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Abstract

The literary theory of Structuralism developed to fill the gap and
remove deficiencies found in New Criticism that appeared
primarily in reaction against the overemphasized social aspect in
literary criticism and to oppose the preference given to the
modern science and industrialization while studying the literary
text. This is why the theory of Structuralism was considered as
an extension to New Criticism and called at first New New
Criticism. It founded itself on the grounds of intellectual discourse
that relied upon the theories and revelations made by the
modern physics which discarded the concept of cause and effect
and put forward the idea of an unseen hidden relation among the
objects of nature, which they described as structure. This new
concept of relations — called Relativity — didn’t remain confined to
the realm of physics, rather it passed on to the human sciences
such as philosophy, psychology, anthropology, sociology and
linguistics. It found its way into literary criticism, originating from
the linguistic theory propounded by de Saussure, passing

through Roman Jacobson’s phonetic criticism and the
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anthropological and stylistic studies made by Levis Strauss.
Structuralism derived most of the rules in analyzing literary text
from Stylistics, overlooking its relation to the writer and would-be
response by the reader, in addition to discounting its socio-
historical perspective. Instead, it analyzes the text to unveil the
layers of meanings underlying the surface with reference to other
contemporary or previous olden texts (which is termed as
intertextuality), without getting fixed to a certain connotation,
letting the door open to anyone who has the idea of basic
structure of the text under study. This indeterminacy of meaning
had been the turning point towards Post-Structuralism including
the theory of Deconstruction.

Keywords: Structuralism, New Criticism, Deconstruction, Roman

Jacobson, Levis Strauss, De Saussure, Stylistics.
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A neutrino has a minimum of about one ten-millionth mass of an
electron, the smallest part of an atom. “A neutrino is not affected
by the s&rong force that holds electrons, protons and neutrons
together in atoms. As a result, it passes easily through matter.
Trillions pass through our bodies each minute without doing any
damage to our own atoms.” [See: Maugh II, Thomas H.: World

of Physics Jolted by Finding on Neutrinos, website:
lAttp.//hep. bu.edu/~superk/lat html

—139 <115 —114_0 <2008 ;Y (5S> uplup—sbs S 2 Fe
155 —154 <140

Igbal, Muhammad: The Reconstruction of Religious
Thought in Islam, Edited & Annotated: Sheikh, M. Saced, Igbal
Academy Pakistan & Institute of Islamic Culture, Lahore, 1989,

p. 62.
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Ehrmann, Jacques: Structuralism, Anchor :3 (2a. |l lis
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“My object is to further both native and English learning together.
The two combined will lead to a satisfactory result. You must not
neglect your sacred inheritance of Arabic, Sanskrit and Persian.
When well grounded in this, you can add the superstructure of
English thought, English inventions, English science and art, and

English civilization. Let us never forget the east for the west and

the west for the east.”
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[Allender, Tim: Ruling Through Education: The Politics of

Schooling in Colonial Punjab, New Dawn Press Group, Delhi,
2006, p.131]
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