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The Concept of Isolation between the Poetry of
Ahmed Al-Safi Al-Najafi & Ahmed Faraz

(A Comparative Study)
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Abstract

Isolation is a phenomenon found in global poetry,
manifested in various forms such as imprisonment, bachelorhood,
old age, Sufi seclusion, spiritual thirst for the beloved, or the
narcissistic solitude felt by the poet. It is perhaps the most
prominent phenomenon that guides the poet towards universality,
as demonstrated by renowned figures like Abu Al-Ala Al-Ma'arri,
and Gabriel Garcia Marquez, the author of "One Hundred Years of
Solitude." In this research, we discuss two poets from two Eastern
cultures who accord a special significance to the concept of
seclusion: the Pakistani poet Ahmed Faraz, who wrote his poetry
in Urdu, and the Iragi poet Ahmed Al-Safi Al-Najafi, who wrote in
Arabic. Both poets converge in a shared Persian culture,
translating from Persian into their respective languages and being

influenced by its symbols, especially the prominent Persian poet,
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Omar Khayyam, known for his quatrains. In this brief study, we will
delve into the ideas of isolation and its reasons as gleaned from
the poems of both poets and their histories. We will explore the
emotions and thoughts that emanate from this state of Sufi
seclusion, examining the motivations behind it and the rituals
associated with it. Additionally, we aim to identify the aspects of
influence and mutual influence between the two poets through a
comparative study conducted in the light of a historical
methodology.

Keywords: Isolation, Ahmad Faraz, Ahmad Alsafi, Arabic Poetry,

Comparative literature.
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