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1. Program BS Political Science 

2. Title Research Methodology 

3. Semester 5
th
  

4. Code PS 305 

5. Rating 03 Credit Hours 

6. Type Core Course 

7. Prerequisites  
8. Introduction Research is a baseline for understanding various phenomenon of Political Science.  For the 

purpose it is necessary to have complete understanding of the basic concepts of scientific 

method of Research.  This course is based on the conceptual understanding that’s why it 

incorporates the fundamental aspects of research.  

 
9. Objectives  To develop research orientation among the students to acquaint them with 

fundamentals of research method. 
 To develop understanding of the basic framework of the research process. 

 To develop understanding of various research designs and techniques. 

 To develop an understanding of the ethnical dimension of conducting research.  

10. Contents  

Week Contents 
Week 1 Research theoretical perspective 

 Introductory lecture,   

 What is Science and Scientific Study. 

 Operational definition of Research. 

 Purpose of Research / types of research. 

 
Week 2-3 Approaches to study research in political science. 

 Positivist school of thought   

 Post Positivist school of thought 

 Marxist Approach 

 
Week 4-5 Elements of Scientific thinking 

 Concepts   

 Theory as a guide to research inquiry 

 Variables 

 Hypothesis / Premises / Preposition / Research Question 

 Observation 

 
Week 6-7-8  Academic Writing 

 Development of an argument 

 Reviewing the literature / kinds – techniques 

 How to make title 

 Development of critical thinking  

 How to write an abstract? 

 Article / Report / Thesis Writing 
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Week 9 Mid Term Exams 

Week 10-11-

12 
Research Design 

 Introduction of Qualitative Research Design 

 Introduction of Quantitative Research Design 

 Introduction of Mixed Method 

 
Week 13-14 Use of Library and means of Data Collection 

 Introduction of various methods used in library. 

 It would be a Workshop to understand basic mechanism, how to 

use computer and cards system to find out literature. 

 Use of J. Store / Searching techniques 

Week 15-16 Understanding Citation Styles. 
 APA Referencing Style. 

 Cambridge Citation Style. 

Week 17 Research Ethics. 
 Plagiarism Policy. 

Week 18 Final Term Exams 

 
 

11. Outcome After completing this course, students will be able to understand the basic concepts of 

research.  They will also be able to differentiate between research write-up and an ordinary 

piece of writing.  
The course will also able the student to conduct research while considering research ethics.  

The awareness about plagiarism – Policy will make students conscious conducting original 

research. 
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