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Ahstract

This article aims at detalled analysizs of Mazir Ahmad's most
influential nowel, i.e., Taubatanasuh (1868} in colonial
perspective. Mazir Ahtnad's first three nowels ( Miratularoos,
Binatun'ash and Taubatannasuh) were written in response to call
for prize lterature made by Allahabad Gowerrunent i 1868, The
purpose of thiz call was to motivate native writers to produce
some useful course books i vernacular lanpuages of Morth India.
Why Taubatannasuh got first prize can best be understood, if the
conditions and standards zet by S Willlam Duir for prize
winning literature be kept in mind. The story, narration,
characters and style of the zaid novel have been interpreted in the
contezt of colomal situation of 1%th century. Ealitn, the central
character of the novel, condemned by tus father and novelist alike
for hiz deflance, represents a free spurit and msists upon adult
mat's individuality, He 1z the strong woice of the modern man,
that 15 being incessantly suppressed by authority, whether
paternal or of state. The most mteresting point 15 that Kalim's
modern attitude zeems to have been inspired from his own elite
culture, not from western thought as popularly propagated.
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He who thinks greatly must err greatly.
(Maririn Heidegger )
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In fact, it is only in a country under Christian  influence | like those which
happily are seen and felt in India | that the idea of such a book would
present itself to the Moslem mind. And the fact cannot but be regarded

as an encourging token of effect of our religious teaching in India.
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The tale 15 not the mere imitation of an English waork, though it be the
genuine product of English ideas.
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First, because | am sure that the kindness with which the condition

and progress of our Indian fellow- subjects are regarded by Eglishmen

will be enhanced in the mind of those whao care to persue the version.
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