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The global spread of COVID-19 is the greatest crisis and world-

shattering event of this century. It has spared no one and 

respected no borders. The fragility of the modern life has been 

exposed by the pathogen. Every country is faced with its own crisis 

with localized shortage of health facilities/ expensive private 

health care system and haphazard primitive approaches to the 

repression. The circulatory system of globalization has been 

compromised with the reduced international flow of money, goods 

and people as the corona virus spreads. The global supply chain 

between the manufactures and consumers has been disrupted.  The 

whole world and countries are locked down according to their 

own local variations and no one knows for how long it sustains?  

The future remains uncertain and the present remains hard and 

scaryas there is a lot much mutation so far, SARS-CoV-2, making 

it an endemic. As of February 18, 2021, there are seven vaccines 

that have been introduced to the world. These are the new tools to 

tackle the unprecedented crisis and they might prove as a game 

changer for humanity. This paper aims to write about the future 

reshaping of the globe. It will discuss how a virus became a threat 

to not only human security but to the democracy and economic 

order as well. The paper will analyze how the governments can 

play their part to mitigate the effects to COVID-19 the political-

economic order will change in the years to come. 

 

Key Words: COVID-19, autocratization, liberal democracies, Liberal 
International Order, Trumpism, globalization 

 

  



 Pakistan Vision Vol. 22 No. 1 

 

2 

Introduction 
The novel Corona Virus (COVID-19) declared as pandemic by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) has familiarized the globe with the words like social 
distancing, lock down and mask which were unknown to the world just a year and 
half go. But today they are part of the daily life in every corner of the world. About 
88 million of world population has been pushed to extreme poverty as a 
repercussion that might lead to the figure of 115 million. It has been anticipated by 
the World Bank Group reports that “New Poor” will emerge in South Asia 
together with Sub-Saharan Africa close behinds which eventually will have the 
largest share in world poverty(Blake &Wadhwa, 2020). The world is amidst of the 
Covid-19 crisis. Covid-19 is a collective public health emergency, unprecedented 
in recent history. The pandemic has proved that pathogens cannot merely 
contaminate humans but could be contagion for the complete just-in-time system. 
Though early yet few things are evident about pandemic: 
 

1. It  will certainly reshape the globe 
2. The politics between the states and between ‘them’ will change 
3. The world will be divided into semi-autonomous blocks 
4. A global economic crisis is very much obvious 

Threat to Democracy 

Covid-19 re-invites old questions vis-à-vis the resilience of the liberal 
international order in the face of global blows and projections for the liberal 
international order to endure in a directionless realm. The world has lost 36 
democracies since 1990s. This is a wave of autocratization. 1/3rd of world 
population, i-e; 2.6 billion people are affected by it, even before COVID-19. Now 
the autocrats are using the pandemic as smoke screen to further derail the 
democratic liberties and freedom. The crisis has glinted a discussion which type of 
governments could better deal the disaster, either a democratic or authoritarian one 
(Mérieau, 2020) resonating earlier debates on the benefits and practicality of 
different regime types (Gat 2007; Deudney and Ikenberry 2009; Kagan 2019).  

This question remains very significant to discuss namely which regime 
types faced more rapid disastrous due to Covid-19- the liberal democracies or other 
regime types?The answer is that the liberal international order is exposed to Covid-
19 in the sense that its single feature is political and economic ingenuousness 
although the pandemic needs a degree of closure. Ikenberry (2011, 18-22) explains 
that “the liberal international order is an ‘open and loosely rule based’ system, 
given ‘a basis in which states can involve through mutually institutionalized 
cooperation’ and is attuned with diverse stages of hierarchical discrepancy”. The 
liberal democracies have faced more fatalities on one hand whereas on the other 
hand, the virus has endangeredthe Liberal International Order in which liberal 
democracies play a part. The execution of policies in face of health crisis 
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eventually becomes difficult with Liberal International Order. Therefore to 
encounter the crisis, the Liberal democracies have abridged the freedoms regarding 
politics and economics. As global threats to international supply chains, 
employment and economic benefit fold, the economic security strategies 
accentuating self-reliance with protectionist instincts may push the policies that 
have coherence with the liberal international order, threatening longstanding 
richness (Gartzke&Westerwinter 2016).  

The natural calamities know no boundaries. Not very many circumstances lend 
themselves to international comparison better than the one ascending out of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. John Stuart Mill, one of the founders of qualitative 
comparison, established in his System of Logic, published in 1843, a typology of 
the comparative methodologies to isolate and test the variables of a given 
phenomenon: the method of  “most similar cases” producing differing outcomes 
and the method of “most different case”  producing similar outcomes(Mérieau, 
2020). The Liberal International Order was already under threat even before 
pandemic emerged on global arena which is seen as crisis of authority and 
inequality (Norrlöf, 2018: 63-88). The pandemic has proved as a crunch for 
democracy, human rights and governance (DRG) that could abate or collapse the 
already declining democracies, therefore the COVID-19 may not only be 
misunderstood as public health crisis together with economic collapse. Since 2001, 
the number of autocracies is on rise for the first time and the democracy is 
declining and this is why the health pandemic became a global pandemic owing to 
the authoritarian governments. This state of affairs is not less than a threat to 
democratization itself as  it could lead to a strained liaisonbetween citizens and 
governments, the political and social tensions may deepen, (together with 
displaced persons and refugees), worsen marginalization and disparity, and 
eventually give rise to violence. The already ailing liberal international order has 
been greatly hit by Covid-19, though this order has already been facing a lot many 
challenges in Post-War era. Even the Super Power, adherent to the liberal 
international order has been surrendered to right-wing populism under the 
“Trumpisms”. Covid-19 is a long series of troubles and misfortunes to a greater 
extent (Norrlof, 2020: 63-88).  

Economic Recession 
How the Corona virus has impacted the extreme poverty across the planet? One 
may not find the complete answer. But the virus has eroded the very fabric of the 
global societies. On one hand the novel corona virus has halted the educational 
activities, flow of people; on the other hand it has put a lockdown on the business 
ranging from local to international-restricting the global trade.Undoubtedly, the 
nations will come out of this crisis, it is a million dollar question, and how the 
world economy will be reshaped in Post-pandemic period. Though until mid-
February 2020, it had been assumed by the policy makers and investors that the 
potential economic impact of the corona may remain limited to China. 
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Nevertheless the situation changed all of sudden when it started spreading as a 
global shock with a fast speed. The IMF has officially declared that the world 
economy will be faced by global recession as a repercussion of Corona which 
could be as bad as or even worse than what was in 2009. In this scenario, the risk 
of a wave of bankruptcies, layoffs, increased unemployment along with economic 
output falls are hard to avoid. The air passenger revenue and collapse of sea-born 
trade all point towards an economic threat. The world has witnessed the economic 
recessions which were initiated by a sustained period of higher interest rates and it 
was never a ‘Virus’ that could hit the global economy so badly. The signs of debt 
stress are now multiplying in the industries impacted by the coronavirus which 
involves transportation and leisure auto and perhaps worst of all, oil. The globe has 
to come across a virus induced recession. The direct outcome on the economic 
activity will be expanded not only by its effect on balky debtors nevertheless also 
by the power of failing companies on the bloated financial markets. 

 
(Kharas, 2020) 

The developing nations with less developed public health facilities and poor 
economies always do suffer severely in pandemics. But the COVID 19 has hit the 
greater and rich economies equally since they are losing tourism. For instance, 
Saudi Arabia has put a ban to come people to perform Umrahand if the situation 
aggravates, the impact on its economy would be drastic. Therefore, it can be well 
assumed that the ‘Virus’ can be a straw that breaks the camel’s back of economic 
globalization. The societies might be forced to extend economic self-isolation for 
an unknown period of time. 
Over the period of time, the productive capacity of global economy will decline. 
This disorder is especially worrisome for the nations of developing countries more. 
This economic pressure will ultimately leads towards instability and more conflicts 
among countries.  
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(Kharas, 2020) 

This global pandemic with global repercussions Economic Recession cannot be 
avoided. The Global economy certainly will come across the greatest shock since 
2008. One must remember that unlike 2008-9, it is universal. “The Guardian has 
published a story, claiming that Britain’s decision of leaving Erasmus student-
exchange programme would be a blow hole in the economy. Ultimately, Brexit is 
not something pivotal literally or economically, but the coronavirus, meanwhile is 
killing people and perhaps many business” (Adams, 2020).The pandemic is alife-
threatening economic jolt that needs a striving, synchronized and exigent policy 
response on all fronts to support people and firms at peril. The gravity of 
improbability over the economic fall outs is now perceptible across all classes both 
in European area and the globally.The pandemic on a broader canvas is seen as a 
transitory and short-term blow to cost-effective progression and undeniably the 
Chinese experience, (which had had a V-shaped decline and retrieval) reaffirms 
that anything can happen. Fiscal mutilation for most of the countries could be long-
lasting and this is certainly a tangible threat to the families that have been hard-
pressed below poverty line. It goes beyond saying that poverty has slow dying or 
undying scratches with a long chain of starvations, vulnerability to diseases and 
missed schools. Therefore it is crucial to explore the long-term impact of COVID-
19on poverty, despite all the caveats, associated with decade long economic 
prognosis (Kharas, 2020) 
 
Beginning of an End of Globalization? 
The last pandemic of the World War I was one of the factors behind the collapse of 
the first wave of globalization. The invention of the modern medicine led to the 
emergence of modern globalization. Since 1945, the world witnessed a couple of 
pandemics but the global circulatory system was not much interrupted by them. 
With the second wave of globalization, trade rose as it was in 1914 but only until 
late 1980s. The things changed with the Russian disintegration/ Soviet bloc. 
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However, the third wave of globalization detached more barricades to the 
movement of goods and money. 
The reshaping of globe was already evident before the pandemic outbreak across 
the globe. The COVID-19 is only on its way to aggravate the already initiated 
shift, i-e, to move away from US-Centric globalization to China-Centric 
globalization. Though the globalization has faced many challenges in the past yet 
this time the global community seems failed to formulate new rules of the road for 
the economy, the environment and the health care which are generating an 
impeccable storm of international dysfunction. Though it is a temporary phase yet 
its lasting impact cannot be overlooked as it will reinforce other trends that are 
already undermining the globalization. However the pre-existing fault lines will be 
further accentuated.  The globe might be moving from globalization to semi-
autonomous regional blocks-like China and its client states, European block, North 
and South American block. 
The pandemic may not end the new trend of globalization but it will contribute to a 
greater trend of fragmentation. China will still prove pivotal in shaping the 
direction the world heads. It is in the position to excel in the digital sphere and is 
no longer dependent on low-end manufacturing. It has its home work done on 
alternative globalization.One never knows that in the days to come, the 
Coronavirus outbreak will be recalled as a moment on the road towards the end of 
the first phase of globalization. The new status-quo of a revived Cold War between 
two hegemons is ineffectual. It is time for another wave of globalization, but this 
time one that decreases carbon emissions, advances more impartially and 
reinforces the capacity of International institutions to fight pandemics. 
 
Impact on Globe 

Looking at the broader canvass, things might change with significant outcomes. 
One of the most important outcome/ repercussion could be the invigoration of 
centrifugal forces within global capitalism. The de-globalization was already 
underway before the pandemic broke out with the beginning of the trade war.  
Brexit is another good example of that. The COVID-19 can simply add fuel to fire 
by encouraging business in Europe and the US to alter its critical supply lines away 
from Asia and towards local suppliers. This situation will force countries to align 
with one another as the segmentation process proceeds. For instance, Japan and 
Australia are allied with the US militarily but are dependent on China for trade. 
Now they will have to choose between one of them. Russia will be in need of 
reforming itself, either to join Europe or become a satellite of China. England, no 
longer a part of EU will have to see its alignment in the new segmented world. 
Another important question here is what would be the future of American troops 
stationed at many countries of the world whereas pandemic is spreading. Therefor 
the situation calls for a complete overhauling of the US strategic planning. 
Crashed economy and broken health care system will be two major upshots of this 
crisis. A global pandemic at this scale was inevitable. The virus has a long way to 
test the resilience of even the most well-equipped health systems. 
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1. Far more urban and metropolitan US is the great hit than what about the 
developing and poor nations? Undeniably, the cost will be enormous. 

2. A secondary pandemic of mental health problems/ domestic violence will 
follow 

3. Elderly people or those already compromised with some disease will be 
more affected 

4. Racism like Chinese virus may rise 
5. The economy will be faced with sudden and severe shock. 
6. Inequalities across the globewill widen 
7. Low income people and countries will be the hardest hit by social 

distancing measures 
8. Most likely will have chronic health conditions that increase the risk of 

severe infections 
9. Pandemic may also effectuate the social change, like working from home/ 

conference calls  

How Governments are Mitigating? 

Unless the public services and economy get along with each other, the 
draconian restrictions can never be imposed. The governments insist that 
such measures are transitory, yet temporary ones often prove the most 
eternal and undying like the introduction of income tax first introduced in 
Britain to fund the Napoleonic wars, German constitution initially written 
for West Germany, Eiffel Tower, meant to last for 20 years, London Eye 
that had initial planning permission for 5years and many more on list. 
The virus and its implications know no borders. Dealing with the crisis 
will have long lasting Impact on the governments in terms of ‘how the 
nations perceive it, what type of political system (either democratic or 
autocratic) in that particular country functions’. Health/ fiscal policies and 
monetary policies have vital roles to play as the financial sector largely 
depends on the monetary policy while guaranteeing supportive financing 
environments for all segments in economy. This is equally applicable to 
the individuals/ families/ firms/ banks and governments. To contain such a 
pathogen, nations needed not only to develop a test and use it to identify 
the infected people and isolate, something adopted by South Korea, 
Singapore and Hong Kong did to tremendous effect. And it is what the US 
did not. The voluntary plus mandated quarantine is needed because at the 
end of the day Individual behavior will be crucial to control the spread of 
COVID-19 rather than the government actions in order to deal with 
economic consequences of absence from work.  
 

Vaccine Nationalism 
The global race to get vaccine is getting high which has invented a new term of 
“Vaccine Nationalism”. That means the rich countries prefer their own countries to 
the others. This race of preference is giving rise to a race where the low-income 
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countries will lag behind but at the same time, the rich countries would not benefit 
much. According to the New York Times, Canada has booked 6 times more 
vaccine as compared to the number of its population. America and UK have 
booked almost 4 times more vaccines than what is required. This trend shows that 
America and Europe might be vaccinated by the end of year 2021 but the Asian 
and African population may have to wait for their turns until 2023. This situation 
raises a question. If the rich countries are thinking that they would be able to revive 
their economies through vaccination of their own people, they must need to revisit 
their thoughts and policies. WHO has been warning about vaccine nationalism? It 
might complement the short-term political motives because they are looking into 
future but they themselves will be at loss too. The pandemic will not end unless it 
is vanished from every part. The international economy will suffer a huge loss of 
9.5 billion $ with unjust provision of vaccine and the half burden will be borne by 
the rich countries because their economic roots are spread too deep and far. Apart 
from that, the expense of CO-VAX which is an important pillar, are 3.8 billion$ 
but it is facing a deficit of 2.7 billion $. If the rich countries pay for that, they 
would get 166 times more benefit as compared to their own capital. 
It is high time to think that the pandemic has hit the whole world, so it has to be 
faced together, otherwise the pandemic will persist and the world will come across 
a big moral and economic disaster. 
 
Wake-Up Call for Nations 
Amongst the conspiracy theories, the deep and lasting impact of COVID-19 will 
largely depend on its spread and how do the governments get to manage its 
outbreak. It is hard to analyze yet how long does it take to overcome the crisis and 
at what cumulative cost? The speed and scope of the virus across the globe have 
spotlighted people’s vulnerability to ostensibly distant foreign threats. Still the 
potential economic knock-on effects are extremely ambiguous because there is a 
lot much about the virus that the world is unknown to. If the nations and countries 
succeed in containing virus, the economy can be recovered; otherwise it is 
inevitable at extreme. May be it is not the globalization that lies at risk; it is the 
market forces which left unsubstantiated pose threats. The Coronavirus will lead to 
a global recession and how worse it could be, depends on when the Coronavirus 
emergency is resolved. The nations must not forget that Coronavirus is just a 
single factor which might worsen other strains on the global economy like trade 
wars. The more it spreads, the more world economy would be on decline. 
It is high time that China and the US join hands rather than moving poles apart 
which itself is a difficult situation for global community. The time is to sort out the 
global solutions to the rising global problem is like pandemics and climate of 
course. Depending on the level of human and economic damage, this virus spreads 
around the world and it could be the turning point for the entire globe’s economy. 
The decline in economic activities and constraints on people movement will have 
effect both on manufactures and services. Therefore the pandemic along with 
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upcoming economic crisis will lead to a disproportionate impact on certain 
segments of the society. 
In the offing of the economic collapse, it is hard to see anything other than support 
of movement, towards nationalism, great power rivalry and strategic decoupling. 
Over the longer terms, it can be argued that the democracies will come out of their 
shells to discover a new form of pragmatic and protective internationalism. The 
pandemic and its economic repercussions will either intensify or lessen the security 
issues and the current polarization within societies. The situation invokes a 
collective action and urges the need to realize how a global health crisis into a 
state-run surveillance opportunity. The post-pandemic era could be worse with the 
combination of bad planning by the governments, leading the world to less open 
and less free planet. 
 

 

What is theEnd? 
Crises emerge and vanish altering the globe by their very fact. Covid-19 
undoubtedly has the potential to change the societies and political regimes ranging 
from big to small countries. Though it is the biggest tragedy of contemporary 
history yet its full impact is yet to be handled. It is estimated that death toll alone 
in the world has been 2, 642, 905 
(https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/?utm_campaign=homeAdvegas1?%2
2%20%5Cl%20%22countries). Today the crucial crisis revolves around public 
health and that needs to be handles on priority. The geographical and national 
boundaries have lost significance in the face of the rapid spread of the pandemic 
that has emerged as the biggest threat to human security in this century. The crisis 
is multi-dimensional and needs to be fought at many fronts. It will change 
theworld politics and reshape the globe in the years to come. The devastating 
effects of COVID-19 should serve as a wakeup call for the world which must now 
concentrate on human development and survival. The Stockholm International 
Peace Research Institute has published a report that total world military 
expenditures had risen to $ 1,822 billion in 2018- representing an increase of 2.6% 
from the previous year (https://www.sipri.org/media/press-release/2019/world-
military-expenditure-grows-18-trillion-
2018#:~:text=(Stockholm%2C%2029%20April%202019),Peace%20Research%20
Institute%20(SIPRI).), so that means public health remains a low priority. The 
world will change like the world focused on counter-terrorism, after 9/11. Covid-
19 remains an enigma to scientists. As yet only its broad effects on body are 
identified- It may take another year or more to fathom its seasonality in terms of 
climatic changes. More confounding whether it will make a comeback in the areas 
where its presence has been reduced or even eliminated and most intriguingly, 
whether a single attack will confer permanent immunity.When the tempest 
subsides, it will be analyzed the outcome disparities, if any between Caucasian and 
Asian races.This virus will remain a part of the humanity however the vaccine may 
need to be updated as the virus changes. Perhaps the nations will learn that 
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preparedness is not just about masks/ vaccines and tests but about fair labor 
policies and stable and equal health care system. 
 
Possible End Game 

a. First is very unlikely- Every nation copesconcurrently so as to bring the 
virus to heel. 

b. Second is very dangerous- Like past flu pandemics, it may have 
devastation in the whole world, leaving behind the immune survivors. At 
the end of the day, it makes efforts to catch viable hosts. The herd 
immunity could be faster and therefore more alluring. 

c. Third is very long- That world plays a long-drawn-out game of whack-a—
mole with virus, inscribing the outburst here and there until vaccine can 
finally be declared safe. This is the best alternativehowever also the 
lengthiest and the most difficult. 
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