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how deeply embedded the roots of his feeling and thinking
tradition were—consciously or unconsciously—in the great
mystical tradition of his country.”

(Schimmel, 341).

“ they (the undercurrents in his thought) prove aiso
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““Abdul Qadir Gilani, the great Iragian mystic (d. 1160) and
founder of the Qadiriya order to which Igbal was affiliated,
explains the ana’l hagq in the following way.”’ (Schimmel, 347
& 372).
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““We are all familiar with the Rationalist movement which
appeared in the church of Islam duriug the early days of
the Abbasides, and the bitter controversies which it
raised...

Tke rise and growth of ascetic Sufism. which gradually
developed under influences of a non-Islamic character, a
purely speculative side, is to a large extent responsible for
this attitude. On its purely religious side Sufism fostered
a kind of revolt against the verbal quibbles of our early
doctors. The case of Sufyan Sauri is an instance in point.
He was one of the acutest legal minds of his time and was
nearly the founder of a school of law; but being also
intensely spiritual, the dry-as-dust subtleties of contem-
porary legists drove him to ascetic Sufism. On its
speculative side which developed later, Sufism is a form of
free thought and in alliance with Rationalism. The
emphasis that it laid on the distinction of zahir and batin
(Appearance and Reality) created an attitude of indifference
to all that applies to Appearance and not to Reality.

“This spirit of total other-worldliness in later Sufiism
obscured men’s vision of a very important aspect of Islam
as a social polity, and offering the prospect of unrestrained
thought on its speculative side attracted it and finally
absorbed the best minds in Islam. The Muslim State was
thus left in the hands of intellectual mediocrities, and the
unthinking masses of 1slam, having no personalities of
a higher calibre to guide them, found their security only in
blindly following the schools.10
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“The presence of Christianity was a further contributory
factor in the growth of Sufiism.”’13
cW

“It was, however, principally the actual life of the
Christian hermit rather than his religious ideas, that
exercised the greatest fascination over the minds of early

Islamic saints.”’14
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1. Schimmel, Annemarie, Gabriel’s Wing, pp. 314, 342 and 346.
2. Ibid., 346.
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Mazharuddin Siddigi. Concepr of Musiim Culture in Islam,
p. 48.
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10. Igbal, Sir Muhammad, The Reconstruction of Religious Thought
in Islam, pp. 142-143.
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