CATEGORIES OF RESEARCH JOURNALS for the award of PhD Degree (effective from October 01, 2024
a. Categorization of national and international journals will be as under: 
	Indexing Agency 

	Category

	All Journals indexed in any of following collection of Web of Science (WOS):
i. Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE) 
ii. Social Sciences Citation Index (SSCI) 
iii. Arts & Humanities Citation Index (AHCI) 

	W

	All Journals indexed in the following collection of Web of Science (WOS): 
i. Emerging Sources Citation Index (ESCI) 

	X

	i. Pakistani journals indexed in Scopus (other than those indexed in Web of Science (WOS) subject to fulfilling the following additional criteria. 
· Indexed with Scopus. 
· 25 % International authorship (Letter from editor required)
· Open Journal Management System (OJS) or similar Journal Management systems adopted for submission, acceptance, and rejection as well as peer review process of research articles. 
· Self-Institutional publication and editor(s)/Editorial board members publication is not allowed (Letter from editor required)
· Published articles peer reviewed by well reputed international experts in relevant field (Letter from editor required)
(Note: All above relevant documents (serial i-v )would be required at the time submission of thesis)
	X


	Pakistani journals indexed in Scopus (other than those indexed in Web of 
Science (WOS) (which are not fulfilling above mentioned additional criteria). 

	Y 


	Pakistani journals indexed in MEDLINE (PubMed) (other than those indexed in Web of Science (WOS)/Scopus) 
	Y

	Pakistani journals indexed in China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) (other than those indexed in Web of Science (WOS)/Scopus
	Y

	National journals Recommended by the HEC local committee  
	Y 




NOTE: All relevant documents above will be required at the time of thesis submission, including proof showing the category and the paper published/accepted/ submitted.

