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Abstract

Sir Agha Khan III, a renowned leader of Pakistan Movement,
was an ardent supporter to the cause of Arabic Language in
Pakistan. He was the first Pakistani politician who felt the need
of adopting Arabic as “the National Language of Pakistan”. In
1955, his famous speech delivered at the Karachi Conference
of Islamic World, favoring the adoption of Arabic as national
language, was a milestone in the history of Arabic in Pakistan.
Besides translating his speech into Arabic, an endeavor,
through this article, has also been rendered to critically analyze
the main points of this historical speech.

b ¢

dall) JLad) dpdad cuald ¢ 41947 A B GlisSy Cuald dia
so6B ) Lae ¢ Al alall Glaual G adld BI5GB Al
(1 ). gie daiay ) J¥) ASlaall ) gl

A g dad (8 Ol et Al 8l ol sl o ligh
£1A1 138 4o ) Aal) dus ol Sl (e S 39 LaS sl
el pdl) cpabiad) sles H) g slalal) e AT Adith dad cuils
COUmSly Gy al A by liusl L) (e ALB ) eed 2y
WSl (B A g g dpana ) Aad Ay ad) Aadl) JLEAL (lline
s 58 @i}\ oda ‘_Aaé-'é“-‘ub
B Babad) Aoa N1 AR o A gl AR JLad) B o) 3 ) (Yl
Jaa B (B Al liusl b Bailud) Al dallly Ay il liasly

JﬁYsg@@ﬁM\ecgﬂ\wﬂQ&M\ Ly



70

slac 3l g lalall s sa adih ¢ ASaall 2dgd Ja Al o 99 Jadiiny
b Omalewall Al g ¢ ABEL g (Anis Aad culs AWM A Lol o)
oyl ja e diliaslyll g daigh) 5 WY A
day 5 B AN Al galisa Gk () W) il pLA) Ciaa (S La oLl
OlinSly uense 2Ly elll g agibin mglaS oDl agias | gddig aga)
| e QUaSL Jead glugd (Al spla o deaa alicl) il
(2 ).cchuadlay) ol gall

Bl dad Ay el dall) Jaad o AN OlS IR ol 88
) (i A LY A g1 g Anana )
@ gl 8 Fla o daaa aliel) SN Glisy pdle o) (B
15 a JUBE ¢ Ay jad) A3 ) galay o) Guilinsll) o cAgked (e dpdad
Omiliasll) o g (LSl dpan ) dadll & 4o ) ARl )
Lo plailly AlSHl (e pgrian 15iSaly A Al Al ) el o
( 3 )-“9‘:&:"‘“
:@U dLA;L.I QLAD}\J f-wﬂ\ ;’-YJA e@ cd}«.ﬁ.ﬁl\ L.iA-gJ\ \B-QJ 1:553333
el s dle ) cad liasly 4y e A dpay cildl (1)
43l g3 alad) aslal) Lgiady Jgf A & a1y laa ) Juad ) (13 )
dad 4l e o ) alladl JSI Gl Al oled sy cpall U
A ad) AN V) 068 JR g AS jidia
LSl (re Sl ddpta B A @a Aman? e B (2)
Al ol Al ga Glely Al 1951 Ade gl B A8,
Sl A 5t Ly 1 AR DS o () g o)
o Al GUsly b Ladlul) Al ) Galaa pladal dBail (3)
A ga qu i 388 Mg ¢ (a1951) Adeal) i Ay (Lalh) ) (udi
sl
1951 A ¢ il 8 g b DY) allall jaie B (4)
Gl A 8T oL tana dued) AualBIAY) Lgtuda A & il g duadlal)
(4 )OSl dan y Aa iy jad) 431 Jun 3,80 a8 5

Apagh AalS Ay all dall aedl g S JWa JG0 O 2w

Al A Gl Gla ] ) LA A Akdd) sl g sl
13 3) Aginal) cillalad) alaia) Lelawl) ala¥) sl JUsly A sulady)
L gadll g Audl) cile 3l ad 5 al LS 48 dl) Glinsly culiadl) Ll
(oo Aa ) Bas gl Cpauali A pad) Aadl) 0 ) e A lieasly (A gl
B Ul By (5 ). oA quila (e ABERN g Abal) Bas gl g cila
o) ALY Aagdl) o b Julay Aluada Al o gy o) 028 Liillds
et g Oolaa] slecd (B Laliadh  cRgind) Ay pad) AR ) Ll g



71
Gldaral) oY
Luaddd) ()

Gl B Gijlatl) ) zliad ¥ S QA 8T duadld
Ayl (e Uia (LS il B 8 e laia¥) g cdobiall g oAyl
(o Ailiaasil g Aaigl) 3 LAY Ad paliie daddd agibia | g S ()
Aol ) ) 4B e g cplaial) ) dulad) e Y laal) e

Jibaw ¢ Armal) sl Ao o oLl dana GUaliad) ) (LS
Ol i) alay) (BN (6 YOA LT i g aall A salalil] § i)
psall (B ol S Bty Abela) AR Y) AdiUall fumy ) g
AN da g cudlS ol (pa (7 ) Agadlall 1877 Al ypad g5 (e (ALY
JTllall uadi Alle Gl g3 M pandig ¢(a1885 - a1830) AU A LEY
2 529 (8 ) pl885 A (b oadly i gn iy Aalal) Aali (pud
Al & 3da ) Gl e 1A Jadg, and) e daglad) gl ALalil)
Cmalral) (ma 208 () dalalig Ay 5 S gld e (3o ade b
Clall) cilidd g il Ao g3UaY) g el il G o Ladd oy alall
S il g Ay Ul g A adl cladl) B o) s qud o) L cAdlidal)
RSP, (PRESWA I PRT ISR (P

21896 A (B LAY (il e g ) GEN A ST pud) g
S L] dae A4y cuils g MaSiy g3 el Lgal Al ) Bl (pa
OS5 ((Theresa Magliano ) silalisa by 5 Wgan) dlday) (g ol cols
O el A8 g 0 e i A A5 sl QA gaga (U Lgda Al
oA A 3 81 44l e 955 <a1926 A b AN Al g Ciga g
4w -4 (Andrée Joséphine Carron ) GessS Gildijs
Aiad Gy OLS g M) Cpad) jiia dadd 28l g () Lgda A1 (S 1929
adi (21944 A B Lgilh 21978 A1 41966 (e Criadd Basiial) add)
(Yvettee Labrousse ) ou 3=¥ gl Woass) A b (a7 93
(gl (B Aqia cudy 2B g (Ll A ol M Al Ut s Al
(9 )Ansd paedysean

L gal g a Cpddiall g g aad) a gl B EEY A 18T A g
Ada (B Aluag (b o0l Lasn (a9 o) pau goss 0 b (B (21957
(10 ).0d raa b B2 a8 oall g (S g, iy O guul

¢ Maigl) Audadn QUK Ll el g Baae clilye WA Y
Al lacy) A jall Taan 1) gl uag LaS <"yl g aBlal)" Gilis g

11

Uasid oy sdad il (a7 ud) sla L i 1304 ()
5 Al ) aladl e ASlalad coxial Blad) c¥lawe ama B



72

(12 ) .21957 4w 483 a¥)  (Harvard
il Galaa (B e it a8 ulpd) Jlaall A g
L A aslal) gila ¥ 15 o "dlad 2 g" g a1902 (A clal)
dadlica adlug B8N Al (B dpslped) Cpalecal) JSLE Ja a1906
Calgd Ly Jlay i) i B dpadlaay) ddayl )l pLi) 8 Allad
"5 _sadiceal) Bailall paiga" A & &) LaS (a1914 A ) 21907 A
W Tl £33 ai3a (M) digh) by ABy (a1930 A Ayildy 3 (2
Ao Joall (e SN B L0 a8 28 ¢ ) ) ABLSYL g 01933
paal) ye Aldall lalad) fia ddge cilpadd By ¢ Ayl
ola (1 LN pa Aoy cilBle Al culS LS ¢ Ll slia g S0
L aa¥) dpuand L) ] dpallal) 4dile a9 . Lgdbay g Jsal)
da oI Lgarl (Jgall g8 (e Bause cila glg 3l g kel LS ¢ 21937
21951 A A "l s ey g 1949 A B AN Y B LaY)
L A Laigll g8 G "elandly sl aall 3a 50" 33iag
( 13 ).p1953
(pibpenl) ALLES oo S8 e laial) Jial) b 4blds 0 alg
claall g uoldall Cra faae g @Ugm Llasll g9 e Al elﬁlé
Lally Adbll bl dbds) ciilghll gual o dipdly
Balal) jga9 (udliSll g daluwall sl 588 Jigaly £ iy cduslaia)
dihia B dolaall copddil Lalg allal) ely i cilida & daw gaigd)
g Al Adlal) claslaal) aijsl Al ¢ 1897 Adu gl
die o) 84l 4y) Ll o 9uad aal paad g pliad) LSy cladall
(14 ). 4l
B (<)
alladl jaiga ' 393 ggd Ahadl) Ad culd AN Gl
Q’é <1951 R ch\J,\é Cra &um\ e\g‘..\.“ gé Adai) é..ﬁ\ "‘;Aj-u'g‘
(Sl addl o el g eebad) bl i g, o018 Adiaa



73
Aaagh 43l 4y el Aadl) L) o dald ouilicsll) alSall g dale
CAgle Gl e agha g (liusld
Abdll 2l (g)
DSA D Lagdg 4 ety dadl) & ddadd) cuils (dddal) B
(15 ) Al Al ) sial) Jalsl) Lguad
D Cpaleaall 3 gAY) 9 Qi M) Bl
O JAy Gl plual) 138 aSile Al pl8l) gua B Al aSS]
G5 (B i g Al i oSt J 681 L o Lalad il 0 gagd)
Al YA i 2o A e O Gl e Aaal) cld cilidall
S8 B sl Adadd) oda B el o o cua gl da b gl Al
asliad) o) 3180 L) Al g maad) (s e s B ey Aaliaall
Cpll A XY B ) guay ¢ (5358 Lagy AV e Lany o iR BB laxe
Cugii) dpad Baclual agibia alina clalad ddlida Cigylh B o) gu S
gALﬁz‘-‘Ju‘ 8%3\1‘ O Asadl usi J1gal Jstan oolal Lagd cagl)
.el-fx’\ il
Opabecall iy S alal (AN g AT antlly il pa b o
Wi ¢ Bghdy aaf aly Al cpa iy adBY) e dalg IS - £ ganal
s e pSi - Aslead) oda gt ) gl ¢ ASlga g dduisa
LAY
fe uaail) Ala g Jy hid Al gua (8 ) Cuad o 68 A1
Gl Sl diaad) s o JBy s AY) ALY Cladisall aies
Jaa Lilgd sl | pualy ¥ b Cpalical) (158 Quall cCpuunn fradis
Q) ) g Ay o agale I O3 oy LSl da B dad dga ) dal
AN () g b aS g A )
G AY el s g8 DoY) el s daa Ll B
Ol S g ghl) 451 Ay ) Ju Ay ) 2ig) A oyl
A A ) (685 O (Seall e OIS A1 D) o gda gt oy Ay g8 daa
AT U Al xigd) ) A ol G giad) dASlaay dala Adliail g 4, gad
B G paldilly Jual i) e agr o Aa ga Y B day
. il L jla g Gliasly
LY A8l Jaa o Y dpa g dals (daigd) Aal) cla B
Cr 138 g aigdl B aad B Ll dplicgaigl) dall) o gy Jasd
1 pots Apalda S Lgd g nin A0 (o i) OlSr Uy 0 Ll )
Lo 1glsy of aglia e o LaS dpagill agrials 445,18 dgal)
o Ao ) ARl A s Lal A )l agibdS cilalll e quadl agd 0 5%
ol ¥ A LaS (Agdl) aS jlay ASIENE Milay i Cruag M ((jliusy



74

L faddaa pae B gl alae 40 Lo ) Canal

o Ll Jaghll AadY) jaadl JMA B alsal) dad Aadl) oda e
A o5 ald ¢ - W Jaajlg L gal e - Ayl giall Ay )kl jaY) puas
Aolall (& ol o) Ay AL o) )y JS gandl A3 3 oudlial)
9 Csary uSly Silgay (Ol e Singl Ol gal)
Sl Oleall B gy ABghiad) Aall) culsle A B Aud b
CligiSa (pa 188 @i A Al lbal gl Al V) culsla
b iy ol Mad Alia Giang g Aad) 1) dpe W B 4 gisal) qu iS5
il 3 ugedd) Al gy cllal) day i o igiSa ga La il B Ul
el 0 8l Jilgl s cpdfially Slall @l gaal) A3 A A
G CsESy Osardiag Bl Judy B dsaligh ggsiall s
clidal) 43l MSua (pa) in A Uil ) j L 5 e Y Y Al
A ) (3 g1 ARt cuils Las (lgliln oo LB G ay Alladyd) Llad)

. Ae siiall 4 llall aSlaall g
4dg o Gida

A L)Y capal a Ul glall dalgl o Uy o
S L gt Adlaia A3 LgS) ) g0 1 gaBy O Cpatigh Caalesall
Jud) 2aaa (Aadlall) b 319 ak S J1g3l (A ) gughs Jbsd) L) ad
,gﬁan\ ) de‘l ‘_ﬁgéjg\ prdd) d a8 sw\ :\.le J'.ﬁu <Al c‘_..g..ﬁ\
A Ol jgudg ) Jia Joadl Lidie duly (B ) pals @S
agad) aay (glaie A o W8N ) J g8 ) Ao g Ad) QU8 G 48 )
dagh dad JIg3l ae A3 fad O guay Jgb LoWdy ¥ S
faLalid) A dd) duagilt
Aai g LS Sl pae ) Cpadiia 493 ) ) g oS
585 Oiba) gl Anle e dad) aA LR Jas BESS ol A glaal) cuils
O (8 ity yl daglil) (ahalial) co 5 g 88 (o gal) Lal 13 3) A )i
g Sy ol il NS G allal) ABS ga iy Caliia (S
Lpmd s Ak A (L) b 0 L o) (e el
Ul g 813 £ ) e (4 (G sranad La (& QR Tl (@ (pibldl) Gl
Llladdl agand) anld) A2l & Ja ¢ (Wl Qhudady b ol &l
fonia foladdl) (aald)) dad A Ja faiud) (aald)) A3l & Ja 4 Al
1S fidia Unly ) Lgd 1 g2a g o (ghalial) Gaamy A ASalighl g Cpmalusall



75

femy Gl e S ) jda A Le S0 Y pdia 1 gS (e
g ariad) adall Cpmall duaigd) dadlly GBkUY Ga G SN ()
(A e pa Jolaa) a8 4 jleaiuy) aSlaally Juall agd el g
Casal LS cagudil agiad A dau il g Lyall cilajiall o 1S
Baal) 3 gmall () e "Cup "9 "Glass "Jie Agjalady) LU
1 s A 1 L Pl ) Ay S
fUiaa 535l gal) aSiSlaal dga glf ALl daSaal) i axdiall A3l () shaa
S8 S Tl g (gl abat®y) o) gluay calua Jila S
St S8 Lol igpal) alady LaS Ayl B G AD alady cddygs
Je sl g o ad) (8 GIAN cadal) A1 (A A pad) Aad 1 LAY
ol &l G b gua alie] O LS A ) B alug Ade ) a
Ly | gy o) aSiliha) o qaal glld A ad) dadl) & oS Gudait) b
1) g ¢ Al aSiila B aua gl QD Jia duany g Ladla Ay jad) Aadl) (e
Llad) dgagll ad Jladdl A ol (lisa gl B ol il B s
Usala 40 = ¥ Male Yial) auanion (da g8 ARl jal) o) cdgallad) g
O AT Ugila 60 = i cdbidally bl quad) e (Gsale 300 YY)
Mtk dyal) (palSiyg ¢ Galiia € LR B Cgaalgh cpdl)

J A
G Jr okt Jladd) (B (Gl (hilkY) haal) ;u..ius
v Allad) clidal) dadl) aé.gaehcu.&.ﬁ\ Jalad) g Ll s da G giad)
anuuuwﬂ\e&uug\ d.ul\)g-\uis ¢ gl Mlsqu UA.J:LQS\
Ll Las Al pall A &l L&y 3 J\g.\au.\aoww\ 2da Cuald
UM‘UM\.Q“J‘MJMJ‘JLAM‘MM‘WJQ‘LAHJ“
13y Aadles uh A8 Ll L&y By o Rl aa uaa Gl 28 A
M\@n&uﬁbé&@ﬂ\dm u—\éﬁ\l\d)ud\uﬂhgay
Ol g (e g Lo gad) ks (e Lalisa Uigala 80 Lgnd (S (Al
ad.g_lujdao‘g‘)ﬂ\u\duw\..Nj\ulﬁc(uhls.ﬂLg)u)ujhuu&j
Aadanl) liusSl Adga Jaad o ‘u).d\\g Cua.al\ e ol Al
UAM\UAUJJAMLAUAJMASM\}AJ\ ‘UJSJAS\ Liilsay
L g A ga g cComabd a LgaBign - ALl (B Gaala Alag (3
S LA e Al B isla 100 &8 Al o Lo cg Sl
ellﬂbkgaba&wd)u\b‘mywuﬂ\w\ ~ ity
axlll o c‘u‘-@-ﬁ\ 29 M).u\!\ a4l d‘JJMéﬂ@@MY\
Gl dga ) Aall Lady cas gia ) allall dalle 4518 (A )

Y



76

u\ (aSJAJ\ ve.da\dsuts.u 1Sl i ) MY\UA@UA\ 1ol

u\dﬁc@\}@@dé\hb&\ﬁu\g @S.ml.uam&l.u.a\yjm

iy ) il ASlga g Auilgd 5588, | ga g

uk-uaﬁﬁl.as?e_um's\ Loy Cpdll Cra siadl Qllal 5 AT 5 4a

M‘J\JM&JM‘&M‘A‘MU‘U{PY‘@A&J‘

(16 )"0 o 0 D) oda (S 3 ol &) go

dabadl) Judas o (il

i gie) ol Bdlia Ae gage G A BT ) gl

¥ Al LaS Al dualg el ) qald ga Al AdalS ol W) i

,"hw\uw\u\gﬁuéw)ﬁ"wdywiwd&

Jaiis dm\}\uﬂcl.@_ﬂ.\u %ﬁ‘w@bd\hﬁj\g

Jeaa) ﬁs‘&wﬂ'ghhaw-&ewﬁw& Oplliia (padada o

o Sl Aans 5 Aa g8 AR Ay ) A2l

Jra M S bae G A T pad) Mlaa oy J ¥ ¢hwu.&é

MUE&&MJ&JW\gQ\g L A 68 dad Ao Y dall

UMLAMMNUMLQJ\GJN\MMM AA.@J\A)au\ A1
4.‘.\“3 Oess u\ L-lsaly ‘_,AS\ MJ&S\L@.MMJJY\ 4.:1.“ @3
Aall) oda Lyl Juas ¥ o)) Uy alaid wﬁg\uﬁdmmhe\,m
33 " cwdﬂ 43‘ cQM‘Qﬁ@jﬂJM\ Lf’ dﬁjeéﬂ
il 0¥ Jra Al ) aigh) 4k saa) (e AY) sl oS
(17 )"osda gl ol 4y g8 daa (sl cuilsd i gal)

S Cpend (B ablewy ¥ da g dRIS dga ) ARl Gliasly JUEA) ) 2
cCiiial) Cpalical) aolug Y Ad) LaS (il gall (pu cilBMad) Baila
e g8 ARlS (a8 1 Laigh) Aadh) o aigl) A ALY B ) gua B
b Lol Ll guigh Al Jdo gy i L0 ) A5l Ja o Y
(18 )".aigdl 3 anan

A Y il Al o aaiaa da Y ARl Al A8 o) 3
uﬁé&y@)ﬂ\u‘{)&d\ Lﬂ&&‘d&u\eﬁ)c@ﬂ\w‘
A e BT (e 430 01 AR ) ) gl Lagea 1" sdnadli By 40 V)
giin g W gad o Alla (2b 5 o) Saall (e gl gy
Bl e ¥ odaigll ARl e et gl Las)gdy
( 19 )" Ag )

Lo B dudi A Cpabewall J1 g3l puas ey da ) dall) cils 4
QA s Jgrall g AREY) cppand) (pa ¢ G galiiall alsald) s
Aalad) g Aans ) agILS (B Lgd padiiiony () oL} ¥ gc e gl
CuilS LaS ¢ Slal) agl g (4 48 ghaial) dall) A dpu W Cuils o



77
] pudl Maa ad8y Ua 4o giiall aSlaally dpam ) (ligl dad
s BIAIY) 0dgs Litad dmaina A Gl&
Ol ral) dglall (ol (o) o Dby Al o) aaly g8 gaadf ™
@ Fail o) Gstars sl Sileay (leRaldy il
(gl A il ) Cd S Ol gadll (A L A8 ghaial) ARl A Y
a8 (B 4 giall Gy 3S of il 3% e 1 S il B A A (Ll
IS @ siSa ga Laall By Uil juab ol ol ad alia iaag g Aad )
Sl Gl Al Lol culs B yagdd) Ala gy dllal) dag i
o ASalgd) ggsiall ols | b anddl) gl Jilgl da opdliall g
@l ba g A ) Y ) B 00y G gaddien uaBY) Uy
Co B G ey Adai) Llad) cliadal) A5 NSua () i A Ul
Llall aSlaally  cdpewll Gl AR cils LaS gl
( 20 )".4s siiall
O s ¢ A Al e 4E cubdl) (i o
O sia BlaalN) jae B 15, 8 40 Al Jgadl) o) el
A5 A N el pd sl oy A JL8) daaa [ siSall Addlall e LAl
¢t dgad) daay Gl AN w W AN JaY o Y1 el
s A Jaad o) gy b M Adly Legdlicea g DU Liilgd pmiliay g
(21 )" 0hudd) duagill dpa g8 4 )53
ey ASaligll g Cpralecall Cpn 18 ke Walyy dsa ¥ 42l @) L 5
B BN Apd and o)y ¢ oS ¢ Ayl ghall 4kl paaY) Oy
JAd B Mg Bl ) adall) (ol GuumS Cusla
O 1 S (g lania) asdially Jluai) agd Gl Aga ) Aallly () gl
o) o8 aguadil agial (& 4 JaladY) g A Ll g Ay el cla jial)
PR gual) o s Al Jga o8 BASE G 1 qubdl) 6l (A
( 22 )".Jadal)
A ad) dadl) (85 o) kel (gilda Jga gy Aglladd A adallall g
19 el dpan 55 A g At
Aally Ailgih e (paiaag ail Juall Alaslh gedd g9
p ALA) A adla) 40 g by A LY Lgalaty g LAALE, 4 d)
o QIR alaty cgladl (galai®y) o) glusay calusa Jik JS
B dnad) dadl) 1 AN sl K1 aa) cig al) alady Las 4 al)
alug dsle &) o gl duan g Ay ) B o AN ) dad
S Gudail) B ) &l e B9 alie) O LaS ) B
(23 )".Aadl dall)



78

ﬁuuéwuywwkwmy@muhﬂsw\us 2
U i csiall puall ) Juadl) 8 ilhl) Jaadl) sla (e allad
8 Cbds LDk g Lanani gi) Glaly (s (8] (55800 ) g L
Yiail " 4l oda e (L dpagh 4R} Ay al) ARD Uley 13)
uﬂiﬁJuﬂ\&uﬂM"%&
AUS B (il (e codla Lgablig Lgihaty 431 4 el 431D o) 3
U A i) u.aaﬁ\ ) Jaddl u.‘i uh.ﬁb\}\ Jaaal) alayf (e allad)
8 .Cbds LDk g Lanuni gi) Glaly (g 8] (55000 ) g L
Yiadl " Al sda B Rk diagd dat Ayl ARl Ules 13
uﬁ\ﬁjuﬂ\yuﬂ)ﬂ"ﬂa\s
Z\.ahai\u}hui
L Al odgplaty) ARL) 3 AghAl) oda qubdl Al
JlA.lY\ ¢A LA MUAJ cul.uj\ 033 JM Mhﬂ\ erl ?h“"
d3alall 4 il 5 danal) uh\yiu pia dibd A 3 LS cdaluadl) g
Gilally dazda ALY a8 (AICH) § daiall JALh.a@.uuAuu\
M\JS\WJN‘
Ld lii ¥ Aak A T ) (M il o) () Aleas
098 Clsh qual ASa B Ad U el gl G (e
4.!.“\3 DAM 4 g c@.ﬁ.ﬂ\ 4.\3.51.9‘9 co#m&du L@-ﬂ L@-\Luu\
A )
sk s sk sk sk

galall
Bl alady Afial) Aadl g ulady) dual ga 138
Arabic : Universal Language of Muslim World
(An address by the late H.H.Sir Sultan Mohammed Shah Aga
Khan at a session of Motamer al-Alam-al-Islamiyya)
Karachi, Pakistan, February 9, 1951
Mr. President, Brother Muslims:
I can assure you that it is not with a light heart that I address you
this evening. I fully realise that what I am going to say will make
me most unpopular with important sections of the population.
However, I would be a traitor to Islam if I let this opportunity pass
without placing before the people of this powerful and populous
Islamic nation the views which I consider my duty to place before
the Muslims with as many of the arguments as I am capable of
using in a short address. I fear some of my arguments will mortally
offend those who under totally different conditions gave so much
of their life for the support of the cause which I think today has
been passed by events far more important than any dreamt of in
those days.
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I feel the responsibility greater than any I can think of to
place my views and arguments before the Muslim population of
Pakistan as a whole - each and every province - while what I
consider a tragic and deadly step is not yet taken and not added to
the constitution of this realm.

The language of a nation is not only the expression of its
own voice but the mode of interpretation with all other human
societies. Before it is too late, I, an old man, implore my brothers
in Islam here not to finally decide for Urdu as the national
language of Pakistan but to choose Arabic. Please hear my
arguments.

First my argument against Urdu. If what was the other part
of the former British Empire of India had made Urdu its national
language, there would have been a great argument for Pakistan
doing ditto. It could have been a linguistic and important point of
contact with the vast Republic of the South. I am the last man on
earth to desire to break any bridge of contact and understanding
between Pakistan and its immense neighbour.

Not only Urdu but even Hindustani has been replaced by
Hindi throughout Bharat as the national language. The people of
Bharat were perfectly justified to choose any language which the
majority considered most appropriate and historically justified to
be their national language. The majority there has the right to
choose what was most suitable for them as the official language of
the country. Your choice in Pakistan of Urdu will in no way
ameliorate or help your relations with your neighbour, nor will it
help the Muslim minorities there in any conceivable way.
Howsoever, you may add Arabic and Persian words to Urdu; there
is no denying the fact that the syntax, the form, the fundamentals
of the language are derived from Hindi and not from Arabic.

Was Urdu the language of the Muslims of India at the time
of their glory? During the long Pathan period, Urdu was never
considered the language of the rulers. Now we come to the Moghul
Empire in the period of its glory. It was not the language of the
educated. I defy anybody to produce a letter or any other form of
writing by Emperors Aurangzeb, Shah Jehan, Jehangir, Akbar,
Humayun or Babar in Urdu language. All that was spoken at the
Court was Persian or occasional Turkish. I have read many of the
writings of Aurangzeb and they are in beautiful Persian. Same is
true if you go to the Taj Mahal and read what is written on the
tombs of the Emperor and his famous consort. Persian was the
court language and the language of the educated and even till the
early 19th century in far Bengal, the Hindu intelligentsia wrote and
used Persian and not Urdu. Up to the time of Macaulay, Persian
was the language of Bengali upper classes irrespective of faith and
of official documents and various Sadar Adalat.
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Historical facts

We must look historical facts in the face. Urdu became the
language of Muslim India after the downfall. It is a language
associated with the downfall. Its great poets are of the downfall
period. The last and the greatest of them was Igbal, who with the
inspiration of revival gave up Urdu poetry for Persian poetry.
There was a meeting in Igbal’s honour in London organised by
men such as Prof. Nicholson.

I was present at that meeting. Igbal said that he went in for
Persian poetry because it was associated with the greatness of the
Islamic epoch and not with its misfortunes. Is it right that the
language of the downfall period should become the national
language of what we hope now is a phoenix-like national rising?
All the great masters of Urdu belong to the period of greatest
depression and defeat. It was then a legitimate attempt by the use
of a language of Hindi derivation with Arabic and Persian words to
find ways and means of better understanding with the then
majority fellow countrymen. Today that vast British dependency is
partitioned and succeeded by two independent and great nations
and the whole world hopes that both sides now accept partition as
final.

Is it a natural and national language of the present
population of Pakistan? Is it the language of Bengal where the
majority of Muslims live? Is it what you. hear in the streets of
Dacca or Chittagong? Is it the language of the North West
Frontier? Is it the language of Sind? Is it the language of the
Punjab? Certainly after the fall of the Moghal Empire, the Muslims
and Hindus of certain areas found in it a common bond. But now
today other forms of bridges must be found for mutual
understanding.

Who were the creators of Urdu? What are the origins of
Urdu? Where did it come from? The camp followers, the vast
Hindi-speaking population attached to the Imperial Court who
adapted, as they went along, more Arabic and Persian words into
the syntax, of their own language just as in later days the English
words such as glass and cup became part of a new form of Urdu
called Hindustani.

Are you going to make the language of the Camp, or of the
Court, the national language of your new-born realm? Every
Muslim child of a certain economic standard learns the Quran in
Arabic, whether he is from Dacca or Quetta. He learns his Alif-Be
to read the Quran. Arabic is the language of Islam. The Qur'an is in
Arabic. The Prophet's hadith are in Arabic. The highest form of
Islamic culture in Spain was in Arabic. Your children must learn
Arabic to a certain extent always. The same is true of your West
whether Sind, Baluchistan or the North. From the practical and
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worldly point of view, Arabic will give you, as a national
language, immediate contact not only with the 40 million Arabic-
speaking people of independent nations on your West, but the
other 60 million more or less Arabic-speaking people who are not
independent but who exist in Africa.

Right up to the Atlantic, not only in North but as far South

as Nigeria and the Gold Coast, Arabic is known to the upper
classes of the population. In all the Sudans, on the Nile or under
French rule, Arabic is the language right up to the borders of
Portuguese West Africa. In East Africa, not only in Zanzibar but
amongst the Muslim population of even countries as far apart as
Madagascar and Portuguese East Africa, Arabic is known. If we
turn to the Far East, Arabic has prospered throughout the region
inhabited by 80 million Muslims of Indonesia, Malaya and
Philippines. In Ceylon, Muslim children of the well-to-do classes
get some knowledge of Arabic. Is it not right and proper that this
powerful Muslim State of Pakistan, with its central geographical
position, its bridges between the nearly 100 million Muslims of the
East and 100 million Muslims of the West - its position of the East
from Philippines and the Great State of Indonesia and Malaya and
Burma and then westward with the hundred millions in Africa,
right up to the Atlantic, should make Arabic its national language
and not isolate itself from all its neighbors and from the world of
Islam with a language that was associated with the period of
downfall of Muslim States. And finally, while Arabic, as a
universal language of the Muslim world will unite, Urdu will
divide and isolate.
Gentlemen, brothers in Islam, people of Pakistan, people of every
Province, I appeal to you, before you take the final and what I
unfortunately must say, [ consider, the fatal jump down the
precipice, please discuss and let all and every one contribute their
views. Take time and think over it.

Once more I appeal for Islamic charity from those whom I
may have offended and I appeal to all others to look to the facts in
the face both historically and as they exist at present.

I pray that the people of this country may be guided by Divine
Wisdom before they decide.**
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