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Dear Mr. Jinnah, o e

With refercnce to your leter dated Ist November 1937 addressed o Dr. Sir
Muhammad Igbal, T am directed by him to reply as follows :—

I. The agreement reached between Sir Sikander and yourself at Lucknow has
formed the subiect-matter of keen controversy in this Province. As soon as Sir Sikander
returned to the Punjab he issued a statement tho te effect that so far as the Punjab was
concerned ‘‘there was no change in the position except that Muslim members of the
Unionist Party, who are not members of the Muslim League, would be advised 10 join the
League, if they so desired”. It was further stated that in future bye-elections the Muslim
members who would contest the election on the League ticket would have to give an under-
taking that they would join the Unionist Party on being elected, and they would naturally
have the support of the Unionist Party. Other members of Sir Sikander’s Party also issued
statements to the offect that the Punjab Provincial Muslim League would, under the Jinnah-
Sikander agreement, pass under the control of the Unionist Party. Sir Chhotu Ram, in a
signed statement issued to the Press, stated that the Punjab Parliamentary Beard will pass
under the control of the Unionist Party and that the result would be that the League in the
Province would have no independent existence except 36 a subordinate body of the Unionist
Party. These statements of the members of the Unionist Party created a great sensation
amongst the Musalmans of the Province who werc astounded that an agreement should
have been reached under which the Lehgue_ instead of being the dominant party should take
up the role of a subordinate body to the existing Unionist Party which in popular esteem s
a group of downnght mbtionaries. Under thc"cir_cumstanccs I, as Secretary of the Punjab
Provincial Muslim League and with the concurrence of Dr. Sir Muhammad Iqbal, issued a
statoment in which the misunderstandings created regarding the position of the Punjab
Provincial Muslim League were sought to be dispelied. I merely reproduced the salient
features of the agreement and repeated that the Muslim League Party so formed would be
subject to the Rules and Regulations of the All India Muslim League and the~ Muslim
Leagie Central and Provincial Parliamentary Boards. Malik Barkat Ali, M. L, A., aisq
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issued antother statement in which the reproduced the terms of the agreement and made it
clear that it would be the Muslim League Party within the Legislature which shall maintaig
or enter into alliances or coalitions with other groups consistently with the fundamental
principles of the policy and programme of the All India Muslim League. I enclose here-
with the copies of the statements. These statements had a very reassuring effect on the
Muslim masses, but the prominent members of the Unionist Party were displeased with these
statements. 1 also enclose herewith the comments of the “Tribune” on these statements,
On the 22nd of October 1937, I, under orders of Dr. Sir Muhammad Igbal, sent 93 applica-
tion forms to Sir Sikander Hayat Khan with the request that he many get them signed by
the Muslim members of the Unionist Party in the Legislature. This opportunity was taken
as all the said members were in Lahore in connection with the Viceregal visit. Not a single
form has yet been got singed and sent to us. In fact, ] myself asked some Muslim members
of the Legislature to sign these forms. Some of them gladly did ; but a word was sent round
by Sir Sikander Hayat Khan that they should not sign the forms. This is the present
position. Sir Sikander and some of his friends are creating the impression that the Muslim
League has come under the control of the existing Unionist Party and that the result of the
Jinnah-Sikander agreement is that the only Muslim League member in the Legislature will
join the Ministerial Party without any Muslim League Bloc coming into existence in the
Assembly. Such an impression is deemed fatal to the reputation of the All India Muslim
League and, if permitted to continue, will completely alienate the sympathies of the Muslim
public in the Province. T May state that if our statements had not been issued, the credit
of the All India Muslim League would have suffered a terrible decline in this Province.

2. You will be glad to know that a deputation of the Punjab Provincial Muslxm
league consisting of Khan Bahadur Malik Zaman Mehdi Khan, Malik Barkat Ali, Mr.
Ashiq Hussain Batalvi and myself has been touring the Province and addressing very huge
gatherings in various towns. The enthusiasm displayed by the Muslim public on these
occasions in support of the All India Muslim League and the Punjab Provincial Muslim
League was simply wonderful. As a result of this effort on our part already thirty four
branches have been opened and more are opening. The coming months of the “Ramzan-
-i-Sharif”” and we many have to postpoﬁe our tour during that month. On the occasion of
thcsé tours not a single member of Sir Sikander’s Party accompanied us.

3. Mr. Magbui Mahmud d:id not supply Malik Barkat Ali with a copy of the Jinnah-
Sikander agreement. Hence a telegram was sent to you. In the meantime Dr. Sir
Muhammad Igbal sent word to Sir Sikander that he might supply him with a copy of the
'said agreement. The said copy has been supplied. I cannot say whether the copy so
supplied is correct because I understand from Mr. Magbul Mahmud that after the trerms
_had been agreed on the 14th October, 1937 at 11 p.m., in your room, Sir Sikander suggested
further changes and ultimately an agreement in the form supplied to Dr. Sir Muhammad
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Igbal was reached. As we have no knowledge of these suggested changes it 1s requested
that a copy of the agreement in your possession may be sent to us. Mr. Iqbal Magbul
Mahmud told Malik Barkat Ali when the latter asked him for a copy that the copy had been

sent to you.

4. Now as to the matters on which you.bhave sought suggestions from Dr. Sir
Muhammad lgbal.

(a) In regard to the invitation extended by Sir Sikander to the All India Muslim
League to hold its special session at Lahore in February 1938 we welcome
the invitation but we are not in a position to make any suggestion until a clear
and unambiguous settlement is reached to the effect that the Muslim members
of Sir Skikander’s Party will without any further delay sign the League pledge
and form, and declar¢ themseleves as the Muslim League Party within the
Provincial Assembly. If we judge the situation aright, there is an effort being
made to resile from this position.

(b) As regards the Organising Committee already the Provincial League exists
and we are forming District, Tehsil and Village branches. There is no need

here for any Organising Committee.

(c) As regards the Working Committee.l would suggest five seats for the Punjab,
Dr. Sir Muhammad 1gbal requests that he is not in a position on account of
his ill-health to attend the meetings of the Working Committee and therefore
the name of Malik Zaman Mehdi Khan, Deputy President of the League,
may be substituted for him. Malik Barkat Ali should be kept on, but :he

name of Mr. Ghulam Rasul, Bar-at-Law, should be added. As regards Sir
Sikander and Mr. Ahmaa Yar Khan Daultana much will depend on the de-
cision to sign the League ticket and to constitute and declare without futrher
delay the Muslim League Party within the Legislature. In the event of their
agreement to this course, care should be taken that their representation shall
in no case exceed the representation given to the present Muslim League
Party.

Your sincerely,
GHULAM RASUL
for Dr. Sir Muhammad Igbal.
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Ot TAth of O¢tober, 1937, the Hon’able Sir Sikander Hayat knan as the leader
of the Unionist Party in the Punjab made the following statement in the meeting of the
Coungcil of the All India Muslim League held at-Lucknow.

T hatlbn his return to the Punjab he will convene a special meeting of his party and
advise all Muslim members of the party who are not members of the Muslim League already
1o sign its creed and joint. As such they will be subject to the rules and regulations of the
Central and Provincial Boards of the All India Muslim League . . ... The Muslim members
of the Legislature who accept the League ticket will constitute the Muslim League Party
within the Legislature. It shall be open to the Muslim League Party so formed to maintain
or enter into a coalition or alliance with any other party consistently with the fundamental
principles of the policy and programme of the League.

Thus is the material portion of the so-called Jinnah-Sikander agreement. The rest
does not concern us for my present purpose. When this statement appeared in the Press,
T was really overjoyed as I felt that the breach in the ranks of the Musalmans occasioned by
the existence of an independent Unionist Party would be repaired and the Muslim community
would be able to pull its weight. I accordingly directed Mr. Ghulam Rasul to send to
Sir Sikander about minety membership forms of the Punjab Provincial Muslim League so
that the latter might get them signed by the Muslim members of the Unionist Party. This
was done about the third week of October 1937. No reply was received and consequently
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a reminder was issued. The reminder also remained unacknowledged. So far, not a
single membership form has been received back from Sir Sikander.

I am informed by Malik Baskat Ali, M.L.A., that this matter was discussed in the
meeting of the Council of the All India Muslim League held at Delhi on the 30th of January
1938. There it was stated by a responsible member of the Unionist Party that the signatures
of the Muslim members of that Party had been obtained on a form in which the person
signing expresses his willingness to become a member of the Muslim League subject to the
terms of the Jinnah-Sikander ‘“Understanding”. It must be here stated to clarify the position
that Sir Sikander claims an oral understanding between himself and Mr. Jinnah besides the
written agreement, the material portion of which has been quoted above. This matter was
brought to the notice of Mr. M. A. Jinnah during the course of the discussion in the Counci!
meeting, and Malik Barkat Ali, M.L.A., informs me that Mr. M.A. Jinnah straighway
denied the existence of any oral understanding beyond “the terms of the Jinnah-Sikander
agreement. This agreement was variously interpreted and created a great deal of con-
fusion in the lay mind as to the attitude of the Unionist Party towards the Muslim League.
About four months ha.ve passed and the confusion instead of diminishing shows signs of
increase. It is time that the Muslim public should be apprised of the exact position. Not-
withstanding the pledge given at Lucknow, nothing has been done to implement or carry
out the terms of the Lucknow agreement. I am, therefore, issuing this statement so that
the public may know that the Muslim League and the Unionist Party stan: ", and the
amalgamation of the Muslim Members of the Unionist Party with the Muslim Lezzue, which,
it was hoped, would follow in the wake of the Jinnah-Sikander agreement has not so far taken
any shape.

It is hardly necessary for me 10 state that the doors of the Muslim League are open
to every Muslim who signs the League Creed, and I am glad to say that some members of
the Provincial Legis'aturc have alrcady signed the League Creed.
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Iqbal was one of the early advocates of Pakistan and yet he appears to have realised
i15 inherent danger and absurdity. Edward Thov.pson has written that, in the course of
conversation, Iqbal told him that he had advocated Pakisian because of his position as
President of the Muslim League Se ssion, but he felt sure that it would be injurious to Indja
as a whole and to Muslims specially. Probably he had cha:iged his mind, or he had not given
much thought to the question previously, as it had assumed no importance then. His
whole outiook on life does not fit in with the subsequent development of the Idea of Pakistan
or division of India.”
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There 1s some dispute as to 'who started the nation of Pakistan. It is often said {o
have been Sir Muhammad lgbzl, the poct. In the “Observer” I once said that he supported
the Pakistan Plan. Igbal was a friend ; and he set my misconception right. After speaking
of his own despondency at the chaos he saw coming “‘on my vast, undisciplined and starving
land” he went on to say that he thought the Pakistan Plan would be disastrous to the Britisk
Government , disastrous to the Hindu Community, disastrous to the Muslim Communiuy.”
But [ am the President of the Muslim League and therefore it is my duty to support it”.
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Igbal, however, was politician as well as poet, theologian and philosopher. H¢
lived in the Punjab, which has for India a comparatively higher standard of living, certainty
f - higher than the standard in Bengal. Yet he too, as well as Tagore,w as troubled bv"
India’s misery. In a letter written to me when he knew he was a dying man, he wrote
despairingly of his wretchedness at ™ “the chaos I foresee as coming upon my vast, undis-
ciptined and starving land.”

U/))‘,/}é’/d % <¢Jf d—JU//wédjd‘ub/Ju”lew‘fd-rV' Ljylﬁ
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*“The chaos I forsee as coming upon my vast, undisciplined and starving land.
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I lead no party. ! follow noleader. [ have given the best part ~{ my life to a careful
siudy of Islam, its law and rolity, its culwure, its history and its literature. This constant
contact with the spirit of Islam, as it unfolds itself in time, has, I think, given me a kind of
insight into its sigmficance as a world-fact.
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In these circumstances, 1t i1s obvious that the pnly way to a peaccful India is a re-
distribution of the country on the lines of social, religious and linguistic affinities. Many
British statesmen 2lso realise this, and the Hindu-Muslim riots which are rapidly coming
in the wake of this constitution are sure furiher to open their eyes to the real situation in the
country. 1 remember Lord Lothian told me befcre I left England that my scheme was
the only solution of the troubles of India, but that it would take twenty five years to come.
Some Muslims in the Punjab are already suggesting the holding of a North-Western Indian
Muslim Conference, and the idea is rapidly spreading. T agree with you, however, that our
community is not yet sufficiently organised and disciplined and perhaps the time for holding
such a conference is not yet ripe. But I feel that it would be highly advisable for you to
indicate in your address at least the linc of action that the Muslims of North-West India
would be finally diven 1o wake.

LT ot e e £ P g il I

To my mind the new constitution with its idea of a single Indian Federation is
completely hopeless. A separate federation of Muslim Provinces, reformed on the
lines I have suggested above, is the only course by which we can secure a peaceful India and
save Muslims from the domination of Non-Muslims. Why should not the Muslims of
North-West India and Bengal be considered as natoins entiiled 1o self-determination just as
other nations in India and outside India are ?

Personally I think the Muslims of North-West India and Bengal ought at present to
ignore Muslim minority prcvinces. This is the best course to adopt in the interests of both
Muslim majority and minority provinces.
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Jinnah is the only man who can deliver the goods on behalf of the Musalmans of

India. and ] am merely his soldier.
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