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Abstract

The biography of Prophet Muhatrmad (PBUH) has heen written
by a large number of Muslim scholars. Some non-Mushm writers
have also penned the life of the Holy prophet. FPoets have
composed poetry in hig praize describing mmportant events of his
life. Shaykh Abd al-Faunf Luther was a poet who wrote the first
versified biography of Prophet Wuhatnmd in English. He was not
a horn Wushm and embraced [slam in his early age His books
"Epic of Faith" manifests poet's love and veneration for the
Prophet of [slam. In thiz article besides hiz introduction, his
poetic work especially hiz versified biography of the holy
FProphet, has been studied in details.

mhayldh Abdur Fauf Luther was not a born Wuslim, He was born to
a mikh/Hindu family, His parentz were Silkch and Hindu, Hiz real name was
Wunshi Fam. He was born in 1916 in Salkot District. AR Luther had a
special love for lus homeland and he told about us date and place of bith
itr the following lines:
In Bialicot Ddstrict of Pungah,

Whete hearts of warrior, learned throh,
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Which 1s the soul of Palastan;
In mneteen-siteen I was bornil)

He embraced Islam at the age of soteen years according to the
information published i newspapers on the occasion of his assassmnation
but it seetns that he etmbraced I[slarn when he was more than 16 years old.
He was pulled mnto the realm of Islam by some inwisible power and he left
hiz home as well as s faruly for the greatest and benevolent house of
peace. His journey to Islam was the result of special blessings of a sant
whotn people did not know not he posed himself or declared as such
Actually this saint was a gardener who transmitted to this non-Wiuslim boy
some woard to recite while lceeping his feet in water on the bank: of a canal
He practized it for forty days. After i, the gardener said, "now wou have
been declared successfl" (2)

He appeared in hiz Watriculation esarnination in 1931, and so he
thought that he would pass the exzamination. After a few days, theresult was
announced and he was declared successful. He took some sweets to the
gardener who ate it smilingly and then sad, "the real result will appear after
two vears. [ amm happy that vou have passed that examination as well May
Allah hless woul™ (3

shaylkh Abdur Fauf has talkked about his studies at warious
institutions. He got early education at Jallundur in the East Pumab (India).
Then he studied at Govertunent College Hoshiatpur and later on he got
admizsion at Sadig Egerton College Bahalwalpur and passed his F. 5o
exarmnation. According to Dr. Sahibzada Anwar Ahmad Bugwr, MNunshi
Fam was a student at 5. E. College Bahawalpur dunng 1933-1934,



mahibzada Abdul Ghafoor Bugwi was his class fellow. Both started
attending the Drars-e-Qur'an by Prof. Nuhammad Afzal of the College. He
once wisited Bhera alongwnth his friend Abdul Ghafoor Bugwa and met lis
father Maulana Wuhammad Yahya Bugwi before his conversion to
Islam (4% Shaykh Abdur Fauf has beautifully composzed the following lines
regarding hiz education and conwversion:

mchool to school, College to College,

Ag my future could ackmowledge,

From place to place [ knowledge traced,

Then, all alone, Islam embraced (5

shaylh Abdur Fauf has not mentioned where and when he
erhraced Islam. Dr. Arnvear Ahmad Bugwi has mentioned that he embraced
[slam at the hand of Mavlana Wuhammad Yahya Bugwi and his name was
changed from Munshi Eam to Abdur Fauf after the name of Iiaulana's
deceased son. (4)

After talong his F .S, exarmination at 5. E. College Bahawalpur, he
went to Taunsa shanf There he recewved commands by a samnt in his dream
to go to Sial Sharif and to meet the saint Hadrat Khawaa Qamar ud-Din
sialwd. S0 he went to Sial Shanf (District Sargodha)y and Ehawaja OQamar
ud-Din was much pleased to see him. He remained with him for two
months. Then Khawaja Sahib directed him to move to Bhera (District
margodha) and get some religions education from Mauvlana Muhamimad
Yahya Bugwi. Abdur Fauf started his religious education but only a month
had pazzed when hiz father, brother, uncle and some religious leaders of
Hindu, Sikh and Christian comtmmties approached the havlana and asked
hitn to hand him over to them to take hum to Lahore (7



According to Dr. Bugwi, Ahdur Fauf's father was a Hindu lawyer and
president of Indian Mational Congress of his area and his brother was a
doctor at Cril Hospital Dasla (Sialkot) who after partition served as a Civil
murgeon i Deltn (&) According to A Rauf's son Javaid, his grandfather was
a mikh. (9 He reached Bhera and came to the mosque. He met Wiaulana
Zahoor Atwmad Bugwi (1900-1945% who was brother of hiaulana Yahya
Bugwr and requested to meet hus son. Maulana Zahoor Bugwn talked to has
brother and permission was granted for a meeting only in the presence of a
auard to ensure that Abdur Fauf iz not hartned by his father, His father tried
hiz best to convince his son but he refused to go along with them on the
around that he was a hluslim and iz parents were Sikdh and Hindu, After a
long discussion it was decided that open discussion would be held and he
had to prove to their consolation that [slam was the best religion. The
Ivlaulana feared for he thought that Ahdur Eauf was quite ioshorant of [slam
as he waz a new convert. But his conwiction was strong. He had faith in
Almighty Allah. Therefore Abdur Fauf agreed on the condition that if he
was defeated in the discussion, he would accompany them, and if they were
defeated they should embrace [slatn. S0 a Munazira was held the very nest
day. It took six days to discuss all matters. Abdur Rauf explained them the
rebigon of Islam with particular reference to the personahty of the Holy
Frophet (PBUH) He was able to reply all the questions which thosze
religions leaders put forward and then he counter questioned them which
they were unable to angwer. On the seventh day he gave a resurmne of the soz
days discussions and they were conwvinced that Islam 15 the true religion and
their relimons were not to the standard of [slam. (10%



He asked them to embrace Islam as they had agreed to it bt they
adwvanced lame excuses. MNow they did not dare to ask the Iavlana to hand
hirn over to them. 5o they returned in faldure (113

The father of Abdur Fauf tried his best to mcite trouble. The Hindu
newspapers lilte "Ivlilap" and "Partab" published statements issued by him
He alleged that his son was forcibly converted to Islam. Sahibzada Abdul
Ghafoor Bugwi published reply of this baseless charge in the daily
"Zamindar" and "Sivasat" Lahore. Abdur Fauf did not care for
atythung 12y He endangered his life ondy for the truth and preferred [slam
to his blood relation as he himself has pointed out:

Abandoned every thing for God,
[ wras on voyage to my Lord.

After some time Abdur Fauf returned to Sial shanif He remained
for about nine months in the service of Ehawaja Qamar-ul-Din Sialwi
(1906-1981%. He requested Ehawaa Sahih many a time to teach him to
recite the Holy Qur'an. But every time he kept quiet. Once during the month
of Famadan, he asked Abdur Fauf to open the Holy Qur'an and listened to
hitn az he spoke from his memory because he was Hafiz-e-Qur'an. Only
oncehe read and that was enough. Hewas sure thereafier that he could read
it of s own The only lesson that the revered saint gave him hasz been
dezcribed by hum m the following words:

"Love of the Holy Prophet 1z most eszential and [ should

careto rear it in my heat. "

Ehawaja Mubhammad Carmar-ul-Din Siala was a religious scholar and
farmmous mystic of Clushtia silsilah (order). He once made Abdur Faufto sit



in front of hitn and asked hitn to look into hiz eyes. He did not know what
happened but certainly felt something pouring in his heart. Thereafter, he
repeated the same lesson from eyes to eves and eves to heart. That was the
end of his lesson. Ehawaja Satub asked him to go to Lahore and continue
hiz studies. (13}

Abdur Fauf was a poet of English language. It seetns that he had
studied the prose and poetry of great English poets like Shelley Eeats,
Wordsworth, Byron, Shakespeare, IWhlton and Chaucer that helped hum to
become a good poet of English language. He himself says:

To me 1z Shelley dear friend,

Atd think of Mature, heawen hlend;

Keats and Byron, Wordsworth, Shalcespeare,

Helping me and MWilton, Chaucer,

About his poetry, he has cotnposed the following couplet:
Fhyme and Bhyme which [ have cover'd,

Composed [ poems when over-powered ( 14)

mhaylh Abdur Fauf served i the Press Information Department,
Government of Pakistan and refired asz Assistant Director. He had an
opportunity to worl as secretary censor hoard. He led a troublesome life
About his service he haz composed the following lines:

In servitude my life was hired,
Utitdl with honour T retired,
merving Army and the Ciwl,
Mowr I keep my dainty wgil. (15

On September 2, 1958 Abdur Fauf was assassinated by an



unidentified young man. It g0 happened that two young persons came to his
house situated inside Bhati Gate a day before. Both the young boys asked
himn why he had blasphemed the Holy Prophet (PRUH) 10 his book. Shaylch
Abdur Fauf responded 1n negative and clanfied, "that 15 another Luther who
haz done blasphemy" Later on, they expressed their desite to buy his hool
entitled "IWiuharmmad: Wisdom of Life" but they could not do so due to
shortage of money. They prommised to come on next day. One of them came
on 2nd Septernber, 1988 and attacked him with a dagger as he was all alone
in hiz apattment. He was tushed to hospital for treatment bt he could not
survive due to severe injuries and died i the hospital (16)

shaylkh Abdur Fauf Luther composed numerous verses especially
on mufism. "Epic of Faith" 12 actually first versified biography i Enghish. In
the bheginning, the following poetn has been incladed which 12 a heautifial
piece of poetry. Other wersified biographies include "Cradle to Crosg, Jesus
Christ", "Lotus of Love, Lord Buddha" and "Al the Divine Inspired Soul”.
A Humble petition to the crown of creation, The Prophet of
Islam, Mercy for every nation

This poem iz actually the translation of hlaulana Altaf Husayn
Hali's poem "ard-e-Hal"( .,_Jl.: .,,;""}*' Jrut AR, Luther has not mentioned
atywhere that the thought 12 not oniginal, rather it has been detived from
Hali's poem. There is one main difference between the poems of Luther and
Hali. Hali's poem contamns 63 couplets but Luther's poem comprizes 53

stanzas. wayyed Zafar Husayn Bukhan has alleged A K. Luther for
plagiaristn. (17} The charge of plagiariam 12 affirmed by the comparizon of

thesetwo poetns. A comparizon has heen made by quoting some couplets of
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Hali and stanzas of Luther below:
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The Faith which had itvnted,

IWlagnificent Kings and emperor,
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Bereft of all attraction. (237
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If worst weare of all tmen,

Char clatm then uppermost,

As heard we have you mention,

The brolen heatts you lovemost. (27

The last line 12 not correct translation Dful_!‘ff W which may be
rendered mto English as "The sinful 12 for me "
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' Sawiour ofthe Ummat's ship,

We are ih lamentation;

For, the fate has drown the ship,

Towerge of it destruction(31)
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Theit ship has been surrounded,
By dangerous perils - all dread. (33)
S Fa LU
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Thereare good and bad in them,
Al metnbers of your nation,
It 15 trae each one of them,
Lits his heart with ¥'r affection. (35)

Thethemes of ines composzed by Luther iz denved from Hali's
Urdupoetry which 15 ewident from the comparizon of Hal's Urdu couplets
and Luthet's quoted ahove.

Seerah of Prophet Muhammad{(PEUH)

The poet has composed beautiful verses pertaining to the life of
Prophet { Seerat-un-Mahi) that is spreaded over more than 200 pages
(p.21-222%. In the beginning he has wntten 15 stanzas under the title "To
Ivly Feader”.

The Picture of WMuharmtnad's Life,
Pottray shall [ ih words of life;
Enshrined 15 he it mumerous hooks,
Which people read to happier looks.
Authentic version I shall offer,

For inteligent, average reader,

Mot all mncidents or feature,

But the salient and the sweeter. (36)
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Luther explaing the bitth-place of the Holy Prophet{FEUH) in the

following lines:

Ivlecea 15 the Urnrmul Qura,

Iother of the towns of Arabia,

In sterile valley Ilecca lies,

Mo cultivation can surprise,

Mo wellz, no trees, no dates gardens,

IMo valley green, no firuit orcharda. (37

The poet praises the family and forefathers of the blessed Prophet

Wuhammad in the following lines:

Distinoushed members of Quresh,

Were privileged powerfl Quresh,

Custodian of Holy Ka'ha,

Wasz the virtuous head of Iecca.

The oligarchy of the cluefs,

Were leading members of the house,

Ofkozzay to have full controal,

Functions - religious, political.

But now entrusted Ka'ba's leeys

Toa man of Abdul Dar's house.

The wells of Zamzam with Hashirns,

To maintain law were the Tayatns,

But Abdul Dluttalib was man,

Ofinfluence, character firm.
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He wras the emiment chief of all,
Hiz digmty was loved by all,
He wras at the height of power,
He was aclmowledged far and near. (38)
About the father of the Holy Prophett PBUH) Abdullah hin Abdul
Ivuttalih, Luther says:
His fawourite son was Abdullah;
Ivlost handsome, lovely Abdullah;
And once he thought of zacrifice,
For God of Ea'ha, for loveto rise.
satd zome chieftains of Quresh,
"To compensate kall in his place,
Cine hundred camels, bt to sawve
Abdullah's life, the charming boy. (39
After describing the conditions of the Age of Ignorance (the
Jahiliyya Period), the poet tells about the birth of MMuhammad! PBUH)
It wras the time Muharnmad born,
Ivlercy for universe was horn. (400
The poet further describes some events connected with the birth of
Prophet Muharmmad (FBUH) i the following lines:
Baby - Prophet in prostration,
With first finger towards heaven,
Played on lips, "There is one God,
Ivluhammad 1z His Prophet-lord; (413

The birth of great men is always accompanied with some
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esttraordinary events and tmitacles in case of the prophets. The poet has
described the miracles associated with the birth of the Prophet of Islam
(FBUH) as follows:

Pinnacles of Kisra fell,

The Parziz five had lost its spell;

The whole of universe was in swing,

For faries itz pleasure to sing.

'The Crown of Uiverse 15 cotne,

The gates of heavens are open,

The house of Hashitns was now Ut

By light of heavens bit by bit. (42)
Luther furthers articulates some more miracles:

O the mght of WMuhattmad's birth,

Palace of Kasra shook i tnirth;

Its fourteen pmnacles fell to brealk,

Palace was rocked by an earthqualze,

Persian's sacred fire extinguizshed,

Which unintermittingly burned,

Fromm such a titne itntmetnoral,

Without any assignable

Causze Suddenly, Officiating priests

Saw strange visions in its retreats.

Thelake of Sala, too, was dried,

The wvanishing darkness sobbed and cried. (43
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Abdul Muttalib was asked about the name of newly horn haby. The
question and his reply 15 poetically described as follows:
And 1ol He spoke aloud and said:
[ve named grandson as WMuharmmad,
Toa question as he was asked
By some guests about the lad.
He 1z the hope, so1s such name,
Fxcel he shall in fortune, fame. (44
According to the practice of Arabia, new-born Iluharmimad (PRUH) was
entiasted to foster-mmother, Halitna, of the trihe of Hawazin, to be reared in
the pure atmosphere. The poet has described 1t in the following lines:
Atnena was informed in drearn,
The babe would be suclded by one
Of the tribes of Abu Fuhaih,
w0 heard Halitna of that babe,
surprisingly. she rushed to place,
And there she went the babeto trace.
=0as soonas she got the child,
Abundant mille suddenly flowed
It her breast and in her carnel,
Her thin lean ass was now matvel;
Her cattle were now growing fat,
=0 happiy she did relate (45

The poet has composed beautiful poetry pertamning to the Prophet's
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earlier years:

In Mecca born posthumous child,
When he was st bz mother died;
Lo! There he was doubly orphan,
Abdul Wuttalib was his guardian;
Hetoo died two years afer,
Without protection, shelter there;
Abu Talih was his guardian now,
He wag his uncle, to love brewr. (44)

When a war brole out hetween Ouraysh and Hawazin, the Holy
Prophet (PRUHY helped his uncles. As thiz war began durmg the sacred
months, therefore, it 1z called war of Fhyar or the sacnlegious war. AR
Luther says:

Intwentieth year ocourred war,
Motorious called Harbal Fhar,
Ivluhammad, m it took no part,

Except to gather arrows discharged. (47)

The Holy Prophet adopted the profession of trade because his
forefathers were businessimen. The poet tells in a poetic way:
Lol How he 13 a carmel driver,
oilent, sumple, righteous, purer,
Ehuidija picked hitn up for trade,
mhe fortune had of magnitude,
mhe was widow but business ran,

mhe was the princess of her clan;



13

To zetvea widow, he was pleased,
Efforts for business he increased. (45)
Cn the eve of Prophet Muhammad's marriage to Ehadija bint

Elweayhid, Abu Talb read the sermon of Miklzah that has been narrated by
A R Luther ag follows:

"The benediction of greatest God,

Creator, Sowvereign, lovely Lord,

All praises are to God alone,

Ivlake up posterity of Abrahatn,

And [smael, his son, and gave

Uz sacred land and made us brave.

We are the guardians of the House,

A piloritnage for all Arahs,

We are the judges of all men,

Ivlay he be bedun, lath and lon

luhatrimad the son of Abdullah,

Ivly nephew, with grace of Allah,

SUrpasses every tman in looks,

He has no stain of any bools.

In wrtues, i mntelligence,

Eludya loves hum with her heart

Hereciprocates on his part;

=0 [ unite thetn now together,

A pair fine each other's shelter.

To celebrate marriage declare:
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What 15 essential for doweer,
F.esponsibility [ undertale,
Ye come, we marriage celebrate. (49)

The biographers of the Holy Prophet (FBEUH) tell that he resolved
the dispute aroused over the installation of the Black stone (Hajr-e-Aswad).
When the Holy Ka'ha was being rebuilt by all clans of Quraysh. Luther says
in this regard:

"Fa'ba they had reconstracted,

And Hajre Aswad to be studded,
Theright of handling sacred stone,
Created rift in every town,

The tribal chuefs at length discussed,
And then agreed whoszo entered

The temple first the morming nesxt
Abide by hiz decizion best.

It happened there MWuharmmad came,
mpread the carpet called for men,
For every tribe to lend a hand,
Consolation for all concerned. (500

The poet undetlines the first revelation that the Holy Prophet

(PBUH) receved in the cave of the Mount Hira as follows:
Thereafter voice requested me,
'Fepeat what [ speals to thee '
[ knewr not what [ had to say,
[ lnewr not what to ham convey.
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'Innatne of God, the Sovereign Lord,

The God who made man out of clat

Cfblood. Taught him what he knew not. (510

Thereupon, Khadya consoled her husband. The poet further

dezcribes the event as follows:

It happened when [ was awale

Ehadya said: God won't for sake

He loves you, He will never part

You from the truth, Ye good at heart.

Protmise yve keep, ye are honest,

Generous and land, shy but modest;

Drear hmsband! Be of good cheer,

Allah has chosen Prophet dear. (52

After the death of hiz uncle Abu Talth  and his wife Fhadya, the

Prophet of lercy (PBUH) went for huz heavenly journey called ascension
(rr'rap). Luther says:

By orace of God Muhatmimad statted,

Journey from hiz house, awaited.

At might he traveled by Burag,

From sacred Mosque to farther Wosgue,

Precincts of which were blesz'd by God,

Transported Prophet in a nod,

With soul and body to the Throne -

mublitne, Eternal, Gracious Throne,

Ivlysterious it may look to man,

But it did happen m a span. (33)
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When the followers of the Iessenger of Allah (peace be upon him)
were being persecuted by the infidels, they were allowed to migrate to
Abyasinia. The poet describes the event in the following lines:

To zeel refuge but somewhere else,
Abyasinia was the Prophet's choice.

They may avoid bewildered brain
Tobreathe in comfort and rid pain.

It hatterniess he made this chart,

sad, sorrowful, morose was hiz heart. (54)

The Holy Prophet (PBUH) mugrated from Malkdeah to Madina and
established a city-state there. He alzo gawve "Chatter of Madinah" - the first
written constitution. The poet says:

Although refugee from his town

In Medina "Sovereign crown”.

He had to form alliance far,

To combat passive active war,
Iuhatnmad God's vicegerent,

FPeople's sovereign, but God's servant. (55

On the occasion of the Farewell Pigrimage (Hajjat-al-Wada) the
Holy Prophet (FBUH) be upon him) has nformed the companions about his
detnize. The poet describes the prophecy i the following lines:

[ lohow not we shall meet again
In here, like you, [ ama man,
Angel of death may soon appear,
[ tmst obey iy God to honour, (56)
About the last days of the Prophet (PBUH) Luther says:
Health of the Prophet contitued,
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To wane. Arabia had been subdued;
Fleventh year of Hyra,

Was severest for Medina;

He got a wiolent pain 1 head,

Which with Prophet's fllness mingled. (57)

The poet has told about the sad deruse of the Prophet of Islam in
the followring lines:

Mowr there was wiolence it his pain,
He was feeling greatest strain,
Dreclared freedom for all slaves,
Dhistributed Dirharn, Dinars;

Faized his eyes towards the Heaven,
Bade his soul ascend to Heaven. (58)

In short, it can be said that the poet has beautifully versified all
important events of the life of Prophet NWuhammad (PBUH) which
manifests the poet's love and weneration for him.
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