A Science of Society-II
BSU108 2nd Semester Credit Hours 03

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course extends us our study of modernity to important thematic concerns and processes
of social change in Pakistan from the time of formal independence through to the present day.
We start with our inheritance from British colonial rule, and will work through subjects like
Green Revolution and Gulf migrations, the role of religion in society/polity, democracy,
urbanization and individuation, ending with important questions and challenges facing
Pakistan in the 21st century. Our theoretical engagements will be more contemporary, allowing
us to both complement and critique the classical theories encountered in the 1st half of the
course. Instruction will once again involve the use of written texts, audio-visual aids and field
visits.

II. OVERALL STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

1. Cultivation of critical thinking, the ability to ask questions, engage in reasoned debate and
tolerance of opposing points of view

2. Recognition of difference between objective identification of empirical facts, and subjective
formulation of opinionated arguments

3. Ability to undertake meaningful analytical comparison across distinct historical-geographical
terrain, both within societies and between nation-states

4. Nurturing of oral and written skills, as well as creative and innovative traits more generally

III. ASSESSMENT:

As in the first semester, formative (25%) and summative assessments (75%) will be employed.
The only difference will be in the summative assessments whereby a take home research paper
can be substituted for the mid-term exam (25%); the final examination will still constitute the
bulk of the assessment (50%).

V. CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM:

[t is expected that all assignments represent original work not previously or simultaneously
handed in for credit in another course. Cheating, plagiarism, or any other violations of the
honour code will be dealt with seriously.

Course Outline
Module 1: The Colonial Inheritance
1.1  Introduction to the course
1.2 Landed power & and countryside
1.3 Civil/Military bureaucracies, the law and the citizen-subject
1.4 The making of Muslim Nationalism

Module 2: A Changing Society
2.1 What is development? Green Revolution, Gulf migrations, urbanization &
inequality
2.2 Democracy, and the role of religion in society & the polity
2.3 Gender & Power
2.4 Individuation
Module 3: Pakistan in the 21stcentury
3.1 The youth bulge



3.2 Eco-systems in disrepair: the challenge of a sustainable development model
3.3 Digital technology and a changing lifeworld
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