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Abstract

"Kafi" is a well known poetic genre of the Indus
Valley. Intellectuals and scholars are divided in their
opinions regarding "Kafi" as a word and also as a
poetic term. A number of scholars of the languages of
the Indus Valley have always considered that the word
"Kafi" belongs to the Arabic and the Persian
languages. Although the structure and form of the term
"Kafi" resembles with Arabic and Persian lexicology
but the sense in which this word is used in the Arabic
and Persian languages is entirely different from that of
used in any of the Indus Valley languages. As a matter
of fact, there is no such poetic genre existing in the
Arabic of Persian literature. The view point as
projected by Shareef Kunjahi and Dr. Sohail Bukhari
seems formidable on this issue. According to their
research the term "Kafi" in its linguistic and cultural
perspectives belongs purely to the Indus Valley. "Kav"
is the root in which blossomed into "Kafi" under the
influence of the Persian language and became popular
as a poetic form "Kafi" into "Kafi" and its eventual
status as a poetic genre has been the subject of this
research article.
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Abstract

Shah Jahan Mugbal is the great poet of Punjabi, whose
poetry has been employed by Waris Shah in his
creation “‘Heer”, linguistically and technically. This
article introduces a manuscript - Madah Ghose” by
Mugbal which is available in British Library London.
Though some manuscripts of this poem are found at
different places but this one is oldest manuscripts. In
This research article, writer theorise that this is the
first literary effort of the Mugbal.
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Abstract

The Punjab is the land of Sufis who spread Islam by
adopting the preaching methodology of the Holy
Prophet (peace and greeting be upon him). Though
they were expert of Arabic and Persian but they
composed beautiful verses in Punjabi language to
spread the message of monotheism. Sufis are respected
by the followers of other religions especially by Sikhs.
The founder of Sikhism Guru Nanak revered Muslim
saints. He visited the tomb of Baba Farid in Pakpattan,
met his descendant and Sajada Nashin Ibrahim Farid
Sani, and requested him for getting the permission
from Baba Farid's spirit to include his Punjabi poetry
in granth, the book of his religion. Some researchers
like Max Arthur Macauliffe, Rajwanti Rama Krishna
and Khaliq Ahmad Nizami have alleged that the

Shalokas included in Adi-Gronth under the name of

e $oEg S Gor Wl s § fsPone e
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Shaikh Farid were actually composed by Farid Sani
but a number of Sikh and Muslim scholars repudiated
it vehemently. In this paper it has been proved that
Baba Farid's poetry included in Adi-Granth was
composed by himself. That is why, the Sikh people
had paid him tribute in prose and poetry.
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"These Shalokas are not the actual composition of

the great saint... Shaikh Ibrahim, a contemporary

of Guru Nanak, is probably the real author of these

Shalokas and he has expressed in his own words

. . 5
some of the saying of his great master." ©)
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"Khawaja Qutab-ud-Din Bakhtiyar Kaki was

contemporary of Iltutmish. His disciple Shaikh

Farid Shakarganj lived and died in Pakpattan,

. 30
midway between Multan and Lahore."( )
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"Sheikh Farid-ud-Din Masood Shakar Ganj (A.D
1175-1266) can be called the father of the
traditional sufi poetry in Punjabi. He was a man
with deep religious learnings and as a result of his
sweet persuasion innumerable aborigines and those
living in the jungles embraced Islam. He had two
chief objects in writing poetry: preaching of Islam

and self-expression. Considerable parts of his

compositions are included in Adi-Granth (edited in
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1604). Many other compositions are attributed to
him and even though they resemble markedly those
included in the Adi-Granth, yet they cannot be
called authentic. Sheikh Farid was a highly learned
man and had deep and intimate knowledge of the
religion of Islam and its traditions. It is said that he
also wrote some compositions in Persian and
Arabic.(31)
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"He lived at Pakpattan, which became the centre of

. . 32
sufism in the Provmce."( )
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Shaikh Farid-ud-din Masud Ganj-i-Shakar was
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born sometime in 1175A.D. He was the second of
the three sons of the Jamal-ud-din. After finishing
his early education in Khutwal, a small village in
Multan district, where he was born, he went to
Multan. He was eighteen years of age when he
joined the school (madarasa) in the mosque of
Maulana Minhaj-ud-din Tirmzi, near Sarai-Halwai.
His first teacher whose influence was the most
lasting on him was his mother Qarsum Bibi, who
enkindled that spark of divine love in him which
later dominated his entire being, and moulded his
thought and action......... Farid became the
disciple of Shaikh Qutb-ud-din at an early age and
practiced devotion and austerities including
chilla-i-Makus. He settled down at Hansi and later
on moved to Ajodhan. He named the ferry as Pak
Pattan. He had many wives and several children,
and always lived on the verge of starvation. He
trained many disciples and established many
Khangas. He is so popular that he was almost
always surrounded by visitors and disciples. He
became one of the most respected sufis in India.

He died in 1265 and was burned at Pakpattan. 59
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Abstract

No doubt, the tradition of genre "kafi" is very precious,

antique as well as unique in Punjabi Literature. There are
about four classical poets in this regard; namely, shah
Hussain, Baba Bullay Shah, Sachal Sarmast and Khawaja
Farid. Splendid student of Sachal Sarmast honorable, Faqir
Qadir Baksh Be-Dil was categorically poet of multi language
as well as "Kafi". His poetic era i.e (poetry in genre Kafi) has
become (appeared) before Khawaja Farid and after his
peerless teacher Sachal Sarmast. Owing to time ranking
superb, Classic Faqir Qadir Baksh Be-Dil is supposed to be
on number Fourth in classic poetry of Kafi, instead of
Khawaja Farid in Punjabi literature.

In this article the writer has not given only precious material
about classic literature and Kafi but also keenly and
meticulously discussed the life and poetry as well as literary
philosophy of classic poet Faqir Qadir Baksh Be-Dil.
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B T 4

Fed s v
Abstract:

This article dwells upon the poetic endeavor of
Punjabi classical poet Ali Hayder Multani, it further
proves that he has special inclination towards the
tradition of classical Punjabi poetry. Ali Hayder
encompasses political, social and sociatic elements
besides mystical experiment. The article highlights the

different aspects of Ali Hayders poetry.
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(4 S
Abstract

The main objective of the article is to discuss Akhtar
Kashmiri's contribution to the composition of song
(Geet). The article focuses on the fact that Akhtar
Kashmiri's songs have their roots in the real world
surrounding him. Akhtar Kashmiri is an excellent
artist not only on the basis of his skillfulness but also
because of his comprehension of all facets of real
human life. His songs cover all the issues and subjects
concerning the real life. Reality is the chief trait of his
songs. The article also focuses on the definition of
songs and traces back its origin in the land of the

Punjab.
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Sheikh Ali bin Usman Al Hujwiri’s Impact on the
History of the Punjab

* Mohammad Idris

The Punjab has been, both politically and culturally, a

very important province of India in all periods of history. The
Punjab derives its name from a Persian compound comprising the
words of Panj (five) and Ab (water) meaning land of five rivers,
which was watered by the Jhelum, the Chenab, the Ravi, the Beas
and the Satluj.' The early medieval Punjab consisted of the two
provinces of Lahore and Multan and the Sarkar of Sarhind. Lahore
is situated on the Grand Trunk Road 500 kms from the imperial
capital at Delhi, 475 kms from the Khyber Pass, and about 330
kms from Multan. According to Abul Fazl, in Lahore came the
choicest products of Turkistan, Persia and Hindustan. Multan was
another centre of international trade. Multan commanded an
equally important position in the southern part of the Punjab. Its
geographical position made it the most important centre of trade in
the south where goods were brought through rivers and where they
were exchanged by the caravans for the commodities of
Afghanistan, Baluchistan and Iran. The Multan was extended from
Firozpur to Sewistan. Similarly is the case with regards to Sarhind.
It commanded a strategic position of great magnitude. It was the
water-parting upland between the Indus and the Ganga Valleys.2 It
occupied a safe position on the bank of the river and commanded a
rich and fertile territory. On account of its strategic importance, it
became the chief military base with a stronghold and a great
market. The term Punjab came into currency during the reign of
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Mughal emperor Jalaluddin Muhammad Akbar (1556-1605A.D).
In the documents of Mughal period we find the use of the terms
Sarkar-e-Punjab and Suba-e-Punjab.> Of all the Indian provinces
the Punjab alone had the longest period of Muslim rule.

Muhammad bin Qasim’s invasion of Sind in the early
eighth century was initially a punitive expedition. In fact, it was
part of the forward policy of the Umayyad Governor of Iraq.*
Muhammad bin Qasim’s victory over Sind was decisive. When the
Umayyad Caliph Umar bin Abdul Aziz (717-20 A.D) came to
power, Raja Dahir’s son Jaisinha, embraced Islam for some time
and some Hindu chieftains also became Muslims. In 731 the Arabs
founded a town on the river Indus named Mahfuza to garrison their
troops. In 977 the Ismailis seized Multan and eight years later took
Sind from the Hibbari family.” Mahmud ascended the throne in
998 when he was just 27 years. He had learnt the whole of the
Quran by heart. He was fully conversant with Islamic laws and the
Shariat, and he had also been given sound training in diplomacy.
Under the leadership of his father, he had given a good account of
his bravery and capabilities in the battles. Mahmud ruled over
Punjab for ten years, from1021-30. During that period, he defeated
the Indian rulers of Gwalior, Kalinjar, Somnath, Kathiawar,
Anhilwara etc. Mahmud was undoubtedly an impressive warrior
and an outstanding military general of his time. From Isthan to
Bundelkhand from Samarkand to Gujarat he humbled and
conquered many powerful and famous warriors.” The Muslim
rulers came to India were not mere soldiers or administrators. They
were the harbingers of a new civilization which, from many points
of view, was different from that of India. Islam believed in the
oneness of God without an equal or rival. On the contrary, the
Hindus had numerous gods and goddesses who were worshipped
in the form of idols.°

Historians do not attach much importance to Arab rule in
Sind, but it was remarkable in many ways. It strengthened Arab
trade on the west coast of India and encouraged more Arabs to
make new settlements on the east coast and even in the South-East
Asia.” The Arab conquest sowed the seed of Islam on Indian soil.



The Muslim population began to grow until Sind became one of
the Muslim majority provinces.® A conflict between two different
cultures and ideologies was natural and inevitable. In an
atmosphere full of rancor, the whole of the Punjab was converted
into an armed military camp and dark clouds of fear overwhelmed
the Hindu mind. When Muslims were considered barbarians by
Hindus and the Hindus were considered infidels by the Muslims, it
was not only difficult but impossible for Islam and Hinduism to be
reconciled to each other. At the same time this unique co-existence
gave birth to new important developments which played a vital
role in shaping the future course of historical events. When the
invaders became the rulers of the Punjab, many eminent Sufis,
Sheikhs, Pirs and Ulemas followed them in their wake. In many
towns of the Punjab, they opened Khankahs and Jamait Khanas,
amongst which those at Multan, Uch, Ajodhan and Lahore were of
great sanctity. They were centers of religious discourses and
propaganda. People came there to pay their obeisance and also to
profit by the teachings of Sufis.’

The political, social, economic and religious condition of
the Punjab was substantially different on the eve of Mahmud
Ghazanavi’s invasion in 1000 A.D as compared to the time of the
Arab invasion two centuries earlier. In the 10" century when
Mahmud invaded India there were two kingdoms viz. Multan and
Sind in the north in addition to the Arab colonies on the southern
coast of India particularly in Malabar. Multan was ruled by Fateh
Daud, a Karmathian while Sind was ruled by the Arabs.'’ Muslim
Saints had come to India even before the establishment of Muslim
rule in Punjab and India. The tomb of Imam Nasiruddin at
Jullundhar bears the year of his death as 945 A.D. But they were
very few in numbers.

In 975 Abu Ishaq Kaziruni appointed his nephew
Saifuddin Kaziruni a young boy of seventeen years, as his
Khalifa."' Saifuddin Kaziruni was first Sufi to settle at Uch during
the Ismaili kingdom of Multan. The Sheikh was a native of
Kazirun near Shiraz. In reality, it was the news of Sultan
Mahmud’s conquest of Multan which prompted Sufis to advise



their talented and adventurerous disciples to settle in that region. A
new, reasonably unpopulated area offered tranquility to a
contemplative. After the defeat of Lalliya Shahis and it was
apparently Mahmud of Ghazanavi’s conquest of the Punjab that
prompted many notable Sufis to settle there, of these mention may
be made of Sheikh Ismail Bukhari Lahori (1056-57d.), Sheikh
Hussain Zinjani, Abul Uthman Ali-Hujwiri (1072 d.), Ahmad
Tokhta Lahori (1205 d.), Yaqub Sadar Diwan Lahori (1215 d.)"*
The Sufis who came with Ghazanavi’s conquest confined
themselves mainly to Lahore. They fulfilled the spiritual
requirement of the Muslim community which had settled at Lahore
along with the Ghazanavi rulers and armies."” One of the Sufis
who left an indelible mark both on India and on the history of
Sufism was Abul Hasan Ali bin Uthman al Hujwiri popularly
known as Data Ganj Bakhsh.

Abul Hasan Ali bin Uthman al Jullabi al Ghaznavi al
Hujwiri was a Sufi scholar of eleventh century who was born in
Ghazna and settled in Lahore."* He was born about 1009 during the
reign of Mahmud of Ghaznavi. The name of Jullabi and Hujwiri
are added to his name because his father belonged to the Muhalla
named Jullabi and his mother belonged to the Muhalla of Hujwiri
both in the town of Ghazni in Afghanistan.”” He studied under
several Sufi masters, some of whom he names in his Kashf al-
Mahjub. Ali Hujwiri’s teacher in Sufism was probably the
relatively little known Abul Fadl Muhammad bin Hasan al
Khattali of Syria, whom he describes as his role model on the Sufi
path was his main teacher.'® He widely travelled to Islamic
countries like Turkistan, Persia, Syria, Iraq, and Azarbaijan beyond
the Caspian Sea visited such places as Samarqand, Uzkand,
Maihana, Merv, Tus, Nishapur, Kish, Ramla, Bistam, Damascus
and Baghdad with the object of studying the Quran, Hadis, Fiqah,
Theology, Mystism and allied subjects. In Figah he followed the
Hanafi school of thought, while in the Mystical system of thought
and practice he adopted the doctrine as preached by Hazrat Junaid
Baghdadi. During the course of his travels, he met and derived
knowledge of Sufism from innumerable Sufi Sheikhs of his time



whom he has mentioned in his account of the Sheikhs of his own
age, like Abul Qasim Jurgani, Saced Abul Khair, Qasim Qusheri,
Khawaja Muzaffar and Abul Abbas Ahmad bin Muhammad
Ashqani."”

Sheikh Ali Hujwiri was a great mystic, writer and a poet. He was
a prolific writer. He wrote nine books, pertaining to such themes as,
divine unity, union of God, method of mysticism, life and sayings of
Hussain bin Mansur al Hallaj."® Out of the nine books Kashf al-Mahjub,
Kashf al-Asrar and his Diwan are the most famous. Kashf al-Mahjub is
the first comprehensive book in Persian language on Sufism. It was
written at a time when Arabic was still a dominant language for
expressing Islamic religious thought."” Prior to Ali Hujwiri, Sufi Saints
such as Abu Naser-al-Sarraj and Abu Talib-al-Makki had written famous
Arabic treatises discussing Sufi thought and practice in terms of standard
religious sciences.”’ Ali Hujwiri wrote Kashf al-Mahjub at the request of
Abu Saeed al Hujwiri a student of Sufism, who had asked a set of
questions on the meaning of the path of Sufism, mystical doctrines and
allegories, manifestations of divine love in human hearts and inability of
intellect to comprehend its essence, besides the practical aspects of
Sufism which were connected with these theories.”’ Its object is to set
forth a complete system of Sufism, not to put together a great number of
sayings by different Sheikhs but to discuss and expound the doctrines
and practices of the Sufis.”” The arrangement of the book is both
beautiful and meaningful. From the structural point of view the Kashf al-
Mahjub can be divided into three main sections—first and third are made
up of thematic chapters while section two consists mostly of
biographies.”

The first section forms the background, seeks to define the
phenomenon of Sufism and examines the significance of poverty,
blame, explanation of blame, knowledge, Sufism and distinctive
Sufi apparel. With the exception of the fifth chapter, which is an
appendix relating to the second and third chapters, in all the
chapters of first section, Ali Hujwiri introduces briefly the subject
of discussion before presenting citations from Quran and Hadith
and then proceeds to his own analysis.** Section two of the Kashf
al-Mahjub contains the biographical sketches of a large number of
historical figures; from pious Caliphs to Ali-Hujwiri’s



contemporaries; who practiced Sufism in a variety of ways. The
first four chapters consist of the biographies of the leaders of the
Sufis with an overall chronological arrangement. The fifth chapter
of the section two accounts for more than three times as many
pages as the first four chapters combined. The selection of
biographies for this chapter and their arrangement indicate the
direct influence of Sulami’s Tabaqat al-Sufiyya.’> Abdur Rahman
Muhammad al Sulami of Nishapur (d. 1021) wrote Tabagat al-
Sufiyya, the earliest known source of biographical details of Sufis.
Sulami’s Tabagat laid the foundations of a genre of biographical
literature which classified the Sufis of one generation, under
separate chapters, calling them the fabagat (classes). Sulami’s
models were the biographical dictionaries of narrators or
transmitters of the traditions of the Prophet.2s The section three of
Kashf al-Mahjub consists largely of a systematic analysis of Sufi
practice. It also elaborates the mystical principles of several Sufi
orders viz. Muhasibis, Qassaris, Taifurris, Junaidis, Nuris, Sahlis,
Hakimis, Kharrazis, Khalifis, Sayyaris, and Hululis >

Ali Huyywirt’s Kashf al-Mahjub is a dual generic Sufi
manual that has been skillfully composed on the foundation of the
major Sufi works that had already been written. Kashf al-Mahjub
is an innovative work, in it includes discussions of topics that had
not yet been included in the same level of detail in any major work
of Sufism (the legitimacy of Hallaj, the diversity of opinions
amongst Sufi groups).”’ Of the books on Sufism in Persian
language there is none so well composed as the Kashf al-Mahjub.*®
This treatise was a model for great Sufi biographer Fariduddin
Attar when he wrote his Tadhkirat-al-Auliva® Ali Hujwiri’s
method in creativity is most striking in his innovative inclusion of
topics that had been previously not been brought to prominence,
such as the chapter on Malama and the sub-sections on dancing,
tearing one’s garments and gazing at youths during sama.’® Kashf
al-Mahjub is not simply a literary production, however, for it is an
exposition of practical Sufism summarizing a wide tradition of
centuries of reflections.’ It was completed in Lahore and probably
towards the end of the author’s life.*> Kashf al-Mahjub is still one



of the best descriptions of the Sufi path, the work draws upon the
vast source material available in Arabic and is a most authoritative
exposition of Sufism according to Junaid School. Ali Hujwiri
however is not merely a compiler. Firstly, he explains the doctrines
of wvarious schools, and then he relates and assesses them.33
According to the Durar-i-Nizami, Sheikh Nizamuddin Auliya used
to say for one had no Pir to guide, the Kashf al-Mahjub was
sufficient. In Punjab it has been said that those who seek a guide in
Sufism should do three things; pray for guidance, visit the tombs of
great Sufis and read Kashf al-Mahjub. Ali Hujwiri appears to be a
master of dogmatic theology (ilum-kalam), and frequently quotes
its judgments and argumentation throughout the book. He wrote
Kashf al-Mahjub in Persian so that it could be understood by the
general reader in the context of eleventh century.

In Punjab during the long period of ten centuries the Sufi
thought underwent a considerable change. The political upheavals
from tenth to the thirteenth centuries reinforced Sufi beliefs in the
transitory nature of the Punjab and the necessity to remain both
apart and independent from it. By contrast, the Ulema, became
embroiled in political activities. Sufis were now in a position to
remain independent from the government for merchants and craft
guilds assumed positions as their patrons.34 Merchants were the
leading financial supporters of the Sufi movement in Punjab and in
return the Khanqahs offered them hospitality and protection. The
twelfth century saw the crystallization of new orders as chains of
lineages through which different Sufis could be traced. The
establishment of the orders placed Sufism on a firm and organized
basis, and at the same time, was an attempt to make the movement
more meaningful to individual Sufis. It connected them with a
spiritual hierarchy, thus giving Sufis greater respectability and
stronger base. The thirteenth century saw the appearance of the
two regular orders of the Sufis in Punjab; these were the Chishti
and Suhrawardi orders. By the fourteenth century the division of
Sufis into fourteen orders had crystallized. The Sufis of each order
guarded their traditions strictly and urged their disciples to refrain
from entering more than one order.”> The importance of the Sufis



in India, reflected, first in the recognition given to them by the
chroniclers of the Mughal times.*®

The Sufi influence in the Punjab during the late fifteenth
and the early sixteenth century was as real and pervasive as in any
other part of India. Before the Lodi times, besides Ali Hujwiri,
Shah Hussain, Sheikh Yaqub Zanjani, Sayyid Ishaq kaziruni,
Sayyid Sarbuland and Shah Sarwani had settled, lived and died in
Lahore.”” But the most prominent centre was to be found at
Ajodhan (Pakpatan) the seat of Sheikh Fariduddin Ganj-e-Shakar,
who was by far the most popular Sheikh of the Punjab. Sheikhs of
the major or minor importance could be found in nearly all the
important towns and in many a rural pocket of the Punjab before
and after 1500 A.D.*® The influence of these Sufi saints was not
confined to Muslims alone. Many Hindus used to visit them for
amulets and charms and it is probable that on such occasions they
must have had enough opportunities to listen to their religious
discourses. It is also possible that many of them might have been
converted to Islam. Guru Nanak during his travels went to Muslim
villages; he stayed near the graveyard in a Takya where Muslim
faqirs generally resided.

The finest example of the impact of Islam and Sufism on
the Hindu society was that it played a significant role in giving
birth to the Sikh movement whose founder was Guru Nanak (1469-
1539). Like the Sufis, the Guru strongly criticized the conduct and
attitude of the Brahmans, Jogis and Sidhs, because, according to
Guru the rigid observance of rituals only made a society sick and
regressive. In a similar vein and for the same reasons he equally
censured the growing evils that were creeping over the Muslim
society. For the reconstruction of a new society Guru Nanak
critically examined the basic principles of both the religions, and
then evolved such an easy and practical way of life which,
although it had its roots in both the religions, had its own
distinctive features and outlook and went far beyond the
ideological frame-work of both Islam and Hinduism.** Punjabi
Sufism of Guru Nanak’s period had evidently departed radically
from the classical pattern of Arab and Persian Sufism.



The Sufis in the Punjab were the bearers of a rich long
tradition of mysticism in Islam. In the Punjab a wide range of ideas
in Sufism, came from several sources. In the first place there were
quotations from the Quran which had served as the basis of
mysticism and became a common heritage of the Sufis.* The
Quran was the ultimate inspiration and guide in religious matters.
Subsequently, it was declared that the Quranic injunctions were
supplemented by the traditions. (Hadis) In theory, Hadis is the
collection of sayings of the Prophet Muhammad (s) and the
memory of the way in which the prophet had acted in certain
circumstances

As it has already been mentioned earlier that Kashf al-
Mahjub 1is first detailed and authentic work on Sufism. Essential
principles of Ali Hujwiri’s teachings developed the distinctive
Persian Theosophy along with his older and younger
contemporaries. He laid the foundation of the Sufi mysticism
particularly in Punjab and rest of north-west India. During the next
two centuries the Sufi tabaqat’s flourished into well defined Sufi
Silsilas. Hindus converted into Islam due to the charismatic
personality and spiritual teachings of Ali Hujwiri. His popularity
increased manifold. His teachings had profound effect on the way
of life of the Punjabis. During his lifetime a large number of
disciples had gathered around Ali Hujwiri. His works, however,
were regarded as the epitome of Sufi truth. He is still commonly
referred to Data Ganj Bakhsh (The Bestower of Treasures). His
place became the common ground for the socio-religious
understanding among the Hindus and the Muslims. People of the
both communities explored each other’s cultural and religious
traditions, later on which evolved into a common cultural heritage
of the Punjabis. Ali Hujwiri is not only famous for his book, Kashf
al- Mahjub, his grave in Lahore, which is surrounded by a large
marble courtyard, a Masjid and other buildings, is the most
frequented of all the saintly shrines in the Punjab and one of the
most famous in Pakistan.”'

Ali Hujwiri was great upholder of the Shariat, and insisted
that Sufis must learn and adhere well to the outward observances
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of Islam. At the same time he was swift to defend Sufism from
ignorant attacks by mere formalists.** He said that with the help of
knowledge of the holy Quran and the traditions (The Hadis), the
seeker succeeds in attaining the highest stages. His name is a
household word and his mausoleum is the object of pilgrimage
from distant places. Very few of those pilgrims have read or will
ever read his book Kashf al-Mahjub. So his spiritual authority is
prevalent over his literary genius and his persona transcends the
boundaries of religion, culture and traditions and stands in its own
right. Ali Hujwiri apparently entered on to the Sufi path at a very
early age. He had received good education in learned sciences
which is reflected in his learned references in his works. He was
the contemporary of such well known and leading Sufi Sheikhs of
their times as Abul-Qasim al-Qushairi, Pir Abdullah Ansari and
Abul-Qasim Gurgani . In course of his spiritual journey to God, he
travelled to many countries often alone and with hardships and met
innumerable Sufi Sheikhs in the passing and had discourses with
them which catered to his hunger for knowledge. All these above
mentioned factors along with numerous others helped shape the
personality which was so substantial and brilliant that its luster has
not faded with the passage of centuries but has been getting more
and more effervescent with time. His mausoleum stands obvious to
this fact and has been centre of attraction in all ages. He started the
tradition of the common kitchen and no one ever left the periphery
of his Khankah hungry during his lifetime and tradition continues
till present times in Punjab. This mark was followed by many
eminent Sufi Sheikhs of his times as well as his followers namely,
Faridudin Masoud Ganj-e-Shakar and Khawaza Nizamuddin
Auliya, who had well established common kitchens (langar) in
their own Khankahs. We also know of the influence of this
tradition on the philosophy of Sikh Gurus who inculcated this
tradition into the pillars of their religion and gave the concept of
Langar (common kitchen) and Pangat(queue). This tradition is still
followed in Gurudawaras which have a common kitchen as an
indispensable element. The immediate effect of this system was
that it united the masses irrespective of their caste, creed or colour.
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Everybody was welcome in the kitchen without any prejudices. It
has developed spirit of harmony, discipline and service and the
will to give away something in the cause of humanity. It created
and maintained feelings of brotherhood and equality between the
different sections of society. In a Langar all the people sat in a line
without any distinction to eat food cooked and served by persons
of any caste. Langar became a symbol of equality and brotherhood.
The pious, the rich, the needy came there to the Sheikh to request
him to supplicate (to God) in their favour so that their wishes were
fulfilled and in turn offered Hadia in the form of goods, money,
eatables, clothes etc. these offerings although were for the Sheikh
but he seldom has desires for them and handed them over to the
needy. The money and eatables were deposited in the Common
kitchen where the food was prepared by the masses for the masses.
Everyone contributed in the common kitchen by the way of money
as well as helping in the preparation of food and maintenance of
the Khanqgah. The differences of the rank, caste, colour were set
aside and everybody ate the same food and sat on the same floor.
Everybody left the Kahngah with the blessings and invocations of
the Sheikh. So the institution of common Kitchen in Punjab proved
of great help in establishing social equality, in breaking bonds of
caste system, in establishing dignity of labour and in developing
spirit of service and unity.

In Punjab, the deep impact of Ali Hujwiri’s personality
and his popularity among the masses took roots in both the rural
and the urban areas. His Khanqah exercised a deep spiritual, moral,
social, political, economic and cultural influence all across the
Punjab. He removed false beliefs and fears from the minds of the
people and held out before them the prospects of hope, confidence,
peace and salvation. During the period of Ali Hujwiri, the Hindus
and the Muslims were completely separated from each other-
socially, economically, culturally, politically and religiously,43 his
teachings were instrumental in bridging this gap that existed
between the two communities. As Ali Hujwiri was one of the most
distinguished Sufi saints of the Punjab, his traditions of poverty
and selfless devotion to the cause of humanity are still sources of
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inspiration to the Punjabis. His message was essentially a message
of love. He believed that the highest form of religious devotion
was to bring happiness to the hearts of men. To him all human
beings, whatever their caste, colours or creed, were the same. He
did not simply spin these ideas but expressed in his life the
accumulated wisdom of the mystic creed. Sufi disciples gathered
round their Murshids, Sheikhs or Pirs to learn the emotional and
intellectual faculties of Ali Hujwiri. The urs ceremonies celebrated
in the Khanqgah of Ali Hujwiri at Lahore developed into significant
cultural celebrations and are eagerly awaited by the Hindus and the
Muslims. From the eleventh century onwards, the contacts and
conflicts between Sufis and Yogis became more frequent and
meaningful in Punjab. The various branches of Sufis and Yogis
were significantly influenced by Ali Hujwiri.
Ali Hujwiri was followed by saints like Sultan Sakhi
Sarwar, Sheikh Azizuddin Makki and Syed Ahmad Tirmizi who
further popularized the traditions of mystic love and goodwill in
the State.** Ali Hujwiri built the ideological structure of Indo-
Muslim mysticism during the early medieval period. An analysis
of the development of Muslim mystical thought in India shows that
the Punjab acted not merely as a repository of the Muslim mystical
traditions but a focal point in the process of its diffusion. All the
classical mystic writings like Kashf al-Mahjub, Awariful Maarif,
Futuhat-e-Makkiya and Masnavi of Jalaluddin Rumi were first
received, analyzed and accepted in Punjab and then transmitted to
the rest of the India. A part from Sufi mystical thought, in the 15™-
16" centuries, Punjab experienced a new spurt of religious
activities initiated by the Bhakti saints, Sadhus and Sikh Gurus.
Like Ali Hujwiri, Guru Nanak also had a very catholic, dynamic
and comprehensive concept of religion. Guru Nanak’s use of
Punjabi as a vehicle for the communication of ideas as was done
by Sheikh Farid, encouraged the subsequent production of
literature in the Punjabi language. 45
As Ali Hujwiri’s original version of Kashf al-Mahjub is
available only in Persian, Punjabi readers are not able to have
benefits from it. That is why it was decided by Department of



13

Literary Studies, Punjabi University, Patiala to translate Kashf al-
Mahjub into Punjabi language. It was translated to Punjabi by the
renowned scholar of Punjabi and Persian Dr. Kala Singh Bedi.
This Punjabi translation is considered to be most authentic
translation of Kashf al-Mahjub. It was published by Publication
Bureau, Punjabi University, Patiala, (India) in 1989. Due to the
non availability of sources of Sufism in Punjabi language, Punjabi
University, Patiala, created a Baba Farid Centre for Sufi Studies.
The establishment of this centre would surely bridge the gap
between the original sources of Sufism and help to understand the
contemporary social issues of the Punjabi society in a wider
perspective. If a volume on Sheikh Ali Hujwiri; His life and
Contributions is compiled, it will not only be a fitting tribute to the
memory of Sheikh Ali Hujwiri, but will also be a contribution of
abiding value to the understanding of the history of the growth and
development of mysticism in Punjab and the social and religious
life of the people of the State.
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