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Word from the Chair

The publication 
thof the 8  edition 

o f  D r e a m  
Seekers  –  an 
a n n u a l  
newsletter – is a 
source of great 
pride for the 
Department of 
Engl i sh .  I t  i s  
published not 
only to review 
s i g n i f i c a n t  
activities held in 
the Department 
d u r i n g  t h e  
calendar year, 
b u t  a l s o  t o  
record some of 
the dreams that 
the faculty and 
t h e  s t u d e n t s  
were able to 
re a l i ze .  Ea c h  
year we have 
a imed higher  
and by the Grace 
of the Almighty  
ach ieved  o u r  
dreams. 
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Prof. Dr Amra Raza, Chair English 

Note 

Dr Bryan Reynolds' on Performance Activism Transversal Potentialities

“It is a happiness to wonder; -- it is a happiness to dream.”   Edgar Allan Poe

thDr. Leghari visited the Department on 9  March 2019 as 
part of our talk series, celebrating Allama Muhammad 
Iqbal and his works. Asst. Prof Ayesha F. Barque 
moderated the talk titled, “The Meaning of Pakistan and 
Allama Muhammad Iqbal's Concept of Khudi and 
Nationhood”. She relayed that Iqbal believed “Inner 
experience is the ego at work.” The ego can be felt at work 
in the very act of  “perceiving, judging and willing.” The 
speaker elaborated on Iqbal's impression of 
“Supernational Community” and linked the idea of Amal 
with Khudi. It concluded with a question and answer 
session. Dr Ayesha Leghari has been researching and writing for the Iqbal 
Review and Interreligious Insight, an international journal promoting inter-
faith dialogue. Her book called Creativity: Ibn al 'Arabi's Traditional Islamic 

Philosophy of Education has been 
published by Kazi Publications 
and is available on Amazon. She 
has taught as Assistant Professor 
at Foundation University and 
National Defense University, 
Islamabad. Dr Leghari has been 
delivering lectures at Punjab 
U n i v e r s i t y ,  L U M S ,  L S E ,  
International Islamic University, 
Q u a i d - e - A za m  U n i v e rs i t y,  
Q u e e n s l a n d  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
Melbourne University, Hast-o-
Neest, Centre for Traditional Art 
and Philosophy, Lahore, Dabistan.

Dr Ayesha Leghari on the Meaning of Pakistan: 
Iqbal's Concept of Khudi and Nationhood

On September 6, 2019, Dr Bryan Reynolds (Chancellor's Professor and Claire 
Trevor Professor of Drama, University of California, Irvine) came delivered a  
guest lecture titled "Performance Activism, Transversal Potentialities". 
Exploring the theatrics of activism in various conflict zones around the world 
including Palestine and Afghanistan, Dr Reynolds' work is preoccupied with the 
transversal and performative potential of staging activism under oppressive 
regimes. He was 
accompanied by 
his collaborator 
a n d  f e l l o w  
academic, Dr Mark 
LeVine (Professor 
o f  H i s to r y,  U C  
Irvine) who joined 
in the discussion 
with Dr Reynolds as 
both scholars gave 
a  f a s c i n a t i n g  
account of current 
research in performance studies. Dr Bryan Reynolds received his M.A. and 
Ph.D. from Harvard University (1991; 1997). His research focuses on the 
experience, articulation, and performance of consciousness, subjectivity, 
affects, and sociocultural formations, particularly the ideologies, politics, 
passions, and geographies that define them, both on and off stage.
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Patron: Prof. Dr. Amra Raza, Chair English   

This year many ongoing academic ventures have borne fruit both for 
faculty and students of the English  Department .Dr Amna Umer 
Cheema and Dr.Shamaila Dodhy have returned from the  University of 
Leeds ,UK and Universiti Putra Malaysia  with Ph.D's,and Dr.Khurshid 
Alam has successfully completed his doctorate from the University of 
Punjab.Not only have all faculty members  enriched their research 
profiles but our BS /MA/Mphil and PhD students have also made their 
mark on current trends in literary studies by participating in 
conferences at the national and international levels. Our continued 
efforts at polishing students communication skills and providing 
various forums where they can explore their varied potential has 
resulted in many successful careers being launched .And it is a great 
pleasure to see young men and women settle comfortably in 
competitive market environments .
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Dr Naila Sahar: Feminist Exegesis and Muslim Women's Agency

Amal Academy Conducts Soft Skills Workshop

thDr. Naila Sahar was invited to the Department of English on 27  March 2019 for her talk 
titled, “Feminist Exegesis and Muslim Women's Agency”. Faculty Member Zoya Jamil 
(Lecturer) moderated this session. Dr Sahar is a Fulbright scholar (2013-2018). She did 
her PhD from State University of New York (Buffalo) and is currently working as an 
Assistant Professor at the University of Management and Technology, Lahore. Dr. 
Sahar highlighted how for a long time, mainstream Western feminism has avoided 
engaging with the difficult conditions and situations in which religious women strive to 
thrive and survive. Religion is seen as patriarchal and oppressive for women, and 
though there has been much written about women, religion, and resistance, there has 
been much less attention given to women, religion, and autonomy. It is important to 

learn how Muslim women, especially those who identify as religious and do not see the dynamics of religion in 
relation to resistance to religion but instead feel part of the religious structure in terms of female authority, 
fight for their rights. This talk discussed the works of Fatima Mernissi, Amina Wadud, and Saba Mahmood who 
have stressed the importance of continuous interpretations of Quran and Hadith in order to maintain its 
relevance to contemporary times and situations, and have questioned the secular Left's concepts of agency and convictions of progressive 
vision as the only politics of liberation when the language of Islam is coming to apprehend the aspirations of so many Muslim women 
around the world. The talk sought to examine ways in which these female scholars challenge the patriarchal exegesis, and chart the modes 
of defiance through which Muslim women reclaim agency within the framework of religion thus posing a challenge to the stereotypical 
perceptions portrayed by contemporary western scholarship about Muslim women. The seminar was insightful and novel in its field and 
was followed by an intriguing discussion between the speaker and the audience. 

Senior members from Amal Academy came to the English Department to conduct a workshop on Amal Career-Prep Fellowship programme 
ndon 22  November 2018. The workshop was aimed at introducing students (BS and MA) to career-enhancing skills. Starting back in 2013 as 

an education start-up funded by Stanford University, Amal Academy has transformed the lives of more than 3300 Pakistani graduates and is 
always aspiring to do more. Their aim is to bridge the income gap in our society by developing soft skills (communication, leadership, 
confidence, teamwork, and public speaking) in people, which are highly sought after by industry experts.

The instructors briefed students about their training schedule to develop professional skills needed for a successful career. The team 
elaborated the features of the training: activity based in-person sessions on weekends, online courses, Google Classroom, one on one 
career counselling, peer graded assignments, and individual feedback on project works. The representatives carried out some activity-
based discussions, which inculcated a competitive spirit amongst the students. 

Professor Rezi Abidi Visits the Department

Professor Razi Abidi, one of the former Chairpersons of the Department of English PU, Lahore, visited the 
ndDepartment on 22  February 2019 to deliver a lecture to the students.  He has been training students in the 

subject of English for the CSS examination. While talking to students, Prof Abidi addressed the art of writing an 

essay. He discussed the do’s and don'ts of the craft and stressed on writing effectively with clarity and 

simplicity. His talk targeted the students who were interested in the competitive examination for Central 

Superior Services (CSS). The event also marked the initiation of the English literary Society, which comprises 

students from the BS programme. 

We are all migrants through time. Mohsin Hamid, Exit West 
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Department of English Faculty Participates in Talks for PU Library Book Club

Prof. Dr. Amra Raza, Chairperson, Department of English Language and 

Literature, reviewed the book, Ghazal Cosmopolitan: Ghazals and 

Essays on the Culture and Craft of Ghazals (2017) by Shadab Zeest 
thHashmi in her talk at PU Library Book Club on 16  January 2019. 

On the Set of Joke Dar Joke, Gourmet News Network

Foreign Language Awareness Presentation held at Department 

On January 24, 2018 MA students visited the set of the television comedy show, "Joke Dar Joke". Accompanied by Hooria Liaqat and 

Momina Masood (Lecturers, Department of English), students were given a tour of GNN studio, and were briefed about the mechanics of 

producing a television network show. The students were also taken behind the scenes of GNN's news broadcast, and learned a lot about 

production and the creative process involved in making informative and entertaining television shows.

The Institute of Languages, PU, initiated an outreach programme by conducting presentations about the importance and possibilities of 

learning different Pakistani and international languages. As part of this programme, they delivered a seminar in the Department of English 
ndon 22  November 2018. Assistant Professor Ashok Kumar Khatri who has expertise in the Sindhi Language; Zechariah Qamar, Lecturer in 

Greek and Latin; and Tony Williams, Lecturer in Hebrew, conducted this presentation for our faculty and students. In lieu of the political-

economic development when Pakistan is making cultural, economic, and social ties with China, Turkey, and Russia, the importance of 

learning foreign languages has become paramount; hence, this presentation piqued the interest of the audience with regard to acquisition 

of foreign languages. 

Department Organized a Seminar on Fasting  

“I read a book one day and my whole life was changed.” Orhan Pamuk, The New Life

Asst. Prof. Shahzeb Khan 

was also a speaker at PU 
thLibrary Book Club on 13  

February 2019 where he 

reviewed the book, The 

Conference of the Birds by 

Farid-ud-Din Attar. He was a 

speaker at PU Library Book 

Club. on Muhammad: A 

Prophet for our Time by 
thKaren Armstrong, 15  May 

2019.

thDepartment of English students organized a seminar on Fasting  on 7  May 2019. Besides hilighting the 
benefits and  significance of fasting, Dr. Khurshid Alam (Asst. Prof.) spoke on true meaning of Saum and its 
scope.    
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Cultural Day

Plantation Drive

The Department of English Language and Literature arranged a Cultural Day on 4th April 2019. The objective was to showcase and promote 

a variety of cultures that exist in Pakistan and develop an atmosphere of peace and harmony . Students conducted an array of activities that 

exhibited the splendor of diversity. They engaged in singing traditional songs, culturally exotic dance performances, and poetry recitals. 

In lieu of toxic air pollution and environmental concerns of this decade, the Department initiates a drive annually to plant trees and 
flowering plants in the lawns of the English Department. This year too student representatives accompanied by the Chairperson Prof Dr 
Amra Raza and Faculty Member Zoya Jamil went to various nurseries in Lahore with the students of the Department to handpick 
seedlings. With fervor for gardening, the students planted these seedlings themselves, and contributed to the preservation of the 
environment. 

“One touch of nature makes the whole world kin." William Shakespeare, Troilus 
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event. Her talk focussed on the principles of communication and language. The closing ceremony was chaired by Prof. Dr. Nizamuddin – 
Chairperson, Punjab Higher Education Commission (PHEC). He addressed the participants on strategies to become an effective teacher by 
focusing on research and by engaging  in professional development opportunities along with teaching assignments. Prof. Dr. Nasira Jabeen 
reiterated that welcoming  new faculty and introducing them to the rich cultural context of the Punjab University, along with providing 
them opportunities of mentoring and networking through this interaction, were the key features of the program.  

A Faculty Development Orientation Program (FDOP) – 2018 was organized by the Human Resource Development Center (HRDC) at the 
Institute of Administrative Sciences (IAS) – University of the Punjab, Lahore, from 4th to 7th Sep 2018. The program aimed at imparting 
knowledge, enhancing skills and inculcating desired attitudes for professional proficiency among the newly inducted teaching community 
members. The newly inducted permanent Lecturers from the Department of English, Momina Masood, Zoya Jamil Chaudhry, and Hooria 
Liaqat attended the workshop.

The sessions were based on experiential learning and participative discussion using the learner centred approach. Participants learned 
about University governance context including policies, regulations and practices and developed a broader understanding of their roles as 
teachers in view of the recent higher education reforms. Prof. Dr. Amra Raza was also one of the distinguished speakers of this four-day 

New Faculty Members Attend Faculty Development Orientation Program

On 16th February 2019, the Institute of Administrative Sciences held a workshop on “Managing Workplace Challenges and Issues of 
Harassment”. Dr. Aamir Aziz (Assistant Professor) and Momina Masood (Lecturer) represented the Department of English at the Institute of 
Administrative Sciences and attended the workshop which focused on issues of gender discrimination, workplace harassment, diversity 
work, and the ways to foster a gender-inclusive workplace environment. 

English Department Participates in Managing Workplace Challenges and Issues of Harassment Workshop

thOn 20  February 2019, Assistant Professor Shahzeb Khan and Lecturer Hooria Liaqat attended a Training Workshop on Scopus Database 
(the largest global abstracting and citation database) held at the Punjab University Library Auditorium. The University of the Punjab Ranking 
Committee and the Punjab University Library had organized the workshop. The session was attended by a large number of faculty members 
and scholars. Mr. Vishal Gupta, Asian representative of Scopus, introduced trainees to the features of Scopus database. The University of 
the Punjab has subscribed to the Scopus database in order to facilitate the researchers. Moreover, the wide-ranging features of the 
database will help to improve the International ranking of the University.

Training workshop on Scopus Database

Assistant Professor Dr. Amna Umer Cheema returned with a PhD from the University of Leeds, UK in 2018 to re-join the 

English Department, PU. Her thesis is titled “Elizabeth Bishop and the Baroque: A Study in Spatial Constructs”. Dr Amna's 

main area of research is modern and post-modern American poetry. Moreover, she is keenly interested in Baroque 

cosmology, art and mathematics especially Kepler's theory of planetary motions, Vermeer's photographic paintings, 

Borromini's architecture and Leibniz's imaginary geometry.

Dr Amna Umer Cheema and Dr Shamaila Dodhy Return with PhDs

Assistant Professor Shamaila Dodhy received her PhD in English Literature from Universiti Putra Malaysia, Malaysia in 

2018 too. Her dissertation is titled, “Attachment Trauma and Role of Secure Base in Selected Literary Works of Black 

Women Writers”. Her interdisciplinary research focuses on Trauma Studies, Literature of Trauma, Attachment Trauma 

Theory, African-American Literature and African Literature. Dodhy's teaching and research specializations are in 

narratives of exile and migration from South Asia. Currently she is doing research on intersectionality and colorism, a 

question further problematized by the political discourse of identity.

“Poetry speaks to you either at first sight or not at all. A flash of revelation and a flash of response.” 
J. M. Coetzee
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ELS Hosts BILINGUAL POETRY RECITAL COMPETITION

The Department of English Language and Literature, PU, welcomed the season with poetry. English Literary 
thSociety (ELS), organized a Bilingual Poetry Recital Competition on 18  March 2019 and Zoya Jamil Chaudhry 

(Lecturer) helped organize the event. The panel of the jury comprised Assistant Professors, Dr. Aamir Aziz,  Ayesha 

F. Barque, and Lecturer Momina Masood who evaluated the poems on form, structure, and novelty. The event of 

Poetry Recital 2019 commenced with the recitation of sacred verses from Surah Rahman by Muhammad Imran 

(Sem II). This was followed by a Naat, praising the Holy Prophet (PBUH), by Mujahid Abbas (Sem IV).

 

Hiba Hussain (Sem IV) and Salik Rehman (Sem IV) conducted the first round of the poetry recital. It comprised 

English poems written and recited by students themselves who embraced this profound opportunity whole-

heartedly and shared their ideas, thoughts and emotions through the harp of poetry. The second round focused 

on heart touching Urdu poetry. The auditorium beamed with applause, appreciation, and cheers encapsulating 

the spirit of our cultural Mushaira. 

After extensive deliberation by the panel of judges, Asst. Prof Ayesha F. Barque delivered the critique and appreciated the contestants; she 

highlighted that the essential purpose of poetry is that it saves us from exhibiting raw emotions and gives us an opportunity to spend time 
stwith ourselves. In the English category, Saba Khaliq (Sem IV) secured the 1  position and Rida Akhtar (Sem VI), was the runner-up. In the 

stUrdu category, Muhammad Ijaz from (Sem II) secured 1  position. The event concluded with the address of Chairperson who not only 

congratulated the winners, but also encouraged students to participate in extra curricular events for the nourishment of their soul. 

ELS Conducts Essay Writing Competition

On March 21 2019, the English Literary Society (ELS) under the supervision of Momina Masood (Lecturer, 
Department of English, PU) organized an Essay Writing Competition on topics of literary production, readership, and 
canon-formation. The topics for the competition were; (a) Albert Camus famously said that the purpose of literature 
is to keep civilization from destroying itself. What, then, is the sociopolitical significance and function of a literary 
education in contemporary day and age? Discuss; (b) Do you think that art can — or even should — be separated 
from the artist? Is it possible to avoid having an artist's biography influence the way we see his or her work? What 
about those artists with problematic personal lives? What should we do with the art of monstrous men and women? 
Hooria Liaqat, Zoya Jamil, and Momina Masood (Lecturers of Department of English) served as the jury members. 
The 1st Prize was awarded to Hajwair Ahmad from MA Part I, while Hamid Majeed (MA Part I) and Salik Rehman (BS 
IV) were awarded with runner-up certificates.

The English Literary Society (ELS) held an Urdu Debating 

Competition among students at the Department of 
stEnglish on 31  January 2019. The adjudicators for this 

competition were Lecturers Momina Masood, Zoya J. 

Chaudhry, and Hooria Liaqat. Following were the results 

of this competition: Bushra Khursheed (BS 2018-22 sem 
stI) secured 1  position, Hafiz Salik Rehman (BS 2017-21 

ndsem III) secured 2  position and Kaleem-ullah Khan (BS 
rd2018-22 sem I) attained the 3  position.

ELS Organizes Debating Competition

“A theatre, a literature, an artistic expression that does not speak for its own time has no relevance.”  Dario Fo
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Festivity in the Department: Sports Day 2018

thThe Sports Day of the Department of English Language and Literature 2018 was organized on 7  March 2019. It was inaugurated by the 

Chairperson, Prof Dr Amra Raza, and attended by the BS Coordinator Asst Prof Dr Khurshid Alam and other honorable faculty members. The 

event commenced with the recitation of the Holy Quran followed by the national anthem. The students played multiple games including 

cricket, football, tug of war, and ludo. 

The sports day was celebrated with a lot of zeal and excitement.  Hand-made Placards were placed all around the playing ground. The 

audience cheered for the players and enjoyed multiple segments. The activity generated a healthy atmosphere among students. Extra 

curricular activities are an integral part of the student learning which equips them with a variety of skills to meet with the challenges of 

twenty-first century.

“I can't think of a case where poems changed the world, but what they do is they change people's 
understanding of what's going on in the world.” Seamus Heaney
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TEDxPunjabUniversity: “Longing for Spring” Ideas Worth Spreading

The Department of English Language and Literature has been a pioneer in taking creative initiatives by hosting the first ever TEDx event of 
stUniversity of the Punjab in 2017. Continuing the legacy of 2017, the Department held the second TEDxPunjabUniversity on 1  December 

2018.. Students (BS Semester VIII), under the supervision of the Chief Organiser and Chairperson, Prof Dr Amra Raza, and the Organizer, 
Assistant Professor Shahzeb Khan, arranged this mega event. This year's theme was “Longing for Spring”: this season denotes hope and 
longing expresses the constant human struggle in life. 

Nine versatile speakers from a broad-spectrum of fields came together to deliver their inspirational talks and nurture the theme and motto 

of TED: Ideas Worth Spreading. The event comprised three sessions and two networking breaks. Deeply rooted in subcontinental culture, 

TEDxPunjabUniversity brought per se an amalgamation of arts, sciences, sports, music and literature.

The first speed painter of Pakistan, Dr. Shoaib Ahmad enthralled the audience with a quick portrait of the late legend, Abdus Sattar Edhi. Dr. 

Sumera Javad from the Fine Arts Department of PU talked about her conception of 'an idea'. Dr. Maliha Uroos, also a faculty member of PU, 

delivered a talk about her connection to molecules and their stupendous use in curing patients. Marina Iqbal, the first women cricket 

commentator of Pakistan, ended the first session by asserting the importance of women empowerment through a personal journey 

marking her strong willpower.

“If there's a book that you want to read, but it hasn't been written yet, then you must write it.” Toni Morrison
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 The networking breaks helped the attendees connect to the speakers and further discuss ideas. Dr. Osama Siddique, an acclaimed lawyer 

and scholar reflected on the importance of hope by the example of human civilization and the innate power of nature to grow and accept 

positivity. Hamza Ihtisham, an alumni student of PU, brought forward his alternate model of curing depression and Ibrahim Zauq, a space 

scientist and a photographer, deciphered the significance of longing by depicting the ache of hope and nostalgia in his photographs.

A musical band, comprising students of the institution, boosted the experience of a thrilling TEDx event by singing classical pieces of music 

intricately enmeshed in modern melodies. Inzimam ul Haq, famously known as Inzi Bhaie; the legendary Pakistani cricketer, voiced his 

journey of accomplishment via a road of embracing the spirituality of a human being that possesses magical potions of sanity and peace. 

Ms. Tina Hameed, a former teacher at the English Department PU, and now Director of Portal Consultants narrated the importance of the 

individual voice through her personal experience as a teacher trainer. Rabia Butt, an acclaimed model, ended the last session by explaining 

her conception of madness: a force that drives a human being to elevated spirituality if channeled positively.

The ceremony concluded with the presentation of souvenirs to the speakers by the Chairperson of English Department, Prof. Dr. Amra Raza 

and Assistant Professor Shahzeb Khan. The event ended with exhilaration as the team TEDx Punjab University (comprising students and 

volunteers from PU) lit lanterns in the Department lawn rejuvenating their belief in a better future for mankind. 

TEDxPunjabUniversity: “Longing for Spring” Ideas Worth Spreading

“The truth isn't always beauty, but the hunger for it is.”  Nadine Gordimer
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Faculty Accomplishments

“Life is not only full of sound and fury. It also has butterflies, flowers, art.”  Claude Simon
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“What matters in life is not what happens to you but what you remember and how you remember it.”  
Gabriel García Márquez
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Shafaat Yar Khan received his Doctorate from the Department of English Language and Literature after a public 
defence of his thesis on 30 November 2018. The title of his Ph. D. Dissertation is “Subaltern Narratives: A 
Narratological Study of Anglophile Travel Narratives of the Subcontinent” Dr Shafaat's thesis supervisor was Dr. Amra 
Raza, Chairperson, Department. of English, PU. The panel of external examiners included Dr. Saeed ur Rehman and Dr 
Nadia Anjum.

His research employed the techniques of applying  textual analysis emerging in rhetorical narratology to thirteen 
travel narratives. Ten narratives written by Indians were taken from the pre-Independence period (1800-1930). The 
focus was on the techniques used by these writers to undermine India's nationalist narratives and underscore 
England's imperial narratives. The research method was then applied to three travel narratives written by Pakistanis to confirm the 
reliability of the method and the recurrence of the techniques identified in the Indian travel narratives. Some important travel narratives 
analysed were those of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, Rabindernath Tagore, M. K. Gandhi, Pervez Musharraf and Benazir Bhutto.

Academic Endeavours of Students of the English Department 

I studied at the English Department, PU. for my degree of MPhil in English literature. During my years of learning at 

the Department, I learnt not only about literature, but also about life and living. In my years of study I learnt, through 

the regime and decorum of the Department, how to push my limits and imagine larger than what seems to be life at 

the moment. I had always been inclined towards creative writing (poetry), but it was only through my time spent at 

the Department that I realized I had to make efforts in real-time for my passion of creative writing as well. I was a 

student of MPhil at the time, and I took a leap and applied for a Fulbright Scholarship for Masters Degree (MFA) in the 

United States. The fellowship is one of the most prestigious and competitive fellowships in the world; thus all the 

more rewarding. I am very grateful to have been awarded the scholarship and I ascribe the success of this effort to my respectable faculty 

members at the Department, after God and my parents. I understand and greatly realize that it was my time at the Department that taught 

and pushed me to strive harder, and made me brave and combatant enough to aspire for destinations beyond my comfort zone. 

Anza Ahmed Malik, Mphil (2017-2019)

Anza Ahmed (MPhil –session 2017-19) secures Fulbright Scholarship for MFA in the US

Student Achievements

Rana Kalsoom Amjad's research paper titled “The Complexity of Identity in Arundhati Roy's The Ministry of Utmost 

Happiness” has been accepted for presentation at the International Conference on Voices from the Periphery: Literature & 

Language organized by Forman Christian College (FCC). Rana Kalsoom Amjad is a student of M.A Part II (Replica). She is 

working on her research paper under supervision of Ms. Hooria Liaqat.

Rida Akhtar Ghumman, from Semester VI, BS in English Literature, has been representing University of the Punjab at various 

forums as a member of Pioneers Literary Society. She participated in the first literary festival of University of Gujrat; Kath and 
st rdstood 1  in the short story writing competition. Her short story was awarded 3  Position in the UET Literary Festival (2017). 

ndRida won the award for writing the Best Screen Play Script at the University of Agriculture, Faisalabad and secured 2  position 
stin Short Story Writing Competition of their literary festival simultaneously. She also recently secured 1  position in the 

category of Shirt Story writing at University of Veterinary & Animal Science (UVAS), Lahore (2019). She has two publications to her credit as 

well in 2019; her articles were electronically published in issues of an Indian e-based magazine, and Espresso by Karma Café—a Gujarat 

based coffee house.

Saba Khaliq, a student of semester IV, BS in English Literature, joined the Pioneers Literary Society in March 2019 and has 
strepresented the University of the Punjab on different forums. She secured 1  Position in English Poetry competition of 

ndUniversity of Veterinary & Animal Science (UVAS), Lahore and secured 2  Position in Humor Writing Competition held at UET, 

Lahore (2019).

stA Student of semester IV, BS in English Literature, Salik Rehman bagged the 1  Position in the English Essay Writing 

Competition held at University of Engineering & Technology, Lahore (2019).

“It's fiction's business to try to enlarge our understanding of and sympathy for people."  Richard Ford
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RESEARCH PAPERS OF BS ENGLISH Semester VIII (Literature) Session (2014-2018)List for Thesis 

“The constant happiness is curiosity.”  Alice Munro 



RESEARCH PAPERS OF M.A. ENGLISH PART-II, (SESSION 2016-2018) MORNING CLASS

14

Roll
No.

Dr. 

“Wherever I am, if I've got a book with me, I have a place I can go and be happy” J. K. Rowling
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RESEARCH PAPERS OF M.A. ENGLISH PART-II, (SESSION 2016-2018) REPLICA CLASS

Roll
No.

“A book should be an axe to chop open the frozen sea inside us.” J.M. Coetzee
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 MPhil Thesis Completed   

Shadab Zeest Hashmi, author of Kohl and Chalk (2013) and Baker of Tarifa (2010) and Ghazal Cosmopolitan: 

Ghazals and Essays on the Culture and Craft of Ghazals (2017); recipient of the San Diego Book Award, the Nazim 

Hikmet Prize, and multiple other nominations, conducted a workshop on 'English Ghazal Writing' at the 
stDepartment on 21  February 2019. Her poetry and prose have been published in numerous journals and 

anthologies worldwide and she has also presented her ghazals and qasidas (among other works) in Turkey, Spain, 

Pakistan, Mexico and the UK. The faculty, alumni, PhD scholars and students of BS, MA, and MPhil attended the 

workshop. Hashmi traced the tradition of this Urdu ghazal and provided a historical overview of its form in the 

cultural context drawing on her personal anecdotes. She discussed the structure of this genre; alluded to Agha 

Shahid Ali's definition of a ghazal, “Ravishing Disunities”.  Her seminar was followed by an interactive session with 

the audience who also tried their hands at ghazal writing, sharing some of their work. 

Shadab Zeest Hashmi Conducts English Ghazal Writing Workshop

“I rhyme 
To see myself, to set the darkness echoing.” Seamus Heaney, Death of a Naturalist


