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Abstract

Puryab means the land of five rivers and =0 has been named after
its famous five rivers. These rivers have not only been its
boundary line but also source of itz fertility and greenery. Its
richness had been fascinating to all mwaders in the past. It has
been the hub of cultural activities and religous ferwor too.
[ifferent religions have been in practice here but with the
introduction of Islam, it turned out to be the centre of Islamn. [slam
has left indelible imprints on the local culture and crvbEation.
Thiz article 12 a study of culture and civilization of the Punjab
with a special reference to its [slamic baclkground..
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"The first known use of it occurs in the whtings of the Mushm
traveller, Thn-Buttitah, who wisited India i the 1dth century (1)
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"From the earliest times the rnch productivity of the soal had
created a civilization and culture of rare splendour and
completeness. The great wealth of water promoted trade and
traffic, productive too, in itz effect on itz development was the
influence of the many nationalibtes which, m the course of tens of
centuries, wrgated land of five nvers. In constant succession new
life always germinated on these centres of old Indian
civilization. (21)
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"The Punjab has been cradle of India's eatliest cultures (22)
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"Ewery Sikh enjoyed all the privileges of Ehalsa
citizenship - exemption from tazation, hberty to
oppress, and opportunity to live like a freebooter.

His (Eanput Smgh's) rile was atyranny of force. He

had no system, no conception of duty to s

subjects; he and his people gloried in their

ignorance; i his time there are no law courts, no
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