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“The “Semetic Languages” so named in
1781 by the German Historian A
L.Schiozer, because maost of the people
who spoke them were descended from
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Africa " (2)
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“With the decipherment of the cunsiform
wriling in the middle of the nineleanth
century and the comparative study of the
Assyro - Babylonian, Hebrew, Aramaig,
Arabic and Ethiopic tongues, # was found
that those languages have striking points
of similarity and were, therefore,

cangnates.(7)
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"The sametic Languages go back 1o
Proto - Sematic Language the general
structure of which can be derived from
the historically attested features of the
various Semetlic Languages. In all
probability, Prolo - Semetic was at no
time a unified language. bul had
diglectical varianis "(8)
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“‘Whether the original hameland of the
undivided Semitic race was some pan of
AsiB (Arabia, Armenia, or the district of

the lower Euphrates, or whether,
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according to a view which has lately
found favour, the Semites crossed into

Asia fram Afnica , 15 sl uncertzn (107
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"Whare was the original home land of this
people? Different hypothesis have been
worked out by varipus scholars. There are
those who caonsidering the broad ethnic
relatiopship betwean Semies and Hamiles,
hold that easlern Africa was the original
homeland, clhers mllvenced by the Qid
Testament tradibion, mainiain that
Mesopotamia pravided the first abode, bul
the arguments in favour of the Arakian
Paninsula considered in its cumulative

affect seem most plausible. (11)
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The African theary raises more guestions

than it answers {12}
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"The ancient languagues of South Asia,
o! which Arabic is the youngest, and
excop for aoma small remananis and the
madern revival af Hebrew, the only Iving
representalive, from a well-defined and
independant family, known as the Semitic
language group. They are all closely
interrelated and present such remarkable
affinities in vocabulary and structure that
they evidantly posses a common

ongin“(25)
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"Arabic Language, one of the Semilic
languages (q.v) is spoken (1980 =) by
100,000,000 people in a large area
including the Arabian Peninsula, the
Ferlile Cresent and North Africa. In
addition, as the language of the Koran
and prayers of Iglam, it is important as a
refigious language throughout the Mushm
World, and it has served as the vehicle of
a vas! literature (see Arabic Litarature)

axteanding from before the time of



Mohammad up lo the present day. It is
cuslomanly wrillen in its own distinctive
alphabet (q.v) which has also spread with
islam and is used for wnling several other
languages of the Islamic world. Thus in
terms of the number of speakers and
extent of its influance, Arabic iz by for the
mast important Semitic language loday
and must ba ragarded a5 one of the

important world-languages "{26)
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“The mest striking feature in Arabic
litaratura is its unexpectedness Over and
over again, with scarely a hinl (o give
waming of what 18 coming, 3 new lilerary
ar emerges Tully-fledged, often with a
perfection never equalled by laler
exponents of the same art. Nowhere is
this element of surprise more striking
than in the first appearance of Arabic as
g vehicle of liteaiure, Al one momeant

Arapla seams, in a literary sanss, amply



and dumb execpt for some volive or
busniess-like inscriptions in a variety of
dialecis, At the nexi, companies of poets
spring up all over northern Araba,
raciting complex odes, in which 3 series
of themes are claboratled with
unsurpassad vigour, vividness of
mmaginabon, and precsion of imagery, in
an infimlely neh and highly arficulated
language. showing little or no traces of
dvaltect, and cast into complex and
flexible metrical schemas that ryhme

throughout the poem."{1)
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“During the middle ages it was spoken
and whtlen by all cultivated Moslems, of
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and Science. When the Mangol invasion
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“Abbasid Caliphale” and therewith the last
vestiges of poilitical unity in Islam
classical Arabic ceased to be the kolvn or
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"“We are told on high authouty that
aven now it is going a renaisance, and
thare is svary liklihood of its apain
bacoming a greal literary vehicle. And
if for thosz Moslems who are not
Arabs, it occupies relatively much the
same position as Latin and Greek in
modern European cluture, we must no/
forgel thal the Koran, ils most
renownad masterpiace, is learned by
every Moslem when he first goes to
school, is repeated in his daily prayers
and influences the whole course of his
life to an extent which the ordinary

Chirstain can hardly realize "(T2)
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‘In 1853 - 54, the first maktab was
astablished in Barbados by Maulana
Muhammad Dawood Bandore, Two Alms
from India and one Hafiz of the Curan
were employed to teach at the maktab.
The Second mosque named, City
Mosque, was built on February 2, 1857 by
the Gujrati community in Barbados.(56)

"Maulana Abdul Aleem Sikddigui and Dr.
Fazlur Rahman Ansari of the "World
Federation of Islamic Missions™ with
headguarters in Karachi, Pakistan, visited
the Carnbbean counthes :E'iﬂrﬂl timas in

1950s. They addressed huge gatherings



in the mosques, approached influential
indrviduals, mobiized Dawah workers and
invited promising stdudents 10 “Aleemiyah
Institute” at Karachi to attain knowledge of
lzlamic disciplines fo a higher lavael. Many
of tha graduates of this institute played
remarkable role in promolion of Islamic
knowledge in the Carribean, They had
prompiod MK Hossein and the AS.JA

lradership o estabhsh a seperate wing 1o.

reach out to the greater canbbean sociaty.
With the establishment of the “Islamic
Missioneries Guild for the Caribbaan and
South America,” Islamic Dawah took a
new lurn in the Caribbaan, Through its
monthly paper, the Torch of Islam, radio
broadcasts, training camps and
distribution of Islamic literalure and
contact with the lslamic world, the Guild

was able 10 spread the messeage of

Istam and miluence a numbar of peaople

fom wvarious ethnic backgrounds and

walks of life.(57)
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“Establishment of the Islamic
Missionary Guild (IMG) was a turning
paint i the history of the Caribbean.
With its inceplion, Islam travelled to
other Caribbean islands through visit of
scholars, despateh of Islamic literature
and establishment of the branches of
the Guild.(58)
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100,000,000 people in a large area, incleding
the Arabian poninsula, the Fertile Cresent
and Morth Afnica

in addilion, as the language of the Karan and
prayers of islam, il s imporiant as the vahicls
of a vast lleralure (see Arabic literalure)
gxtending -|'rum befare the time of

Mohammad up 1o the present day.

I s customarily wntten in s own distnchve
alphabet {g.v.) which has also spread wilh
Islarm and is used for wnting sovaral othef

languages of the Islamic Warld,

Thus is terms of the number of speakers and
extant of ils influence, Arabic is by for the
mast Imporiant Semitic language foday and
mustl be regarded as one of the imporiant
wearld- languages."(3)
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