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Abstract:
It is now well over thousand years when Persian
language and literature mesmerised the people of
Sub-Continent. It is also an open secret that all oriental
languages in general and Persian in particular are facing
unprecedented awkward situation in present
circumstances. the 21st century is better known as the
age of computer technology and people have changed
their preferences. It is quite unfortunate that we are
losing our moral values and social ethics. It must be
acknowledged that we have not chalked out any
programme to face the dilemma. In this article, the texts
available in Pakistan to learn Persian language have been
introduced and critically evaluated and some valuable
suggestions have also been rendered.
Key Words: Persian Language, Available Texts, Itroduction,
Evaluation, Suggestions.
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Abstract:
In this article the objections raised by the Orientalists upon
the compilation of the text of Holy Quran by the third Caliph
Othman (R. A) are thoroughly examined. The author found
that all the objections raised by the Orientalists, are based on
either missing knowledge or based on intentional or
unintentional misinterpreting the data, which has created
much confusion about the authenticity of the text of the holy
Quran in their minds. The article presents an authentic data
and a complete picture of activity of the collection and
compilation of the text of the Holy Quran by the compiling
committee which had been constituted by the Third Caliph
Othman (R.A)
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....As to how they were conducted we have no

trustworthy information, tradition being here too much
under the influence of dogmatic presuppositions(11)
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..... But essentially political object of putting an end to

controversies by admitting only one form of the common
book of religion and of law this measures was

necessary.(12)
ST (Arthur Jeffery)(14)¢ 22 %/ Tl (Blachere)(13) 1k

-ﬁ'_y//.@’oéﬁ
P (}{;mwé ”cf,t&cﬁ};/‘pﬁf‘gd‘ﬁ;ﬁuggc}w
Z ”&}ulf&:,/"?mé: iijL;yiﬁ}QWuif, & u‘i/"ul/f’uif



NG A_ SR e IZ T

Gzl dnd et L 1
BAL I b e Pl s KT b Gl ot & LS
L R SE pi ch,t‘ui,g)o/”}_é L/Q@@}Julu/;lé Cr
(15)-f e St AP

L Pl e P e YUE P,
e S e SR AL ST
60 (Noldeke) L 47

It seems to me highly probable that this second

redaction took this simple form, Zaid read off from
the codex which he had previously written......(16)
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Othman's Koran was not complete some passages
are evidently fragmentry and few detached pieces
are still extent which were originally part of the
Koran. although have been omitted by Zaid.

Amongst these are some which there is no reason
to suppose Mohammad desired to suppress.(17)
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Zaid may easily have overlooked a few stray

fragments , but he purposly ommited any thing he
believed to belong to the Koran is very unlike.(18)
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In this way there arose a perplexing confusion of
readings and in place of the striving for uniformity
that one would have expected people became
accustomed to unlimited liberty in these matters so
that did not hesitate to substitute for particular
words their synonyms or to insert short
explainatory additions. This freedom was all the
more unbredled in its development as the unmayed
caliphs had little feeling on such question and
preferred to take care that passions were not

aroused by state interference in such matters.(34)
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If this is correct it is no wonder that others took
still greater liberties. Various circumstances

contributed to the continual variations in the form
of the text.(36)
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Perhaps because in the extreme ambiguity and
imperfection of the arabic script he alone could

interpret the first edition with certainity.(38)
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Abstract:
This article deals with evalution of language, its rise and fall
and lexical borrowing in Languages of the world. It is
described here that geographical closeness, wars, changes in
religious systems, trade relations and other kinds of contact
between speakers of different languages cause borrowing
and evolution of languages. It is discussed in detail that
languages experience rise and fall. Some languages prosper
while other die. Examples of borrowed words in some

languages are cited in this connections.
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Promotion of Islamic Literature
in Kashmir

* Dr. Kh. Zahid Aziz

Abstract:
Kashmir remained a seat of learning for long years. Scholars form
central Asia promoted the preaching of Islam in Kashmir. After the
decline of Hindu dynasty, Muslim Rulers launched the first Islamic
government in Kashmir. During Muslim era, not only the scholars but
also the Muslim rulers promoted Islamic literature in Kashmir.

The State of Jammu & Kashmir looks like a crown on the head
of Sub-continent. The state is a territory bound by Pakistan,
China, Afghanistan and India. The State on the East is
bounded by Chinese Tibet, and on the west is bordered by
Pakistan. On the Northern side of the State is the Chinese
territory while Punjab and Himachal Pradesh states of the
Indian union link it with India. The borders of Jammu and
Kashmir are touching Afghanistan in the north- western side.
The vale of Abi-Panja, the panhandle (wakhan) of
Afghanistan, separates Kashmir from central Asian
(Tajikistan) states'". The territory is 84,471 sq. miles with a
almost twelve million people. More than seventy five percent
of these people are Muslims.

Assistant Professor, Dept. of Kashmiryat, University Oriental
College, Punjab University, Lahore.
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Presently the territory of the State of Jammu & Kashmir
is under the control of three sovereign states i.e. India,
Pakistan and China.””” The history of Kashmir is reckoned as
one of the oldest history in the world. Different dynasties ruled
over Kashmir at least five thousand years i.e. the pre-Muslim
period extends to 1320. From that year to 1560 (except for an
anarchic interlude between 1323 & 1338) stretches the long
period of Kashmir's independence under its own Sultanate. Its
decline promoted the ascendancy of the chaks, who were of
northern ancestry, till 1586. Civil unrest under the chaks
invited the Mughals intervention; Kashmir was the ornament
to the Mughal empire from 1586 to 1752%). Then came
Afghan rule which lasted until 1819. In the latter year,
Kashmir was annexed by the Sikhs of Punjab who ravaged the
land until they themselves were ousted by the British in 1846.
The British handed over Jammu & Kashmir to a Dogra
freebooter through a sale deed. This rule lasted till 1947.

Nestled in the Himalayan region, the fascinating state of
Jammu & Kashmir has from time immemorial been a
influence of various streams of culture and civilizations due to
its close commercial and cultural relations with the adjoining
central Asia. Kashmir remained an independent state under the
control of Hindu rulers for four thousand years. During the
Hindu era, the greatest conqueror Mahmud Gaznavi defeated
twice at the hands of Kashmiris and fled to Gazni and never
came to Kashmir, thereafter . Kashmir had no relations with
Arab countries. But after the gradual spread of Islam Hindu
rulers got afraid from Arabs. After conquering Turkey and
Kabul the Arabs fixed their gaze on Kashmir in the middle of
the century. During the middle of this era the Arab chieftains
attempted three times in 713, 724 and 754 respectively to
trample Kashmir but they licked dust because of the powerful
Kashmiri emperors and chivalrous soldiers®. Mahmud
Gaznavi's son also attempted to conquer Kashmir but failed.
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The Muslim rule was established in Kashmir without
much bloodshed so was Islam spread. throughout the length
and breadth of the Valley by peaceful preachings and lucid
persuasions of missionaries who came from Hamdan and other
parts of Persia®® With the advent of Islam and Muslims in the
Kashmir valley, Turkish, Arabic and Persian languages came
along with. The Kashmiri language which has developed out
of Sanskrit and old Indo-Aryan language and has lately been
influenced by Persian and Arabian languages. The present
form of Kashmiri is written in an adapted form of Arabic
script using same the letters as are used in Arabic with some
added extra letters for sounds which do not occur in the Arabic
language'”. Kashmiri script like Arabic, Persian, Urdu or
Hebrew is written from right to left. Kashmiri numerals are
represented in the same form as Arabic but spoken like in
Sanskrit.

Kashmir remained under the administration of Muslim
rulers at least five hundred years. The first Muslim
government established in Kashmir during 1339 AC. The
Shahmeri Dynasty generated a number of great kings who
contributed a lot for the promotion of Islamic literature in
Kashmir. Sultan Shihab-ud-Din played a vital role for the
promotion of Islamic literature by establishing the first
Madrasa tul-Quran where the Quran and the Hadith were
taught to the Muslim students®. He also established madrasas
for the teaching of the Quran and the Hadith in all important
villages of Kashmir. Sultan Sikandar, who is known as idol
breaker in the history of Kashmir was a great Muslim king of
Kashmir. Who introduced new reforms in Kashmir for the
spread of Islam. The famous sufi saint syed Muhammad
Hamdani also visited Kashmir during his era. Sultan Sikandar
built a College near his Jami Masjid, where famous scholar
Mulla Muhammad Afzal Bukhari taught Hadith to the Muslim
students®. These colleges played an important role for the
promotion of Islamic literature in Kashmir.
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Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin was a shining star of the
Shahmeri dynasty, who promoted Kashmir in all fields.
Kashmir remained a seat of learning during his era. He
established a number of educational institutions in Kashmir.
Among them the University of Naushahra. was the most
prestigious one!'”. He also established a translation bureau
where books were translated from Arabic and Sanskrit into
Persian and Kashmiri. During this era, an effort was made by
Zain-ul-Abdin for the promotion of Islamic literature. This
translation bureau translated the Bible and the Holy Quran
into Kashmiri Language for the common Kashmiri people'"
because illiterate Kashmiries could easily read the Kashmiri.

After the decline of the Shahmeri dynasty, chaks
became the masters of Kashmir. They ruled over Kashmir at
least thirty two years. Although their rule was famous for
religious prejudice and barbarism yet they established a lot
of colleges for the promotion of Islamic literature in
Kashmir. Among the chak kings who contributed most to the
spread of Islamic education in the valley was Yousaf shah
chak. During his era, Mulla Ahmed Mahr wrote a tafseer of
the Holy Quran in Kashmiri Language"?. All these
educational institutions which imparted Islamic education
were subject to the personal supervision of the kings.

Religious prejuidice and attroticities during chak period
disturbed the peaceful atmosphere of Kashmir. The Mughal
rulers who had already invaded Kashmir seven times but could
not secure their footing. But at last in 1586 A.D. the throne of
Kashmir lapsed to Akbar''?. Unluckily, Kashmir came under
foriegn occupation twice in the history of Kashmir due to
religious bigotry and chak's tyranny. During Mughal era,
Kashmir not only progressed in the field of art, culture,
architecture but also got fame in promoting Islamic literature
in Kashmir. A number of scholars visited Kashmir from
Turkistan and Iran to promote Islamic literature in Kashmir
during Mughal era. During Shahjahan's period great scholar
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khawaja khawan Mahmud Naqgshbandi established the
Madrasa-i-Khwajagan-i-Naqshbandi in khawaja Bazaar near
khanqah Nagshbandi, where imparted the education of the
Quran, Hadith, Figa and Arabic language"'*. Mulla Haqdad of
Badakhshan was the head of the Madrasa.

Mughal rulers of Kashmir paid full attention to
promote Islamic education in Kashmir. For this purpose,
they encouraged the scholars and great translators of that era.
During this period, great scholar Abdur Rahim translated the
famous work of Allamatul-ulama khawaja Saind-ud-Din
from Arabic into Persian. Moreover, Zib-un-Nisa, the eldest
daughter of Aurangzib Alamgir supported a lot Mulla Safi-
ud-Din Ardabilli in translating the gigantic Arabic Tafsir-i-
Kabir (the Great commentary) into Persian"> which named
it after her patroness, the Zib-ut-Tafasir. Sheikh Yaqub Sarfi
was a great scholar and sufi poet. He also promoted Islamic
education in Kashmir. He wrote an Arabic taqriz on Faizi's
Tafsir entitled Sawati-ul-ilham (the rays of inspiration)"'®,
After the decline of Mughal government in Kashmir,
Afghans and Sikhs became the masters of Kashmir
respectively. During both periods, no attempt was taken for
the promotion of Islamic education. After the decline of Sikh
rulers, the British became the masters of Kashmir for eight
days then they sold the valley and adjacent areas to the ruler
of Jammu, Gulab Singh through Amritsar treaty. Thus
Dogras became the masters of Jammu & Kashmir. They
ruled over Kashmir one hundred year.

During this era, the Dogra rulers promoted education
for both Muslims and non-Muslims. They established
Madrasas and Pathshalas, where Moulvis and Pandits
imparted education to local Muslim and Hindu boys. These
institutions imparted basic religious education to the
students""”. Dogra rulers were torch-bearers of education.
They also established translation departments where Moulvis
helped to translate Arabic and Persian works on philosophy
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and History into Sanskrit"®. Arabic language had great
importance in Dogra period. It was compulsory for the
Kashmiri Muslims to learn Arabic language. For this
Purpose the Dogra government opened two schools in
Srinagr, one for teaching Arabic to Kashmiri Muslims and
the other for teaching Sanskrit to Kashmiri Pandits. The
government also began to recognize the need to encourage
education among Muslims of the valley and sanctioned
scholarships for Muslim boys studying in Srinagr High
school, while appointing an Arabic teacher for the school'”,
Muslim scholars of Kashmir also promoted Islamic literature
during Dogra period. Different Islamic scholars wrote the
tafseer and translations of the Holy Quran in Kashmiri
language. During the Dogra period, also appeared Molvi
Yahaya's Tafseer-i-Quran and Noor-Din Qari's Masaayil,
both expounding Islamic tenets and the style in which they
were written gives evidence of the prose being heavily stilted
and of ornate Persian diction. Molvi Yahaya also translated
30th para of the Holy Quran in Kashmiri language“”.
During this era, Muslim scholars and sufis made serious
attempts to promote Islamic literature in Kashmir.

Kashmir remained a seat of learning in every era. But
Islamic education, literature and culture promoted especially
in Shahmeri, chak, Mughal and Dogra period. The great
scholars of central Asia and Kashmir contributed a lot for the
promotion of Islamic literature and education in Kashmir.
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