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Abstract:

Kashmir, a paradise on the earth, became a homeland of
Islam without much bloodshed. Islam spread throughout the
length and breadth of Kashmir by peaceful preachings and lucid
persuasions of missionaries of Hamdan and other parts of
Persia. The first Islamic government established in Kashmir in
1339AC. The renowned muslim kings of Kashmir established
Quran colleges and translation bureaus to spread the message of
the Holy Quran in Kashmir. The Holy Quran has been translated
more than one hundred languages of the world. Many attempts
of the translations of the Holy Quran have been made by

Kashmiri Scholars.
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Abstract:
To publish the letters of great men, and in this way explore the
hidden aspects of their lives has been a popular practice since
one and a half century. The following article is a critical
analysis of the letters of an august Punjabi poet, researcher,
historian and writer. It will reveal the new aspects of the

personality of Baba ¢ Punjabi , Dr fagir mohammad faqir.
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Abstract:

Chishtia is one of the most significant and popular Sufi Orders
of Indian Subcontinent. Khawaja Moeen-ud-Din Chishti Ajmeri
is oone of the pioneers of this Order in Subcontinent. Some
great Sufis e.g. Qutb-ud-Din Bakhtyar Kaki, Farid-ud-Din
Masood Ganj Shakar, Nizam-ud-Din Aouliya, Chiragh Delhi
and Gesu Daraz made extraordinary contributions in spreading
Chishtia Order. The religious, cultural and literary services
rendered by Chishti Sufis are of extreme importance. In this
article, the letter of literary & cultural importance, written by
some great Chishti Sufis have been introduced and analysed.
Key words: Sufism, Subcontinent, Chishtia Order, Letters, Analysis
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Abstract:
Commentaries on Classical Persian works are of great important
in sub-continent literary traditions. Behlol Kol Barki Jalandhary
is a famous Persian writer, scholar and commentator. He has
written commentaries on the poetry of Hafiz Shirazi, Saib
Tabrizi, Nasir Ali Sarhindi and Ghani Kashmiri. In this article, a
manuscript, kept in the Central Liberary of Punjab University,
Lahore, has been introduced.
Key Words: Persian Literature, Sub-continent, Behlol Kol
Barki, Commetary on Saib's poetry .
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Abstract

This paper deals with lexical study of homonymy phenomenon in
Holy Quran in special reference to the thought of primitive Muslim
Linguists in early Hijra centuries. The term homonymy (ishtirak
lafzi) is used when one form (written & spoken) has two or more
unrelated meanings. Homonyms are words which have quite
separate meanings, but have accidentally come to have exactly the
same form. The outset of the 19™ century, semantics was treated as
the science of meaning and it was used in its modern sense for first
time. As result of semantic analysis lexical relations among words
can be determined. One of the main categories of lexical relations
focuses the homonyms that have been discussed in this article
highlighting the endeavors of Muslim philologists in this field in
second and third centuries of Hijra. In early centuries of Islam,
Arab linguists thoroughly discussed the phenomenon of
Homonymy in Arabic language and analyzed its various forms and
styles used in Holy Quran. Some scholars negated the existence of
Homonymy in Arabic Language while majority of them affirmed it
with substantial arguments.
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The Concept of Global Mysticism in the
light of Chishtia order of Sufism

'+ Dr. Zahir Ahmad Shafiq
Abstract:

Mysticism has deep roots in sub-continent. According to many
historians’ literary critics and genuine scholars, Islam spread in this
vast land due to their untiring efforts. In sub-continents four Sufi
orders flourished i.e. Chishtia, Soharwardia, Nagshbandia and
Qadria. In this article the concept of Global mysticism has been
analysed and evaluated in the light of Chishtia order of Sufism

Key Words: Mysticism, Sufi orders, Chishtia order, Sub-continent

Mysticism or Sufism (Muslim mysticism) is present in
most religions and societies in one form or the other. In fact, most
religions and societies have accepted it as universal reality and
philosophy. According to Proffesor Yousaf Saleem Chishti
“Mysticism is driven by the desire to discover, see and meet
God".(1) Sufiism was introduced to the Indian s subcontinent by a
series of Muslim saints hailing from Muslim lands. Muslim sufis
through their simple living have changed personal lives of
thousands and its imprints can be seen on the society even now.
This is the reason that people throng to sufi centers seeking
solutions to their worldly problems and spiritual dilemmas.
Mysticism was an important aspect of Hindu Society in form of
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vadant before the Muslims arrival in India. Bhagwat Gita is a rich
source of mysticism. However, mysticism as a way of life and
philosophy came to prominence after the arrival of the Muslims in
the subcontinent." We may call mysticism as a global movement.
Global mysticism also refers to a philosophy and a way of life,
which is inclusive and does not force anybody to accept or reject a
specific religion or ideology. Like sufism, global mysticism also
considers that serving the humanity is the best way to seek God's
blessings.

By giving top priority to golden values like peace, love and

non violence. We can bring closer all the divided human being.
We often discuss universal peace by rising above religion and
nation it is called global mysticism based on positive attitude. It
has also been the main characteristic of the preaching of chishtia
school of sufism.

Now we try to define global system and positive attitude in
the light of the lives of respectable chistya saints.

In the Indian subcontinent, the Chishtia order enjoys great
importance, due to its thoughts and deeds. Khawaja Moeen Udin
Chishti Ajmari (known as khawaja gareeb nawaaz) is considered
the founder of Chishtia order in the Indian subcontinent. Some of
the other key names of this order are Khawaja Qutub Udin
Bakhtiar Kaki, Hazrat Baba Fareed, Hazrat Nizam Udin Ulya,
Hazrat Ali Ahmed Sabir Klair and Saleem Chisti. Out of these five
great personalities of Chistia order; four are buried in India and
only Baba Fareed’s resting place is in Pak Pattan, Pakistan.

The shrines of these saints are still the fountains of love and
peace. Even today, people visit the graves of these saints to seek
help for mundane problems and spiritual guidance. The important
aspect of Chishtia order’s preaching is their great emphasis on
serving the humanity, as this strengthens one’s relationship with
God. They have made “serving humanity” a best way to get closer
to God. Their emphasis on the love for humanity makes them the
real professors of ‘Global Mysticism’, which is based on
universality.
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One can achieve Global Mysticism by earnestly following
the teachings of various Sufi’s of Chishtia Order. The thoughts and
actions of these Sufi’s have worked as a therapy for the
downtrodden. Through their therapy these saints revived hope
among the hopeless. Today, again we are in need of similar
philosophy of global Mysticism in order to unite the divided
society. We can once again bring unity among humanity. And I
strongly believe that the thoughts of Chishtia order offers us
guidance to achieve this extraordinary goal.

The Sufi's of Chishtia school of thought played a
significant role to develop harmony among people of Indian
subcontinent. They brought unity among people of different casts,
colours and creeds. In this regard, we can seek guidance from
Chishtia order. According to Jaffer Qasmi “The spiritual policy of
Sufi missionaries was sulh-i-kul (peace with all) encompassing
Muslims and Hindus alike”(2)

Chishtia was the first Sufi order to established khanghas
(preaching centers) to serve humanity in the sub-continent. Before
this, "SUFI'S" and "SADOQOO'S" used to preach at the individual
level. According to Jaffar Qasmi “These centers served as the places
where learned could achieve the highest form of knowledge, the
attainment of which requires purification of the soul as well as of the
mind”. (3)

As we look at the lives of various Sufi's of Chishtia order,
the very first thing we come to know is the beautiful and clear
picture of Mysticism that can be named as the basic rule for Global
Mysticism. Khawaja Moeenuddin Chishti says in this context "A
Sufi is one who never lets anyone return with empty hands. He
gives food to the hungry, provides clothes to those who do not
have it, inquires about their feelings and make them feel good. (4)

According to Khawaja Moeenuddin Chishti, the following are
the conditions for a Sufi:
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e Do not upset or sadden anybody.

e Do not assume bad about others.

e Help everyone.

e Give advice to people which can benefit them in this world
and hereafter.

e Love and respect everyone.

e Always consider oneself lesser than everybody. (5)

The above mentioned canons set the foundation of human
rights, which also point towards global Mysticism. These rules are
in fact strictly followed in all civilized societies. Just before his
death, Khawaja Moeen Uddin Chishti, gave his disciple
Qutubuddin Bakhtiar Kaki the following advice:

e A Sufi should live a life self-abnegation
e Feed others.

e Express Love even when you are sad.

e Express love even to your enemy. (6)

These wise words indicate that sufism endeavors to establish a
society in which God’s love is achieved by serving the humanity.
Baba Fareed, who established his preaching center in Ajodhan
(now PakPattan in Pakistan), where people were exploited by the
rulers. Baba Fareed through his actions and teachings endevored to
spread the message of love for the humanity. People belonging to
various creeds were a part of his gatherings, where he taught the
lesson of love. To define the exact lesson of love he narrates:

Fareeda burae da bhala kar, gussa mann nah handha Dachi
rog nah laggee pallae sabh kuch paa

(Translation)

(With the bad do good, with anger the mind don't sap The body
will attract no malady, the whole put into your lap)(7)
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In these lines Baba Fareed talks of doing good to the bad and If
one examines the teachings of Baba Fareed, one realizes that the
sole purpose of his struggle was for the love of humanity. He
always discussed humanity rather than any particular religion.
Syed Afzal Haider in his book "Prem Payala" writes, "Love with
humans and serving the humanity is the manifesto of Baba Fareed.
It was his goal of life to create a balanced society, where everyone
is equal. Universal and Spiritual democratic elements are
prominent in his thoughts too".(8) His teachings contain
universality and spirituality and show the continuation of respect
for humanity and this is also the manifesto of Global Mysticism.
He explains in one of his Shalook:

Fareeda ik naa aata agala ik naa nahin laon Aggae gaae
sinjaapsan chotaan khaasi kaon

(Translation)

(oh fareed, some have measureless flour, some not even salt Going
ahead they'll sense, who will bear the assault)

In this verse Baba Fareed raises his voice against the
exploitation by the powerful sections of the society. This is not
unique to Ajodhan/Pakpattan, where he lived but was present in
most societies, where the general populace sometimes did not have
enough to eat. (9) Feroz-ud-Din says about Baba Fareed that
"Whenever any needy happened to come to him; he made him sit,
listened to him very carefully and used to fulfil his need." He
never returned anyone with empty hands. (10)

The focal point of Baba Fareed's teachings is the poor or
the suppressed. At that time support for the deprived against the
greedy ruling class was a dangerous enterprise. He tried to make
the ruling class realize of Allah's punishment. The message of
Baba fareed is for all times to come. This is the reason that this
“Kalam” (Poetry) is still inspiring after centuries. Due to
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universality of his message, the founder of Sikh Religion, Baba
Guru Nanak included Baba Fareed’s poetry in Sikh holy book
‘GURUGRANTSAHAB’. When we look at the simple lives of
Chishti's order, we come to the conclusion that their teachings in
fact are the foundation of global Mysticism. Global Mysticism is
free from all considerations of caste, color and religion and only
talks about peace. That is why there is no question of ego in it and
therefore Global Mysticism is founded on tolerance. Banda Nawaz
Geesu Daraz in an incident teaches tolerance, as he narrates that
one day a believer of Almighty Allah was told about a havoc that
was about to hit his city. He was told that out of entire city only
one home belonging to a prostitute would be spared. He was
advised to take refuge at that home. Next day the entire city was
burnt to ashes by a sever fire. The believer asked Almighty why
the home of a sinner was spared. Almighty replied that a thirsty
dog was roaming in this city in search of food. Nobody cared about
it. This prostitute offered the dog food and water, therefore, her
home remained unhurt. (11)

This is the theory of peace and service to the humanity for
all and it is the basic principle of Global Mysticism. This is also
the crux of the preaching of various Sufi's of Chishtia order. Even
today if we develop our lives according to the preaching of Sufis,
we can convert this world into place of love and prosperity.

In the end I would like to say that both Pakistan and India are
direly in need of these positive attitudes. Now a days our societies
are plagued and threatened by negative attitude like terrorism and
ethnicity. Once again it is my opinion that these can be
encountered effectively by global mysticism.
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