A Science of Society I

BSU103 Semester 1 Credit Hours 03

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course will introduce students to the study of the modern society, state, law, knowledge
and selfhood. While retaining a focus on Pakistani state and society, students will encounter
theoretical concepts and methods from numerous social science disciplines, including
economics, politics, anthropology, psychology and sociology, and learn to think theoretically by
drawing on examples and case studies from our own social context. Students will be introduced
to the works of prominent social theorists from both western and non-western contexts.
Instruction will include the use of written texts, audio-visual aids and field visits.

II. OVERALL STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Cultivation of critical thinking, the ability to ask questions, engage in reasoned debate and
tolerance of opposing points of view Nurturing of oral and written skills, as well as creative and
innovative traits more generally.

III. ASSESSMENT:

Following is the assessment criteria:

Formative Assessments (25%) and summative assessments (75%) will both be employed.
Formative assessments include a two page, take-home fortnightly review of compulsory class
readings (10%); group debates (10%); and overall class participation (5%). Summative
assessments include a mid-term examination to be conducted in the 8t week of the semester
(25%); and a final examination at the end of the course (50%).

IV. CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM:

[t is expected that all assignments represent original work not previously or simultaneously
handed in for credit in another course. Cheating, plagiarism, or any other violations of the
honour code will be dealt with seriously.

1. Module 1: Society

1.1  Social Science and Modernity

1.2 Major social phenomena in the modern world that we seek to explain: class,
gender, ethnicity, caste, and nation.

1.3 How do various social science/humanities explain societal structures
(socialization) and human behavior (choices & action)?

2. Module 2: State

2.1 The Modern State and Colonialism

2.2 Nations as Constructed Entities

2.3 Theorizing state in Pakistan and beyond

3 Module 3: Economy

3.1 Defining ‘the economy’. What exactly is the modern economy? We explore how
economists have answered this question.

3.2 Economic Sociology - putting the social back into the economic. We look at how
sociologists have studied the economy and contrast this with what we learned
from the week before

3.3 The Informal Economy. The term ‘informal’ is often used to describe much of
Pakistan’s economy. We discover what scholars mean by the formal/informal
distinction, how informal economies function, and how they might be expected
to evolve over time

4. Module 4: Self

4.1  Understanding Structure and Agency

4.2 Ideology and Subjectivity

4.3 Who Counts as a ‘Self’? Liberalism and the Problem of Non-Persons



5. History/Knowledge

5.1  OnKnowledge/Power
5.2 Colonial Histories and their Present
5.3  Alternative Ways of Knowing
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