
Causes of Befalling Calamities on Muslim
Society

Salma Zamir Khan
Tahir Mustafa

We come to know from the Holy Quran and Sunnah that men are
afflicted with calamities by two reasons.
1. For a test
2. For punishment of sins

Detail is as follows:

Causes of Befalling Calamities as a Test

Allah Almighty tests His slaves by afflicting them with different types of
adversities and disasters. It is being discussed with the reference of two
verses from the Holy Quran with Allah’s Help.

1) Allah said in His Holy Book:

نَ الاْمَْوَالِ وَالاْنَْفسُِ وَالثَّمَرٰتِ  نَ الْخَوْفِ وَالْجُوْعِ وَنقَْص مِّ ﴿وَلنَبَْلوَُنَّکُمْ بشَِیء مِّ
برِِیْنَ﴾ رِ الصّٰ 1وَبشَِّ

“And certainly, We shall test you with something of fear, hunger, loss of
wealth, lives and fruits, but give glad-tidings to As-Sabirun (the patient).

Interpretation of the verse:

(i) Hafiz Ibn-e-Kathir asserts:

“Allah has informed us that He tests His slaves i.e. trials them
sometimes with happiness and sometimes with fear and hunger.

نَ الاْمَْوَالِ)) ((وَنقَْص مِّ i.e. with some loss of wealth
((وَالاْنَفْسُِ)) “lives” i.e. with death of companions, relatives and beloved
ones.
((وَالثَّمَرٰتِ)) “fruits” i.e. the gardens and fields will not give their fruits and
crops as usual.”2
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(ii) Sheikh Saa’di writes:

“Allah Amighty has informed He shall test His slaves with calamities so
that the true ones may distinguish from the liars and the patient from
impatient. It is His way in His slaves, so that the difference may occur
between the good ones and the bad ones. Therefore, in this verse Allah
has informed He will definitely test His slaves with some fear from their
enemies, some hunger and some loss of their wealth. The loss in wealth
includes the loss by some heavenly disasters, drowning, wasting,
robbing and snatching by a cruel king etc.
Similarly, He will test them by death of some beloved children of theirs,
relatives and companions and by some diseases in their own bodies or in
the bodies of their relatives.
There is no doubt in the occurrence of these adversities because it is
informed by All-Knowing. So these calamities happened as He had
informed.”3

2) Allah said in His Holy Book Quran:

النَّاسُ انَْ ئُّتْرَکُوْا انَْ یَّقوُْلوُْا اٰمَنَّا وَھمُْ لاَ یفُْتنَوُْنَ۔ وَلقَدَْ فتَنََّا ﴿الٓمٓ۔ احََسِبَ 
4الَّذِیْنَ مِنْ قبَْلھِمَْ فلَیَعَْلمََنَّ اللهُ الَّذِیْنَ صَدَقوُْا وَلیَعَْلمََنَّ الْکٰذِبیِْنَ﴾

“Alif-Lam-Mim

[These letters are one of miracles of the Quran, and none but Allah
(Alone) knows their meanings]
Do people think that they will be left alone because they say: “We
believe”, and will not be tested.
And We indeed tested those who were before them. And Allah will
certainly make (it) known (the truth of) those who are true, and will
certainly make (it) known (the falsehood of) those who are liars,
(although Allah knows all that before putting them to test).

Interpretation of the verses:
(i) Sheikh Saa’di asserts:

“Allah Almighty informs about His wisdom and His wisdom is not such
that the claimants of belief would be left in the same condition and be
saved from adversities and disasters and have not faced any test, which
would make them discontent about their faith, because if the situation
remains the same for all the time, the truth doesn’t distinguish from the
lie. Instead His (Allah’s) way is that He tests them with joy and ailment,
with distress and ease, with wealth and poverty.”5
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(ii) Imam Tirmizi and Imam Ibn-e-Majah narrated with the
reference of Saa’d-bin-Abi Waqas (RA), he said:

“I asked the Rasool (صلى الله عليه وسلم):

O Allah’s Messenger! Whose test is the most severe among people?

The Rasool :said (صلى الله عليه وسلم)

“The Prophets, then the man [who is near to them (prophets) in actions
and faith], and then so on. A man is tested according to his religion. The
more he is firm in his religion, the more severe will be the test.
Similarly, the less he is firm in his religion, the less severe will be his
test. The adversity remains stuck to the man until it leaves him stepping
on the earth and he no sin.”6

Interpretation of Hadith:

Mulla Ali Qari writes:

‘‘الانَْبیِاَءُ ’’ the Prophets are tested the most severely.
‘‘ثمَُّ الاْمَْثلَُ فاَلاْمَْثلَُ ’’ Ibn-e-Malik asserts: (It means) High in honor and

levels, then those who are low than them in levels. i.e. He who is more
nearer to Allah, is tested more severely to increase in his reward.7

Summary:

One of the causes of calamities is that they befall as a test and trial. I ask
Allah Almighty for forgiveness of myself and of all Muslims.

Causes of Befalling Calamities on Muslim Society as a Punishment

In so many verses and Ahadiths, it is described that the adversities
descend upon men due to their own sins.

Two References:

Frist: Allah said in His Holy Book:

صِیْبۃَ فبَمَِا کَسَبتَْ ایَْدِیْکُمْ وَیعَْفوُ عَنْ کَثیِْر) نْ مُّ 8(وَمَا اصََابکَُمْ مِّ

“And whatever of misfortune befalls you, it is because
of what your hands have earned. And He pardons
much.”
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Interpretation of Verse

(i) Hafiz Ibn-e-Kathir writes:

“O people! Whatever befalls you is the result of your
mischievous deeds.

((وَیعَْفوُ عَنْ کَثیِْر)) “And He pardons much” i.e. He forgives for you your
much wrong doings and doesn’t punish you on committing them.” 9

(ii) Sheikh Saa’di asserts:

“In this verse Allah Almighty informed that the calamity which befalls
on His slaves in their wealth, children and beloved ones is due to their
own wrong deeds. And the deeds which Allah pardons on their behalf
are much more, because Allah doesn’t wrong to them but they do wrong
to themselves.”10

Three notable words
i. This verse includes all kinds of adversities. (Fathul Qadeer 767/4)
ii. The verse is related to sinners

Allama Uloosi writes:
“The verse is about the Muslims and other sinners, because the people
who have no sins such as Prophets (علیھم السلام) also fell prey to
calamities as mentioned in Hadith:
[The Prophets are the most severely tested among the people, then other
people (are tested) according to their level]
Adversities befall them to increase their levels high or for other hidden
reason.
In the case of children and mad men, it is mentioned that they are not
addressed because they are not responsible to act upon the laws of
Sharia. It they are afflicted with disasters, it is for hidden reason from
Allah Almighty.”11

iii. The pious ancestors used to determine their sins the cause of
adversities.

Some Examples:
i. Imam Ibn-e-Saa’d narrated by Ibn-e-Abi Mulaika:

“Whenever Asma-bint-Abu Bakr suffered from headache, she put
her hand onto her head and said:
“It is due to my sins and what Allah pardons is much more.”12

ii. Murrah Hamdani narrates:
“I saw a boil in the palm of Shuraih and asked:
O Abu Umayyah! What is it?
He replied:
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“This is what your hands have earned and He (Allah) pardons
much.”

iii. Ibn-e-‘Aon narrates:
“When Muhmmad-bin-Sireen was burdened with debt, he fell into
grief and said:
“I recognize the cause of this grief. This is due to my sin which I
committed forty years ago.”13

Second Reference:
Allah said in the Holy Quran:

﴿ظھَرََ الْفسََادُ فیِْ الْبرَِّ وَالْبحَْرِ بمَِا کَسَبتَْ ایَْدِی النَّاسِ لیِذُِیْقھَمُْ بعَْضَ الَّذِیْ عَمِلوُْا 
14یرَْجِعُوْنَ﴾لعََلَّھمُْ 

“Evil (sins and disobedience of Allah) has appeared on land and sea
because of what the hands of men have earned (by oppression and evil
deeds), that He (Allah) may make them taste a part of that which they
have done, in order that they may return (by repenting to Allah, and
begging His Pardon).”

Interpretation of the verse:
i. Qazi Abu-Sa’ood writes:

﴿ظھَرََ الْفسََادُ فیِْ الْبرَِّ وَالْبحَْرِ﴾ “Evil (sins and disobedience of Allah) has
appeared on land and sea” such as draught, deaths, burning in fire,
drowning, cutting of Allah’s Blessings and excess of wrong doings.
﴿بمَِا کَسَبتَْ ایَْدِی النَّاسِ﴾ “because of what the hands of men have earned” i.e.
due to their mischievous deeds.

﴿لیِذُِیْقھَمُْ بعَْضَ الَّذِیْ عَمِلوُْا﴾ “that He (Allah) may make them taste a part of that
which they have done” i.e. make them taste a part of His punishment,
because complete punishment will be in the Hereafter.

((لعََلَّھمُْ یرَْجِعُوْنَ)) “in order that they may return” from their habits.15

Sheikh Saa’di writes:
“They were punished with different kinds of torment, that they might
know Allah (Alone) is All-Giving the reward of their deeds. He (Allah)
showed them an example in this world, that they might restrain
themselves to do such deeds which caused mischief and they might put
themselves on the straight path and their condition would be right.”16

Arguments for the Punishment of Sins in this world from the Quran

The Quran says:
ا نہُوُْا عَنْہُ قلُْناَ لہَمُْ كُوْنوُْا قرَِدَةً خٰسِــِٕیْنَ ﴿ ا عَتوَْا عَنْ مَّ 17﴾فلَمََّ
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“So when they exceeded the limits of what they were prohibited,
We said to them: "Be you monkeys, despised and rejected."

It makesclear that the particular group of Israelites were punished in this
world for their sins.
At another point, Allah says:

ابیِۃًَ ﴿ 18﴾فعََصَوْا رَسُوْلَ رَبِّہِمْ فاَخََذَہمُْ اخَْذَةً رَّ

“And they disobeyed their Lord's Messenger, so He punished them with
a strong punishment”

بوُْہمَُا فكََانوُْا مِنَ الْمُہْلكَِیْنَ ﴿ 19﴾فكََذَّ

and So they denied them both [Musa (Moses) and Harun (Aaron)] and
became of those who were destroyed.”

These and other verses from the Quran similar to them provide the
argument for the punishment of sins in this world. The devil and the
previous people were devastated in various ways due to their own sins.
Iblees was casted away and forsaken due to his sin. His inner was
devastated, he proved himself cursed rather than graced by God. He was
thrown away from Him and lost His nearness. These were the sins which
sank the people of Noah into the floodwater, people of Add were killed
by a fast and furious wind, people of Samud were killed with a big roar,
the dwellings of the people of Lut were turned over, people of Shoaib,
people of the Pharaoh and other ancient peoples were destroyed due to
nothing but their sins.

So we know that punishment of sins is imposed upon us both in this
world and the next and also in the grave.

Ahadith about the Punishment of Sins in this world

It can be summarized that the presumption of sins and wickedness not
punished in this world is false. The truth is that sins are punished in this
world as well. Today, vulgarity is common in our society and isn’t it
making various diseases prevalent? Today, we cheat in measuring things
correctly, consequently aren’t we oppressed by bad governments. Today,
we do not manage to pay Zakat and isn’t it causing drought? Today, we
break our promises and hasn’t it lead us to be ruled by others?

It’s surprising that there is not a single place on the entire planet where a
constitution derived solely from the Quran and Ahadith is being
enforced and all our governments are puppets in the hands of others.
Earthquakes occur on a regular basis due to use of alcohol and music
becoming common in the society. During the last few years, severe
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earthquakes have occurred in different parts of world which have caused
great devastation, why? Ahadith have clearly foretold all of this.

But it’s sad that our society is not willing to take it seriously. Indeed, it
does not consider it because of the wrath of God. Instead, it tries to find
scientific explanation for it and tries to use that explanation to deter the
wrath of God. This is so stupid because no one can stop the wrath of
God. They could not stop earthquakes even after fifty years of
discovering its causes, and they never will be able to stop it. The need of
the hour is to find out spiritual causes of these calamities and these
causes are the disobedience of God and sins. May Allah grant us wisdom
to understand the truth and save us from all sorts of punishments in this
world and the next, Ameen!!!

Worldly Damages due to sins and their Punishments

Imam Malik said to Imam Shafayi that he can see light in his heart and
he may not waste it by committing sins.

Allah Almighty says:

20﴾وَاتَّقوُا اللهَ لعََلَّكُمْ تفُْلحُِوْنَۧ یٰٓایَُّھاَ الَّذِیْنَ اٰمَنوُا اصْبرُِوْا وَصَابرُِوْا وَرَابطِوُْا ۣ ﴿

O you who believe! Endure and be more patient (than your enemy), and
guard your territory by stationing army units permanently at the places
from where the enemy can attack you, and fear Allah, so that you may
be successful.
Livelihood is either reduced or it is earned after a great deal of mental
and physical hardship. A person is deprived of his livelihood due to sins.
The Quarn says:

ٕنِْ كَفرَْتمُْ انَِّ عَذَابيِْ لشََدِیْدٌ ﴿ ٕنِْ شَكَرْتمُْ لاَزَِیْدَنَّكُمْ وَلَ نَ رَبُّكُمْ لَ 21﴾وَاذِْ تاَذََّ

And when your Lord proclaimed: "If you give thanks (by accepting
Faith and worshipping none but Allah), I will give you more, but if you
are thankless, verily! My Punishment is indeed severe."
If there is no reduction in livelihood after sinning, then it is only a
relaxation from God which should not cause one to delude himself.
Sinning closes the door of divine assistance.
Allah says

ا انِْ تنَْصُرُوا اللهَ ینَْصُرْكُمْ وَیثُبَِّتْ اقَْدَامَكُمْ ﴿ 22﴾یٰٓایَُّہاَ الَّذِیْنَ اٰمَنوُْٓ

“O you who believe! If you help Allah, He will help you, and make your
foothold firm.”
We come to know that obedience (to God) brings divine assistance
which is not bestowed in case of sins.
Sinning reduces the worth of a person. Allah says
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نَ اللهِ ﴿ ا الاَِّ بحَِبْلٍ مِّ ۃُ ایَْنَ مَا ثـُقفِوُْٓ لَّـ نَ النَّاسِ وَباَۗءُوْ ضُرِبتَْ عَلیَْہِمُ الذِّ وَحَبْلٍ مِّ
نَ اللهِ وَضُرِبتَْ عَلیَْہِمُ الْمَسْكَنۃَُۭ  ذٰلكَِ باِنََّھمُْ كَانوُْا یكَْفرُُوْنَ بِاٰیٰتِ اللهِ بغَِضَبٍ مِّ

كَانوُْا یعَْتدَُوْنَۤ وَیقَْتلُوُْنَ الاْنَْۢبیِاَۗءَ بغَِیْرِ حَقٍّۭ  23﴾ذٰلكَِ بمَِا عَصَوْا وَّ

“Indignity is put over them wherever they may be, except when under a covenant
from Allah, and from men; they have drawn on themselves the Wrath of Allah, and
destruction is put over them. This is because they disbelieved in the Ayat of Allah
and killed the Prophets without right. This is because they disobeyed (Allah) and
used to transgress beyond bounds.”
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