Chinese Language Learning during Covid-
19: A Pakistani Perspective

Amna Umer Cheema
Hira Rao

This research has discerned the reasons, which encourage
Pakistani individuals to learn Chinese during Covid-19. With the
pandemic, an abrupt shift in the power dynamics occurred,
causing vilification to China’s global presence. The aim of this
research is to analyze the derived perspectives of Chinese
language learning amidst Covid-19. In Pakistan, Chinese is on its
way to compete with English and marginalize other indigenous
languages. Through a quantitative analysis, this study highlights
the changing attitudes of Pakistanis towards foreign languages.
The data was collected through a questionnaire and analyzed with
the help of the five-level Likert scale. The results of this study
revealed that educational and employment-related opportunities
were rooted in the popularity of the Chinese language. Most of the
respondents gravitated towards Chinese language learning due to
its financial promises and technological advancement. However,
they showed their concern for the impending death of indigenous
languages, for which a language policy should be implemented.
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Introduction:

This paper looks closely at the growing trend of learning Chinese
language, during Covid-19, in Pakistan. The purpose is to underline the reasons for
this growing interest, amidst Western criticism. Therefore, this quantitative
research highlights the motives of Pakistani learners, their perception of Chinese as
new English, the possibility of embracing the Chinese culture, and how it can
affect our current language crisis.

In order to understand the Pakistani learners’ earnestness to learn Chinese,
we need to first see China through the Covid-19 lens. China, being one of the
superpowers, held the reins of the global economy until Wuhan became the
birthplace of Covid-19, shaking the world to its core. The repercussions that
ensued were the feelings of hostility towards the Chinese race as well as their
language. Entangled in its own struggle, China had received anti-Chinese
sentiments from the rest of the world. As stated in the article, “’Coughing while
Asian": living in fear as racism feeds off corona virus panic” (2020), countries
which hold the sceptre of power, also shoulder the responsibility of creating
influential opinions. FEither positive or propogandist, it finds its way into
disseminating to every corner of the world. Unfortunately, the Asian and Chinese
races became targets of damaging mendacity.Former US President, Donald Trump,
instigated and aggravated such behaviour, when he made this statement: “It comes
from China, that’s why. It comes from China. I want to be accurate” (Aratani,
2020). Furthermore, labelling it as a “Chinese virus” propelled xenophobic notion
by making its people synonymous to the disease, and instilling antagonism
amongst the herd-like public.

However, with its resources and economy being squeezed dry, China stood
on a rather delicate position regarding its recovery. After many laborious efforts,
China stood as a role model for the rest of the world for expunging the virus
without any external aid. As an aftermath, the nation stood as an unwavering
image of resilience and perseverance. Furthermore, China’s prompt support in
facilitating other nations, including Pakistan, with masks, gloves and other
necessary health gadgets, for fighting Covid-19, has earned him compliment for its
strategic futurings. The analysts, Zhu Ning et al. believe thatin envisioning a
crucial future, as far as the worldwide health facilities are concerned, China has
made us realize that “a safe and healthy living environment is now considered
equally, if not more important than economic growth.”With the public health and
communication systems “China has proven its capability during the outbreak”
(Corona virus in China, 2020).Therefore, bestowing upon itself a quasi-redemption,
and has remained to do so. By putting its people first,the supposed impending economic
collapse has transformed into mere fiction or a far-off eventuality. With such a revival,
along with the ongoing cooperative economic endeavours of China and Pakistan:
CPEC in particular, as part of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) from the pre-
Covid era, the rise of Chinese language seems evident. However, the celebrated
status of the Chinese language poses many salient questions concerning the
language situation of this country.
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From the independence to date, the policymakers seem uncertain while
ascribing status to different languages in the country. This uncertainty has sown
the seeds of ambiguity and confusion among masses. While the English-Urdu
controversy persists, the opinion makers seem to have found a new point of
contention ever since the Chinese language has emerged in the Pakistani linguistic
scenario. In the article“Reality Check: Is Chinese an official language in
Pakistan?” (2018), PratikJakhar mentions that the Senate, upper house of Pakistani
Parliament passed a resolution, according to which official Chinese language
courses should be offered for everyone involved in CPEC, in order to mitigate the
communication barriers between those who are involved in CPEC, in one way or
another. Hence, there has been a surge in the number of students in Pakistan
wanting to learn Chinese language (Jakhar, 2018).

With relation to China’s triumph, if one observes the interest of Pakistanis
towards learning Chinese, it is increasing day by day, though it is not
overpowering English, it still is highly competitive. Chinese language teaching
centres can be seen everywhere, students are taking their regular classes and then
attending the Chinese classes. A lot of universities have started teaching Chinese
as a minor subject in different degrees, just like French and Spanish used to be
taught previously. According to reports, Chinese language centres have blossomed
like mushrooms in the country. Prestigious institutes of higher education such as
University of the Punjab (Lahore), NUML (Islamabad) offer compulsory and/or
optional Chinese language courses; Pakistan-China institute and TEVTA offer
short courses in Mandarin Chinese.

The Youlin Magazine —a cultural journal run by a Pakistan-China
institute— termed Chinese as language leading to a better future in Pakistan
(Xinhua, 2018). The statistics shared in this article revealed that more than 5000
students are learning Chinese in centres associated with the Confucius institute,
excluding those who are learning the language in private centres and institutions.

As per the Deutsche Welle (DW)article “Why are Pakistanis keen to learn
Chinese Language?” (2017), ever since China launched CPEC, there is a sudden
interest in learning Chinese primarily because of the economic incentives, as the
project has resulted in numerous jobs with decent remuneration (Baloch, 2017).
However, some experts view the popularization of Chinese language as a step
towards cultural colonization. According to the research study ‘“Neo-Imperialism:
A Case Study of China Pakistan Economic Corridor”, the economic projects are
the means through which China is not only promoting its language, but also
extending its culture (Ejaz & Masood, 2019).

This cultural dominance may have adverse effects on the already
endangered languages of Pakistan because people are forced to learn languages,
which will increase their chances of employment, thereby abandoning their local
languages or speaking them in very limited domains. Apart from better job
opportunities in the country, another driving force to learn Chinese is the desire to
pursue higher education in China. According to Youlin Magazine, about 2500
students went to China in 2017 alone (Xinhua, 2018). All of these factors reveal



16 Pakistan Vision Vol. 22 No. 1

why Pakistanis seem interested in learning Chinese language. Some analysts see
Chinese as the new English in many ways (Gil, 2019), and are concerned about the
ramifications of promoting Chinese language across countries, especially those
connected through the BRI. As the English language had an impact on the
indigenous languages and culture, the Chinese language may similarly affect
Pakistan’s linguistic situation.

There is no denying that CPEC, as part of the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) has opened avenues for people, hence those who learn it will be able to reap
benefits. In the newspaper article, “CPEC to Boost Demand of Expert Interpreters:
Chinese Language Whiz” (2018), Kamran Chaudhary states that thousands of
Chinese language experts and interpreters are needed because of CPEC, and
therefore, the government will launch different scholarship programmes in order to
meet the needs of the professionals. It involves sending students to China on
scholarships (CPEC, 2018).Moreover, many top-notch universities still offer
Chinese language course as compulsory or optional in different degree
programmes.

Despite Western criticism, the economic endeavours (CPEC) coupled with
China’s heroic position during the pandemic, have resulted in the increased
importance of Chinese language in Pakistan. However, considering this status-quo,
there seems to be a concern for the already dying languages of Pakistan.

Literature Review:

Here, a review of the current literature encompasses the changing world
perceptions about China and Chinese language, in the wake of Covid-19. This
helps in understanding the new rise in the position of China and its language in the
world, and interestingly, the reasons why Pakistanis are showing an increased
interest in acquiring Chinese language in such sensitive times.

After the arrival of the cataclysmic Covid-19, the future of China was
laced with sheer uncertainty. However, The Economist (2020) reports that “China
has effectively controlled Covid-19 and its economy is returning to life.
Meanwhile, governments in America, Europe and beyond face second waves of
infections and business bankruptcies and exploding public deficits”.

While it was predicted that the West would finally have the pedestal to
themselves, China rose from the ashes proving otherwise. Linguistically, this
becomes evident from the article, “The world’s changing language landscape”
where the British Council’s report entitled “Languages for the Future”, mentions
Mandarin at number 4 on the list. Economically, according to the UN world
population prospects, in the future “if you want to get the most money out of your
language course, studying one of the languages listed above [ with Chinese having
1,300 million native speakers] is probably a safe bet” (2020). Considering the high
number of Chinese speakers, it is impossible for the language to become,
linguistically and economically, irrelevant anytime soon. This can be a convincing
reason for any developing and neighbouring country, like Pakistan, to embrace this
language.
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The pandemic shows that the spread of Chinese language is corelated with
China’s economic growth. In “As the Corona virus Pandemic Persists, Here’s One
Encouraging Sign for Chinese Exports” Evelyn Cheng is of the view that “As the
corona virus pandemic persists, here's one encouraging sign for Chinese exports”
(2020). Similarly, “China will increase its market share in epidemic prevention
supplies, which are expected to continue supporting China’s exports should there
be a second wave of the corona virus globally, according to Bruce Pang, head of
macro and strategy research at China Renaissance” (Cheng, 2020). This is a clear
indication of China’s unceasing growth and economic power. With the second
wave hitting the masses tenfold, China continues to assist, while the nation,
largely, keeps itself Covid-free. This assistance not only flashes out the
humanitarian side of China, but allows nations to familiarize with its language of
global harmony. However, opinions, contrary to this, also seem to carry weight.

For instance, Lydia Khalil in “Digital Authoritarianism, China and Covid”
conversely strengthens the view that “the COVID-19 pandemic has emboldened
China to expand and promote its tech-enabled authoritarianism as world’s best
practice” (2020). The concern arises for “democratic governments [who] need to
be vigilant in setting standards and preserving citizens’ rights and liberties”
(Khalil. 2020). With this amount of social surveillance, “the corona virus has
showcased China's cyber-powered social control capabilities, with implications for
human rights worldwide” (Khalil, 2020). This encompasses censorship on the
internet and tracking under the guise of a beneficial strategy amidst the pandemic.
Not to mention that “China has made it a national priority to become a global
leader in facial recognition and other AI applications” (Khalil, 2020) through
gadgets, such as mobile phones, especially through Huawei. Nevertheless, this
intelligent use, or misuse of authority adds to peoples’ modern technological
interests.

Considering the status-quo, if English is the language of prestige, then
Chinese is the language of prestigious technology. According to the news article,
“Chinese to rise as a global language: Technology will help overcome barriers”,
with the continuing rise of China as a global economic and trading power, there is
no barrier to prevent Chinese from becoming a global language like English
(Science Daily, 2020).Given that English has previously and persists to be a status
symbol, it would not be wrong to say that children will be having another problem
on their plate. This is because Urdu (the national language), English (official
language) and all the regional languages are alphabetic in nature, which make the
character-based learning process thoroughly difficult, and learner may feel distant
from the language. Firstly, because of the nature of Chinese language; second, the
Chinese teacher may be unable to fit in the culture of learners and fail in adopting
the expected methodology of Pakistani learners.

Contradicting such language learning inhibitions, Flinders University
academic Dr Jeffrey Gil, is of the view that “a character-based writing system will
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not prevent Chinese attaining global language status” (2020).In Gill’s article, titled
"Will a character-based writing system stop Chinese becoming a global language?
A Review and Reconsideration of the Debate™, he clearly says that “people learn as
much English as is required for their purposes, and the same would apply if
Chinese was a global language” (2020). In a Pakistani context, this is the predicted
behaviour of learners to acquire the bare minimum vocabulary and grammatical
structure, in order to make their space in a Chinese-integrated workplace.

Here, it is interesting to bring in Ahmar Mahboob’s article, “““No English,
No future!” Language Policy in Pakistan™ (2002),which gives an in-depth analysis
of the language policy with regards to English. Historically, English was the
official language, and it was used for academic and business purposes. For non-
English speakers it meant a decrease in job opportunities. The only group which
thrived were the elites who were studying in English medium schools and were
going abroad for higher education. The situation concludes that if you are not
fluent in English, you cannot compete in this modern world.

Similarly, Chinese is getting popular day by day, and it will become
another language of prestige, nurturing those who will speak and write in it in the
coming years. According to “The Belt and Road Initiative and China’s Cultural
Diplomacy in Pakistan™ (2018), it is highlighted that the number of Confucius
institutes and the overwhelming increase in learners shows their faith in China’s
economic and technological progress, and, therefore, in the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor, constituent of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). It plays a
vital role in furthering the agenda of popularizing Chinese by employing Chinese
and Pakistani people together (Ahmed, 2018).

Research Questions:
e What are the reasons, factors and motivations that prompt the Pakistani
individuals to learn Chinese language during and post-Covid-19?
e  What are the attitudes of learners towards the scope and status of Chinese
language in Pakistan?
e In the post Covid-19 era, what is the perception of the learners regarding
Chinese language’s position in Pakistan?

Research Methodology:

This study was conducted through a questionnaire developed by the
researchers themselves. The data was collected and analyzed through five-level
Likert scale. The Likert scale recorded responses - ‘strongly disagree’, ‘disagree’,
‘neutral’, ‘agree’ and ‘strongly agree’ for the given statements. By giving values to
the responses, the Likert scale helps measuring attitudes of the selected population
more directly. The sample of the study consisted of 50 students enrolled in the
Chinese language learning course in the Pakistan-China institute (Lahore), set up
in collaboration with the Confucius Institute. The questionnaire comprised two
main sections. Section-I contained questions regarding demographic information
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of the participants. It had questions regarding gender, mother tongue and
employment status. The students came from diverse language backgrounds.
However, Urdu and Punjabi language was most common mother tongue. The
majority of the population was students from different universities pursuing their
graduate degrees, whereas some of them were employees of public and private
sector organizations. The Section-II of the questionnaire had 10 questions
determining attitudes of learners towards Chinese language.

Data Analysis:

The data was analyzed using five-level Likert scale. The responses to each
question are illustrated in the form of tables followed by pie charts. The
interpretation of the responses and its link with the research questions have been
discussed respectively.

Q1. The scope of Chinese has increased because of a renewed interest in the
China Pakistan Economic corridor as part of the gigantic Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) during Covid-19.

N Valid 50

Missing |0

Cumulative
Frequency |Percent | Valid Percent | Percent

Valid Disagree 8 16.0 16.0 16.0

Agree 27 54.0 54.0 70.0

Strongly agree | 15 30.0 30.0 100.0

Total 50 100.0 100.0

O stronaly agree
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Interpretation:

The pie chart shows that 54 percent of the participants agreed, 30 per cent strongly
agreed that Pakistanis find a renewed interest in Chinese language due to its
promising relation with the China Pakistan Economic corridor, and the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI), since Covid-19 took over. However, only 16 percent of the
participants disagreed with this viewpoint. There was hardly any strong
disagreement, or neutrality over the statement.

Q2. During and after Covid-19, if I speak Chinese, my chances of attaining a
promising life with better health facilities and avenues for technological
advancement will increase.

N Valid 50

Missing |0
Perce Cumulative
Frequency [nt Valid Percent Percent
Valid Strongly disagree |3 6.0 6.0 6.0
Disagree 3 6.0 6.0 12.0
Neutral 15 30.0 |30.0 42.0
Agree 18 36.0 |36.0 78.0
strongly agree 11 22.0 (220 100.0
Total 50 100.0 [100.0

m Strongly disagree
Hdisagree
Cnevtral

W agree

[ strongly agree
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Interpretation:

The results of the study reveal that 36 percent of the participants agree, and 22 per
cent strongly believe that if they learn Chinese, they are more likely to receive
better health treatment and exposure to new technology in China and Chinese
business firms around the world. With this understanding, 30 per cent remained
neutral, and the disagreement has been 12 per cent in all.

Q3. During and after Covid-19, if I speak Chinese, my chances of finding a
lucrative job around the world will multiply.

N Valid 50
Missing |0
Cumulative
Frequency |Percent | Valid Percent | Percent
Valid Strongly disagree | 1 2.0 2.0 2.0
Disagree 4 8.0 8.0 10.0
Neutral 4 8.0 8.0 18.0
Agree 14 28.0 28.0 46.0
Strongly agree 27 54.0 54.0 100.0
Total 50 100.0 100.0

M strongly disagres
Disagres

Interpretation:

Given the employment conditions of the country, the CPEC project has been a
breeding ground for a plethora of jobs. The research reveals that 54 percent of the
participants strongly shared the view to be a way forward, whereas 28 per cent
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agreed that Chinese language will increase their propensity of finding a good job
with monetary benefits, despite the impact of Covid-19, around the world.

However, the disagreement totals to only 10 per cent, along with 8 per cent of

neutrality.

Q4. Considering the previous deliberations, I

learning Chinese than learning English.

am more inclined towards

N Valid 50
Missing |0

Cumulative
Frequency |Percent | Valid Percent | Percent
Valid Strongly disagree |3 6.0 6.0 6.0

Disagree 8 16.0 16.0 22.0
Neutral 10 20.0 20.0 42.0

Agree 15 30.0 30.0 72.0
Strongly agree 14 28.0 28.0 100.0

Total 50 100.0 100.0

I Strongly disagree
W Disaares

O reutral

W Agree

O strongly agree
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Interpretation:

Proficiency in English was considered an essential skill for good academic
performance and getting a job. While it still is, the Chinese language has emerged
as a competitor in terms of its popularity and necessity. This change reflected in
the responses to this question as well. About 58 percent of the individuals who
participated in this study were found to be more inclined towards learning Chinese,
rather than learning English. In all, 22 per cent disagreed with this bent of mind.
However, 20 per cent remained neutral. The response seems to be unperturbed by
the biases propagated due to the pandemic.

Q5. In post-Covid 19 era, Chinese rather than English will become the status
symbol in Pakistan.

M strongly disagree
M Disagree
Olnieutral

M agree
[ strongly Agree

Cumulative
Frequency |Percent | Valid Percent | Percent

Valid Strongly disagree |5 10.0 10.0 10.0

Disagree 6 12.0 12.0 22.0

Neutral 11 22.0 22.0 44.0

Agree 11 22.0 22.0 66.0

Strongly Agree 17 34.0 34.0 100.0

Total 50 100.0 100.0

Valid 50

Missing |0
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Interpretation:

The above pie-graph reveals that nearly 34 percent of the participants strongly
believe, and 22 per cent affirm that Chinese will become the status symbol in terms
of status and prestige in Pakistan in the near future. China has resumed projects,
encompassing different nations, namely Pakistan, for further economic growth.
Since the growing investment of China in Pakistan, it has become a popular belief
that English language will soon lose its status to Chinese language. The economic
projects will open a vast job market and trade opportunities for the people of both
countries and in order to reap benefits from it, one has to learn Chinese language.
Therefore, the proficiency in English will eventually become unimportant and
irrelevant. This is evident from the fact that 22 percent do not believe in this
change of hierarchy. However, 22 per cent remain neutral about replacing the
hegemony of English with Chinese.

Q6. Chinese will replace English in Pakistan in thepost Covid-19 world.
N Valid 50

Missing |0
Cumulative
Frequency [Percent | Valid Percent | Percent

Valid Strongly disagree |9 18.0 18.0 18.0
Disagree 8 16.0 16.0 34.0
Neutral 18 36.0 36.0 70.0
Agree 7 14.0 14.0 84.0
Strongly agree 8 16.0 16.0 100.0
Total 50 100.0 100.0

Interpretation:

Despite all the efforts to promote Urdu since the independence of Pakistan, English
always stood as an embodiment of refinement. Those who are proficient and fluent
are able to indulge in several social and economic perks. The Chinese language
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may ensure financial security; however, the question of substitution does not earn a
lopsided response so far: 30 per cent respondents find this replacement to be hardly
possible; interestingly, 34 per cent agreed to this shift of power from English to
Chinese. However, it is noticeable that 36 per cent have kept neutrality on this
viewpoint.

Q7. Inpost-Covid-19 Pakistan, Chinese language should be taught at the state
universities.

N Valid 50
Missing |0
Cumulative
Frequency |Percent | Valid Percent | Percent
Valid Strongly disagree |7 14.0 14.0 14.0
Disagree 6 12.0 12.0 26.0
Neutral 14 28.0 28.0 54.0
Agree 9 18.0 18.0 72.0
Strongly agree 14 28.0 28.0 100.0
Total 50 100.0 100.0

] Strongly cisagree
B Disgaree

O neutral

W gree

[ strongly agree

Interpretation:

The rest of the world have placed China as the champion of humanity, standing as
a role model. This causes several people to become involved in such a fast-acting
nation. Other than 26 per cent who disagree with the thought, the pie-chart reveals
that 46 per cent of the respondents agree that the Chinese language should be
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taught in state universities in order to compete in the job market and make way for
a successful future. In addition, 28 per cent of the respondents are neutral towards
including Chinese language courses in university teaching.

Q8. Teaching Chinese language will further complicate the status of

Urdulanguage in Pakistan.

N Valid 50

Missing |0
Cumulative
Frequency |Percent | Valid Percent | Percent
Valid Strongly disagree |4 8.0 8.0 8.0
Disagree 6 12.0 12.0 20.0
Neutral 8 16.0 16.0 36.0
Agree 12 24.0 24.0 60.0
Strongly agree 20 40.0 40.0 100.0
Total 50 100.0 100.0

] Strongly disagres
[ Disgaree
Oneutral

W 2gree

[ strongly agree

Interpretation:

Around 40 per cent respondents strongly agree while 24 per cent of the
respondents agree that if we normalize Chinese language learning in the same
manner as English, it will further complicate the language policy of Pakistan.
However, 20 per cent disagree with any change in the already rickety position of
Urdu. While another 16 per cent remain neutral in this regard. Since the language
policy and the status of Urdu has never been consistent throughout history, it has
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generated a lot of confusion at the national and provincial levels. Consequently,
this would further give rise to linguistic divisions within the nation.

Q9.Chinese language, learning will further dimmish the use of indigenous
languages in Pakistan.

N Valid 50
Missing |0
Cumulative
Frequency |Percent | Valid Percent | Percent
Strongly disagree |5 10.0 10.0 10.0
Disagree 10 20.0 20.0 30.0
Neutral 16 32.0 32.0 62.0
Agree 11 22.0 22.0 84.0
Strongly agree 8 16.0 16.0 100.0
Total 50 100.0 100.0

| Strongly disagree
E pisgaree

O Hewtral

W Agree

[ strongly agree

Interpretation:

The above pie chart displays the close statistics of respondents who both agree and
disagree with the notion that learning Chinese will further affect the use of
indigenous languages:in all, 38 per cent of the respondents agreed and 36 per cent
disagreed with this thought. However, 32 per cent of response remained neutral,
making one think that whether or not Chinese language becomes the third language
in Pakistan, its indigenous languages have already been cornered; they desperately
need standardization, along with any new additions to the linguistic landscape.
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Q10. Popularization of Chinese language will ease technological surveillance
in Pakistan.

N Valid 50

Missing |0
Cumulative
Frequency |Per cent | Valid Per cent | Per cent

Valid Strongly disagree | 19 38.0 38.0 38.0

Disagree 11 22.0 22.0 60.0

Neutral 6 12.0 12.0 72.0

Agree 7 14.0 14.0 86.0

Strongly agree 7 14.0 14.0 100.0

Total 50 100.0 100.0

] Stronaly disagree
B Disgares

O neutral

W 2gree

[ strongly agree

Interpretation:

The data shows that Pakistani language learners defy the current belief that China
is using its Covid-19 support to many countries in the world, including Pakistan,
for surveillance of their digital use, and personal data. Interestingly, a majority
comprising 60 per cent of the respondents disagree with this controversy. While
only 28 per cent agreed to China’s influence through pandemic-related support.
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Discussion

After interpreting the answers, the statistics implores researchers to take
note of the respondents’ outlook of the Chinese language in the era of Covid-19.
By and large, the pivotal role in which the Chinese language embodies, exceeds all
the apprehension and stigma attached to its rising position.

Shortly after establishing the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, it
became the hub for opportunities, a platform for competing on a global scale.
Consequently, more than half of the respondents showed enthusiasm towards
learning Chinese, as it was the gateway to opening new avenues for the common
populace. Apart from the extra yet necessary labour in acquiring another language,
it is more inclusive in terms of allowing other socio-economic classes to thrive in
the job market. Although the onset of the pandemic had placed the global economy
in hot waters, China’s rise as a phoenix, galvanised the country’s momentarily
halted growth. The respondents applauded China’s revival and its continuous
medical assistance to other countries of the world (including Pakistan) by
supplying masks, gloves and ventilators. The second wave was expected to rise in
China; however, it once again astonished the world by keeping its nation largely
free of the pandemic.

Furthermore, China promises cost-effective pathways to further studies.
Given that pursuing foreign education is idealized and often considered as a
requirement to excel in their own country, setting forth in this route comes with a
very hefty price. Comparatively, due to China’s existing economic interest in
Pakistan, scholarships are offered more freely to Pakistani students as compared to
other, American or European, scholarships which are highly competitive. Not to
mention that the very process of even participating in this race, requires emptying
your pocket to meet the scholarship’s prerequisites. This is where China appeals to
other classes where it fulfils their foreign education aim without being overly
expensive.

Through a Chinese-oriented job market, as well as education, engaging
with the language is a must. English is claimed to be the world’s lingua franca, as
it is the mode of communication with the largest companies. With China’s ever-
growing economy, its language is promoted simultaneously. At this rate, it would
either stand as a rival with English or adjust into co-existence. However, the latter
appears to be unlikely. Some responses leaned towards predicting that Chinese
would take on a larger linguistic space than English. In order to get a head-start in
this race, Chinese is imperative to acquire when partaking in their companies.
Some of respondents believe along these lines that they hold a much better chance
in succeeding, if they learn the Chinese language, rather than English. In other
words, almost half of the respondents believe that seeking employment is, in
comparison, less of a challenge after learning Chinese. And, they don’t find much
difficulty in it.

In addition, with the gold and glimmer wearing off what Europe and the
US used to offer with relation to its job opportunities and high-quality education,
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the spotlight has shifted to China where its undeniably appealing offers and
benefits are toppling over the West’s. This is why, the article “Xi Jinping and the
'Chinese Dream”, describes Chinese Dreamto be ‘“the exact opposite of the
‘American Dream’ of the realization of individual happiness” (2018).On the other
hand, the former is more inclusive and much more collective in nature, and“...the
Belt and Road Initiative — also fits under the umbrella of the Chinese Dream”. It
relies upon collaboration, teamwork, and a human network. Furthermore, “China is
deploying immense resources to build infrastructure that will connect it to parts of
Asia, Africa and Europe and boost its trading links to these regions” (“Chinese
Dream”, 2018). Such travel and transportation routes solidify Beijing’s chance of
dethroning the European central position. What one can deduce from this is that
such an opportunity simply encourages one to immerse themselves in the Chinese
language in order to chase and fulfill this emerging dream.

The immersion of the Chinese language begs the question regarding the
techniques in which dissemination would occur. By keeping the future in mind, it
is apt to take the upcoming generations into account. Simply put, Chinese language
can be easily taught by creating a separate subject like English or Maths.
According to some of the respondents, standardisation and making Chinese
mandatory in all state institutions provides an equal opportunity for Pakistanis to
enter this sphere. Currently Confucius centres are present, but as isolated
institutions, which are not as embedded into the Pakistan’s society as the
introduction of Chinese language learning in state universities for the common
masses.

That being said, such promotion may cause raised eye brows, and perhaps,
alert others that this is only the onset of the elevating status of the Chinese
language. Many of the respondents were very much aware of the lingual conflict,
entangled in class disparity. The social hierarchy evidently places English on
pedestal for the rest of the country to strive for. Official documents are in English.
The constitution is in English. Civil and public services demand its applicants to be
proficient in the aforementioned language.

As the importance of English stands unshakeable currently, respondents
foresee Chinese language overtaking, not simply as a third language in Pakistan,
but as a global language. The attitudes regarding it varied, from a handful being
indifferent, while the others had reservations revolving around this possible
outcome. Already, Urdu is awaiting the status of a stable national language and
also, the official language of Pakistan. The inhibitions pointed towards the
endangerment of not only Urdu, but other indigenous languages, as no rewards are
attached to them on an international level. Hence, adding another foreign language
to an already existing battlefield of the national, official and regional languages
will further complicate the position and domain of national and indigenous
languages. Instead, a blueprint should be laid out to promote language equality,
rather than functioning in a hierarchical manner. The government should take
radical steps to preserve the indigenous languages of Pakistan, and work on their
standardization and codification.
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Although, a small number of respondents agreed that the popularization of
the Chinese language may be another way of technological surveillance;
nevertheless, the current circumstances are too vague to be utilized into foreseeing
the future, even for analysts. In other words, it is far too soon to predict whether
Chinese i1s an instrument of surveillance in Pakistan, which includes ‘“mass
surveillance, tracking intelligence, and internet censorship to the use of social
credit systems, augmented data-collection capabilities, and big data” (Lydia Khalil,
2020).

It is pertinent to note here that Pakistani people have accepted the towering
presence of English, even though they do not have proper facilities to access the
appropriate sources of learning this language. Similarly, irrespective of their
personal interaction, they will accept and attempt to learn Chinese. In this way,
they do welcome the “Chinese Dream”, which promises peace for other societies,
prosperity and mutual benefits for emerging countries, like Pakistan.

Conclusion

This research study aimed at investigating the factors that are responsible
for growing interest of Pakistanis towards learning Chinese language during
Covid-19. Using the Likert scale, the attitudes of the learners towards the status
and scope of Chinese language showed their enthusiasm for learning the language,
despite the onset of the pandemic, general feelings of hostility towards Chinese,
their language and culture around the globe. In Pakistan this keenness for Chinese
language increased after China became the signifier of all that is diseased. Due to
China’s heroic acts, the analysis of the study reveals that CPEC (part of the Belt
and Road Initiative, BRI), its respective jobs, and Chinese scholarships have led to
the motivations behind learning Chinese language. Moreover, majority of the
respondents believed that Chinese language learning has more scope, in terms of
technological advancements, than English. This is in spite of the pandemic having
its roots tied to China, and later its successfully eradicating it, and continuing to
provide assistance to other countries. Having said this, some of the respondents
expressed their concerns about the indigenous languages being further over-
shadowed due to the addition of the Chinese language. In this case, the government
should take steps to preserve the indigenous languages. Equal standardization
stands as a realistic solution to maintain the importance of indigenous languages
along with Chinese language learning. In hindsight, China is taking a powerful
stance in terms of its socio-political policies, its approach to the pandemic and its
prompt support to the third-world countries, including Pakistan. Therefore,
considering the popularity of the language, it is likely that in competing with
English the Chinese language will place itself at an unwavering position within the
linguistic landscape of Pakistan, in the future ahead.
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