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Mian Iftikhar-ud-Din, a well-known leftist and progressive 

politician from Lahore is a controversial figure in the political 

history of Pakistan. He  launched his career from the platform of 

the Indian National Congress in mid 1930s. He contested the 

election of 1937 on the Congress ticket and defeated his rival from 

the Unionist Party in Qasur provincial constituency. He was given 

utmost respect by the Congress leaders like Nehru and Gandhi. In 

fact, he remained Congress’ Parliamentary leader in the Punjab 

Provincial Legislative Assembly. Due to his leftist and socialist 

ideas he was in the forefront in establishing Congress Socialist 

Party. After the start of the Second World War the pattern of 

politics in the Indian subcontinent has been drastically changed. It 

was before the 1945-46 election that Mian Iftikhar joined All India 

Muslim League. He mobilized the Punjabi Muslims against the 

Unionist Party ministry of Khizar Hayat Khan. After 1947 Mian 

Iftikhar was made minister for Refugees Rehabilitation in the 

Punjab Cabinet but due to differences with Prime Minister Liaqat 

Ali Khan, he was sidelined and then his League primary 

membership has been slashed. Consequently, he established his 

own leftist Azad Pakistan Party in 1951. In this article an attempt 

has been made to explore his role in the politics of the Punjab in 

the pre- and post-1947 periods. The focus of the study is to explore 

the purpose behind the establishment of the Azad Pakistan Party 

,which was one of the first progressive and leftist parties in 

Pakistan. It would be investigated that under what circumstances 

he was compelled to leave Muslim League and form his own party. 

Moreover, the role of APP and Mian Iftikhar would be discussed 

for proper understanding of the trends and direction of the left 

politics in Pakistan. 
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Introduction: 

 

Family Background of Mian Iftikhar  
 

Mian Iftikhar-ud-Din was born on April 4, 1908 in an old town of Baghbanpura in 

Lahore. His birth was largely celebrated by his family, because he was the first 

male child of his parents. He belonged to Arain family of Baghbanpura where he 

attainedearly modern western education in district Lahore. Most of the members of 

this family were famous for their wealth and land. On their agricultural land, they 

grew fruits and vegetables and gradually their business flourished in agriculture 

sector. 

When Mian Iftikhar-ud-Din was born, his father Jamal Din was sixty years 

old and his mother (fourth wife of Jamal Din) was twenty years of age. Moreover, 

his father did not give attention and proper care to his mother because she was the 

least influential in family affairs. First, he married Raheem Bibi, who died after 

one year of marriage. After that Jamal Din married another girl from a spiritual 

family of Lahore. Then he fell in love with a beautiful Jatti girl and titled her as 

Barhi Begam (big wife), but the family did not accept her and even his third wife 

could not give him a child. After few years he met a Pakhtun saint in Baghbanpura 

local mosque who advised him to marry Amin-ud-Din’s daughter Aziz Begam. 

She was 30 years younger than Jamal Din, but the desire for children made him 

concede. He had wealth anda respectful status in society, so Amin-ud-Din accepted 

the proposal. After the marriage, Aziz Begam gave birth to a baby girl. Sadness 

prevailed among the family due to the birth of a baby girl. All the family members 

were eagerly waiting for a baby boy instead. Now there was one more problem and 

that was that Barhi Begam was not happy about that. She demanded that the baby 

girl should be given to her so that she would raise her as her daughter. Barhi 

Begam named the child Khursheed Begam which made Aziz Begam sad. It was 

after four years that she was blessed by Allah with a baby boy.
1
 

 

Jamal Din was excited at the birth of  his first male child. His wish to have 

an heir was fulfilled by the grace of Allah. So, he wanted to invite relatives, friends 

and arranged celebrations for weeks. Sweet meals were distributed to the needy 

and poor people. Baghbanpura celebrated this birth for many days. Jamal Din had 

friendship with a saint whose name was Iftikhar-ud-Din, so he named his son after 

him.
2
 In his childhood Mian Iftikhar-ud-Din was raised with much love and care. 

When he turned four in 1912, his early education was started with a lavish 

celebration again. On that occasion sweets and gifts were distributed among 

scholars, madrassa’s students and saints. Mian Iftikhar-ud-Din’s childhood was 

carefree and full of joys but along with joys there was his mother’s misery and 

suffocation. His mother always remembered the daughter which was taken away 

by Barhi Begum. This separation from his sister disappointed the family, Mian 
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Iftikhar and his mother. Moreover, his father did not show care and affection for 

his mother, which pinched him. His grief multiplied when he was only eight years 

old since his father died and left him alone among suspicious and greedy relatives. 

Despite all luxuries, in child hood he was sad and alone with many problems. 

These things affected him psychologically. There was another issue which 

emerged in the family. A dispute started because of the greed of some family 

members. He was the only heir to the property, and his family members and 

relatives were envious of  him. They all wanted to grab his property, and even his 

maternal grandfather tried to eliminate him for the property, but his mother and 

sister protected him and unveiled all the conspiracies.
3
 

 

Education 

As a privileged child Mian Iftikhar-ud-Din got his early education at home with 

capable teachers and tutors. Afterwards, he spent some time in Missionary School 

Lahore. His formal education started when he got admission in the famous 

Aitchison College on May 4, 1916.
4
Aitchison College was one of the best colleges 

in the British Punjab. It was established by the British government for big 

landlords, social elites i.e.nawabs and rajas to educate their children. This college 

founded by Governor of the Punjab Charles Atchison in 1886. It was mostly 

funded by  landlords and wealthy nobles.
5
 According to Abdullah Malik, these 

kinds of educational institutes were not good for the training of young Indian 

generation. It produced subordinate collaborators not leaders.The students were 

left with many psychological problems and issues. For example, these rich students 

were being served by many workers and lower staff. This created a sense of 

superiority among the students.
6
Mian Iftikhar-ud-Din started to think about the 

British designed zamindarisystem and these educational institutes for the children 

of landlords. He was confused by the whole scenario and later on, his confusion 

somehow got cleared during his time studying at Oxford in Great Britain.
7
 

 While he was studying at Atchison College, he had to face a serious drawback 

which  was the death of his elder sister Khursheed Begum.
8
 At the age of 18 years, 

this shock changed his life, and he became inclined towards religion. Broken 

Iftikhar-ud-Din found shelter in worship, religion and prayers. He became regular 

in his prayers and other religious practices. But religion could not give him 

permanent salvation and the political scenario of Punjab urged him to make his 

way towards politics.
9
 It was that time when he started learning basic socio-

political ideas and philosophy. 

 For higher education he went to England and got admission in Balliol College at 

Oxford. He studied there till 1930.
10

 When he reached Oxford, it was a time when 

Europe was going through a political and ideological transformation. Marxism was 

at its peak and Mian Iftikhar-ud-Din was also impressed by Marxist ideas and 

political leaders. He did not hesitate to choose Marxism. It was the time when there 

was an environment of the general strike in England in 1926.The working class 

started a massive protest for low salaries and tough working hours. This strike  

spread throughout Europe and many South Asian countries.
11

Mian Iftikhar-ud-
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Din’s political ideas were crystalized in that atmosphere of political and 

ideological fluctuating period. After studying law in Oxford, he came back to India 

with a changed and visionary mind. Soon after coming back he joined the Indian 

National Congress--the leading political party of that time and utilized his 

intelligence and experiences. His leaning towards communists was much clear 

after that he started creating contacts with communist groups. Although he did not 

officially join CPI, but he extended his wholehearted support to communists 

through his speeches and actions.
12

 

 

Political Ideas: Leftist in the Making  

During his stay in Great Britain, Mian Iftikhar-ud-Din got an opportunity to 

observe British democratic institutions, politicians, environment, education and 

liberalism. The connections with leftist, progressive and enlightened political 

elements, thought-provoking environment of Oxford University and the company 

of students from different countries hada positive impact on his thoughts and 

ideas.
13

 They made him realize the deprivations of the depressed and helpless 

masses of his country and this feeling motivated him to take part in politics. The 

purpose was to liberate India from the British yoke and to serve the downtrodden 

sections of the society. As a boy grownup  in a rich family, he quit all the luxuries 

and colorful gatherings and was  determined to walk on the tough roads of national 

liberty and economic revolution.  

It was the time when the British government was much concerned about 

the popularity and growing influence of communism. British Government tried to 

stop the growing influence of Marxismamong  students. British officials wrote 

letters to the heads of many educational institutes to control these activities and to 

target those students who organized such gatherings. The growing unrest in the 

working class and general strike in the labors and traders influenced Mian Iftikhar-

ud-Din too. Tempestuous political environment welcomed him in England. The 

general strike lasted for days but workers' strike was continued for seven months. 

The first two decades of the twentieth century were full of wars, revolutions, and 

crisis and it influenced almost everyone directly or indirectly. Hence, this entire 

scenario affecteda considerable number of students and they leaned towards 

Marxism. This was one of the great headaches for the British government at that 

time.  

The anti-imperialist movement was spread all over the world and it 

became an organization of Anti-Imperialist League and League of Colonial 

Oppression. During those days Europe was victimized by its economic crisis and it 

made working class’ lives miserable. In those countries, the communist parties 

were exploiting the unrest through giving an alternate solution of the people 

economic worries. It organized workers to fight against exploitation by 

imperialistic forces. With this agenda, on February 10, 1927, in Brussels, there was 

an organization founded by the name of ‘The World Congress against Colonial 

Oppression and Imperialism.’14
 Almost 150 leaders joined it from 37 different 

countries. They were representing 137 progressive organizations. Even Pundit 
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Jawaharlal Nehru attended it as representative of INC. This was the political 

scenario of that time when movements against imperialism and capitalism were at 

their peak. Mian Iftikhar was not only an eyewitness, but an active participant and 

an enthusiastic worker of this age and stage. 

When Mian Iftikhar-ud-Din came back to India in 1931 he was inspired by 

the progressive and Marxists leaders and was clear about his next political move.
15

 

He started establishing contact with his likeminded people. One thing which 

initially perturbed him was the excessive use of religion in politics. He was clear 

about his religious ideology and opposed religious extremism and urged other 

political leaders to stay away from it. He condemned the use of religion for the 

sake of political advantage. In fact, he tried to stay away from such religious 

people who wanted to impose their version on society. 

In his pre-partition politics, Iftikhar-ud-Din was associated with the Indian 

National Congress and remained its provincial president in the Punjab till 1944 

when he resigned as member of the Punjab Legislative Assembly and quit primary 

membership of the party. He joined Muslim League and re-elected in 1946 

elections as member of the Punjab Provincial Assembly. He remained quite vocal 

in provincial politics and played a crucial role in initiating the Civil Disobedience 

Movement against Khizar Hayat Ministry in the Punjab. Iftikhar-ud-Din was the 

largest share-holder in the Progressive Papers Limited which published popular 

newspapers like Pakistan Times and Imroz. He was influenced by progressive 

ideas from the very start of his political career. After independence, he was 

entrusted with the portfolio of Refugees Rehabilitation in the first Punjab ministry. 

He was suspected as close aide of communists due to his revolutionary ideas. He 

developed serious differences with the League leadership on the issue of refugees’ 
rehabilitation. He was of the view that government should appropriate the land 

from the big landlords and distribute it among the refugees. To achieve this 

political objective, he started a mobilization campaign among the masses for 

radical economic reforms. When Prime Minister Liaqat Ali Khan promulgated the 

Pakistan Public Safety Ordinance, Iftikhar-ud-Din along with eight members of the 

Constituent Assembly passed a resolution against the ordinance in a press 

conference.
16

 As a result of opposing party policy, he was expelled from the party 

for five years.
17

 Consequently, he decided to organize leftist political forces in 

Pakistan. Faiz Ahmad Faiz, a close friend of Iftikhar-ud-Din and a renowned Urdu 

poet imbedded with socialist ideas, was given the chief editorship of Pakistan 

Times.Mazhar Ali Khan, another socialist, was made its editor. Imroz was given in 

the editorship of another progressive poet Ahmad NadeemQasmi.
18

 

Establishment of Azad Pakistan Party 
When the core leadership of the Pakistan People’s Party and Communist Party of 

Pakistan was detained, the leftist elements in the Punjab had little choice about 

their future political action. In an era of political persecution, the remaining leftists, 

most of them being former Leaguers in the province, thought of organizing their 

political workers under a single platform. These efforts culminated in the 

establishment of the APP by Mian Iftikhar-ud-Din.  
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In this way, Iftikhar-ud-Din gathered around progressive forces in the 

Punjab to form a well-organized political party. The announcement regarding the 

formation of the APP was made on 10 November 1950.
19

 On its formation, Cesar 

P. Pobre has quoted the following editorial of the Pakistan Times: 

 

The formation is no surprise because it was but the natural result 

of the Muslim League’s failure to liquidate gradually the social, 

economic and political ills of the country. The Muslim League 

betrayed the people and its leaders’ desire to feather their own 

nests, expressed itself in factional struggle within the party, fought 

out with the weapons of intrigue, jobbery, and bogus enrolment of 

members.
20

 

 

The main objective of forming the APP was to provide a platform to all the 

leftist and socialist forces to devise an agreed political programme against the 

reactionary politics of the League. An organizing committee was set up with 

Iftikhar-ud-Din as president. Other members included C. R. Aslam, Shaukat Hayat, 

Mahmud Ali Qasuri and Mirza Ibrahim. In theory, the supreme and the more 

authoritative organ of the APP was the Annual Conference of the delegates elected 

on the basis of one per one thousand members. A working committee of 31 

members was set up with the task of devising the policy of the party and its 

implementation.
21

 

The APP contested the Punjab Provincial elections in 1950-51 and got one 

seat of AmeerHussain Shah from Gujarat. A communist trade union leader Mirza 

Ibrahim also contested the elections on the APP ticket from Lahore. It was 

expected that Mirza Ibrahim would win the election. Surprisingly the Punjab 

government arrested him before the election. The civil servant who was appointed 

to count the votes disqualified a large number of votes that were casted for Mirza 

Ibrahim on the plea that the votes were dirty.
22

 It was the first elections in which 

the peasants and labourers were mobilized. Few of them fielded their candidates on 

the ticket of APP. Before the elections, Iftikhar-ud-Din made efforts to form a 

united front of all the opposition parties but that was not materialized. The 

peasants’ mobilization greatly influenced the political scene of the Punjab. Fearful 

of the large-scale peasants’ mobilization, Chief Minister Daultana then announced 

a proposed plan for land reforms.
23

 

Iftikhar-ud-Din was a member of the first Constituent Assembly of 

Pakistan. Many a time he forcefully argued about political and electoral reforms. 

Outside the Assembly he continued efforts to strengthen the party organization. 

After some time, APP was joined by two other members of the Constituent 

Assembly Saadullah Khan from N-WFP and SardarShaukat Hayat Khan which 

raised its members in the Assembly to three.
24

The parliamentary party of APP was 

organized under the leadership of Iftikhar-ud-Din. It was regarded as the first 

genuine opposition party in the Constituent Assembly which challenged the ruling 

Pakistan Muslim League on military pacts with the western bloc and on the 
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introduction of land reforms. It made strenuous efforts to win the support of other 

parties in establishing a system of loose confederation of ethnic and linguistic 

provinces. It organized peasant conferences at different cities in early 1950s. Mir 

GhausBakhshBizenjo, HyderBakhshJatoi and Ghulam Muhammad Leghari also 

participated in many such conferences. The party also organized its branches in 

Sindh and N-WFP while in East Pakistan it was ideologically close to the 

Gantantari Dal.
25

 

The APP insisted more on independent foreign policy and friendly 

relationship with the communist countries. It called for the abrogation of the 

military and security pacts and withdrawal from the western bloc. When the United 

Front was formed in the East Pakistan, APP leaders from West Pakistan 

participated in the support of its elections campaign in the Eastern wing. Mian 

Iftikhar-ud-Din, along with other leadership of the party, was invariably regarded 

as fellow travelers of the communists. He was often described as a staunch 

communist fellow even by the then American ambassador to Pakistan.
26

 

Although Iftikhar-ud-Din was considered, by many, to be a staunch 

socialist in his ideas and political orientation but he was suspected in the 

communist circles too. In fact, his early years honeymoon with the Muslim League 

largely made him doubtful as a committed progressive. His resignation as 

President Punjab Provincial Muslim League backfired which proved an unwise 

decision at the end. Both SajjadZaheer and Eric Cyprian were of the view that he 

was not a trustworthy socialist. On 26 November 1948 SajjadZaheer wrote a letter 

to the provincial party of CPP regarding his resignation as president of Punjab 

Muslim League. He stated in the letter: 

 

He [Mian Sahib] is thoroughly undependable and the progressive 

must not look up to him for a lead. If he had not made a mess of 

things during the time when he was president (Punjab Muslim 

League) perhaps the progressive would be in a stronger position 

today.
27

 

 

This view was vindicated by Eric Cyprian who once described Iftikhar-ud-

Din as ignorant of politics,who knew nothing about socialist ideas and was always 

talking about irrelevant matters. He communicated to SajjadZaheer that no more 

pandering to his fancies should be done.
28

 However, despite heavy odds, Iftikhar-

ud-Din retained his position as a close ally of the progressive elements in the 

country. Referring to the struggle for Pakistan, he elaborated that League 

leadership had promised full liberty and economic prosperity for the Muslims of 

the Indian subcontinent. But he was ashamed to confess that none of these 

promises had been fulfilled. Political independence resulted in the indirect looting 

and plundering of the countries’ resources by the British capitalists.
29

 When one 

looks at the communist literature it is quite clear that leaving the commonwealth 

bloc was one of the main concerns of many known communists. They viewed the 

sterling bloc politics a hurdle in the economic development of Pakistan. The kind 
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of trade slavery, argued Shawkat Ali, in which Pakistan had caught in the vicious 

circle called the sterling bloc, had virtually crippled its economy. He termed it a 

hollow relationship in which the British Government was least interested in giving 

Pakistan heavy machinery necessary for industrial development.
30

 

Like most of the communist parties, the APP got involved in the politics of 

dubious nature for gaining easy advantages. It was alleged that in the 1953 

disturbance in the Punjab, the APP Bahawalpur branch provided massive fund to 

the Ahrars in creating law and order situation.
31

Majils-e-Ahrar-ul-Islam, also 

known in short as Ahrar, was a conservative religious political party founded on 

29 December 1929 at Lahore. It started an anti-Ahmadis demonstration at Lahore 

in 1953 due to which martial law was declared in the city of Lahore. During this 

period a radical group led by Shaikh Muhammad Rasheed left the party on his 

differences with Mahmud Ali Qasuri.
32

ShaikhRasheed was very instrumental in 

bringing about peasants and workers into the fold of the APP. He was the general 

secretary of the party and was supportive of the idea that land proprietorship 

should be abolished as a first step towards radical land reforms. Later on, he, along 

with many followers, formed his own AwamiJamhoriPartyin 1952. The APP 

suffered further set-backs when Shaukat Hayat rejoined Muslim League in 1954. It 

was followed by the exit of Saadullah Khan. The remaining party was absorbed 

into the PNP in 1956.
33

 

PPL had been taken in government control by the authorities within six 

months of Ayub Khan martial law in 1958. Prohibitions on him and PPL made him 

very depressed. Especially, PPL was very dear to him and it’s taken away was a 

great lose which affected his health. He could not live longer in hopeless condition 

under martial law regime.Confiscation of PPL was a shock due to which he 

suffered heart attack on the evening of 6 June 1962. Friends and family members 

took him to hospital ,but he left for another world.
34

Faiz Ahmed Faiz, 

Iftikharuddin’s friend and ally, paid a tribute to him in the following words: 

 

Jo rukey tu koh-e-garan thay hum,  

jo chalay tu jaan say guzar gaye,  

Raah-e-yaar hum ne qadam qadam,  

tujhay yaadgaar banaa diya. 

 

Translation: I was firm asa mountain when I was still, and when I moved, I went 

across my life, O beloved’s path, I have, step by step curved into you a 

monument.
35

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Mian Iftikhar-ud-Din was a leftist and progressive politician, the founder of APP 

and most importantly the pioneer of modern journalism in Pakistan. In this domain 

his services are outstanding in the sense that he established PPL which laid down 

the tradition of print media in the country. He was in the forefront in the 
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independence movement against the British Raj and the struggle for Pakistan. He 

was active in the Indian National Congress in the early days and elected president 

of the Punjab provincial Congress. In 1945 he resigned and joined the All-India 

Muslim League under the leadership of the Quaid-i-Azam. He was against the 

Unionist Ministry and played a leading role in the Muslim League’s civil 

disobedience movement against the Unionist ministry of Sir Khizar Hayat Tiwana 

which ultimately resulted in its downfall.He was elected the first president of the 

Punjab Provincial Muslim League at the time of the establishment of Pakistan. In 

the post 1947 era he remained active during the proceedings of the First and 

second constituent assembly. He was given utmost respect in the political circles of 

both East and West Pakistan. Several time he made efforts to make a united front 

of the opposition parties against the government of Muslim League. Anti-Imperial 

from his heart Mian Iftikhar opposed Pakistan joining of USA global defence orbit 

against communism. He contributed in the framing of the 1956 Constitution, which 

was abrogated by the military dictator Ayub Khan in 1958.He was persecuted by 

Ayub Khan for his political beliefs, although he never held any public office 

(except for a brief period of two months in 1947, which he ran with visionary 

mind). 
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