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Z-4706 Principles of Palaeontology(Lab.)      Cr: (1) 
 

Introduction: 

The course will include an overview of important fossil groups with hands-on experience and a field 

trip. The laboratory course is designed to introduce students to some of the common fossils that as a 

palaeontologist you could encounter. 
 

Course Objectives: 

Students should be able to identify fossils at least to the level of phylum.  

Students should be able to identify basic rocks.  
 

Course Learning Outcomes: 
On completion of the course, the students will be able to; 

1. Acquiretheoretical knowledge about prehistoric life at different stages of Geological Time Scale.  

2. Comparedifferent oesteology of vertebrate groups. 

3. Collectthe fossils from field  

4. Evaluatethe palaeocology and palaeoenvironment associated with different faunal elements. 
 

Course Contents: 

Study of rocks (Igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic rocks); Identification and classification of 

vertebrates and invertebrate fossils; Study of molds, casts, pseudomorphs, petrified fossils, imprints, 

foot prints and coprolites; Study of vertebrate fossils of evolutionary importance e.g. Horses, 

Elephants, Primates and Camels.  
 

Teaching-Learning Strategies 

Teaching will be a combination of class lectures, class discussions, and group work. Short videos 

/films will be shown on occasion. 
 

Assignments 

The sessional work will be a combination of written assignments, class quizzes, presentation, and class 

participation/attendance.  
 

Assessments and Examination 

Sessional Work:   25 marks 

Midterm Exam:   35 marks 

Final term Exam:   40 marks 
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