Bukhari narrated:

b Gyl A EIE G " el ale dl o 4l Jals OB
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Allah's Messenger (&) said, "He who has a dave-girl and
educates and treats her nicely and then manumits and
marries her, will get a double reward."(°)

These concepts led to the eventual abolition of slavery within
Islamic culture throughout time.

Social Justice and Economic Equality

In Islamic culture, the teachings of the Prophet advocated for
economic equality and social justice. He emphasized that Muslims
have a responsibility to assist the less fortunate through charitable
endeavors and community support. Asit has been said in the Holy
Quran

And act justly. Indeed, Allah loves those who act justly. (*)

Zakat, or obligatory almsgiving, was created to alleviate
poverty and share wealth. The Prophet encouraged Musliims to
impart their abundance to those deprived to cultivate a feeling of
local area and solidarity. Islamic society saw a reduction in
inequalities and a more equitable distribution of resources as a
result of this emphasis on economic equality.(®)

Ethical Conduct and Morality

The Prophet Muhammad (#) exemplified and taught strong
moral standards, inspiring honesty, integrity, and ethical behaviour
within Islamic civilization. The principles of justice,
dependability, and integrity were very important to him. Muslims
might take a cue from the Prophet's personality and conduct. His
moral and ethical teachings encouraged a culture of esteem,
concern, and compassion for one another, which contributed to the
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development of the Islamic civilization's social framework. (%)
Principlesand Values

The study emphasises the fundamental ideas that the Prophet
Muhammad () emphasised and which led socia reforms and

promoted intergroup harmony. Tawheed (monotheism), unity,
justice, mercy, and empathy are some of these ideals. The concept
of God's unity served as the cornerstone of Islamic culture, uniting
various ethnic groups under the banner of Islam. A just society
where people's rights were upheld and compassion was practised
was made possible by the Prophet's emphasis on justice and
kindness. The moral compass of Islamic civilisation is based on
these tenets, which still serve as a guidance for Muslims today.

Tawheed, or the idea that there is only one God, is a
fundamental tenet of Ilam and the basis of Islamic culture. The
Qur'an emphasizes the unity of God, stating, "Say: Heis Allah, the
One; Allah, the Eternal, Absolute; He begetteth not, nor is He
begotten, and there is none like unto Him" (Qur'an, Surah Al-
Ikhlas, 112:1-4). This principle unifies Muslims and establishes a
common belief system that transcends cultural and ethnic
differences.

Justice is another core principle emphasized by Prophet
Muhammad (#). The Prophet advocated for the establishment of a

just social order where individuas rights were protected and
where fairness prevailed. The Qur'an states:

e 55 4l s il Gusd issd Tsiale Gaddl G
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O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm in
justice, witnesses for Allah, even if it be aganst
yourselves or parents and relatives.(*°)

This principle of justice ensured equality before the law and
served as a guiding principle for the legal and judicial systems
within Islamic civilization.

The Prophet embodied mercy and compassion in both his
words and deeds. The Prophet taught Muslims to exhibit mercy
towards al of creation by modelling it. The Qur'an calls Prophet
Muhammad (&)
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We have sent you [] O Prphetl] only as a mercy for the
whole world.(*Y)

This mercy principle encompasses al aspects of human
connection, including social interactions and acts of kindness. It
encourages empathy and advances a compassionate and caring
society. These values, which are based on the teachings of the
Prophet Muhammad (i), continue to direct Muslims today and

serve as the Idlamic civilization's moral compass. They influence
how people behave, how they connect with one another, and how
they approach public affairs and governance. Muslims strive to
uphold justice, promote unity, show mercy, and practice empathy
in their daily lives, drawing inspiration from the Prophet's
teachings and his example.(*?)

Intellectual Contributions

In the intellectual advancement of Islamic culture, the Prophet
Muhammad (#) was crucial. His support for learning and

information acquisition resulted in important improvements across
several areas. Islamic scholars and researchers added to the
theological, philosophical, medical, and mathematical foundations
established by the Prophet. The importance of learning and
research in Islamic civilisation made it easier for the trandation
and preservation of Greek, Persian, and Indian writings during the
Islamic Golden Age. Numerous hadiths (sayings) attributed to the
Prophet serve as examples of how important the Prophet thought
the pursuit of knowledge was. For instance, according to the
Prophet (Miskhat)
phies 6 e sl ol Lo
Seeking knowledge is obligatory upon every Muslim.(*%)

This emphasis on information acquisition gave Muslims the
motivation to engage in scholastic activities and intellectua
pursuits.(*) By fusing Islamic doctrine with Greek philosophy and
creating complex theological and philosophical frameworks,
Islamic thinkers made substantial contributions to theology and
philosophy. Important thinkers like Al-Farabi, Ibn Sina
(Avicenna), and Ibn Rushd (Averroes) contributed significantly to
the expansion and preservation of the intellectual legacy of I1slamic
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culture. Muslim doctors like Al-Razi (Rhazes) and Ibn Sina made
revolutionary advances in the medical sector. Their contributions
to medical diagnosis, therapy, and pharmacology not only affected
medical practise inside Islamic civilization but aso had a long-
lasting influence on the advancement of medicine throughout the
world.

Isamic mathematicians made contributions as well,
particularly in the areas of algebra and trigonometry. Algebraic
equations and trigonometric functions were significantly advanced
by scholars like Al-Khwarizmi and Al-Biruni, who also introduced
ideas and techniques that are still in use today. The Islamic Golden
Age played a crucial role in the exchange of information between
cultures through the trandation and preservation of Greek, Persian,
and Indian books. Through trandation, prominent ancient
philosophers, scientists, and mathematicians works were
preserved by Islamic scholars. These deciphered books were a
fundamental asset for scientists and made a huge commitment to
the development of insightful exercises inside Islamic human
progress.(*)

Diplomacy and I nterfaith Dialogue

The Treaty of Hudaybiyyah, which made peace between the
Muslims of Medina and the Quraysh tribe of Mecca, is one good
example. The Prophet's political and interreligious systems formed
the tranquil concurrence of Islamic culture with various strict
networks, upgrading the socia variety and scholarly trade in the
Islamic world. With the help of his brilliant discretionary abilities,
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) participated in exchange with
neighboring social orders and assisted with settling clashes. His
interactions with Christians and Jews established a framework for
interreligious dial ogue that promoted understanding and tolerance.
His partnerships with various tribes and communities are a great
example of the Prophet's diplomatic efforts during his lifetime.
Notwithstanding the underlying pressures and conflicts, the
Prophet successfully arranged the conditions of the settlement,
bringing about a very long term time of quiet and allowing
tranquil connections among Muslims and Meccans.(*°)

The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) interacted with Jewish and
Chrigtian communities to foster tolerance and understanding. His
relationships with Jewish tribes like the Banu Nadir and Banu
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Qurayza in Medina demonstrate his dedication to promoting
religious tolerance and harmonious coexistence. The Prophet
actively sought diplomatic settlements to conflicts and conversed
to foster understanding. These interactions set a precedent for
following generations in terms of encouraging interfaith dialogue
and developing religious harmony within Islamic civilization. The
Prophet's guiding principles in his diplomacy and interfaith
conversations were justice, respect, and understanding of one
another. Regardless of one's religious orientation, he emphasised
the importance of treating everyone with fairness and kindness.
The Qur'an states in Surah Al-Mumtahanah, verse 60:8, that Allah
"does not forbid you from those who do not fight you because of
religion and do not drive you from your homes - from being
righteous towards them and acting justly towards them." This
verse provides as an illustration of the Prophet's commitment to
respectful interactions and peaceful coexistence with people of
various religions.

The Prophet's interfaith dialogue and diplomatic endeavours
have greatly benefited the Islamic world's cultural variety and
intellectual connection. The fostering of diplomatic links and
peaceful cooperation with adjacent societies made it easier to
exchange cultural norms and other types of knowledge.
Intellectuals and professionals from various theologica
backgrounds helped Islamic culture flourish and turn it into a
centre of knowledge, science, and innovation.(*)

Enduring Relevance

The results of the study show the continuous significance of
the Prophet Muhammads (PBUH) contribution to the
development of Islamic culture. His example and ideas continue to
inspire Muslims all around the world, guiding their actions in
terms of persona relationships, social interactions, and civic
participation. The Prophet's teachings on justice, compassion, and
ethical behaviour are till essential for resolving contemporary
problems and advancing a just and peaceful society. The Prophet's
impact continues to be relevant, which serves as motivation for
Muslims who are seeking to navigate the difficulties of the modern
world.

On the personal lives of Muslims, the teachings and deeds of
the Prophet Muhammad have had a profound impression. Muslims
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can use his emphasis on morality, honesty, and humility as a guide
in their daily life. In a society where moral conundrums and
difficulties abound, the Prophet's lessons on honesty, forgiveness,
and empathy still strike a chord with those trying to follow moral
principles. The Prophet's teachings encourage inclusivity,
kindness, and respect for others in interpersona interactions.
Muslims still adhere to the Prophet's example of treating everyone
equally and with respect, irrespective of their socioeconomic
standing, nationality, or religion. His guidelines for upholding
harmonious relationships, resolving disputes, and advancing
justice serve as a model for creating cohesive and welcoming
communities.(*®)

Another facet of the Prophet's ongoing relevance is our
engagement in civic affairs under the guidance of his teachings.
Mudims are motivated to actively participate in issues of
governance, advocacy, and social justice by the Prophet's
emphasis on justice and accountability. As the Prophet did in his
day, Mudlims are urged to support good government, try to reduce
poverty and inequality, and fight for the rights of the marginalised.
The Prophet's impact is till relevant today in addressing issues of
the present. His teachings offer Musdlims direction in resolving
problems like religious diversity, gender equality, environmenta
protection, and socia justice. To address these issues and advance
amore just and peaceful society, Muslims today rely on the values
and principles espoused by the Prophet.

Conclusion

The study of the Prophet Muhammad's (PBUH) impact on the
growth of Islamic culture offers important new understandings of
the deep influence he had on many facets of society. The Prophet's
teachings and deeds continue to influence Muslim lives and the
course of Islamic civilisation, from sociocultural transformation to
intellectual contributions, diplomacy, and interfaith engagement.
By challenging traditional norms and hierarchies, the Prophet's
emphasis on justice, equality, and compassion helped to create a
more equitable society. His ethica and moral beliefs impacted
society by encouraging truthfulness, charity, and kindness. The
development of Islamic ethics in regard to issues like family,
marriage, and interpersonal interactions had a tremendous impact
on the socia structure of Islamic culture.
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The Prophet made enormous intellectual contributions through
promoting learning and information acquisition, which resulted in
numerous fields seeing tremendous advancements. Building on the
principles established by the Prophet, Islamic academics and
scientists made contributions to the fields of religion, philosophy,
medicine, mathematics, and the trandation and preservation of
antiquity. Idlamic culture entered a golden age of intellectual and
scientific advancements as a result of the significance it placed on
study and knowledge. The Prophet's diplomatic abilities and
participation in interfaith discourse established a standard for
harmonious relationships and dispute resolution. His relationships
with the Jewish and Christian populations promoted tolerance,
respect, and harmonious coexistence. These diplomatic and
interreligious didogue tenets significantly influenced the
development of Idamic civilization's cultural diversity and
intellectual interaction.

The Prophet's influence continues to have an impact on
Musdlims' lives to this day. His teachings continue to motivate
people, directing their private lives, socia connections, and
involvement in public events. In order to confront modern issues
and advance a just and peaceful society, the values of justice,
compassion, and ethical behaviour continue to be cruciad. In
conclusion, it is obvious that the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) had
an impact on Islamic civilisation. His ideas and deeds have had a
long-lasting impact, influencing Islamic civilization's social,
intellectual, and cultural facets. Mudlims still 1ook to his teachings
for direction in both their personal and communal lives, finding
inspiration in his values of fairness, compassion, and mora
behaviour. For Muslims attempting to negotiate the complexity of
the contemporary world while keeping the ideals and principles
that he demonstrated, the Prophet's continuing relevance serves as
a source of inspiration. Our understanding of the Prophet
Muhammad's (PBUH) tremendous influence on the development
of Islamic culture grows as we dig deeper into the study of hislife
and teachings. Mudlims all across the world continue to honour,
study, and adore his legacy, which has aided in the development
and advancement of 1slamic thinking and practise.
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Managers’ Responsibilities in Stress
Prevention at Workplace: An
| lamic Per spective

I ntroduction

Stress at workplace has been identified as one of the mgor
cause of physical ailments and psychologica disorders amongst
employees, and it is associated with an elevated risk of type 2
diabetes and cardiovascular (CV) illness (Crawford, 2019),
changes in brain functiona activity, post traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) and Cushing's disease (McEwen, et a., 2015). Stress at
workplace causes frustration and feeling of inefficiency, reduced
job satisfaction, lack of concentration at work and lessens decision
making ability resulting into lower performance (Islam et d.,
2019). The most alarming outcome of the “failure of acute stress-
response system” appears in shape of suicidal attitude (Miller,
2019).

While many scholars have devoted themselves to find the
remedies of stress at workplace in the light of Islamic teachings
(Abbasi, 2015; Achour, et a., 2016; Amilin, 2016; Asadzandi,
2019; Bahari, 2018; Benedictus, 2018; Hassan, et al., 2018) yet
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there is scarcity of literature spotlighting exclusively on
managerial obligations to deal with this contemporary workplace
issue in Islamic perspective. To address this gap, this study is an
endeavor to explore the responsibilities of managers in stress
prevention at modern day workplace in the light of Islamic
teachings. This is a theoretica research (APA, 2010, p.10) based
on the immense source of knowledge and wisdom offered by the
Holy Qur’an, Sunnah and Islamic history, and particularly focuses
on fixing the managers’ responsibilities in stress prevention at the
workplace.

Stress at Workplace

World Health Organization described that stress at workplace
is the way individuals may react to the excessive work demands
and burden, not compatible with their intellectual capacity and
capability which aggravates in conditions of deficient
organizational support and poor job autonomy (WHO, 2019).

Causes of Stressat Workplace

Scholars have identified certain causes of stress at workplace
also known as the stressors and defined as situation of threat of
constant victimization, challenge, burden or organizationa
restrictions confronted by the individual (Wheaton, 2010). The
common stressors in literature are summarized in tabulated form
as under:

Common Workplace Stressors

Workplace Description Psychosocial & Reference
Stressor Physiological Effects
Workplace Violent behavior of Lower self-worth Crawford,
bullying & managers like Lower self-esteem 2019;
maltreatment shouting, abusing, Lower self-respect Nielsen,
aggressiveemailsand | Post-traumatic stress | 2012;
maltreatment of Job burnout Sohail,
subordinates. A Increased intentions 2015;
person may undergo toleave Stich,
stress especially when | Reduced job 2019;
he/she assumes a satisfaction Verkuil,
danger to his social Reduced 2015
respect. organizational
commitment
Depression
Higher risk of type 2
Diabetes &
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Workplace Description Psychosocial & Reference

Stressor Physiological Effects

cardiovascular disease

Organizationa | The extent to which Lower esteem Elovainio,

injustice employees perceive Job insecurity 2002;
workplace procedures, | State of distress Probst,
interactions and Fear of career smash 2005
outcomesto befairin | up
nature. Includes
effort-reward balance.

Discrimination | Discrimination at Increased absenteeism | Thrasher,
workplace due to Reduced productivity | etd., 2015
gender, caste, ethnic, Increased turnover
linguistic basis leads Threat to mental
to stress asthe hedlth
discriminated person
feels that he/she has
been wronged and
deprived of the basic
right.

Unsupportive Poor leadership and Increased absenteeism | Kelloway,

work interpersonal relations | Decreased 2005

relationships between supervisors performance
and workers. Increased rate of

accidents

Likelihood of looking
for aternative
employment

Work overload | Work pressureto meet | Frustration Isam, et
deadlines, lengthy Feeling of a., 2019
work hours, work on inefficiency
holidays and Decreased satisfaction
understaffed Lack of concentration
workplace. Decreased decision

making ability

Financid stress | Financia crisiscaused | Increased rate of Mucci,
duetorisein mood disorders 2016
unemployment, staff Anxiety
reduction and wages Depression

reduction.

Suicidal attitude

Islamic Perspective on Managerial Responsibilities for Stress

Prevention

Islam teachings encompass every aspect of human life in a
befitting manner, educating and guiding the mankind in
remarkably rational way to the path of success. Holy Qur’an and
Sunnah clearly lay down the obligations of persons who are given
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authority and make them accountable for the wellbeing of people
for whom they have been made responsible. Maor themes
emerging from the content analysis in the context of managerial
responsibilities for stress prevention at workplace are discussed
below:

Manager s as Guardians

Guardianship is the fundamental principle in communal
relationships in an Islamic society and it also encompasses
manager-worker relationship. It is explicitly expressed in Islamic
teachings. The Holy Qur’an says:

“And (as for) the believing men and the believing women,
they are guardians of each other; they enjoin good and forbid evil
and keep up prayer and pay the poor-rate, and obey Allah and His
Messenger; (as for) these, Allah will show mercy to them; surely
Allah is Mighty, Wise” (Al-Qur’an 9:71).

Prophet Muhammad (Peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) has made this code of conduct unambiguous in following
ahadith:

Narrated by Abdullah bin Umar, the Prophet [pbuh] said,
“Every one of you is a guardian and every one of you is
responsible (for hiswards). A ruler is a guardian and is responsible
(for his subjects); a man is a guardian of his family..... Beware!

All of you are guardians and are responsible (for your wards)”
(Sahih a-Bukhari, Vol. 7, Book 62, hadith: 116);

“Indeed each of you is a shepherd and all of you will be
questioned regarding your flock” (Jami' at-Tirmidhi, Book 23,
hadith: 36);

“Whoever has a brother under his command should feed him
of what he eats and dress him of what he wears. Do not ask him to
do things beyond his capacity and if you do so, then help him”
(Sahih a-Bukhari, Val. 1, Book 2, hadith: 29).

Likewise, managers are not exclusively responsible to earn
profit for the organization. They are equally responsible for their
employees’ wellbeing. Holy Prophet [pbuh] said:

“Profit follows responsibility” (Sunan Abi Dawud, Book 24,
hadith: 93) and “Start charity with those for whom you have been
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made responsible” (Sunan an-Nasai, Book 23, hadith: 2544).

Second righteous Caliph Umar bin Al-Khattab (May Allah be
pleased with him), strictly followed the accountability process for
his governors and deputies and used to inquire from the public to
assess their conscientiousness. He would ask them, “whether he
visits the ill persons, does he pay attention to the slaves’ wellness
and how do he take care of the disenfranchised?” and if the
response to one of these queries was negative, Umar would
dismiss him from the post (Naumani, 1962).

It is argued that, if managers start acting as guardians of their
workers they will always remain concerned about their physical
and mental health, any complicatedness in personal or professional
matters, wellbeing, work load and above all will endeavor to
create a supportive culture. This will definitely pave way to a
stress-free workpl ace.

Justice

Almighty Allah commands humankind to establish justice.
Following verses emphasize the importance of creating justice.
Holy Qur’an says:

“Allah does command you to render back your Trusts to those
to whom they are due; and when you judge between people that
you judge with justice. Verily how excellent is the teaching, which
He gives you! For Allah is He Who hears and sees all things” (Al-
Qur’an, 4:58);

“O you who believe! Stand out firmly for justice, as witnesses
to fair dealing, and let not the hatred of others to you make you
swerve to wrong and depart from justice. Be just: that is next to

piety. And fear Allah for Allah iswell-acquainted with al that you
do” (Al-Qur’an, 5:8).

Narrated by Abu Huraira, the Prophet [pbuh] said:

“Allah says that on the Day of Judgment, I will be against the
person one who employs a laborer and gets the full work done by
him but does not pay him his wages ” (Sahih Bukhari, Vol.3, Book
34, hadith :430).

A Bedouin came and asked the Prophet [pbuh], "When would
the Hour (Doomsday) take place?' He said, "When honesty is lost,
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then wait for the Hour (Doomsday)." The Bedouin said, "How will
that be lost?' The Prophet said, "When the power or authority
comes in the hands of unfit persons, then wait for the Hour
(Doomsday)” (Sahih Bukhari, Vol.1, Book 3, hadith: 56).

It is evident that if managers struggle sincerdly to establish
justice at the workplace, the workers would be satisfied with the
organization and it will help them to remain stress free.

Indiscrimination

Islam’s universal message of human equality prohibits
indiscrimination. The Holy Qur’an says:

“O mankind, indeed We have created you from male and
female and made you peoples and tribes that you may know one
another. Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the
most righteous of you. Indeed, Allah is Knowing and Acquainted”
(Al-Qur’an, 49:13).

Address of the Holy Prophet’s [pbuh] at the occasion of the
Farewell Pilgrimage (Hajjat-ul-Wid’a) is clear manifestation of
zero tolerance over discrimination. He said:

“All mankind is from Adam and Eve. An Arab has no
superiority over a non-Arab, nor does a non-Arab have any
superiority over an Arab; a white has no superiority over a black,
nor does a black have any superiority over awhite; except by piety
(Tagwa) and good action” (Abdullah, 2007).

If managers fail to protect discrimination at workplace, it
creates sense of deprivation and denial of rights amongst the
organizational members, thus leading to a state of distress.
Therefore, managers have their obligation to watch out any sign of
discrimination and remove it there and then.

Mutual Respect

Islam does not allow anyone to make fun of others and forbids
defaming and insulting others by using nicknames. In Sura Al-
Hujurat, Almighty Allah says:

“O you who have believed, let not a people ridicule [another]
people; perhaps they may be better than them; nor let women
ridicule [other] women; perhaps they may be better than them.
And do not insult one another and do not cal each other by
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[offensive] nicknames. Wretched is the name of disobedience after
[oneg] faith. And whoever does not repent - then it is those who
are the wrongdoers” (Al-Qur’an, 49:11);

O you who have believed, avoid much [negative] assumption.
Indeed, some assumption is sin. And do not spy or backbite each
other. Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his brother when
dead? You would detest it. And fear Allah; indeed, Allah is
Accepting of repentance and Merciful” (Al-Qur’an, 49:12).

“He is not one of us who does not have mercy upon our
young, respect our elders, and command good and forbid evil”
(Jami” at-Tirmidhi, Book 27, Hadith 27).

Consultation

Consultation or “Shura” has been the halmark of Islamic
society and it was the tradition of the Holy Prophet [pbuh] to
consult and involve people in decision making process. (Rehan, et
al. 2019; Whyte, 2019). This participation thus ensured people
empowerment on one hand and quality decisions on the other
hand. The Holy Qur’an says:

“Those who listen and pay attention to their Lord, and
establish regular Prayer; who (conduct) their affairs by mutual
Consultation; who spend out of what We bestow on them for
Sustenance” (Al-Qur’an, 42:38).

The principle of consultation in an organization strengthens
the sense of belonging, self-esteem, self-worth, self-importance,
self-confidence and self recognition amongst its members, thus
addressing some common causes of stress at the workplace.

Brotherhood

Islam presents a concept of universal brotherhood. In Surah
Al-Hujrat, Almighty Allah says:

“The believers are but brothers, so make settlement between
your brothers. And fear Allah that you may receive mercy” (Al-
Qur’an, 49:12).

At the occasion of the Farewell Pilgrimage (Hgjjat-ul-Wid’a),
the holy Prophet [pbuh] said:

“Learn that every Muslim is a brother to every Muslim and
that the Muslims constitute one brotherhood. Nothing shall be
legitimate to a Muslim which belongs to afellow Muslim unless it
was given fregy and willingly. Do not, therefore, do injustice to
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yourselves” (Abdullah, 2007).

Following ahadith of the Holy Prophet [pbuh] emphasize the
spirit of brotherhood amongst the believers:

“None of you will have faith till he likes for his brother what
he likes for himself.” (Sahih Bukhari, Vol. 1, Book 2, hadith: 13);

“Every good is charity. Indeed among the good is to meet your
brother with a smiling face, and to pour what isleft in your bucket
into the vessel of your brother” (Jami® at-Tirmidhi Book 27,
hadith: 76);

“Neither nurture mutual hatred, nor jealousy, nor enmity, and
become as fellow brothers and servants of Allah. It is not lawful
for a Muslim that he should keep his relations estranged with his
brother beyond three days” (Sahih Bukhari, Vol. 8, Book 73,
hadith: 99; Sahih Muslim Book 45, hadith: 26).

“A Muslim is a brother of another Muslim. So he should
neither oppress him nor hand him over to an oppressor. And
whoever fulfilled the needs of his brother, Allah will fulfill his
needs” (Sahih Bukhari, Vol. 9, Book 85, hadith: 83).

Freedom of Expression

Freedom of expression is another hallmark of the Islamic
society. Second pious Caliph Umer (May Allah be pleased with
him) was asked to justify the possession of an extra piece of cloth
and he very patiently explained that it was the share of his son
who further presented that to him so that he might complete his
dress; and at other instance he took a strong notice of suppressing
a ‘Qibti’ (native Egyptian) by the son of Egypt’s governor
admonishing him in these words:

“Men were born free by their mothers who are you to enslave
them” (Naumani, 1962).

It is the moral obligation of the managers not to silent any
voice, because it may lead to the feeling of oppression amongst
workers and result into state of stress and depression.

Prohibition of Maltreatment and Bullying

Allah Almighty directs human beings not to speak arrogantly
with each other and to keep their voice tone lower. In Surah
Lugman, He says:

“And do not turn your cheek [in contempt] toward people and
do not walk through the earth exultantly. Indeed, Allah does not
like everyone self-deluded and boastful. And be moderate in your

0



S il glel i,

pace and lower your voice; indeed, the most disagreeable of
sounds is the voice of donkeys” (Al-Qur’an 31: 18-19).

Holy Qur’an has appreciates the gentle behavior of the Holy
Prophet [pbuh], in these words:

“It is part of the Mercy of Allah that you deal gently with
them. If you would have been severe or harsh-hearted, they would
have broken away from you: so pass over (Their faults), and ask
for (Allah’s) forgiveness for them; and consult them in affairs (of
moment). Then, when you have Taken a decision put your trust in
Allah. For Allah loves those who put their trust (in Him)” (Al-
Qur’an 3:159).

Holy Prophet [pbuh] said:

“It is sufficient evil for a man to look down on his Muslim
brother” (Sunan Ibn-e- Mgah Book 37, Hadith 4353) and “A
Mudlim's fighting his brother is disbelief, and verbally abusing
him is disobedience” (Jami' at-Tirmidhi Book 40, Hadith 29).

It is manifested that showing anger, wrath and abusing are
gtrictly prohibited in Idlam. Managers are therefore, under
obligation to embed culture of kindness in the organizations,
where no one is able to bully or maltreat others. In this way they
will protect their workforce from a potential cause of stress at the
workplace.

Proposed Model: Managers’ Responsibilities for Stress
Prevention at Workplace

Act as Guardian

Prohibition of
Bullying

Mutual Stress Free
Respect Workplace

Indiscrimination

Spirit of
Brotherhaad

Consultation

Freedom of

Expression
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Conclusion and Recommendations

Stress at workplace is disastrous for the individuas as well as
the organizations. Islamic teachings are so comprehensive that it
would be very logica to find the remedy of this predicament
situation faced by the organizations in the light of Islamic wisdom
and its deeply rooted traditions. The proposed model of managers’
responsibilities for stress prevention at workplace is aredistic and
balanced approach to deal with this contemporary issue because it
addresses the psychosocial & physical causes of the stress at
workplace.

Managers must take care of their workers like guardians and
put wholehearted efforts to create a workplace where people have
deep concern for each other’s worries, bonded in the spirit of
brotherhood and mutual respect; where no one is discriminated on
the basis of caste, creed, color, gender, beliefs, ethnic background
or race; justice is done to everyone; all have freedom of expression
and decisions are taken through mutual consultation so that
everyone feels honored and empowered. The workplace blessed
with these characteristics will definitely become stress freg;
therefore, we suggest that managers being responsible for their
workforce must fulfill their obligations in this regard. By doing so
they will get affection of the Creator, together with job fulfillment,
elevated spirit and higher organizational performance.

Notes

i All references from the Holy Qur’an have been acquired from
the English trandation available at https://quran.com,
http://corpus.quran.com and https.//www.quranexplorer.com.

ii  All references of the “Ahadith” - sayings of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (Peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) have
been retrieved from https://sunnah.com and http://sahih-
bukhari.com.
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