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ABSTRACT

It goes without saying that Abdur Rehman Ibn Khaldun is a genius
Arab scholar having a prominent status among the scholars. He is an
encyclopedic personality having very vast knowledge and extensive reading.
He is considered the founder of the social sciences. He is also considered a
reformist in the psychiatric and pedagogical disciplines. He discussed in his
Mugaddima many issues and dealt with many branches of the Arabic
Language studies such as syntax, linguistics, figures of speech and Arabic
Literature. He referred to the opinions of his predecessors and made his
contribution also. He was both a reformist and the advocator of the legacy
simultaneously.

This article shed light on the opinions of Ibn Khaldun about the language.
He defined the language offering his own definition and philosophy and
explained how the words change semantically in the due course as a
consequence of mixing of the native speakers with the non-native ones.
Similarly the article discussed the language command as to how it can be
gained, in the opinion of Ibn Khaldun. It is a basic issue in his opinion to
which he attaches a great importance. Similarly he discusses language
acquirement tactics suggesting two ways, i.e.

1) To live in the language environment listening to the native speakers.
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2) To memorize its passages and practice.

Ibn Khaldun observed a strong relation between the language and the
civilization opining that there is direct proportion between the advancement
of a civilization and its language. The more the advancement of the
civilization the more the advancement of the language and vice versa.

Ibn Khaldun treated the poetry in detail, giving various definitions of
it according to its prosody, form and style. He also gave his opinion about the
composition of a Qasida (poem) pointing that every verse has an independent
status, disagreeing with those who think that all the verses of Qasida (poem)
constitute a single unit dealing with only one theme. He declared the
literature as a complimentary element for civilization, as it plays its role after
the fulfillment of economic needs and he also declared that the literature
plays an important role to protect the culture of a nation .

The article concludes that Muqaddima is not a book of literature or
criticism. That is why it is observed that many of his opinions have been
gained from the Andlosian (Spanish) scholars. The literary issues treated by
him lack proper organization some times as they are incomplete in other
cases, but these flaws do not lower the prestige of Ibn Khaldun, because he is
one of the leading scholars of literature and one of the prominent revivalist
(reformers) of written Arabic. He attached importance to linguistic sciences
and literary issues.

What he wrote in his Muqaddima about the language and literature is
the best proof of his knowledge ability and specialization in both language
and literature.
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