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Program Ph.D. Islamic Studies

Duration 5 Years Semesters 10 Credit hours 18
Department Sheikh Zayed Islamic Centre

Faculty Islamic Studies

Introduction to the Sheikh Zayed Islamic Centre

In an effort to streamline the teaching and research of Qur’anic Studies and Arabic
Studies while strengthening the fraternal bonds between the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) and Pakistan, the late His Highness Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al-Nahyan, the
former President of the UAE and Ruler of Abu Dhabi, initiated the establishment of three
identical Islamic Centres in Karachi, Lahore, and Peshawar. He emphasized the
importance of breaking away from conventional approaches and aligning these studies
with advancements in modern science and technology. The integration of Computer
Science into Qur’anic and Arabic Studies is crucial to addressing contemporary
challenges. His Highness demonstrated remarkable foresight in envisioning the future.
The combination of Qur’anic studies and computer technology is an ideal approach that
can enhance precision in reasoning and clarity in presentation for scholars who receive
education at these Centres. This meets a critical need within the Ummah, as Islam is a
universal religion, and The Holy Qur’an is the ultimate source of wisdom. The scientific
study of The Holy Qur’an aims to dispel misconceptions and present Islam as a solution
to contemporary issues. These Centres were established and equipped by the
Government of the United Arab Emirates. In 1985, the Government of Pakistan assumed
full financial and administrative responsibility for these three Centres, in line with the
universities' academic autonomy. In recognition of His Highness Sheikh Zayed Bin
Sultan Al-Nahyan's generous gesture, these Centres were named after him and are now
known as "Sheikh Zayed Islamic Centres."

Vision

The vision of the Sheikh Zayed Islamic Centre is to enlighten students with the authentic
essence of Islamic thought and knowledge. Its vision is to foster a deeper comprehension
of the Islamic belief system. It is intended to produce scholars who are equipped with a
deeper understanding of Islamic Sciences on one hand and have a command on modern
technological tools for better communication. This will be transformed through a rich
blend of conventional Islamic sciences and IT courses.

Mission

The primary objective of the Sheikh Zayed Islamic Centre (SZIC) is to make a
meaningful and positive contribution to society by offering comprehensive Islamic
education and conducting research that effectively addresses contemporary challenges.
We are dedicated to instilling Islamic values, social ethics, morals, and practical skills in
our students. Our goal is to equip them to actively participate in the creation of a united,
proud, and self-sufficient Muslim community. Within our centre, we provide students
with the opportunity to study a curriculum rooted in classical Islamic sciences, which has
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been thoughtfully adapted to the needs of our modern era. Our aim is to revive the true
essence of education and establish our institution as a renowned hub for world-class
research, teaching, and an enriching learning environment. Our exceptional faculty
members lead research initiatives that contribute to the comprehensive development of
our students. We aspire to empower our students with the knowledge and skills
necessary to convey and practice Islam with a deep understanding, compassion, patience,
and respect for religious diversity. Furthermore, we are committed to promoting
harmony among various religions and sects within society by fostering tolerance, respect,
and consideration, regardless of differing beliefs and attitudes. Our curriculum is based
on the fundamental branches of Islamic studies such as Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, and Islamic
theology. To create a curriculum that bridges allied subjects across disciplines, courses
have been integrated from natural sciences, social sciences, humanities, and modern
communication tools. This comprehensive study plan is designed to enhance graduates'
employability in the job market.

At advanced levels, the center offers exclusive and specialized programs in Islamic Studies.

Core Values

Academic Rigor and Excellence:

Striving for academic excellence in Islamic studies by upholding rigorous standards of
research, scholarship, and teaching, ensuring that students receive the highest quality
education.

Relevance and Adaptability:

Embracing modern approaches to teaching and research in Islamic studies, ensuring that
the curriculum remains relevant to contemporary challenges and global contexts.
Diversity and Inclusivity:

Fostering an inclusive and diverse learning environment that welcomes students and
scholars from various backgrounds and perspectives, promoting tolerance and
understanding.

Ethical and Moral Integrity:

Emphasizing the importance of ethical and moral values in Islamic teachings, with a
commitment to instill compassion, justice, and social responsibility in students.
Interdisciplinary Collaboration:

Encouraging collaboration and integration of Islamic studies with other academic
disciplines, recognizing the interconnectedness of knowledge and the value of
interdisciplinary research.

Introduction of the Program PH.D. Islamic Studies

The Ph.D. Program in Islamic Studies offers an academic endeavor dedicated to the
scholarly exploration of Islam's diverse dimensions. This program serves as a robust
platform for advanced research and critical analysis in the realms of Islamic theology,
history, and contemporary discourse. With a focus on fostering interdisciplinary dialogue
and intellectual curiosity, our program invites students to explore deep into the rich
tapestry of Islamic thought and practice. Through rigorous inquiry and scholarly
engagement, we aim to cultivate a nuanced understanding of Islam's past, present, and
future, empowering scholars to make meaningful contributions to the global discourse on
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religion and society.

Key Features

Embedded within the Ph.D. Program in Islamic Studies are pivotal courses precisely
crafted to enrich students' comprehension of Islamic thought, tradition, and
contemporary relevance. These courses serve as the cornerstone of the curriculum,
offering a comprehensive exploration of fundamental disciplines and emergent themes
that define the landscape of Islamic scholarship. From the intricate sciences of the Quran
to the critical examination of modern philosophical currents, each course equips students
with essential insights and analytical tools vital for navigating the intricate tapestry of
Islamic discourse amidst the complexities of the contemporary era. In this section, we
explore into the distinctive features of several foundational courses, illuminating their
profound impact on shaping the academic odyssey of aspiring scholars in the realm of
Islamic Studies. The key features for each of the mentioned courses:

1. Uloom ul Qur’an:

e Comprehensive study of the sciences of the Quran, encompassing its revelation,
compilation, and interpretation.

e Exploration of methodologies for Quranic exegesis (Tafsir), including linguistic,
historical, and theological approaches.

e Analysis of thematic and structural elements of the Quran, fostering a deep
understanding of its message and relevance.

2. llm ul Kalam:

e Exploration of theological discourse in Islam, with a focus on rational
argumentation (kalam) and doctrinal developments.

e Examination of key theological concepts and controversies, including the nature
of God, free will, and predestination.

e Analysis of classical and modern schools of Kalam, evaluating their theological
methodologies and implications for Islamic thought.

3. Islam and Modern Thoughts:

e Investigation of the encounter between Islamic tradition and modern intellectual
currents, including Western philosophy, science, and political theory.

e Critical examination of key philosophical and ideological movements shaping
modern thought, such as liberalism, Marxism, and postcolonialism.

e Exploration of responses from Islamic scholars and intellectuals to the challenges
and opportunities posed by modernity.
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4.Textual Study of Usul ul Figh:

e In-depth study of the principles of Islamic jurisprudence, focusing on
methodologies for deriving legal rulings from primary sources (Quran, Hadith,
consensus, analogy).

e Analysis of classical and contemporary works on Usul al-Figh, with an emphasis
on theoretical frameworks and practical applications.

e Examination of the role of custom, public interest (maslahah), and legal maxims
(gawa'id al-fighiyyah) in Islamic legal reasoning.

5. Islam and Contemporary ljtihadi Issues:

e Examination of contemporary legal and ethical issues facing Muslim
communities, informed by Islamic jurisprudence (Figh) and legal reasoning
(Ijtihad).

e Analysis of current social, political, and technological developments considering
Islamic principles and values.

e Engagement with diverse perspectives and scholarly debates on topics such as
bioethics, human rights, and environmental stewardship.

6. Critical Analysis of Contemporary Western Literature about Islam:

e Advanced Analytical Skills: Enhancing proficiency in critical reading, analysis,
and interpretation of English texts on Islam, spanning academic literature,
primary sources, and contemporary media.

e Evaluation of Arguments: Developing the ability to evaluate arguments, identify
rhetorical strategies, and discern underlying assumptions within Western
representations of Islam.

e Application of Critical Thinking: Applying critical thinking skills to engage with
complex ideas and communicate effectively in both written and oral forms,
fostering meaningful contributions to scholarly discourse on Islam in Western
literature.

Objectives of the Program

The precisely crafted curriculum at the Sheikh Zayed Islamic Centre (SZIC) is designed
to yield graduates with a diverse skill set, a profound understanding of Islamic principles,
and the ability to navigate the complexities of the modern world. The objectives of the
Ph.D. Program in Islamic Studies serve as guiding principles, shaping the academic
journey of students, and defining the program's overarching goals. Rooted in a
commitment to scholarly advancement, interdisciplinary exploration, and ethical
engagement, these objectives provide a framework for cultivating critical thinking,
research excellence, and global citizenship among students. Through a combination of
rigorous scholarship, cross-cultural dialogue, and professional development, the program
aims to empower students to contribute meaningfully to the academic discourse
surrounding Islam and to promote understanding and cooperation in an increasingly
interconnected world.

1. Scholarly Advancement: To advance scholarly knowledge through original
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research, contributing new insights, and expanding the academic discourse within
Islamic Studies.

2. Interdisciplinary Exploration: To encourage exploration across disciplines such
as history, theology, philosophy, and sociology to provide a comprehensive
understanding of Islam.

3. Critical Analysis: To cultivate critical thinking skills enabling students to
analyze and evaluate diverse sources of information, arguments, and
interpretations related to Islam.

4. Research Excellence: To foster research excellence by equipping students with
methodological tools and scholarly rigor necessary for conducting high-quality
research projects.

5. Cross-Cultural Dialogue: To promote cross-cultural dialogue and understanding
by exploring interactions between Islam and other religious, cultural, and
intellectual traditions.

6. Ethical Scholarship: To emphasize integrity, honesty, and accountability in
academic research and dissemination, upholding ethical standards and respecting
diverse perspectives.

7. Professional Development: To support students' professional development by
providing opportunities for skill-building, networking, and career preparation.

8. Global Engagement: To cultivate a sense of global citizenship, empowering
students to engage meaningfully with global issues and promote intercultural
understanding and cooperation.

Market Need / Rationale of the Program

The market needs or rationale for the Ph.D. program in Islamic Studies is multifaceted
and arises from several key factors:

1. Global Interest and Relevance: There is a growing global interest in
understanding Islam and its diverse dimensions, driven by geopolitical
developments, cultural exchanges, and the increasing presence of Muslim
communities worldwide. This interest underscores the need for rigorous
academic study and research in Islamic Studies to provide nuanced insights and
foster greater understanding.

2. Demand for Qualified Scholars: There is a demand for qualified scholars and
researchers who possess advanced knowledge and expertise in Islamic Studies.
These scholars play a vital role in academia, research institutions, policy think
tanks, interfaith dialogue initiatives, and various sectors requiring insights into
Islamic thought, culture, and society.

3. Interdisciplinary Exploration: The interdisciplinary nature of the Ph.D.
program allows for a comprehensive exploration of Islam, integrating
perspectives from fields such as history, theology, philosophy, sociology,
anthropology, and cultural studies. This interdisciplinary approach is essential for
gaining a holistic understanding of Islam and its interactions with other religious,
cultural, and intellectual traditions.

4. Promotion of Cross-Cultural Dialogue: The program fosters cross-cultural
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dialogue and understanding by examining the intersections between Islam and
other religious, cultural, and intellectual traditions. This emphasis on dialogue
and mutual understanding is crucial for promoting peaceful coexistence, fostering
empathy, and addressing misconceptions and stereotypes.

5. Ethical Engagement and Global Citizenship: The program emphasizes ethical
scholarship and global citizenship, instilling values of integrity, honesty, and
accountability in academic research and dissemination. Graduates are equipped to
engage ethically and responsibly with diverse perspectives, contribute positively
to society, and promote intercultural understanding and cooperation on a global
scale.

In summary, the Ph.D. program in Islamic Studies addresses a significant market need by
providing advanced training for scholars and researchers who can contribute to academic
scholarship, cross-cultural understanding, and global cooperation in the field of Islamic
Studies.

Admission Eligibility Criteria

e Minimum 18 years of study

e Study Program/Subject: Islamic Studies
e 45%/2.00 CGPA

e PU AHS (PU admission test+ Interview)
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Formative & Summative Assessment (Sheikh Zayed Islamic Centre, PU)
Sr. No. Elements Weightage Details
1. Midterm 35% Written Assessment at the mid-point of
Assessment the semester.
2. Formative 25% Continuous assessment includes
Assessment Classroom participation, assignments,
presentations, viva voce, attitude and
behavior, hands-on activities, short tests,
projects, practical, reflections, readings,
quizzes etc.
3. Final 40% Written Examination at the end of the
Assessment semester. It is mostly in the form of a
test, but owing to the nature of the course
the teacher may assess their students
based on term paper, research proposal
development, field work report writing
etc.
Scheme of Study
Seriall Course Subject Title Credit
No | Code Hours
1 ISL.801 | Uloom ul Qur’an 3
2 ISL.802 | ‘Iim al-Kalam 3
3 ISL.803 | Islam and Modern Thoughts 3
4 ISL.804 | Textual Study of Usul ul Figh 3
5 ISL.805 | Islam and Contemporary ljtihadi Issues 3
6 ISL.806 | Critical Analysis of Contemporary Western Literature about 3
Islam
Total Credit 18
Hours
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Semester Breakup

15t Semester Credit Hours-9
SR Course _ Credit
Number] Code Course Title Hours
1 ISL.801 | Uloom ul Qur’an 3
2 ISL.802 | ‘Ilm al-Kalam 3
3 ISL.803 | Islam and Modern Thoughts 3
2nd Semester Credit Hours- 9
SR Course _ Credit
Number|  Code Course Title Hours
1 ISL.804 | Textual Study of Usul ul Figh 3
2 ISL.805 | Islam and Contemporary ljtihadi Issues 3
3 ISL.806 | Critical Analysis of Contemporary Western 3
Literature about Islam
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Sheikh Zayed Islamic Centre
University of the Punjab, Lahore

Course Outline

. . Course | ISL- Credit
Program Ph.D. Islamic Studies Code | 801 Hours 3
(OLIIE-MNI{E Uloom ul Qur’an Semester |

Course Introduction

In this course of Uloom ul Qur'an, students will explore into advanced topics essential
for understanding the nuances and intricacies of Quranic sciences. It explores the
principles and methodologies behind the interpretation of the Quran, focusing on the
causes of misinterpretation due to linguistic ambiguities and contextual
misunderstandings, particularly stemming from the rules of Arabic syntax and
semantics. Students explore into the significance of profound Quranic themes and
occasions, analyzing their historical and contextual relevance. Additionally, the course
covers the principles of elucidating the Quranic text through the study of its linguistic
aspects and rhetorical devices, as well as the science of pauses and beginnings,
highlighting their importance in understanding the Quran's message accurately.
Through rigorous study and analysis, students will gain a deep understanding of the
fundamental principles of Quranic sciences and develop advanced skills in interpreting
and contextualizing the divine message of the Quran.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course, students will be able:

1. To develop a comprehensive understanding of the principles and methodologies
underlying Quranic interpretation, including the rules of Arabic syntax and
semantics, linguistic analysis, and contextual interpretation, enabling them to
critically engage with and analyze various interpretations of the Quran.

2. Through the study of causes of misinterpretation, particularly stemming from
linguistic ambiguities and contextual misunderstandings, students will develop
the ability to identify and critically evaluate instances of misinterpretation in
Quranic exegesis, fostering a deeper appreciation of the importance of accurate
interpretation in understanding the Quran's message.

3. Students will gain proficiency in advanced Quranic sciences such as 'llm al-
Wujuh wal-Nazair (the science of Quranic themes and occasions) and 'llm al-
Wagf wal-1btida (the science of pauses and beginnings), enabling them to
analyze profound Quranic themes, occasions, and rhetorical devices, and apply
them effectively in interpreting and contextualizing the Quranic text.

Course Content
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Teaching Learning Strategies

Throughout the courses, lectures and cooperative learning methods will be used.
Students will work in small groups, discuss class readings, emphasize interaction
with ideas, and come up with questions that will lead the discussion toward deeper
understanding of the readings.

Assignment Types and Numbers

Class Participation, Minor and Major Assignments

Major Assignments:

1. Analysis of Articles Based on Academic Writing Standards Discussed in the
Classroom.

2. Research Proposal Writing

3. Book/Article Review

Assessment and Examination

Sr. No. Elements Weightage Details
1. Midterm 35% Written Assessment at the mid-point of the
Assessment semester.
2. Formative 25% Continuous assessment includes Classroom
Assessment participation, assignments, presentations,

viva voce, attitude and behavior, direct
activities, short tests, projects, practical,
reflections, readings, quizzes etc.

3. Final 40% Written Examination at the end of the
Assessment semester. It is mostly in the form of a test,
but owing to the nature of the course the
teacher may assess their students based on
term paper, research proposal development,
field work and report writing etc.

12
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Sheikh Zayed Islamic Centre
University of the Punjab, Lahore

Course Outline

Program | Ph.D. Islamic Studies | COUr® | isL-gop | Credit 3
Code Hours
I gHN M ‘Ilm al-Kalam Semester |

Course Introduction

This comprehensive course explores into the complex world of Islamic theology and its
most critical issues. Embarking on a transformative journey, students will deepen their
understanding of fundamental theological concepts, engage in critical analysis of
theological debates, and explore diverse perspectives and interpretations within the
Islamic framework. Through rigorous study and intellectual inquiry, students will gain
a comprehensive understanding of the multifaceted nature of Islam and its intricate
theological nuances. Armed with newfound knowledge and skills, students will be
well-equipped to tackle contemporary theological challenges in today's world.

Learning Outcomes

On the completion of the course, the students will:
1. To shed light on the importance of theology in Muslim intellectual history.
2. The introduction of distinctive schools of Islamic theology.
3. To present logical arguments for the refutation of the arguments of atheists.

Course Content
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Teaching Learning Strategies

Throughout the courses, lectures and cooperative learning methods will be used.
Students will work in small groups, discuss class readings, emphasize interaction
with ideas, and come up with questions that will lead the discussion toward deeper
understanding of the readings.

Assignment Types and Numbers

Class Participation, Minor and Major Assignments

Major Assignments:

1. Analysis of Articles Based on Academic Writing Standards Discussed in the
Classroom.

2. Research Proposal Writing

3. Book/Article Review

Assessment and Examination

Sr. No. Elements Weightage Details
1. Midterm 35% Written Assessment at the mid-point of the
Assessment semester.
2. Formative 25% Continuous assessment includes Classroom
Assessment participation, assignments, presentations,

viva voce, attitude and behavior, direct
activities, short tests, projects, practical,
reflections, readings, quizzes etc.

3. Final 40% Written Examination at the end of the
Assessment semester. It is mostly in the form of a test,
but owing to the nature of the course the
teacher may assess their students based on
term paper, research proposal development,
field work and report writing etc.
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Sheikh Zayed Islamic Centre
University of the Punjab, Lahore

Course Outline

. . Course | ISL- Credit
Program Ph.D. Islamic Studies Code | 803 Hours 3
(SOl SCRNICI |slam and Modern Thoughts Semester I

Course Introduction

This course offers a comprehensive exploration of Islam in the context of modern
thought, examining its interaction with Greek, Roman, and Christian civilizations, as
well as pivotal movements such as the Renaissance, rationalism, modernism, and
globalization. Students will explore into the historical, philosophical, and cultural
dimensions of these civilizations and movements, analyzing their impact on Islamic
thought and society. Furthermore, the course investigates the repercussions of different
revolutions, including the French Revolution, communist revolutions, and American
Revolution, on the Muslim Ummah, considering their socio-political, economic, and
ideological implications. Through critical analysis and interdisciplinary study, students
will gain a nuanced understanding of the complex dynamics between Islam and
modernity, fostering insights into contemporary challenges facing the Muslim world.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course, students will be able:

1. To acquire a thorough understanding of how Islam has engaged with and
responded to major intellectual movements and civilizations such as Greek,
Roman, and Christian thought, as well as pivotal epochs like the Renaissance,
rationalism, modernism, and globalization.

2. Through the study of various revolutions, including the French Revolution,
communist revolutions, and the American Revolution, students will develop the
ability to critically analyze their socio-political, economic, and ideological
effects on the Muslim Ummah, discerning both challenges and opportunities
presented by these transformative events.

3. By exploring the complex dynamics between Islam and modernity, students
will gain insights into contemporary challenges confronting the Muslim world,
including issues related to identity, socio-political reform, globalization, and the
tensions between tradition and modernity. This understanding will equip them
with the knowledge and analytical skills necessary for navigating and
addressing these challenges effectively.

Course Content
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Textbooks/ Reading Material
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Briffault, Robert, The Making of Humanity
J. A., Schumpeter, Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy
Sorokin, Pitirim A. The Crises of Our Age.
Fred Morrow Fling, Greek and Roman Civilization: With an Introduction to the Source
Study Method,
Edward Gibbon, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (1776-88),
Huntington, Samuel P. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order.
Allama M. Igbal. The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, (Igbal Academy
Lahore).
Albert Hourani, Arabic Thought in the Liberal Age.
Carl W. Ernst, Following Muhammad: Rethinking Islam in the Contemporary World
Masud, Muhammad Khalid, Armando Salvatore, and Martin van Bruinessen, Islam and
Modernity: Key Issues and Debates
Donohue, John J. and John L. Esposito, Islam in Transition: Muslim Perspectives
Safi, Omid, ed., Progressive Muslims: On Justice, Gender and Pluralism
Women and gender in Islam: Historical roots of a modern debate. New Haven &
London: Yale University Press.
Sayyed Hossein Nasr, Islam and west (2004)
M. Asad, Islam at the Cross Road.
Brill’s Encyclopedia of the Qur’an
Brill’s Encyclopedia of Islam, Second and Third Editions
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Teaching Learning Strategies

Throughout the courses, lectures and cooperative learning methods will be used.
Students will work in small groups, discuss class readings, emphasize interaction
with ideas, and come up with questions that will lead the discussion toward deeper
understanding of the readings.

Assignment Types and Numbers

Class Participation, Minor and Major Assignments

Major Assignments:

1. Analysis of Articles Based on Academic Writing Standards Discussed in the
Classroom.

2. Research Proposal Writing

3. Book/Article Review

Assessment and Examination

Sr. No. Elements Weightage Details
1. Midterm 35% Written Assessment at the mid-point of the
Assessment semester.
2. Formative 25% Continuous assessment includes Classroom
Assessment participation, assignments, presentations,

viva voce, attitude and behavior, direct
activities, short tests, projects, practical,
reflections, readings, quizzes etc.

3. Final 40% Written Examination at the end of the
Assessment semester. It is mostly in the form of a test,
but owing to the nature of the course the
teacher may assess their students based on
term paper, research proposal development,
field work and report writing etc.
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Sheikh Zayed Islamic Centre

University of the Punjab, Lahore
Course Outline

. . Course | ISL- Credit
Program Ph.D. Islamic Studies Code | 804 Hours 3

SOl SRR Textual Study of Usul ul Figh Semester I

Course Introduction

In this course of Usul al-Figh, students will acquire an in-depth examination of the
foundational principles and methodologies of Islamic jurisprudence. Students engage
with primary texts of Usul al-Figh, delving into classical works by eminent scholars.
Through rigorous study and analysis, students explore the theoretical frameworks,
sources of Islamic law, methods of legal reasoning, and principles of jurisprudential
interpretation elucidated in these foundational texts. Additionally, the course provides
opportunities for critical engagement with contemporary scholarship on Usul al-Figh,
enabling students to apply classical principles to contemporary legal and ethical
challenges within the Islamic tradition. Through this advanced study, students develop
expertise in Usul al-Figh and contribute to scholarly discourse in the field of Islamic
jurisprudence.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

1. To attain a comprehensive understanding of classical Usul al-Figh texts
authored by eminent scholars such as Imam al-Shafi'i, Imam Abu Hanifa, Imam
Malik, and Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, among others. Through close reading and
analysis, students will grasp the theoretical frameworks, methodologies, and
principles of jurisprudence articulated in these foundational texts.

2. By studying classical Usul al-Figh texts, students will develop advanced skills
in legal reasoning and jurisprudential interpretation. They will learn to apply
various methods of legal deduction, analogical reasoning, and juristic principles
to derive legal rulings from primary sources, thereby enhancing their ability to
engage critically with complex legal issues within the Islamic tradition.

3. Equipped with a deep understanding of classical Usul al-Figh, students will be
equipped to contribute meaningfully to contemporary jurisprudential discourse.
They will engage with contemporary scholarship on Usul al-Figh, synthesizing
classical principles with modern contexts and debates, and offering informed
insights into legal and ethical challenges facing Muslim communities today.

Course Content
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Teaching Learning Strategies

Throughout the courses, lectures and cooperative learning methods will be used.
Students will work in small groups, discuss class readings, emphasize interaction
with ideas, and come up with questions that will lead the discussion toward deeper
understanding of the readings.

Assignment Types and Numbers

Class Participation, Minor and Major Assignments

Major Assignments:

1. Analysis of Articles Based on Academic Writing Standards Discussed in the
Classroom.

2. Research Proposal Writing

3. Book/Article Review

Assessment and Examination

Sr. No. Elements Weightage Details
1. Midterm 35% Written Assessment at the mid-point of the
Assessment semester.
2. Formative 25% Continuous assessment includes Classroom
Assessment participation, assignments, presentations,

viva voce, attitude and behavior, direct
activities, short tests, projects, practical,
reflections, readings, quizzes etc.

3. Final 40% Written Examination at the end of the
Assessment semester. It is mostly in the form of a test,
but owing to the nature of the course the
teacher may assess their students based on
term paper, research proposal development,
field work and report writing etc.
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Sheikh Zayed Islamic Centre
University of the Punjab, Lahore

Course Outline

. . Course | ISL- Credit
Program Ph.D. Islamic Studies Code | 805 Hours 3
SOl RN |slam and Contemporary ljtihadi Issues Semester I

Course Introduction

This course explores into the intricate realm of contemporary ijtihadi issues within the
framework of Islamic jurisprudence. It navigates through the complexities of modern-
day challenges faced by Muslim societies, offering a nuanced understanding of how
traditional legal principles can be applied to address contemporary ethical, social, and
legal dilemmas. Through critical analysis and engagement with primary sources,
students explore a diverse range of issues such as bioethics, technology, human rights,
finance, and governance, among others. By examining both classical and contemporary
perspectives, students develop the skills necessary to navigate the dynamic landscape
of ijtihad in the modern world, contributing to informed and ethical decision-making
within the Islamic legal tradition.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course, students will be able:

1. To develop the ability to critically analyze a variety of contemporary ijtihadi
issues facing Muslim societies, including but not limited to bioethics,
technology, human rights, finance, and governance. Through engagement with
primary sources and scholarly literature, students will gain insight into the
complexities of these issues and understand how they intersect with Islamic
jurisprudence.

2. By studying traditional legal principles and methodologies, students will learn
how to apply them to contemporary challenges. They will develop the skills
necessary to derive legal rulings and ethical guidance from Islamic sources,
adapting these principles to address the complexities of modern-day dilemmas in
a manner consistent with Islamic ethics and values.

3. Through the exploration of contemporary ijtihadi issues, students will develop
the capacity to contribute to informed decision-making within Muslim
communities and broader society. They will be equipped to engage in
discussions and debates surrounding these issues, offering thoughtful insights

and perspectives grounded in Islamic jurisprudence and ethical principles.

Course Content
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Teaching Learning Strategies

Throughout the courses, lectures and cooperative learning methods will be used.
Students will work in small groups, discuss class readings, emphasize interaction
with ideas, and come up with questions that will lead the discussion toward deeper
understanding of the readings.

Assignment Types and Numbers

Class Participation, Minor and Major Assignments

Major Assignments:

1. Analysis of Articles Based on Academic Writing Standards Discussed in the
Classroom.

2. Research Proposal Writing

3. Book/Article Review

Assessment and Examination

Sr. No. Elements Weightage Details
1. Midterm 35% Written Assessment at the mid-point of the
Assessment semester.
2. Formative 25% Continuous assessment includes Classroom
Assessment participation, assignments, presentations,

viva voce, attitude and behavior, direct
activities, short tests, projects, practical,
reflections, readings, quizzes etc.

3. Final 40% Written Examination at the end of the
Assessment semester. It is mostly in the form of a test,
but owing to the nature of the course the
teacher may assess their students based on
term paper, research proposal development,
field work and report writing etc.
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Sheikh Zayed Islamic Centre
University of the Punjab, Lahore

Course Outline

. . Course | ISL- Credit
Program Ph.D. Islamic Studies Code | 806 Hours 3

Critical Analysis of Contemporary Western

Literature about Islam Semester | Il

Course Title

Course Introduction

This course explores deeply into the critical analysis of modern Western literature
pertaining to Islam, interrogating its historical, cultural, and political contexts. Students
engage with a wide spectrum of texts, including academic scholarship, media
representations, literary works, and political discourse, employing advanced theoretical
frameworks such as postcolonial theory, critical race theory, and cultural studies to
deconstruct prevailing narratives and uncover underlying power dynamics and
ideological agendas. Through rigorous examination and interdisciplinary inquiry,
students explore how Western constructions of Islam have evolved over time,
examining themes of identity, representation, othering, and the impact of colonial
legacies on contemporary perceptions. The course encourages students to contribute
original research that advances understanding of the complex interplay between
Western discourses and Islam, fostering critical scholarship that challenges stereotypes,
fosters mutual understanding, and promotes dialogue across cultures.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

1. Develop advanced critical analysis skills to deconstruct and interrogate
representations of Islam in modern Western literature, including identifying
underlying biases, stereotypes, and power dynamics.

2. Gain a nuanced interdisciplinary understanding of the cultural, historical, and
political factors shaping Western perceptions of Islam, drawing upon
theoretical frameworks from fields such as postcolonial theory, critical race
theory, and cultural studies.

3. Contribute to scholarship in the field by producing original research that
challenges prevailing narratives, fosters cross-cultural dialogue, and promotes
more nuanced and accurate understandings of Islam within Western contexts.

Course Content

Week 1: Introduction to Western Epistemology

Week 2: Unveiling Orientalism about Islam

Week 3: Western Scholarships on Qur’anic Sciences
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Week 4: Western Scholarships on Hadith Sciences

Week 5: Western Scholarships on Islamic Jurisprudence

Week 6: Western Scholarship on Seerah of the holy Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)

Week 7: Western Scholarship on Islamic History

Week 8: Mid Term Exam

Week 9: Critique of Western Scholarship on Islamophobia

Week 10: Critique of Western Scholarship on Feminism

Week 11: Critique of Western Scholarship on Sufism

Week 12: Critique of Western Scholarship on Jihad & Militancy

Week 13: Critique of Western Scholarship on Human Rights & Social Justice

Week 14: Presentation of Assignments

Week 15: Presentation of Assignments

Week 16: Final Term Exam

Textbooks/ Reading Material

Said, Edward, Orientalism

Noldeke, Theodor, The History of the Quran

Jeffery, Aurther, Materials for the Text of the History of the Quran

Arthur Geoffrey, “Maqdama Kitab al-Masahef”

Ibn-e-Warraq “The Origins of the Koran”

Balashir, “Al-Qur'an its revelation and edition”

John Burton, “The Collection of Quran”

Watt Montgomery, “Muhammad at Mecca”

Briffault, Robert, the Making of Humanity

Huntington, Samuil, P., clash of civilization and remarking of world order.

J. A., Schumpeter, Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy

Sorokin, Pitirim A. the crises of our age.

Fred Morrow Fling, Greek and Roman Civilization: With an Introduction to the Source
Study Method -

Edward Gibbon, History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (1776-88),
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Huntington, Samuel P. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order.
Allama M. Igbal. Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, (Igbal Academy
Lahore).

Teaching Learning Strategies

Throughout the courses, lectures and cooperative learning methods will be used.
Students will work in small groups, discuss class readings, emphasize interaction
with ideas, and come up with questions that will lead the discussion toward deeper
understanding of the readings.

Assignment Types and Numbers

Class Participation, Minor and Major Assignments

Major Assignments:

1. Analysis of Articles Based on Academic Writing Standards Discussed in the
Classroom.

2. Research Proposal Writing

3. Book/Article Review

Assessment and Examination

Sr. No. Elements Weightage Details
1. Midterm 35% Written Assessment at the mid-point of the
Assessment semester.
2. Formative 25% Continuous assessment includes Classroom
Assessment participation, assignments, presentations,

viva voce, attitude and behavior, direct
activities, short tests, projects, practical,
reflections, readings, quizzes etc.

3. Final 40% Written Examination at the end of the
Assessment semester. It is mostly in the form of a test,
but owing to the nature of the course the
teacher may assess their students based on
term paper, research proposal development,
field work and report writing etc.
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