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‘ “As Jinnah sat with them, it might have been imagined that he would give the
lerd to his delegation. It is true that he intermittently took a prominent part in
the debates, but many of us could never follow the movements of his volatile mind. Iie
never seemed to wish to work with any one. Was he in favour of All-India Federation ?
‘We could not tell for certain, though it is worth remembering that he never then suggest-
ed the division of India and the creation of Pakistan. Was he in favour of Provincial
Autonomy without change in the Centre? Some times he gave us the impression that he
did not wish to go beyond provincial autonomy, and at other times, that he demanded
respousible government both in the Centre and in the Provinces. It was this elusiveness
that made it difficult for us to cooperate with h1m or for him to give any clear lead to
his Moslem Colleagues.”
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“Qar country requires at the moment the boldest of her leaders, and Mr. Jinpiah is one of

them. At the Round-Table Conference his independence 2nd boldness was not liked by
the die-hards and even by some of the leaders of his own community, but he boldly stuck

to them with a rare courage till he found himself to be a solitary man in the wilderness”
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“My friend Pandit Nanak Chand has referred to the Round-Table Conference. 1 was
perhaps the most individualist member of the Conference. I displeased the’ Muslims
because of the Joint Flectorates. I displezsed my Hindu friends because of the Fourteen
Points. I displeased the Princes because 1 was deadly against their under-hand activities
and 1 displeas’ed the British Parliament because I felt right from the beginning and 1
rebelled against it and said that it was a fraud. Within a few weeks I did not have a

friend left there.”
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‘Never before, in fact, had the Nationalist Opposition pressed the Goernment so hard as
it did jn this brief period of Hix_xdu-Muslim cooperation. Of the fourteen occasions
on which “Certification” was employed between 1921 and 1940, eight occurred in and -
after 1935. This political concordat was mainly a matter of politics at Dethi. No appeal
for communal peace and harmony was made by the Hindu or Muslim leaders to the
country at large. Though the two communities were now confronted with the immediate
prospect of full responsible government in the Provinces and the promise cf its partial
introduction at the Centre, yet there was no such marked increase of communal tension as
there had been at previous stages of constitutional advance.”
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Sir Sikandar has more than once given statements to the Press saying generously that he
shall gladly work with me as my sincere and loyal colleaguu in the Cabinet, This is a
compliment which I very much appreciate, and I have never hesitated to express my
appreciation of the great services he has rendered to the Party and to the administration of *
the Province, and my gratifications at the great qualities of leadership and sound
administration that he has Hisplayed.

Not only has Sir Sikandur Hayat Khan distinguished himself but there are also other
colleagues of mine who have established that, given the chance, they can show great initiative,
¢aterprise, independence, and efficiency. For example, my friend, Rao Bahadur Chaudhri
Chhotu Ram, did excelient work as Minister and his work as the leader of the Unionist
Party is unsurpassed by any leader of a party in any of the Provincial Legislatares.
The ability, industry, sincerity, enthusiasm, perseverance, persistence, courage and indepen-
dence, all of which he Possesses in pre-eminent degree, have won him the gratitude of every
member of the Party. - . "

My second colleague, Sir 1 . .ze Khan Noon, has done remarkbly good work which stands
second to none amongst the Ministers who have held office in Indian Provinces, while our
President—he is simply marvellous. What dignity, what self-confidence, what autocracy!
He reminds one of the autocrats of the 17th century. May he live long to rule over the

destinies of our Legislatures.

My young friend, Khan Bahadur Mian Ahmad Yar Khan Daulatana, has been literally
orought up by me. Some of you may find fault with him for his generosity, his occasiora:
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exuberance of spirits, but he has rendered a very great service to our Party and I very largoly
depend upon him for making this great enterprise a success. I look to him to make tHig
lost great effort of mine successful. His failure, Go1 forbid, whill be my failure and his
success is my success” '
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It is really unfortunate that the rural-urban question should have received the support of
Sir Fazl-i-Husain who obtained power in the first instance, not as a rural leader but as a
Muslim leader of the Province, but unfortunately clung to his power by accentuating rural-
urban differences. In this way, he secured as his colleagues some third-class men with no
title to Government power and the prestige and authority which the possession of such
offices as ministerships secure, but who on that very account, viz, their mediocrity, look
up to him as superman. Some of the authorities also encouraged this policy as in this way
they were able to break the force of the Reforms of 1919. The result of these tendencies
has been that so far as the Muslims are concerned, real leadership has stood at a distance
while the thoroughly incompetent “political adventure” has come into the limelight.”
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You said that the Province had lost a great deal in its self-respect and that the first question
confronting any public man was how to restore to the Province the self-respect it has lost.
No bitter truth could be so beautifully and aptly expressed. May I venture to add that
the guilt of this crime against the Province rests on the shoulders of the Unionist Party
that you left to take charge of the affairs of the Province after you had gone to Delhi. They
were the party in power and the grave responsibility of playing with and bartering away
the self-respect of the Pronvince, rests solely with them and them alone. You have
chosen the same party as your instrument. It may be that you can control the situatiaa,
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but for how long? After you, who will carry out your work? Willtit be the Noons and
the Sikandars? It is a pain to us that some of these creatures of yours should actually be
conspiring against you and plotting and cajoling with Hindus to overthrow you. The
“Eastern Times” announces that Sir Sikandar has accepted your leadership. But the
“Tribune” tells another tale. Who is this Sir Sikandar?

Mian Sahib ! You should open your eyes, and rally to yourself the talent of the Province—
those whom you cast out and who have been passing their time in the wilderness. It is
-only the talent of the Province that cam face an imperialist. Governor. You belonged
to that circle of talent. The Province gained in self-respect while you were at the helm.
But what of your successors, and yet you have been full of praises for their “magnificent
work™ ? We expect of you to help Talent coming back into its own. These Sikandars
and Noons must disappear. The sooner they are relegated to the back places they deserve,
the better. The responsibility for this situation is yours . . . . The Sikandars and the Noons
and the rural leaders—the favourites of the bureaucracy—can be washed away in no time;
you are their prop and mainstay. Are you aware of it ? If not, I have taken the liberty
of apprising you with it so that it may not be said that no friend has opened his heart to you.

You have not been fair to us. We have kept up our regard and esteem for you, and have
virtually retired from the field of public service. But what youthful heart is there which
does not pine at the meagreness of the opportunity to serve and advance his province under
the awful conditions that your leadership has brough-about ? Iqgbal is finished, poor Shah
Nawaz is pastime; Shuja gone: the only ones that thrive are the Sikandars and the Noons
and Sir Shahab.

Who else can aspire at all, under the conditions and under the terrible handicaps that exist
to-day. Thanks to your Unionist Party and its cult, despite all creeds and programmes.
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Government policy 1 responsible for there being no leader in the community. ,As soon
as Government officials find an Indian wielding influence, their tendency is to counteract
his influence. This has come to be Government policy. In the case of Hindué, the excuse
was that they are Congresswallas, and so opposed to Government. In the case of Muslims,
when there is no excuse, resort is had to underhand programme so as to prevent the
community from developing strength which unity brings. Sectarianism is encouraged.
Personal factions created, encouraged and developed, and when they do not help, recourse
it taken to encouraging the leaders of the scum of society to create diversions by under-
mining the influence of leaders. And what is the result ? Government has freedom
of action—can do what it likes, but if things do not work out as desired by them, there is

no one to help them. Members and Ministers cannot be really useful if their position is
no better than that of glorified Tehsildars to do the bidding of the Governor What
following, what party, what school of thought ?
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