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Abstract:
Ghazal is considered the most significant form of Urdu and
Persian classical poetry. In Urdu Ghalib, Meer, and Dard
took this form of poetry to its absolute height. But in
modern times there are some literary critics who have
focused on negating Ghazal. In this article the research
scholar has evaluated and analyzed the Ghazal opponent
movement in Urdu literature, which begins with the
lecturer delivered by Muhammad Hussain Azad in 1867.
This article deals with the tradition of Ghazal opponent
movement in the larger context.
Key words: Urdu poetry, Ghazal, Ghazal opponent
movement.
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Abstract:
Chiragh Hassan Hasrat is one of the most prominent literary
figures of sub continent. He rendered some very important
services to Urdu journalism as well. In this article family
background of Hasrat, the obstacles he faced specially during
this earlier age, his professional carrier with emphasis on
journalistic on career has been discussed in detail. Some
traces of personal life have also been mentioned. Some of his

writing have also being included.

Key Words: Chiragh Hassan Hasrat, Family background,

Professional career, Journalism.
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Abstract:
Sayyed Ali Hujveri commonly known as Data Ganj Bakhsh is
one of the most important saints who traveled from modern day
Afghanistan to Lahore in 5th century A.H. He actually lit the
torch of Islam in the darkness of sub continent. He is author of
Kashful Mahjub, the very first book written in Persian on
Islamic mysticism any where in the world. This book is still
considered the best writing on such topic. In this article the very
first chapter of the book which discusses I[lm (Knowledge) has
been analyzed.
Key Words: Sayyed Ali Hujveri, Kashful Mahjub, Chapter on
Ilm (Knowledge)
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Abstract

It is very hard to find the tradition of writing ‘short saying’
in Urdu, however it is very strong in English literature. But
in sixtees it was introduced in Urdu by Zawar Hussain.
Afterwards it was promoted by Yazoo (Ghulam Yazdani
Malik). It became or popular genre in Urdu through the
writings of Wasif Ali Wasif. This article throws light on the
history of "Ikhtisaria Nalveesi" (Aphorism) in Urdu.
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Abstract:
Shirin & Farhad is a famous Persian love story narrated by so

many poets, but the best known is written by Nazami Ganjavi.
Many of the Sub-continents's Persian poets have also shown
their interest in the same fairy tale. Dunichand Raizadeh, a
Hindu Persian poet of Sub-continent, has told this tale yet again,
very briefly but artistically. In present article, this unpublished

Mathvavi has been edited and introduced.
Key words: Shirin & Farhad, Love story, Persian literature,
Sub-continent Dunichend Raizadeh
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Abstract:

Iran and subcontinent enjoy centuries long cordial and
friendly literary and cultural relations. Even before the
advent of Islam the traces are found that these two had
geographical and cultural ties. In this article the scholar has
evaluated the cultural relation between Iran and
subcontinent in pre-Islamic Era.
Key Words: Iran, Subcontinent, Cultural relations,
Pre-Islamic Era.
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Abstract: This article is a comparative study of two novels: “Aakhiri
Chataan” (Urdu) of Naseem Hijazi and “Wa Islamah” (Arabic) of Ali
Ahmad Bakthir. The main theme of both is Muslims’ struggle against
Tatars and Christians who imposed the so-called sacred wars on them. In
this article the researcher has first summarized these novels and then

highlighted the similarities and differences between them.
Key Words: Naseem, Bakthir, Wa Islamah, Aakhiri Chataan
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Abstract:
Charkha Nama is a well known traditional form in Punjabi
poetry, celebrating the working of spinning wheel. The
present essay, before discussing some important Charkha
Namas, dwels on the historical and sociological background
of spinning Wheel in our traditional culture. The discussion
then moves on to the poetic works themselves to bring out
the relationship between the form and the moral and

metaphysical concerns of the writers.
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Brief Descriptio n of Pre-Islamic Period of
Kashmir History

* Dr. Shakeel Ahmed
Abstract:
Kashmir has a rich history spread over a period of more than
five thousand years preserved in written form. Over the period
of history Kashmir had been ruled by Kashmiri rulers as well
as it experienced annexation by other empires. Kashmir was a
great Buddhist learning center during the reign of Great
Ashoka. Kashmir’s geographical location had made this
territory hard to conquer. High mountain passes, the unbeatable
defense of Kashmir, forced the generals like Mahmood
Ghaznavi to return empty handed. But it was the mis-
governance and in-fighting which led the Mongol invaders to
enter the valley causing so much destruction in the valley that
the weak Hindu rule couldn’t sustain and collapsed creating an
opening for an advent of Muslim rule in Kashmir in 1339.
Shahmir, a fortune hunter from Swat, ascended the throne
under the title of Sultan Shams-ud-Din and laid the foundation
of Muslim rule in Kashmir that lasted for next half millennium
till the Sikh invasion in 1819.
The sparsely populated State of Jammu and Kashmir commonly
known as Kashmir is situated at the central region of Asia and at
the north of sub-continent. The total area of the state is about 85,50
sq miles. (1)
Area under Pakistani control is 33,000 sq miles, 5134 sq miles of
this area is called as Azad (free) Kashmir, whereas remaining part
is called as Northern Areas, and it is directly administered by
Pakistan. An area of 38,000 sq miles is under Indian control,
* Assistant Professor (Former), Department of Kashmiryat,
University of the Punjab, Lahore.
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which is called Jammu and Kashmir and an area of 14,500 sq miles
is under Chinese control. (2)

In terms of religion, out of a total population of a little over 4
million in 1941, approximately 77% were Muslim, 20% were
Hindu, 1.5% were Sikh and 1% were Buddhist and as per recent
census the total population of the State is estimated over 16
million, 9.45 million in Indian-administrated part of Kashmir (201
censes); 3.10 million (1990 censes) in Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) and 10.10 million in Northern Areas while expatriates
number over 2 million. It is a Muslim-majority state with Muslims
accounting for 74.9% of the total population; Hindus constitute
22.6% and Buddhist 0.8%. In terms of regional break-up, in
Indian-administrated part of Kashmir Muslims constitute 64.2%
(95% in Kashmir; 29.6% in Jammu and 46.1% in Laddakh);
Hindus 32.2% (4% in Kashmir; 66.3% in Jammu, and 2.6% in
Laddakh), and Buddhist 1.2% (50.9% in the Laddakh region) of
the population. Besides, there are 2.23% Sikhs, settled mainly in
Jammu. In AJK and the Northern Areas percentage of Muslims
population is 99.8%.(3) In fact, the Pakistani-administered part of
Kashmir (Azad Kashmir and Northern areas) is 100% Muslim
majority area. (4)

Kashmir, in its present form, was constituted between 1820 and
1858 (5) and was the largest and the fourth most populous of the
565 princely states in British India. Gulab Singh, the founder of
Hindu Dogra rule in Kashmir, was the man who carved out the
Kashmir state into its present geographic shape. The state included
the Valley of Kashmir, Jammu region, Poonch, Laddakh, Gilgit,
Baltistan, Hunza, Nagar Punial, and Yasin. The tiny state of
Chitral, located towards the northwestern side of Gilgit, used to
pay tribute to Kashmir ruler (6). This geographic entity remained
intact till the partition of Indian Subcontinent by the British Indian
rulers in 1947.

Salient Features of Pre-Islamic Period of Kashmir History.
Kashmir is unique in many ways. It has about 5000 years old rich
history that has been preserved. There is a sense of completeness in
the history of Kashmir, given the composite culture that has
evolved in the valley. Its boundaries expanded and shrunken under
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different rulers over the period of centuries depending upon
personal capabilities of the rulers.

Kalhan Pandit, who lived about 1148 A.D., compiled the first ever
comprehensive account of Kashmir’s history ‘Rajatarangni’ (River
of Kings) in Sansikrit bringing down the annals of Kashmir from
the earliest and fabulous times to the reign of Sangrama Dev in
1027 A.D. Kalhan completed his ‘Rajatarangini’ in 1149-50 A.D.
during King Jaisimha period who was the last able rulers of Hindu
times. Legends of Kashmir’s origin and stories of early times are
recorded in Kalhan’s work. The past account of the valley, its
culture and traditions, rise and fall of various Kingdoms, victory
and defeats of the people have been noted carefully, yet critically,
which is very rich in information about Kashmir. Like most Indian
compositions, it is written in verse and is in fact a poem. The
Ratarangni has been celebrated ever since the time of the great
Mugal King Akbar, when his learned minister, Abul-Fazal,
introduced it to the academic and political circles. (7)

Gonanda Dynasty.

In Kalhan’s Rajtarangni, Gonanda-I was the first King of Kashmir,
whose period started just before the Mahabharat war. Gonanda was
killed in a battle along with his son in India, and at the time of the
commencement of the Mahabharat war, Gonanda II was ruling
Kashmir. After his death, Kalhan informs that he couldn’t trace the
record of 35 kings who ruled the valley, because of the destruction
of the record. However, a modern scholar Peer Zada Ghulam
Hasan has given a brief record of these Kings from a Persian work.
The author of this work Mullah Ahmed had been able to obtain the
names of these kings from an earlier Sansikrit work “Ratnakar”(8).
The Gonanda dynasty lasted till the start of 8th century. It gave
Kashmir only two notable rulers; Meghvahan and Pravansein. The
former was a pious and a strong ruler with Buddhist learnings. He
stopped killing of animals and birds throughout his Kingdom. In
fact, he undertook conquest of many countries solely for stopping
animal slaughter (9).

The next great Gonanda King was Praversein-II. People enjoyed
perfect peace and prosperity in his time. He was a great conqueror
who extended the boundaries of the state in all directions. He had
made his name immortal by founding the city of Praverseinpura,
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the modern city of Srinagar. Praversein ruled ably for 60 years
(10).

Buddhism in Kashmir and Indo-Greek Kings.

The Buddhist texts testify to the prevalence of Buddhism in
Kashmir from the third century B.C. to the 12th century A.D.
Some Sanskrit versions of the Vinaya represent Gautama Buddah
as visiting Muttra, North-west India and Kashmir (11). The spread
of Buddhism to Kashmir, is an even of extraordinary importance in
the history of the religion. The influence of Kashmir was marked,
especially in the spread of Buddhism beyond India (12). The great
Mauryan emperor Ashoka, a great follower of Buddhism, had
ruled Kashmir. Ashoka founded the old city of Srinagar called now
as Pandrethan, (Puranadhisthan) and also built many vihars and
temples and repaired the old shrines. In this era, many Buddhist
scholars, missionaries, and intellectuals arrived in Kashmir and
later permanently settled in the valley. Naturally, in course of time,
many people embraced Buddhism here. After the death of Ashoka,
his son Jaluka, ascended the throne of Kashmir, but he was anti-
Buddhist and destroyer of monasteries. He is said to have revived
the Naga and Saiva cults. After this setback for some time,
Buddhism was re-established by Kanihska (13).

The scholars also accept the theory that Indo-Greek Kings ruled
the valley for over two hundred years before the start of
‘Turushka’, also known as Kushan, rule in the state. Kalhan’s
account of Turushka Kings indicates without any doubt the Kushan
occupation of the Valley. The three kings mentioned by him are
Kanishka, Huska and Juska, each of them is credited with the
foundation of a town, built after their respective name: Huskapura,
Jushkapura and Kanishkapura. The Kushan Kings also built many
temples iand Vihars. According to many scholars, Kanishka held
the third great council of the Buddhist church at “Kundalvan”,
(Harwan, near Shalimar graden) (14).

Hieun Tsang, who visited the valley around 631 A.D., has given
the proceedings of this council. Nearly 500 Buddhist and Hindu
scholars attended this conference. Hieun Tsang praises the
intellectual caliber of the Kashmiri scholars, and considered them
as incomparable. The entire proceedings of the conference were
inscribed on copper plates in Sansikrit, enclosed in stone boxes,
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deposited in a Vihar (15). After this conference, large number of
Kashmiri intellectuals took to missionary work and hundreds of
this travelled to many parts of central Asia, China, Tibet and other
places.

Dr.P.C. Bagchi, a noted ideologist and a scholar of repute, writes
in his book ‘India and China’, “Kashmir took the leading part in
the transmission of Buddhist thoughts and traditions directly to
Tibet, and China. The number of Buddhist scholars who went to
China from Kashmir was larger than that of those who went from
other parts of India” (16).

Kashmir was the most flourishing centre of Buddhist learning in
this period. It was the centre of most powerful Buddhist sect of
Northern India known as ‘Sarvastivada’.

After Kanishka, later in the fifth century A.D., local weak rulers
continued to govern the state until the arrival of notorious Hun
invader Mahir-Gul. He nearly wiped Buddhism off Kashmir
valley. Kalhan represented him as a savage cruel king. However,
his son Baka, worked hard to restore Buddhist viharas and other
religious structures. Buddhism flourished again under the reign of
king Meghavahna who built several viharas and prohibited the
slaughter of animals(17).

Subsequent rulers were not all supporters of Buddhism, though
lingering on for some time, therefore, it as finally replaced by the
traditional Brahmanism.

Karkota Dynasty

Karkota dynasty started in the early 8th century, and
Durlabvardhan was the first Karkota king. Hieun-Tsang also
visited Kashmir during his rule. He entered the valley via
Barahmulla where he found a huge store gate. The entry of all
outsiders was banned in the state then. Hieun-Tsang was given a
right royal reception by the people including the king. He stayed in
Kashmir for nearly two years and studies religious scriptures from
the learned scholars in Kashmir.

Lalitaditya Muktapid (699- 735 A.D.) was the greatest ruler of
Karkota dynasty in Kashmir. He had a strong desire to expad the
territory of his Kingdom. He invaded and conquered many
countries in Central Asia, South India, North India, and Sindh. All
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these victories created a feeling of pride among the Kashmiris, and
his victories were celebrated in a big way.

Kalhan records that even in his time the victories of the Lalitaditya
were bing celebrated throughout the wvalley. Alberuni, who
accompanied Mahmood Gaznavi in his Indian campaigns,
specifically mentions in his book (Tahqig-i-Hind) that Kashmiris
observed second of Chaitra, as the day of victory. Lalitaditya was
equally a great builder and he built his capital Parihaspur (city of
pleasure). He built very fine and massive temples throughout the
valley. World famous Sun Temple (Martand) built on Mattan (18).

After his death, it was mostly the weak rulers except his grandson
Jayatida, who ruled the valley. Karkota dynasty after Jayatida saw
a continuous decline. All the conquered territories regained their
independence, and the sovereignty of the ruler of Kashmir shrunk
to the valley alone.

Utpal Dynasty

The Karkota King Lalitapida had a mistress whose son
Chippatayapida was made king while he was minor. The young
Chippatayapida was advised by his maternal uncle Utpal. It was
around 855-56 A.D. that a grandson of Utpal took control of the
throne and Karkota rule ended in Kashmir and Utpal Dynasty
began. The most important ruler of this dynasty was
Avantivarman. His benign rule brought years of peace, all round
prosperity and development to Kashmir(19). He recovered
Kashmir from abject political and economic disorder. Kashmiries
enjoyed peace and prosperity. Avantivarman was an art lover, and
Kashmir became a center of knowledge, arts and architectures. He
founded many towns where beautiful buildings were constructed.
His capital city of Avantipur was a masterpiece of construction and
architectural grandeur.

Tale of Suyya

The reign of King Avantivarman would not be complete without
mentioning ‘Suyya’, who was a wise engineer and one of the
King’s Courtiers. For centuries, the people of the valley had been
suffering from the frequent famines and floods. Suyya assessed
that these frequent calamities occurred due a narrow gorge near
Barahmulla on river Vitasta, also known as Jehlum, which had
been choked due to huge silt. Suyya came up with an ingenious
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idea to resolve the problem. He threw plenty of gold and silver
coins into the river at many places, and thousands of starving
people immediately jumped into the flooded river to find the coins.
These people removed the silt, cleared the bed of the rocks and
boulders in search of the gold coins, which had choked up the
passage. Suyya, then raised stone embankments, and adopted other
protective measures. Many canals were dugout to increase the
irrigational facilities, and as a result vast area of land was brought
under cultivation. The production of paddy increased and the price
of one Khirwar, which is about 50 Kg, fell down to 36 Dinars from
200 Dinars. A town by the name of Suyyapur was also founded to
commemorate the great achievement of Suyya. Presently it is
known as Sopore (20).

Avantivarman died in a temple on the Dal Lake, when a fatal
disease caught him. His son Shankarvarman succeeded
Avantivarman, but by then the decline of Utpal dynasty had
already set in. After the eclipse of Utpala dynasty, Lohara dynasty
ruled Kashmir until the end of the Hindu rule in Kashmir in 1339
A.D.

Lohara Dynasty and Queen Didda

Lohara dynasty was the last Hindu dynasty in Kashmir, and
Sangramraj was the first Lohara King. In 980-981 A.D. Lohara
Queen Didda ascended the throne. She was a very unscrupulous
and willful woman. She exercised her political power for almost
half a century. This included the period of her husband
Kshemagupta’s reign, the time she was regent for her minor son
Abhmanyu, and the years she ruled Kashmir in her own right after
ascending the throne. Didda was a ruthless person who killed her
son and three grandsons before ascending the throne, but at the
same time she was an able ruler, who firmly ruled the valley. She
founded towns, built temples and monasteries. These included the
towns of Dodapura and Kankanpura and a temple called the
Diddasvamin temple. She ordered the repair of many old temples
in Kashmir (21).

Sultan Mahmood Gaznavi twice attacked Kashmir valley during
her reign, but the fort at Lahara, remarkable for its height and
strength proved un-conquerable, and Ghaznavi army had to
abandon their unsuccessful conquest. Didda chose her nephew
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Sangramraja, son of her brother Udairaj, as her successor, thereby
diverted the succession to her maternal family from Lohara family.
Didda died in 1003 A.D and Sangramraja ascended the throne.
King Harsha ruled Kashmir from 1089 to 1101 A.D. He was well
versed in many languages, was a good poet, and had a great
appreciation for music and art. Although, his rule was remarkable
in terms of special attention paid to fine arts, yet he did not prove
to be a good administrator. Harsha’s rule is also known for his
follies and misdeeds. The people in his reign couldn’t get
prosperity, suffered from famine, and diseases like plague. It
affected large number of population, which ultimately resulted into
an uprising by two royal princes Ucchalia and Succhalla. Harsha
along with his son Bhoja were murdered and respectively Ucchalia
and Succhalla got hold of the Kashmir’s throne. But both of them
were also assassinated.

In 1128 A.D., Jaisimha’s became the King. Although, early days of
his rule were critical, because of the preceding civil wars and
political unrest, yet, he was able to consolidate his position, and
maintained his firm rule for next 27 years. His reign was relatively
peaceful and Kashmiris had a sigh of relief after many years of
unrest.

Decline of Hindu Rule

Jaisimha’s death in 1155 A.D. started an unstoppable decline of
Hindu rule in Kashmir. Up till 1339A.D., Kashmiri rulers were
busy fighting with each other. It not only destroyed Kashmir’s
economy, but also shrunk its boundaries. The Kashmir’s rule was
reduced to the valley only. Because of the personal feuds, the
rulers were too busy to pay attention to the potential threats to the
Kashmir. The mounting passes, natural defense of Kashmir, were
not guarded appropriately.

Raja Sehdev was the 2nd last Hindu ruler of Kashmir. He was
weak and worthless ruler. He didn’t pay any attention to the
betterment of the Kashmiris. His ministers were always busy with
their luxurious lives, and never paid attention to the plight of
people or state of the governmental matters. Tribal chiefs refused
to follow his orders, declined to pay their tributes to Raja, and
declared their independence. This badly weakened Kashmir’s
defense capabilities.
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It was during Sahdev’s reign that three fortune hunters; Shahmir
from Swat, Renchin from Ladhak who was a prince and had to
escape after his father was killed by the opponents, and Lankar
Chak from Dard territory near Gilgit came to Kashmir. They
played a notable role in subsequentive political history of the
valley. All the three men received gift of Jagirs by the King.
Renchin, who later embraced Islam and named himself as Sultan
Sadr-ud Din, ruled Kashmir for three years, and Shahmir
established Shahmiri-dynasty being the first ruler of his dynasty,
and later the descendants of Lankar Chak established Chak rule in
the Kashmir.

Mongol Attack

In the beginning of 14th century a Mongol Zulgadar Khan (Also
known as Zulchoo or Dulucha) attacked the valley through Zojila
Pass, with a huge army. Raja Sahdev, who was also a coward
person, didn’t have courage and means to face such a large attack.
His ministers, who were busy in their luxurious lives, were not
willing to fight. They advised Sahdev that he should send gold,
money and gifts to Zulqadar asking him not to attack the valley.
Zulgadar Khan didn’t stop and, despite all the gifts, invaded the
valley with a hope to get more booty.

Zulgadar’s army destroyed towns and villages and killed
thousands. He even cut the fruit trees. The attack occurred during
the summer, when it was the plantation season. Kashmiris couldn’t
grow and stock any food for the coming winter. Whatever food
they had was looted and destroyed by the attackers. Therefore, the
winter was another calamity on poor and helpless Kashmiris who
didn’t have anything grain to eat. Raja Sahdev, had escaped to take
refuge in a fort in Lohara. He left his people helpless. In these
times of hardship, Renchin came forward and started to help the
Kashmiris. He protected them from the looters who were even
depriving the Kashmiris of whatever little was left behind by the
Mongol army.

Demise of Hindu Rule in Kashmir

When the dust settled in the valley, the fugitive Raja Sahdev came
back but Kashmiris didn’t welcome him. Renchin with his other
Kashmiri tribal chiefs welcomed him back to the Srinagar. Day by
day, Renchin’s popularity was growing fast, and therefore, Sahdev
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decided to make him prime minister of the Kashmir in recognition
of his role in helping the Kashmiris survive the savage attack by
the Mongol army. It was a futile effort to muster the support of
Kashmiris. Sahdev couldn’t regain his respect among the
Kashmiris, and hence he lost interest in his Kingship. He left the
throne, and gave all the powers to his queen Kotta Rani. He died
after some time while wandering. After the death of Sahdev, Kotta
Rani married to his brother Udhyan Dev.

Udhyan Dev was the last Hindu ruler of Kashmir. Although
Udhyan was the Raja, yet his Queen Kotta Rani practically
governed the state. She was an intelligent and brave woman, but
she felt threatened by the growing popularity of the Prime Minister
Renchin. She wasn’t also happy with the influence Renchin had
over the tribal leaders. This influence provided him a lot of support
in Kashmiri army. Kotta Rani, therefore, wanted to remove
Renchin from his Prime Minister ship. Renchin was aware of all
this, but he was waiting for right time to react. He was aware of the
fact that he was an alien in Kashmir, and Kashmiris could react
adversely to any move against their Raja/Queen.

Meanwhile, a Mongol army general Acchalla attacked the valley
again. It horrified the Kashmiris reminding the earlier Mongol
attack by Zulqadar Khan. But with better planning the strong
mountain defence Kashmiris drove away attackers. This victory
gave a tremendous boosts to Renchin popularity within Kashmiris
who saw him the savor. Feeling confident of his success, Renchin
organized an internal rising to seize the throne. He managed to
enter many of his Laddakhi supporters into the palace/fort
disguised as cloth merchants. At an appropriate time with the help
of these armed men Renchin took control without any bloodshed.
Kotta Rani was left with no option but to accept Renchin’s
supremacy.

In 1320A.D, Renchin ascended the throne, and married to Queen
Kotta to make sure that Kashmiris wouldn’t consider him as an
outsider. The matrimonial alliance between Queen Kotta and
Renchin further strengthened his position. As a result of this,
security situation in Kashmir valley improved considerably, and
opposition to the throne was subsided for the time being. Renchin
brought back the economic prosperity and peace to the valley,
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which made him a loveable ruler. Shahmir, who was a fortune
hunter from Swat, sincerely supported Renchin ever since the
Zulqada’s destruction. Renchin rewarded him by appointing his
Prime Minister. Renchin embraced Islam at the behest of a Muslim
sufi saint Sayyed Sharf-ud-Din, popularly known as Bulbul Shah,
and named himself as Sultan Sadar-ud Din and ruled Kashmir for
three years (22). After the death of Sultan Sadar-ud Din in 1323
A.D., the political situation in Kashmir became fragile again.
Queen Kotta didn’t disclose the death news of Sadar-ud-Din for
the fear of uprising by Shahmir, who was the most powerful
person. Kotta married to Sah Dev, brother of Udhyan Dev, and
tried to replace Shahmir with another prime minister of her choice,
which infuriated Shahmir. Sah Dev was a weak man and he
couldn’t muster courage to counter Shahmir’s rising power.
Shahmir attacked and defeated the army loyal to Queen Kotta. He
forced Kotta to marry him but she felt it humiliating to marry one
of her servants, and hence stabbed herself to death. Her death in
1339 A.D. marked the end of Hindu rule in Kashmir (23). After
Kotta’s death, Shahmir ascended the throne under the title of
Sultan Shams-ud-Din and laid the foundation of Shahmiri dynasty
which ruled Kashmir for over two hundred years. This marked the
beginning of Muslim rule in Kashmir that lasted for next half
millennium till the Sikh invasion in 1819.
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