Majallah Al-Qism Al-Arabi 2l Al e

University of the Punjab, ‘. il L.
Lahore - Pakistan. ks 25“?‘“?"-“'3 sl
No.18, Issue: 2011 2011 ¢ s el Sual)

S o sl die el Lads,
A Juad
Ay gl Aall) A0S oo jldial) MY
ALl adlaly Arallad) dsadlady) daalal)

Abstract

This article has treated the position of the Arab critics on the
utility of the poetry, starting from its definitions according to the well-
known lexicographers and critics, who focus on the formal and
psychological effects created by the poetry in both the audience and
the readers. This is because the comprehensive definition is not easy
due to the fact that those who take up this topic for consideration view
it from different angles.

After discussing the definition, the article depicts the utility of
the poetry, giving the different opinions of critics who are divided into
three groups: One of them is of the view that arts in general, of which
poetry is a branch, is used for the purpose of education and training.
The other group says that any art is for enjoyment and enrapture only,
there being no other purpose. However, the third group views that it is
used not only for enjoyment but for other purposes also and these two
purposes accompany each other. In my view, the later group is just
because other purposes, together with enjoyment are required for
constructive and purposeful literature.

The study of the classical literature reveals that the purposes
of poetry are manifold and that poetry is so prestigious to Arabs that it
is their compendium and encyclopedia, representing their life. These
purposes are ethical and pedagogic.

Arabs use it as a weapon for the defence of their tribes.
Similarly they use it for the display of their nobility. It is also a source
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of knowledge and wisdom for them. Above all, It is a basic
requirement for the understanding of religious heritage represented by
the Holy Quran and the Sunna of the Holy Prophet (P.B.U.H).

They also used poetry for training purposes, i.e, to turn a
close-fested person generous and a coward, brave. Moreover, it is the
best device for the protection of classical language. It is cited by the
grammarians to establish their rule of grammar and proverbs are also
quoted from this source of language.

So, it may be concluded that it is neither an art for the sake of
art, nor it is for mere enjoyment. Rather, it is an art, tasteful and full of
enjoyment. Even this taste and enjoyment underlie moral purposes
which help the audience nourish their values.
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