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"It was only in the field of poetical
expression that the pre-lslamic Arabian
excelled. Herein his finest talents found a
field. The Bedouin's love for poetry was
his one cultural asset" ®

H-E‘"‘ijﬁ?ﬁ:"

Arabic literature like most literatures,
sprang into existence with an outburst of
poetry, but unlike marny others, its poetry
seems to have issued forth full-grown.
The oldest pieces of poetry extant seems
to hawe been composed some one
hundred and thirty years before the Hijrah
In connection with the war of al-Basus, but
their odes, with their rigid conventions,
presuppose a long-period of development
in the cultivation of the Art of expression
and innate capacities of the language.
The posets of the middle part of the sixth
century hawe newver been surpassed.”
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As his office developed, the poet acquired
a variety of functions. In battle his tongue
was s effective as his people's bravery.
In peace he might prove a meance to
public order by his fiery harangues. His
poems might arouse a tribe to action in
the same manner as the tirade of a
demadgogue in a modern political
compalign. As the press agent, the
journalist of his day, his favour was sought
by princely gifts, as the records of the
courts of Hira and Ghassan show. His
poems, committed to memory and
transmitted from one tongue to another,
offered an invaluable means of publicity.
He was both moulder and agent of public
opinion. Qat'al-Lisan {cutting of the
tongue) was the formula used for
subsidizing him and avoiding his satires,

Eesides being oracle, guide, orator and
spokesman of his community, the poet
was 1ts historian and scientist, in so far as
it had a scientist. Bedouin measured
intelligence by poetry. "Who dare dispute
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my tribe, its pre-eminence in horsemen,
poets and number” exclaimed a bard in
al-Adghani. In these three elements,
military  power, intelligence and numbers,
lay the superiority of a tribe. As the
historian and the scientist of the tribe, the
poet was wellversed In its genealogy and
folklore, cognizant of the attainments and
past achivements of its members, familiar
with their rights, pasture-lands and
border-lines. Furthurmore as a student of
the psychological weaknesses and
histarical failures of the nival tribes it was
his business to expose the short-comings
and hold them upto ridicule. " ®
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"Aside from its poetic interest and the
worth of Ifs drace and elegance, the
ancient poetry, therefore has historical
Importance as source-material for the
study of the period in which It was
composed. In fact it is our only
quasi-contemporaneous data. It throws
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light on all phases of pre-lslamic life.
Hence the adage” poetry is the public
register {Diwan) of the Arabians" ©
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"The early Muslim poets as well as the
later and the present day wversifiers
regarded and still do regard the ancient
productions as models of unapproachable
excellence "
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"As for poetry the Prophet declared,
"There are werses and poems which are
full of wisdom, and there are discourses of
orators which produce a magical effect”
The Qur'an has discouraged immoral
poetry. Following this direction, the
Frophet surrounded himself by the best
poets of the opoch, and showed them the
road to follow and limits to observe, thus
distinguishing between the good and the
bad use of this great natural talent. The
poetical works of Muslims are found in all
languages and relate to all times, it would
be impossible to describe them here even
In the briefest manner. An Arab, however,
finds himself always "at home" in this
poetry, as 1s found out by the synonimity
of terms: "Bait" means both a tent and a
verse of two hemistiches, "misra” means
not only the flap of a tent but also a
hemistich, "sabab" is rope of the tent as
wiell as the prosodical foot, "watad” means
a tent peg as well as the syllables of the
prosodical foot. These are but a few
among great many peculiarities of the
language "5
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"Do you not think that worle of the late Dr.
Shariati also was of great effect’y"08)
13:_‘-'_!?&_;_;’::‘& qr;

"Dr Shariati's teachings aroused a cerain

discussion among the Ulama, but at the

same time had a great effect upon leading

back the younger intellectuals” 07
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Sl e e S

"The followers of Dr. Shariatt should go

beyvond what Dr. Shariati offered them, to

investigae the traditional. In the same way

the traditional Ulama should recognise

that none of the Ulama said the last word

on ang,fthing“ (12)
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