How to apply for a research degree in Science and Engineering
1. This advice applies to the following Schools and Departments at Queen Mary, University of London:

· The School of Biological and Chemical Sciences 

· The School of Electronic Engineering and Computer Science 

· The School of Engineering and Materials Science 

· The Interdisciplinary Research Centre in Biomedical Materials 

· The School of Mathematical Sciences 

· The Department of Physics

2. Review entry requirements and funding

You should generally hold a good first degree and a masters qualification (although this is not always essential).  Relevant experience within the field can also be taken into account
You should also take note of any English Language requirements if English is not your first language.  The College’s standard requirement for English is IELTS 6.5 or equivalent.  Further details can be found here  
At this stage you should also ensure that you have a realistic plan to secure sufficient funding to complete the research and writing up process within the normal time period, which is at least 36 months.  
3. Make sure there is a research match
Before applying you need to ensure that the School or Department you wish to study in has the expertise within the specific area to supervise your research. To do this you need to visit the relevant School/Department website and look under the research pages below.  You should look at what research groups there are and review individual staff research interests. 
· The School of Biological and Chemical Sciences 

· The School of Electronic Engineering and Computer Science
· Electronic Engineering
· Computer Science 

· The School of Engineering and Materials Science 
· Interdisciplinary Research Centre in Biomedical Materials  
· 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.maths.qmul.ac.uk/MRC/index.shtml" 

The School of Mathematical Sciences
   
· The Department of Physics
If you are able to identify a match with your own research interests, the next step is to complete an application form (see below)  
.

If you cannot find the research area you are looking for, or have any queries about the application process, you can either contact the relevant Departmental Postgraduate/Research Administrator or the Admissions and Recruitment Office.
Admissions and Recruitment Office

Freephone: 0800 376 1800

If calling from outside the UK:

Tel: + (0)20 7882 5511
Fax: + (0)20 7882 5588
email:  admissions@qmul.ac.uk

4. Applying 

Once you have identified a research area that matches your research interests, and hopefully also identified a research supervisor you should now complete a formal application form, downloadable from our website. Individual application forms are available as appropriate for those interested in the Queen Mary/CSC, Pakistan, Bangladesh, India and Turkey Capacity Building Scholarship schemes here
Each application should include the following:
· A Completed application form

· Transcripts
· Proof of English language ability for overseas applicants from non-English speaking countries

· Curriculum Vitae (CV)

· A statement of purpose

· A statement of research interest (see point 5. below)
· Two References

· It is your job as the applicant to ensure that you obtain two references to support your application

· Your references should focus on your previous academic experience and suitability for your chosen area of study.  References should clearly state your name and the academic department in which you wish to pursue your study.

· References should be printed on headed paper where possible and signed and dated by the referee.
5. Advice on writing your statement of research interest 
All MPhil/PhD students must write an acceptable statement of research interest.   This should answer three questions:

· What area of research are you interested in and why?  You should be as specific as possible.  Please indicate if you have already identified a research supervisor

· What is your experience in the relevant area?

· What are your career plans?

Your statement of research interest should be no more than 500 words long, or one side of A4 paper.
6. What happens next
Application procedures vary from department to department, but all applications will get logged initially with the Admissions Office, so they should be your first point of contact.
The Admissions and Recruitment Office will forward your application to the relevant School.  If the School is interested in taking your application further, they will contact you directly to arrange an interview with two members of academic staff (one of whom will be your possible supervisor).  Interviews normally last 30 minutes and usually take the form of a teleconference call at a mutually agreeable time.  This process can take from 6-8 weeks and you will be informed of the outcome in writing. 
Your potential supervisors will aim to get a formal offer or acceptance letter out to you as soon as possible
If you require a decision by a given deadline in order to apply for funding please make this very clear on your application.

Thank you for your interest in Queen Mary.  We hope that your application is successful and that we can welcome you here as a research student.

