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Potential of Pakistan for her development is tremendous. We need to devote our attention in exploiting our hidden and known recourses to our advantage. This area requires detailed analysis. However this piece seeks motivation from the father of Nation, Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah, Who Said: 
“Nature has given you everything. You have got unlimited recourses. The foundations of your state have been laid, and it is now for you to build, and build as quickly and as well as you can. So go ahead and I wish you God-speed”. (Extracted from message on the First Anniversary of Pakistan, August 14, 1948)
While emphasing on exploiting enormous resources and potentialities of Pakistan, he said as under:
“It is in your hand; we have undoubtedly talents; Pakistan is blessed with enormous resources and potentialities; providence has endowed us with all the wealth of nature and now it lies with man to make the best of it”.
(Extract from Radio Speech from Lahore, October 30, 1947)
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Several countries of the world are success stories due to strategies employed by them. We ought to learn from their approach and, Inshallah, Pakistan has the capacity and capability to emerge as a strong economic power house. This piece share some selected examples of success stories using one niche. In this respect, we have used the sampling technique by selecting some countries from five contents of the world:

1. Africa

-
 South Africa
2. Americas
-
Chile

3. Asia

-
Bangladesh, China and Singapore

4. Europe
-
France, Germany, UK
5. Oceania
-
New Zealand
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South Africa: Mineral Development as Economic Driver

 South Africa is known for the struggle which was lead by Mr. Nelsen Mandela and this ultimately resulted into freedom from the British. Moreover their cricket team has been a flag carrier for their country. They have been blessed with tremendous reserves of gold and diamond. Their focus has been on using mineral development as an economic driver. Unfortunately the contribution of minerals in GDP in Pakistan is around 3% and its performance during 2009-10 was negative. It is high time that Pakistan government must focus attention through intuitionalized approach to harness the hidden resources to our advantage and ensure significant contribution of minerals to GDP. Allah has gifted all resources on shore, off share and hidden ones. We need focused attention in this sector to usher in an era of prosperity and consequential enrichment of lives of millions of our country.
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Chile: Fish as Economic Driver
The geography of Chile is very interesting. Its west spreads long with pacific Ocean. It used the niche of developing her coastal area for caching fish and exporting the same. UNITC, Geneva, Switzerland popularized this niche as a lesson to several countries of the world. Pakistan’s South resembles with the west of Chile and one can learn from their approach to harness the coastal area to our advantage. Beside a boost to our exports, poverty reduction can also be achieved alongwith spread of prosperity to the down trodden of Baluchistan and Sindh.
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1. Bangladesh: Garments Export as a Niche 
 The over talked myth of jute serving as golden fiber to support the then West Pakistan at the cost of the then East Pakistan which later became Bangladesh was exploded as the international demand for jute was on the decline and Bangladesh found it difficult to earn foreign exchange which was earlier propagated on massive scale. Caught up with this problem, Bangladesh adopted one significant niche to economically develop the country. The first niche which successfully worked was a breakthrough in export of garments which now constitutes 64% of her exports. Market niche was used as a focused approach. Pakistan needs to learn from this approach by focusing on export of “Fish” as her niche. We have huge potential to exploit the coastal belt of our country by concentrating on development of fishing on coastal belt. Institutionalized efforts are needed to be taken in this respect. Poverty stricken fishermen of Sindh and Baluchistan can be helped through financial support and technical training and Pakistan can achieve great heights in exports. Now the contribution of fish in the total agriculture which has a weight of 22% of in GDP of Pakistan is only 2%. Let us learn from the above “niche” approach and use “fish” as an economic driver to achieve the above goal.

2. China: Synergy through Relationship 
China – Pakistan friendship has been historically well known. Recently Free Trade Agreement (FTA) was signed between the two countries. China is keen to help us. Today China has emerged as a great economic power. Based on the World Development Report 2010, China is ranked as number three in the global exports (US$0.97 trillion). By now her exports have crossed the barrier of US $ one trillion. Her foreign exchange reverses in the world are the lightest. She has achieved great economic height through a breakthrough approach of focusing on their internal strengths and capitalized these to her advantage. Her products are globally available at affordable prices. Benefitting from FDI flows of US $ 40-50 annually, she is now in reverse gear by providing financial assistance and FDI abroad on a rising curve. Her Western side needs considerable development as she needs access to hot waters which only Pakistan can provide. The honourable President of Pakistan has made several visits to China with the objective of transfer of technology in agriculture and delegations have visited her for learning techniques of introducing innovations in industry and services sector. She has the capacity to deliver the goods in all sectors of our economy including mineral exploration and breakthrough in energy sector. Time is ripe to give a serious focus to Pakistan-China in strengthening relationship on synergistic basis to usher in a new era of prosperity in our country. The earlier this is done the better.

3. Singapore: Education as an Economic Driver
In 1964, Singapore was like a boat country. She was born as a sovereign independent nation out of Malaysia. Mr. Lee Kwan Yee, a leader with vision, became her Prime Minister and spelled out his vision of Singapore for the next 25 years. He compared his promise with performance and accomplished all the three promised goals namely: every Singaporean to have his/her own house, Singapore to be the cleanest city state to encourage tourism and Singapore to emerge as significant financial centre in the world. These were achieved through the establishment of two universities namely, National University of Singapore, which ranks number one in Asia Pacific now and Nan Yang Technological University which ranks number five in Asia Pacific now. Huge allocations were made to higher education which has enabled Singapore to use quality education in management sciences, computer technology, social, physical, natural and other sciences. Later, a third University of Management Sciences was established which was permitted to enroll persons of 40 and above years of age to ensure that new skills should continue to bejewel the nation for meeting the challenges of 21st century. How much are we investing in higher education? This is a question which yearns for thinking on our part. Let us learn from Singapore to use quality higher education as an economic driver for all round gains to broaden the canvas of prosperity across the board. Today Singapore has the lowest gini co-effluent (0.19 out of a scale of 1) representing the lowest poverty in the world. This index measures the level of inequality of income. The lower the index, the less is the inequality and the higher the index, the greater is the inequality of income.
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1. France: Tightening the Belt 
France is a nuclear power country. Her culture is well spread out globally- Africa, Canada and Europe. She is a great economic power and is a member of G-8. She is also struggling with economic problems and has, despite demonstrations, decided to tighten up the belt by rationalizing their expenditure pattern. The Federal Government annual recurring expenditure is 88% excluding defense expenditure. A rough break up of 88% is 45% for debt servicing and 33 % for running the affairs of the government. It is high time that we may set up a Commission to suggest reduction of above expenditure by restricting annual federal government recurring expenditure to 20%. The resultant saving can be Challenizsed for strengthening social sector (education and health) and also contribute to financing development activities under the annual Federal ADP.  
2. Germany: Voluntary Financial Support Announcement by the Affluent 

Germany rose from the ashes after the Second World War and has become an economic power in today’s world. Based on World Development Report 2010, Germany has been ranked number one in the global exports which amounted to US $ 16.3 trillion. Their products are well known due to top quality, precision and high-tech contents. Despite small area, their productivity in all sectors of the economy is high. Due to financial difficulties, they are facing problems. To support the government to successfully grapple over the issues, the affluent business community of Germany has announced that, notwithstanding legal issues, they are, in voluntary spirit, willing to extend financial support to enable their government to confidently tackle the financial problems. This spirit is laudable and speaks volumes of their love for the country constituting patriotism. In Pakistan, only 2.4 million persons file income tax returns on annual basis. It is interesting to note that the Parliament has laid down the maximum exemption up to Rs. 3 lac annual income. Vast majority earns income above Rs. lac annually. However, millions enjoy the luxury of legal exemptions under the Second Schedule annexed to the Income Tax Ordinance 2001. Other category is non-filers of their income tax return. Rather than waiting for the withdrawal of legal exemptions, the affluent ones must demorestrate the voluntary spirit of depositing income-tax in a separate bank account to be opened in the State Bank of Pakistan as financial support to reduce budget deficit and enable the government to accelerate the development activities in the country which will promote employment and reduce poverty.

3. United Kingdom: “Austerity”
UK dominated the world for a long time. Even today she claims to be a big power drawing influence and/or strength from commonwealth countries numbering 60 plus. The discovery of oil in the North had given a big boost to her in 1980s. Now due to financial crisis globally, UK has also been hit hard. The current government is in great financial problem. She has decided to rationalize all types of government expenditure, including public sector enterprises, through the internationally known instrument namely; Austerity.

Pakistan can learn this lesson as budget deficit has grown and efforts to rationalize expenditure in all aspects must be undertaken quickly to harvest the dividend by learning from UK. The “Austerity Package” can be developed by our country as a positive challenge to tackle financial problems being faced at Federal, Provincial, District, Tehsil and Union levels. All stakeholders must rise to the occasion and be the beneficiary to flutter the flag of Pakistan high in the larger interest of strengthening sovereign economic front.
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New Zealand: Livestock as Economic Driver
New Zealand has sprung into prominence as she has the least corruption as announced by Transparency International in their Corruption Perception Index (CPI) 2010. This was 9.3 out a scale of 10. However, besides having many jewels in her crown, one interesting feature of New Zealand is that her population of sheep is twice the total population of the country. Accordingly, dairy farming products through processed shape are being enjoyed by several countries of the world in particular in Far Eastern Asian countries. Pakistan’s share of livestock in the GDP of the country is 11%. This needs to be doubled for achieving high contribution to agriculture as a sector and for development of the country in boosting exports of dairy products, development of agro-based industries in reduction of imports, and generation of self employment to serve as an instrument of poverty reduction. 
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Change is the crying need of today. We all should be driven by it. Strategic new initiatives can enable us to follow niches of several countries as narrated above. We do not need to reinvent the wheel but implement the spirit of father of the nation and adopt various successful niches for which supportive environment has to be transformed into our success. The earlier we do so, the better it will be for us.
