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The study elaborates on madrassa education and 

professional growth of students there in Quetta city. 

Pakistan’s madrasa education focuses more on Islamic 

education which inculcates spirituality and shapes religious 

knowledge. However, the absence of modern subjects like 

Information and Communication Technology (ICT), 

Mathematics, Science and vocational training created a gap 

between these students’ skills and the requirement of today’s 

job market. By using the Human Capital Theory as a 

framework the study has highlighted the issues faced by 

madrasa graduates especially with reference to job 

insecurity. The study reveals the unmatched relationship 

between the madrasa curriculum and professional growth 

and shows that the madrasa graduates have limited 

opportunity to survive in the society. The study recommends 

some measures to improve the curriculum of madrasa; add 

modern subject and to ensure vocational training that can 

help them to acquire jobs. Further, madrasas of Quetta city 

need the support of provincial government in building 

infrastructure. Such kinds of changes are due for the 

madrasas in Quetta, madrasa graduates for having an easy 

access to the employment opportunities and then to play 

their pivotal role in the development of Pakistan. 
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Introduction 

Pakistan is an ideological country that was founded by the Muslims to 

protect Islamic values and culture. In Pakistan, the foundation of education 

lies on the ideology of Pakistan. Madrasas are the educational institutions 

that are working on student’s growth and character building. Madrasa 

education plays an essential role in the Islamic countries and families. 

Madrasa education is also the important aspect in a child’s life in learning 

because it provides Islamic education which is a necessary part of the life. 

In Baluchistan number of students avail the madrasa education, here 

families prefer madrasa education due to no fees, no uniform, stationary 

materials and food. Baluchistan is already deprived from the educational 

opportunities, and madrasa play significant role in Baluchistan to educate 

the children. Number of studies have been done on madrasa education 

perception in society, religious education instead of this, little attention 

given to madrasa curriculum and its role in building the students 

professional development, and due to this limited studies still it is not found 

that the madrasa’s curriculum carries critical thinking, comprehensive 

education or not. The study will help the teachers, policy makers, 

stakeholders and the society to understand madrasa’s curriculum role in 

professional growth of the learners of madrasa. Therefore, the current study 

aims to examine the level of madrasa education curriculum that influence 

the professional growth of students in Balochistan. The finding of this study 

is expected to improve the quality of madrassa education curriculum, that 

help the children of Balochistan to avail professional opportunities in the 

society.  

Madrasa is a place where the Muslim children get the knowledge about 

Islamic teachings and values. Madrasa is the educational institute, just like 

schools, colleges and universities. It helps to learn all aspects of life like 

surviving in society, dealing with people, earning ethics etc., under the 

Islamic perspective and Sunnah.1 

The history of madrasa education is quite different from today. In early 

days, the focus of madrasa education was only on teaching religious science 

and an individual’s role in society according to Sunnah simply was to focus 

on the Quran and Hadith. Now the madrasas’ role has been changed in 

every country; some follow the traditional religious teachings and some are 

following the modern techniques.2  

In madrasa the curriculum is based on the traditional curriculum, which 

focuses on Quran, Hadith, Jurisprudence and spirituality. Further study has 

revealed that Madrasa education follows the teacher-centric approach in the 

classroom. This concept and the curriculum of madrasa need modification 
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and studies emphasized these changes can occur when the government and 

donors are asked to take part. There are some Madrasas in some countries 

bringing some positive changes in their curriculum, like languages, 

vocational training and introducing the basic subjects like Mathematics, 

Science and Pakistan Studies for the need of society so that they can get 

jobs easily.3 However, Madrasa education and its role are debatable today, 

because many research scholars believe it needs to change and meet the 

criteria of society that alumni of madrasas can get employment. Many 

madrasas do not add Technology, Science and Mathematics in the 

curriculum and it due to this students’ skills become limited to survive in 

society.4   

According to Dawn, in 2023, Pakistan was facing a shortage of job around 

8.5% because of economic issues and high inflation.5 Another study of 

Farooqui highlights that in Pakistan 35,000 madrasas are present, in which 

only 12,500 madrasas are registered. Every year 1.5 million students are 

graduated from these madrasas and from them only 10% get the jobs in 

government sectors or any other private institutes, the other 86% graduates 

work in mosques, madrasas or do any other small business.6 Another report 

given by Pakistan Bureau of Statistics in 2017 found that 63% of students of 

madrasas were jobless in 2015 to 2016. The World Bank did another survey 

and their report stated that only 1% of students at madrasas are capable of 

acquiring occupations in formal sector.7 There is a huge gap between 

Pakistan’s madrasa education and requirements of the employment market, 

so this problem needs serious attention to reorganize the curriculum of 

madrasas. This kind of incongruity between the madrasa curriculum and 

skill is harmful for the future of many children. The students of madrasas 

struggle for the jobs after graduating but according to their degree, they do 

not get their expected job, which is quite disappointing for them.8  

Madrasa education is traditional Islamic education in Muslim countries like 

Pakistan. However, in previous centuries, Madrasa education was the main 

source of knowledge, but now it is the most criticized one because the 

madrasa education is not found to provide technical and practical education, 

due to which they get limited opportunity to get the job.9  

Madrasa education has a prestigious history in the Muslim culture; the role 

of madrasa education is to spreading Islamic education. In Quetta, which is 

the capital city of Baluchistan, madrasa education consider valuable, here 

almost all families prefer madrasa education for their children and here 

number of registered madrasas are present to preserve Islamic traditions.10 

Moreover, the Madrasas of Quetta city need to an amended curriculum 

which not only focuses on religious subject but also focuses on the skills 
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essential for the professional growth. Madrasas in Quetta city already 

deprived of the opportunities such as teacher training, formal infrastructure 

and educational policies as compare to other urban cities in Pakistan. The 

current study aim at analyzing the curriculum of madrasa and its role in the 

development of professional growth. 

 

Literature Review  
Madrasa education is one of the oldest form of education in the world of the 

Muslim. The madrasa education provides religious knowledge and ethics of 

life. Now in the society, many questions are raised about the professional 

growth of madrasa alumni. The question does not exist here whether we 

should get Madrasa education or not, but the challenge is how the Madrasa 

degree, curriculum, strategies need to be standardized inside and out of the 

madrasa.11 A number of research studies in Asia have been done and these 

research articles focuses on several important questions, such as what kind 

of strategies, curriculum, opportunities and professional skills Madrasa 

education produces? 

In South Asia from the eighteenth century, the Dars-i-Nizami scheme has 

been followed and this system is based on the Quran, Hadith, 

Jurisprudence, Arabic grammar and classical philosophy. This system was 

established for the purpose to obtaining religious knowledge and guidance 

not for obtaining any position in society.12 This system produced so many 

religious scholars and leaders, even today this system gives strong religious 

reading and understanding of text.13 

However, in the colonial time period, modern education took place, and 

then Madrasa education  became less of a priority in society, because the 

British brought that concept that the people who got modern education 

would get good positions job in society and these people were earning well 

by these positions, so all society’s focus shifted to modern education instead 

of Madrasa education.14  According to Bano, Madrasa does not directly 

affect the career of an individual rather it depends on Madrasa curriculum, 

skills taught in Madrasa and local economy.15  

There are a number of reasons behind facing job shortages for madrasa 

students. The first reason is that the madrasa curriculum emphases only on 

religious studies, the curriculum of madrasa education is not officially 

recognized by the Pakistan education system, and technical and practical 

skills are not provided.16 Additionally, Ali  explores how society treats 

madrasa students unfairly due to some negative image of the madrasa 

environment.17  The study of Akbar states that public schools are providing 

the lower level of religious education due to which many poor families 



Curriculum and Career: Exploring the Influence of Madrasa Education on Students’ … 

 

45 

prefer their kids to send to Madrasa.18 Further, Goldberg expresses the 

thought after 9/11 about madrasa that they are preparing spiritual fighters 

under the shadow of religious education.19 After 9/11, the concept of 

madrasa education in worldwide became negative, and people started 

believing they were creating violence.20  

There are so many negative and positive things to witness about the 

madrasa individuals, and again this only depends on the madrasa’s 

curriculum that what they learn, and who teaches them. The study of 

Rehman explored, madrasas are creating strict and violent leaders. In 

addition, some scholars’ groups argue that in Pakistan Madrasa’s system is 

the cause of producing violence, extremism, and conflict in the society.21 

Further critics thinks these madrasas are spreading strict religious concepts, 

which lead to the harsh issues. Brent says it would not be better to say that 

madrasas are producing terrorists, instead madrasas are not producing 

skillful individuals.22 

Pakistan is currently facing a number of issues related to madrasas because 

their education mismatches the job criteria. Everybody knows this is the 

thoughtful matter but still it is not the priority of the Government.23 

Moreover, the education of madrasas does not prepare students for the 

better jobs in different sectors, due to limited opportunities; they turn 

towards radical ideas. Further, after the government of Zia, madrasa 

education was neglected by Pakistan. In 1998, almost 2,800 madrasas grew 

and in 2002, the number increased up to 9900.24 

During the Zia ul Haq government, madrasa education spread rapidly and 

this was the time when 7000 Deobandi madrasas increased.25 From 1972 to 

1981, Pakistan’s population grew by 29%.26 This time in Pakistan, a 

number of graduates came out from the madrasa, but they were unable to 

know the business and job in society. It was hard for them to get jobs in the 

competitive society where people prefer modern education to understand 

business and modern jobs. In 1982, Zia-ul-Haq prepared the policy and 

made the rule, that madrasa degree would be equal to the MA degree in 

Arabic or Islamiyat. This rule becomes helpful for the madrasa students to 

avail good opportunities in society. 

In the study conducted in Peshawar by Aziz et al. , the students of madrasa 

have hurdles in finding jobs because of their lack of command on English 

language and fewer professional contacts.27 On the other side, studies have 

shown the students of madrasas are found with good qualities like 

discipline, patience, deep religious knowledge, and strong dedication, which 

are helpful for any job. Moreover, another study by that the students of 

madrasa do not get jobs in any sector in Pakistan due to their negative 
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stereotypes, but it also needs to be acknowledged that they are hard workers 

and disciplined. This quality helps madrasa students to work in any social 

place.28  

 

Research Methodology 

The study has opted survey research design under the Quantitative mode. 

Survey method is one of the traditional methods in the field of research that 

is used to describe the situation. A quantitative study manages to take only 

numbers, it does not deal with the thoughts, assumptions and observations. 

In addition, Research population is the essential part of the any research. 

Population is the huge individuals’ group from where researcher hand-

picked few persons for the purpose of collecting data. The sample of the 

study comes out from the population. Population has two types, which are 

accessible population and target population. The population for the current 

research has been selected is accessible population, accessible population 

can be easily generalized, and can easily access them. The population of the 

present study are the students and teachers of the Quetta city Madrasas, the 

male and female both Madrasas are included. The sampling technique of the 

current study is convenient sampling technique. Moreover, there are several 

tools for the quantitative research, but the tool that has been used for the 

existing study is Structured Questionnaire to gather the data and was based 

on the 5 points Likert Scale, to gather the data. The obtained data has been 

entered into the SPSS (Statistical Packages for Social Sciences) version 23 

and the questionnaire was analyzed through Pearson’s Correlation.     

 

Conceptual Framework  
The current study is based on the Becker’s Human Capital Theory. This 

theory presents the clear perspective that education improves individuals’ 

skills and knowledge that help to get jobs in society.29 Madrasas’ 

curriculum focuses on the religious content only, and it depicts that it is the 

main source to build skills in madrasa students. Moreover, this framework 

seems to indicate that society accepts those individuals who have skills in 

language, ICT, critical thinking, and knowledge. These skills increase the 

chances of professional growth and contribute positively to their role in the 

society. Therefore, some research studies argue that the curriculum of 

Madrasa in Pakistan does not focus on these skills, but if modern subjects 

included in their studies, they can have opportunities of jobs.30 Another 

study by Asadullah and Chaudhury shows that, on an international level it is 

suggested that if Islamic schools add vocational and general subjects to the 
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curriculum, then graduates can get better access to higher education and 

jobs.31  

 

Conceptual Framework                          
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Findings and Discussion  

Correlations between Madrasa Curriculum and Professional Growth  

 

 Madrasa Curriculum 

Professional 

Growth 

Madrasa 

Curriculum 

Pearson 

Correlation 
1 -.033 

Sig. (2-tailed)  .640 

N 200 200 

Professional 

Growth 

Pearson 

Correlation 
-.033 1 

Sig. (2-tailed) .640  

N 200 200 

 

The above table reflects the negative relationship between the madrasa 

curriculum and the professional growth of the madrasa’s students in Quetta 

city. The value -.033 depicts the negative relationships between the 

dependent and independent variables. The table further revealed the 

madrasas of Quetta city have a good curriculum, but it does not influence 

Madrasa Curriculum Professional Growth   

Quran+ 

Hadith+ 

Fiqh+Arabic 

Grammer 

Job in 

Society  

Human Capital 

(competences) 

Language+ 

Critical 

thinking+ 

ICT+ 

Knowledge  
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their professional growth. Moreover, society does not accept their degree 

for the job,and particularly in the government sector. The graduates of 

madrasas are limited to teaching jobs in Islamic schools or modern schools, 

such as Quran teacher, Madrasa teacher, and Islamiyah teacher. Further, the 

students of madrasas curriculum do not work on any special skill that helps 

them to survive in the society, like ICT skill, a good command on Urdu and 

English language as this is the main source of communication in 

professional places, any vocational training and professional ethics. The 

most important thing came out during this study is that the students of 

madrasas are not getting good opportunities for jobs due to their physical 

appearance too.  

Ali et al., study reveals that the madrasa graduated faced number of 

challenges in seeking jobs both in private and in public sectors.32 In the 

labor market madrasa, graduates face discrimination because people have a 

negative perception about them that they are not able to perform any 

position. Even madrasa graduates face obstacles due to their dress code and 

religious values. So, the adjustment in the marketplace is the biggest 

challenge for them. Another barrier has been found that the government 

rules and policies are too difficult to match for the madrasa graduates that 

they cannot fulfil the criteria.  Like if, the madrasa graduates wants to apply 

in police, military and civil sectors they have enough capability to apply in 

these departments. The other major problem found that in madrassa, 

teachers are not well qualified and trained; they do not focus on the skills of 

students, which is another cause of not getting good job in society for the 

madrasa graduates.  

Additionally, the study reveals that the madrasa graduates are not judged 

negatively in the society due to their religious perspective on every matter. 

The curriculum of madrasa does not work on the personality of madrasa 

graduates, due to which people do not treat them gracefully. The graduates 

of madrasa are facing fewer opportunities to earn a good amount of money 

because their skills are enough to influence. The study of Blanchard  find 

out, that the madrasa curriculum focuses on religious education, due to 

which students have limited opportunity to learn modern skills, which help 

them to survive in today’s era. That is the reason they have single option of 

teaching.33  

 

Recommendations  

The research recommends some important steps which need to be taken by 

society and the government. First, the government of Baluchistan needs to 

focus on the curriculum of Baluchistan's madrasas. It needs some important 
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changes like awareness of ICT, Critical Thinking, Philosophy, Languages 

(Urdu and English) and Ethics of professional and personality growth. 

Madrasas of Baluchistan need proper infrastructure and trained teachers to 

build their professional skills. In different departments, the government 

must provide opportunities to the madrasa graduates. It is important to own 

them; they are the important graduates of our society. Madrasas of 

Baluchistan needs positive change for this education minister need to check 

madrasas’ progress on a yearly basis and the study further suggests that if 

madrasa education is converted to a semester instead of an annual system it 

will improve the curriculum and professional growth of madrasa students.  



 Pakistan Vision (Vol. 27 No.1, June 2026) 

 

50 

Notes and References 

                                                           

1 Robert W. Hefner and Muhammad Qasim Zaman, eds., Schooling Islam: 

The Culture and Politics of Modern Muslim Education (Princeton, NJ: 

Princeton University Press, 2007), 101-109. 

2 Muhammad Qasim Zaman, The Ulama in Contemporary Islam: 

Custodians of Change (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2002), 

87-96. 

3 Masooda Bano, The Rational Believer: Choices and Decisions in the 

Madrasas of Pakistan (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2012), 1-14. 

4 Yoginder Sikand, Bastions of the Believer: Madrasas and Islamic 

Education in India (New Delhi: Penguin Books, 2005), 150-160. 

 5 “Essay: Can Madressahs Be Mainstreamed?” Dawn, December 22, 2023, 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1880154.  

 6 Nilofer Farooqui, “Impact of Financial Aid as Scholarships on Educational 

Attainment and Quality of Life among Muslim Adolescent Girls in 

Madrasas,” International Journal of Health & Medical Sciences (2018). 

112-125. https://doi.org/10.31295/hms.v1n1.33.  

7 Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, Labour Force Survey 2015–16 (Islamabad: 

Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, 2017), 30-60.  

tp://www.pbs.gov.pk/content/labour-force-survey-2015-16-final-results.  

8 “Essay: Can Madressahs Be Mainstreamed?” Dawn, December 22, 2023, 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1880154.  

9 Saima Khalid, “Challenging Preconceptions: Understanding the 

Employability of Madrassa Graduates in Pakistan,” Development in 

Practice 24, no. 7 (2014): 899–910.  

10 “About 18 Thousand Madaris Registered with the Ministry of Education, 

Says Ittehad Ul Madaris Balochistan,” Jang, December 15, 2024, 

https://e.jang.com.pk/detail/812649.  

 11 Ebrahim Moosa, What Is a Madrasa? (Chapel Hill: University of North 

Carolina Press, 2015), 145-155. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1880154
https://doi.org/10.31295/hms.v1n1.33
http://www.pbs.gov.pk/content/labour-force-survey-2015-16-final-results
https://www.dawn.com/news/1880154
https://e.jang.com.pk/detail/812649


Curriculum and Career: Exploring the Influence of Madrasa Education on Students’ … 

 

51 

                                                                                                                                                   
12 Barbara D. Metcalf, Islamic Revival in British India: Deoband, 1860–

1900 (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1982), 72-80. 

13 Ibid. , 101-109 

14  Tariq Rahman, Denizens of Alien Worlds: A Study of Education, 

Inequality and Polarization in Pakistan (Karachi: Oxford University Press, 

2004), 222-229. 

15  Bano, The Rational Believer, 25-30. 

16 Muhammad Mumtaz, “Employability of Madrassa Graduates in Pakistan: 

A Review of Literature,” Journal of Islamic and Religious Studies 4, no. 1 

(2019). 32–42.  

17 Muhammad Ali, “Employability of Madrassa Graduates: Challenges and 

Opportunities,” Journal of Management and Social Sciences 13, no. 2 

(2017). 86–97.  

18 Akbar S. Ahmed, “Ibn Khaldun Understands of Civilizations and the 

Dilemmas of Islam and the West Today,” Middle East Journal (2002), 101-

109 

19 Jeffrey Goldberg, “Inside Jihad University: The Education of a Holy 

Warrior,” New York Times, June 25, 2000.  

20 Andrew Coulson, Education and Indoctrination in the Muslim World, 

Policy Analysis No. 511 (Washington, DC: Cato Institute, 2003), 134-145. 

21 Rahman, Denizens of Alien Worlds, 55-60. 

22 Brent Hurd, “Analysts Say Many Pakistani Madrassahs Teach Worldview 

of Intolerance,” Voice of America, July 25, 2005, 111-121. 

23 Hamid Ali, Abdul F. Mashhadi, and Ehsan A. Khan, “Role of Madrassa 

Education in Present Globalized Society: Perspectives of Religious 

Teachers of Southern Punjab,” Pakistan Journal of Social Sciences 35, no. 

2 (2015): 101-108. 

24 Muhammad A. Murtadho, “Madrasah: Globalization and Identity,” 

Edukasi: Jurnal Penelitian Pendidikan Agama dan Keagamaan (2017): 

100-109. https://doi.org/10.32729/edukasi.v7i3.117.  

 25 Mohd A. Bakar, Rethinking Madrasah Education in a Globalised World 

(London: Routledge, 2017), 131-140. 

https://doi.org/10.32729/edukasi.v7i3.117


 Pakistan Vision (Vol. 27 No.1, June 2026) 

 

52 

                                                                                                                                                   
26 Dhirendra Mani, Religious Militant Extremism in Pakistan: Security 

Threat to South Asian Region and Challenges (2019), 12-32. 

27 Fazal Aziz, Muhammad A. K. Khattak, and Muhammad J. Haider, 

“Employability of Madrassa Graduates in Pakistan: A Case Study of 

Peshawar,” Bulletin of Education and Research 39, no. 2 (2017): 1–22.  

28 Sana Zahra, Farooq M. Shaikh, and Hamid Ali, “Perceptions of 

Employers about Madrassa Graduates: A Case Study of Karachi,” Journal 

of Education and Educational Development 4, no. 1 (2017): 1–15. 

29 Gary S. Becker, Human Capital: A Theoretical and Empirical Analysis, 

with Special Reference to Education (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 

1964), 22-42.  

30 Arab Naz, Javed Iqbal, Khuda Bakhsh, and Fazal Amin, “The Integration 

of Contemporary Education into Islamic Religious Institutions,” 

International Journal of Innovation, Creativity and Change 14, no. 11 

(2021): 189–205.  

31 M. Niaz Asadullah and Nazmul Chaudhury, “The Question and 

Correlates of Enrolment in Islamic Schools in Bangladesh,” International 

Journal of Educational Development 49 (2016): 122–136, 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijedudev.2016.02.005.  

32 Imran Ali, Muhammad Anwar, and Tasnim Sharmin, “Job Opportunities 

and Obstacles of Madrasah Graduates in Bangladesh,” International 

Fellowship Journal of Interdisciplinary Research 1, no. 1 (2021): 100–120. 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4459964.  

33 Christopher M. Blanchard, Islamic Religious Schools, Madrasas: 

Background (Washington, DC: Congressional Research Service, 2008), 

189-200.  

   

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijedudev.2016.02.005
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4459964

